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ORAL STATEMENT MAURITIUS 
SPEAKER: ANUSHKA VIRAHSAWMY 

71ST SESSION OF THE CEDAW COMMITTEE 
29 OCTOBER 2018 

 
Madam Chair and esteemed members of the CEDAW Committee,  
 
This coalition will highlight 4 issues that urgently need the attention of the 

state and the committee 
 
First Issue – Participation of women in politics - Mauritius is doing very 
badly on women in politics. There are only two female Ministers on a total of 
23 Ministers as of date.  The Local government Act, seeks to achieve gender 
neutrality by stipulates that at least one third of the candidates must be either 
women or men. Women are 52% of the population of Mauritius.  

• There must be political will to have a gender-neutral quota of 50% 
for all elections.  

• The Local Government Act should be used for national election with a 
50/50 target.  

• All political parties must have gender neutral quotas of 50% in their 
Constitutions and recognise the discrimination that is being made on 
women. 

 
Second issue – Sexual Health and reproductive Rights 
 
Sex is a subject, which is still a taboo in the Republic of Mauritius. Many 
young girls and boys do not have access to accurate information on their 
sexual and reproductive health.  

• It is Important to have SRHR as a subject at school for seven to 
nineteen years old students and address sexual health, Teenage 

pregnancy, menstrual health, abortion and backstreet abortion, 
contraception, HIV&AIDS, STD, etc.).  

• Additionally confidential counselling sessions should be provided by 
trained and reliable staff so that youth get support and do not drop out 
of school. 

• Schools in the Republic of Mauritius should be equipped with clean 
running water and showers. Toilets should be equipped with sanitary 
bins and sanitary pads  
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Third issue – Gender Based inclusion 

As we speak, Lesbian, Bisexual Transgender (LBT) girls and women and the 
Queer community back home are struggling for their existence – 
homelessness, bullying, forced marriage, denial of their identities! Hate has 
never been so felt against people of the Queer community during this year’s 
cancelled Pride March followed by death threats where the perpetrators are 
yet to be held accountable. We have to get one thing straight: HUMAN 
RIGHTS ARE NOT OPTIONAL.  
 
The Young female adults from Gender Links Halfway Home are all victims of 
emotional, sexual and physical violence and are struggling to find their place 

in society. They are not viewed as domestic violence cases and the halfway 
home does not get any help from the state for the young adults. Same applies 
to the handicapped people who cannot go to school or work as there are no 
infrastructural facilities for them.  
We therefore urge you in supporting a responsive mechanism to 
include the marginalised community in Mauritius. 
 
 
Forth Issue – Abortion and support 

The Criminal Code was amended in 2012 to provide for the termination of 
pregnancy under four specific circumstances.  

• In addition, government should strengthen national health systems, 
implement sex education in and out of schools, provide affordable, safe 
contraception and address the root causes of teenage pregnancy.  

• This will also limit the cases of back street abortions that are done and 
that very often cause infections that can lead to death. It is worth 
noting that there are currently no studies and statistics on this issue . 

 

The state should stop the ticking the-box approach and look at both 
qualitative and quantitative data holistically. We also recommend 
that a strong evaluation and monitoring mechanism is put in place 
to show qualitative progress. 
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Oral Statement: MAURITIUS 
71ST Session of the CEDAW Committee 

Speaker: Narghis Bundhun . SC 

Monday, 29th October, 2018 

 

 

Madam Chair and distinguished members of the Committee: 
 
I will be discussing the issues of Muslim religious marriages, child marriages, and domestic 
violence. 
 
 
On the issue of Muslim religious marriage and child marriages: 
 
The exception to the Non-discrimination Section (16) of the Mauritius Constitution remains. 

The amendment of Section 16(4)(c), which provides for an exception to the non-
discrimination provision in cases of personal status matters, has been an issue for this 
Committee since 2011. It has again been raised for the present review.  To date, the 
Legislator has not announced whether it plans to proceed with any constitutional reform, 
nor has the Muslim Family Council made any recommendation and/or assessment regarding 
this amendment.   

The Mauritian State has not codified a comprehensive personal status law, leaving Muslim 
women in religious marriages without legal recognition or rights.  

Religious marriages are not registered by any state authority. Registration is a basic 
protection. Requiring an authority to monitor marriages ensures that both spouses 
are not already married and enables the state to track and prevent child marriage. 
Registration also lays the foundation for substantive rights. Without registration, 
marriages are not recognized as existing. 
 
Religious marriages are not subject to civil marriage laws, and courts do not rule 
consistently on issues such as custody and survival rights. This legal ambiguity 
increases inequality and further subordinates Muslim women in Mauritius. 
 
The long-term security that legal rights can provide women is worth the uphill political 
battle of subjecting religious values to public and judicial scrutiny. This scrutiny holds 
religious communities accountable to Mauritian values of non-discrimination and 
freedom to practice religion, and to the Shari’ah values of equality and justice. The 
Mauritian State must strive to codify a comprehensive personal status law to protect 
women in Muslim religious marriages.  
 
There is no minimum age for religious marriages, leaving young girls vulnerable to child 
marriages. The most recent example came to light in June 2018, when a 13 year old girl, 
who was married in a religious ceremony to a 19 year old man, died due to health 
complications while pregnant. Such tragedies cannot be permitted to continue.  
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The Civil Code allows children ages 16-18 to be married with consent of a parent or a judge. 
In 2014, there were 805 documented marriages of children aged 15-19 in Mauritius, the 
majority of whom were girls. Girls suffer disproportionately from child marriage, risking their 
health and educational opportunities. A clear ban of child marriage for children under the 
age of 18 is a critical step in protecting children and reducing discrimination against girls in 
Mauritius. 
 
The State has to leverage its robust framework of diversity and inclusion: 
 

• It should provide for equality for Muslim women and take concrete steps to ensure 
ALL women in Mauritius enjoy full legal protection and empowerment. 

• It should eliminate the civil law exception for marriage at age 16 and pass legislation 
to establish an absolute minimum age of marriage of 18 years, for both civil and 
religious marriages.  

 
 
On domestic violence: 
 
Mauritius domestic violence legislation, with the amendments brought in the past years, is 
strong and caters for all situations, including the protection of children, and protection from 
in laws and opposite sex spouses (spouses receiving a very wide definition). Subject to 
interpretation, it can cover marital rape.   
 
However, the following issues still prevail: 
 

1. Mauritius is a male dominated, patriarchal society. We have had cases where victims 
of domestic violence have been assaulted to death despite being under the cover of 
protection orders.  

2. The lower judiciary is the responsible enforcing authority. Judges are often 
overworked, young, inexperienced, and lack training. Law Practitioners representing 
the perpetrators tend to be obtrusive and/or legalistic in their approach. 

 
The State should take appropriate steps to enforce the law and bring the perpetrator to 
accountability whilst protecting the victims. It should provide adequate training and a clear 
framework to the enforcing authorities and law practitioners.  It should also raise awareness 
societally, including disseminating the statute in the school curriculum. 
 


