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Gender Links (GL) is 
committed to an inclusive, 
equal and just society in 
which women and girls in all 
their diversities exercise 
their voice and choice in 
accordance with the SADC 
Protocol on Gender and 
Development and related 
regional, continental and 
global instruments.

OUR MISSION
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Since its establishment in September 2017, Gender 
Links Safe Haven Halfway Home (SHHH) has been a 
refuge for 87 residents (till date) coming from 
different socioeconomic backgrounds. Each of our 
residents have encountered several forms of violence 
throughout their lifetime (physical, sexual, emotional 
and economical). Since each experience is different, 
we have been arduous task to ensure each individual 
is listened to and appropriate support is given for a 
constructive future. 

At SHHH, we welcome young women as from the 
age of 18, who have endured difficult past 
experiences and most of the time rejected by family 
members. As an ongoing service-based, 
non-for-profit organisation we are here to provide 
our services to the homeless, the abused young 
girls, the numerous women survivors of domestic 
violence, the teenage mothers and their children. 
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MEET SOME OF 
OUR RESIDENTS

"Remember our heritage is our power; we 
can know ourselves and our capacities by 
seeing that other women have been 
strong." -Judy Chicago
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MEET EMMA

Emma joined SHHH a few months ago and has a 
very big secret on her heart. She was raped just 
after confinement last year and kept this for 
herself. Her fourth child will soon be here and 
Emma is scared and distressed. She is not 
emotionally ready to accept the baby. Even if 
staffs are giving her all possible psychological, 
medical and a lot of affection, Emma is finding it 
very hard to accept her future. She is adamant 
that she does not want to put in a police case for 
rape as she knows how lengthy the whole process 
can be since she was a rape victim as a minor. At 
the early stage of her pregnancy, Emma 
desperately looked for ways to terminate it. With 
a lot of counselling, love and support from SHHH 
staff and other residents, Emma is slowly coming 
to terms with the pregnancy and is now more 
optimistic for what this next chapter might offer 
her. She dreams of the day she will be fully 
independent and have a house and providing her 
children with the best tools and opportunities to 
strengthen their future. 
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MEET JULIE

Julie worked in the tourism industry for 25 years and decided 
to open her own business but when she separated from her 
then partner, she lost her house and business due to financial 
problems. With nowhere else to go, SHHH offered her support 
and shelter. Throughout her stay, Julie has demonstrated 
strong leadership skills together with her good sense of 
responsibility. Integration in SHHH was very hard as her story 
differed a lot from other residents and she often kept to herself 
to avoid conflict. Nonetheless, Julie, with the impact of 
COVID-19 on numerous industries  in 2020– especially 
tourism-, had no choice but to reflect on her situation and 
learnt to accept help and support given to her. 

Julie has goals and is determined to accomplish them. Her 
plans - Be financially independent in order to be the owner of 
her own house;  to provide quality education to her only child 
so as to strengthen a successful future.  She made it clear that 
she is ready to face the challenges that may come her way so 
she can reach her goals. Julie is now working as an admin 
clerk in a private organisation.
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MEET MEL

Our 10-year-old Mel is full of qualities and 
positivity. Her mother, talks very highly of her and 
is very protective towards her only child. Mel has 
not had a father figure to look up to and is very 
attached to her mother who ensures she is given 
all basic needs and receives appropriate help for 
her studies. We are all very proud of her grades at 
school and also love her positive attitude. Her 
grades vary from 70% to 90% and this shows her 
determination and dedication for what she does. 

On arriving at SHHH Mel kept her smile even if 
things were hard, she kept positive and was not 
discouraged by the drastic change in her life. Living 
in a shelter is not easy however she asked on the 
second day she arrived at SHHH when she will go 
back to school. After only two days she was 
admitted to the nearby Government school and 
aspiring to be a doctor and help her mother when 
she grows old. We have noticed an even bigger 
and more positive bonding between mother and 
child. Mel’s mother is doing her level best to 
provide her daughter with her financial, emotional 
and psychological needs. 7



Gathering and organising information for monitoring and evaluation purposes 
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There is no one size fits all when we are dealing 
with our beneficiaries as each one of them come 
from different socioeconomic backgrounds. It 
was challenging at first to group the residents 
into categories for Monitoring and evaluation 
purposes. Since each story would differ from 
each other, it was agreed to extract the 
highlights from each life experiences as follows: 
having lived in shelters or orphanages; renting a 
house; having lived on their own or with 
relatives and partners (violent or not); stayed in 
places not meant for habitation; a few would 
have been homeless if they were not in SHHH. 

As for evaluation of our success rate, it is to 
be noted that success is measured by the 
immediate quality of life the former beneficiary 
is enjoying just after their stay in SHHH. We 
also analyse the situation of being safe 
(violence free) or unsafe (still experiencing 
some sort of violence) for each beneficiary. In 
particular cases, there are survivors of violence 
who get back with their perpetrators but are 
safe and economically independent. It is 
crucial to bear in mind that staff can only 
guide and talk though choices but cannot take 
any decision for a beneficiary and we respect 
their choice.
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Out of the 87 residents accommodated, 30 (35%) represents Domestic Violence (DV) cases which is prevalent. No fixed abode cases 
representing 22 (25%), whereby these beneficiaries could have been any other place(safe or not safe) but not a fixed place of their 
own. Homelessness amounting to 9 (11%), where the beneficiaries would be on the road if not in SHHH. 8 (9%) from Children 
shelter means that they came directly from children shelter on their 18th birthday. 2 (2%) come from Orphanages, 6 (7%) from the 
Rehabilitation Youth Centre (RYC), 2 (2%) from the Correctional Youth Centre (CYC) and 1 (1%) from the Women’s Prison. In a few 
cases beneficiaries were forced to leave the house, 3 (4%) whose family asked them to leave, 1 (1%) who used to live with relatives 
and 1 (1%) who represents a particular case where we accommodated a minor with the permission of her parents because they felt 
that the child was unmanageable. 
N.B Figures represented in this chart include the children beneficiaries of SHHH. 
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64 out of 87 of our residents came from the central area (Plaine Wilhems, Moka District) which 
is most likely a result of our current location in Saint Pierre (Moka). 
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32 out of 85 of our residents 
are between 18 and 25 years. 
We accommodate young 
women from the age of 18, 
who are no longer under the 
government’s guardianship 
after they reach the legal age 
of adulthood. 

Since September 2020, we 
have accommodated three 
additional young women 
between the age of 18 to 25; 
along with 5 women between 
26 to 35 years. Our newest 
addition is currently 38 years 
old, which would explain the 
slight increase in our residents 
between 36 to 50 years old. 
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Since September 2020, we 
have accommodated 12 new 
residents, children included. 
We have had an addition of 7 
children between 0 to 10 years 
old - 5 being male and 2 
females. Furthermore, while 
we had a total of 2 children 
between 6 to 11 years old 
back in September 2020, we 
are now counting a total of 6 
children between 6 to 11 
years. 
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Out of those 65 former residents, 80% of them stayed at SHHH over a course of 0 to 6 months. An 
increase of 15% in residents staying over the course of 0 to 6 months can be explained by the 
emergency cases (seeking temporary shelter), who only stayed with us for a maximum of 5 days. 
Residents who stay over the course of 19 to 24 months are based on a case-to-case assessment, 
meaning that the individual is not ready to leave SHHH and need more time and support in order to 
be successfully rehabilitated into society, we will extend their contract. 



NEWS AND UPDATES

We currently have 17 residents including 
9 children… and our little one on the way!

Fun, challenges, tears, laughter, mix 
feelings are our daily reality.
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Mother’s Love Cookie is a project of Gender Links Mauritius 

which regroups women beneficiaries of SHHH in the 

making and selling of delicious cookies. This creates 

employment for our woman and empower them to be 

entrepreneurs. 

 

In less than three weeks, 200 packets of cookies were 

already sold! To order our cookies, you may reach us 

on the 58215005/57709846 from Monday to Friday 

between 0830 – 1700. 
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Our cookie sale is a winner!



Yoga for a cause!

In the beginning of February, we were blessed to 
have Amal, a young entrepreneur giving free Yoga 
classes once a week to our adult and children 
beneficiaries. A few residents felt so positive with 
the yoga classes that they are now waking up 
earlier to practice. Four year old Anu is static about 
her yoga classes and said:”Gete banla, mo flexib 
mwa“

As for Khushi out 14 year old resident she said:”Mo 
santi mwa extra byen kan mo fer yoga!“ 

Amal and her friends have been amazing and are 
donating food to SHHH each month.
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More Fun, Less Sun!

This summer was very enjoyable, 
thanks to Bioculture (Mauritius) Ltd. 
for the construction of an outside 
patio in our backyard. We can now 
make use of this space for all our 
activities in almost all-weather 
conditions, especially during festive 
seasons.

 

The Rotary club will also contribute 
to this initiative into improving the 
existing structure with lightings and 
furniture for the smooth running of 
our children activities. 
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IMPACT
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IN KIND 
DONATIONS

Rs. 
284,685.85*

*estimated amount

FINANCIAL 
DONATIONS

Rs. 
268,753.92

We are very thankful to all donors. It would be 
very challenging to sustain the smooth running 
of SHHH without you . Special thanks to all 
those who contributed for the well-being of our 
beneficiaries by spending quality time with 
them, especially during the festive seasons.

From 
September 

2020 
to 

February 
2021

THANK
YOU!



National 
Lockdown

We are now going through National lockdown. Very hard for 
everyone since a few of the women have lost their jobs already. 
The staff have been very proactive and ensured that enough 
food was available to go through this tough phase, unsure for 
how long a second confinement will last. We are gladly 
accepting donations for SHHH, below is our wish list. 
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Sausage, Nuggets, Burger, french fries Butter, cheese, peanut butter, cereal, jam, 
yogurt, sweet and savoury biscuits,

Frozen and fresh Vegetables, fresh fruit Canned tomatoes, luncheon meat, any other 
canned food

meat (Mutton, lamb, buffalo, chicken), Fish, 
Eggs

Razors, toothbrush, toothpaste

Over the counter medications (paracetamol, vitamins, band aid, Betadine, cotton wool, 
Gentian violet, Mentholatum, Biafine, Arnica spray/gel, hot water bottle, Antadys/Nurofen, 
Gaviscon, face masks, gloves)



Banking details
Account Name: GENDER LINKS
Account Number: 62030100120406
Type of Account: Current Account
Full name of Bank: STATE BANK OF MAURITIUS 
(SBM) Rose Hill Branch

Email

progmauritius@genderlinks.org.za

maumanager@genderlinks.org.za

Phone
434 0720 / (230) 5821 5005/ (230) 5770 9846/ 
(230) 5934 5787 
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Thank you for your ongoing 
faith and trust in us. 

Warm regards 

Gender Links 
Safe Haven Halfway Home 

team

mailto:progmauritius@genderlinks.org.za
mailto:maumanager@genderlinks.org.za

