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Southern Africa must confront a myriad of challenges as it attempts to address effectively the needs and
aspirations of its people.  Its greatest challenge continues to be the need to build a life for the people
free from poverty, disease, human rights abuses, gender inequality and environmental degradation.

On the health front, in Southern Africa, as in other regions in Africa, the HIV/AIDS epidemic has become
one of the major obstacles to sustainable development. The increased mortality and morbidity of prime-
age adults caused by the HIV/AIDS pandemic has brought wide ranging socio-economic impacts on
all aspects of rural and urban livelihoods.  This includes erosion of productivity in the work place, food security
and the livelihood asset base, decreased access to education and other productive assets thereby exacerbating
poverty.

At a social level, migration has become an important and divisive issue in the region.  The major economy in
Southern Africa, South Africa, was host to 40,000 refugees and asylum seekers in the year 2000. By 2004, this
number had more than doubled to 104,000. The ongoing crisis in Zimbabwe continues to generate mass movements
of people within the region, while thousands of southern Africans seek other opportunities in the UK, US and
elsewhere.  Southern Africa must address the situation of large-scale movement of people through domestic and
regional institutional instruments including SADC and NEPAD.

Economically, Southern Africa countries continue to struggle with the challenges of economic development and
most of them will not meet the targets set by the Millennium Declaration for 2015.  Much like the rest of Africa,
the challenges confronting Southern Africa's economies come from two inter-related sources: (a) constraints
imposed by the international economic and political order within which our economies operate; and (b) domestic
weaknesses deriving from socio-economic and political structures and neo-liberal structural adjustment policies
not adjusted for local conditions.

The main elements of the hostile global order include, first, the fact that southern African economies are integrated
into the global economy as exporters of primary commodities and importers of manufactured products, leading
to terms of trade losses. Reinforcing this, secondly, have been the policies of liberalization, privatization and
deregulation as well as an unsound package of macro-economic policies imposed through structural adjustment
conditionality by the World Bank and the IMF. These have now been institutionalised within the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) through rules, agreements and procedures, which are biased against our countries.

These external and internal policies and structures have combined to generate unsustainable and unjustifiable
debt burdens for some of the southern African countries.  This has crippled the affected economies and undermined
their capacity and their ownership of strategies for development.

Poverty remains a major challenge for the region.  Governments in the region have not made a dent in the persistent
poverty that affects the majority of the people of southern Africa.

The face of poverty is increasingly one of women and children.
Discrimination of women is exacerbated by poverty.  The challenge
therefore, becomes one of determining how southern African
countries can create conditions in which their people can live in
peace, prosperity and dignity.  We argue here that a rights based
approached should be an important ingredient of any strategy
designed to eradicate poverty.

The rights approach empowers ordinary men and women to
demand accountability from governments in the delivery of
services, protection of liberty, and ensure participation in structures
of power and government processes. In this context GL work
plays an important role. It gives men and women the knowledge,
skills and tools they need to be able to use the rights approach.
Nelson Mandela, in his inaugural address to a joint sitting of
Parliament on May 23, 1994 observed that " to create a people-
centered society of liberty binds us to the pursuit of the goals of
freedom from want, freedom from hunger, freedom from
deprivation, freedom from ignorant, freedom from suppression
ignorance, freedom from suppression and freedom from fear."
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Where do we go from here?
Challenges facing Southern Africa

Education is key to the empowerment of women
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T. W. Schultz, 1979 Nobel Laureate stated: “Most of the people in the world are poor, so if we knew the economies
of being poor, we would know much of the economies that really matters. Most of the world's poor people earn
their living from agriculture, so if we knew the economics of agriculture, we would know much of the economics
of the poor.  People who are rich find it hard to understand the behaviour of poor people.”

The quote can be adapted to relate to the situation with women.  The great majority of the poor are women and
so if our governments knew the economics of being a woman they would know what needs to be done.  Here
again one sees the relevance of the work of GL in contributing to understanding of the economics of women. In
order to improve participation of women in governing structures and processes we need to push the rights agenda
as one of our strategies.

Freedom of expression, movement and liberty and non discrimination facilitates participation in governance and
the affairs of one’s own country.  If women do not participate in the decision-making structures of a society, they
are unlikely to become involved in decisions and processes that affect them and governing structures are unlikely
to respond to the economies of women in their policies.

As UN Secretary General Kofi Anan wrote in Larger Freedom: Towards Development, Security and Human Rights
for All: "The world must advance the causes of security, development and human rights together, otherwise none
will succeed. Humanity will not enjoy security without development; it will not enjoy development without
security; and it will not enjoy either without respect for human rights" In other words gender equality is intrinsic
to security and development.  Unless women are able to exercise their human rights freely in societies in which
they live, true development will not take place.

For the majority of southern African countries, although there are improvements in representation of women in
SADC parliaments and in primary education for girls, the score card does not look good.  In other areas, such
as access to economic resources and economic management and violence against women the situation is troubling.
The Secretary General in his recent report to the 2006 Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) pointed out
"in no country in the world has women's full de jure and defacto equality been achieved"  We need increased
government commitment to the rights of all individuals.  An environment of rights will benefit the poor, the
powerless and the dispossessed.

Human rights must be seen more encompassing than in the traditional role of protecting people against an
oppressive government. Human rights should also impose obligations on government and other institutions of
power.

Public education, something GL already does successfully, is the key to building a culture of human rights. We
need to focus on what needs to be achieved as we learn lessons from what has been achieved.  We need to study
on how the past informs our teaching, our research and policy decisions to re-energise our strategies for advocacy
and mobilization.

Women keep SADC Economics ticking


