
GENDER LINKS

Gender Links (GL) is a Southern African NGO founded in 2001 that is committed to a region
in which women and men are able to realise their full potential and participate equally in
all aspects of public and private life. Based in Johannesburg, South Africa, GL locates its
programme work within the broader framework of strengthening democracy in the region
through ensuring the equal and effective participation of all citizens, especially women
whose views and voices have been systematically marginalised.

A key area of focus is the transformation of gender relations is in and through the media.
This is achieved by conducting research; training; creating and sharing content that
demonstrates how gender can be integrated into media outputs; taking advantage of the
opportunities presented by information technology and strengthening the communication
skills on gender activists as well as women in decision-making. Through its gender justice
programme, GL links activists and the media in campaigns to end gender violence. GL is
a founding member and hosts the secretariat of the Gender and Media Southern Africa
(GEMSA) network.

In 2003, GL embarked on a gender and governance programme that combines research
and advocacy around women in decision-making with media training on gender and
elections as well as enhancing the communication and media skills of women in politics.
Local government has emerged as a specific area of focus.

GL’s “Write about rights” programme provides the glue to its different programme areas
through its flagship Opinion and Commentary Service that links activists and decision-
makers with the mainstream media. The “I” stories or first hand accounts provide an avenue
for voices seldom heard in the media, such as those caring for People with HIV; survivors
of gender violence and women councillors to speak out. All programmes are organised
around a circle called “E Talk” which includes GL’s list serve, website, data base of close
to 3000 contacts and the cyber dialogue facility that enables GL to hold online discussions
with multiple participants in the region and across the globe.

The GL Board was chaired until April 2007 by South Africa’s ambassador to Cuba and former
Chair of the Commission on Gender Equality, Thenjiwe Mtintso (SA). Dr Muna Ndulo, (Head
of the African Studies Institute at Cornell University and former dean of the Law School at
the University of Zambia) is current chair of GL. Dr Athalia Molokomme, Attorney General
of Botswana, a former High Court judge and former head of the SADC Gender Unit, is the
deputy chair. Other board members include: Ferial Haffajee (Editor of the Mail and Guardian
in South Africa); Pat Made (Zimbabwe/USA, former Director General of Inter Press Service
and an independent media trainer and researcher); Ruth Ansah Ayisi (Ghana/UK, independent
media trainer and consultant based in the UK); Loga Virahsawmy (President of the Mauritius
Media Watch Organisation); Charles Chisala (GEMSA CEO) and Dr Pinkie Mekgwe from
Botswana Research Department, Council for the Development of Research in the Social
Sciences in Africa (CODESRIA), based in Dakar, Senegal.   Colleen Lowe Morna (South
Africa/Zimbabwe), a former journalist and editor; Chief Programme Officer of the
Commonwealth Observer Mission to South Africa and founding CEO of South Africa’s
Commission on Gender Equality, is GL’s executive director. (For more information go to
www.genderlinks.org.za)


