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the GL Service published
a commentary and 5 “I”
Stories by women from
C o n g o ,  Z i m b a b w e ,
Angola,  and Mozambique.

• Sixteen Days of Activism
–a special  ser ies  of
commentaries and I Stories coinciding with key themes
identified for the campaign. This also includes the production
of “I Stories” during both a Johannesburg-based workshop
and submitted from throughout the region.

• SADC Gender Protocol –Stories were produced before
the 2007 Heads of State meeting. During January/
February the GL Service also worked with participants
attending the SADC Protocol Alliance planning meeting
to produce a series of articles related to the Protocol.
These were compiled into a supplement launched at the
SADC Heads of State Summit on Poverty in Mauritius in
April.

• Local government – A number of articles were adapted and
written from the At the Coalface publication arising from GL’s
research into gender and local government.

Country focus of stories: Table eight indicates the origin
and perspective of stories from different countries. The
majority of writers continue to be from South Africa, followed
by Zimbabwe and Zambia. One of the reasons for this is the
number of special series and programmes that happen in South
Africa, for example the articles produced from the Protocol
training.

The Service has also seen some inroads into certain countries
like Mozambique and Botswana, where we are developing more
contacts with writers.

Topics covered
Figure eight shows that although gender violence continued to
be a high priority topic, the GL Service carried a greater diversity
of themes than in the previous year. This included more stories
on politics and local government, as w ell as more stores related
to business and the economy. The diversity of articles is important
for maintaining interest in the Service.

By Debbie Walter
Editor

The Gender Links Opinion and Commentary Service aims to
provide an average of 10 stories per month to editors for
publication around the region. The GL Service also aims to support
and encourage writers to engage with gender issues.  This period
has seen continuing growth in the service, as
well as the implementation of a new tracking system.

The key activities for the GL Service are:
• Commissioning and editing of articles for service
• Working with writers online to improve skills and stories, as

well as recruiting new writers and increasing number of
writers to the service.

• Strengthening the reach and distribution by marketing
articles and developing and strengthening relationships
with editors in South Africa and the region.

• Tracking the use of the service

Outputs

Number of stories and usage: Table seven represents the
number of articles produced every month and their average
use. It shows that in 2007 the service ran 25 more articles
than the previous year and that the average number of times
each article was used increased from three times to 4.1 times.

Figure seven shows the number of articles produced compared
to the number of times each got used during the 2007/2008
period. As in the past the graph shows highest output and usage
during the Sixteen Days of Activism in November/December. The
relatively low number of confirmed usage for Jan/ Feb is because
it generally takes a month or more for all of the information on
the usage of stories to come through to the editor.

During 2007/ 2008 the GL Service
produced a number of special series:
• South Africa Women’s Day – A

series on gender and the economy
based on GL’s BU training in South
Africa.

• Migration – To highlight issues
around gender and migration,
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Table Seven:
Growth in the GL Opinion and Commentary Service
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published - No. producedFigure seven:  Articles produced

versus articles used in 2007/2008 Articles produced and
published - No. clippings

Country

Angola
Botswana
D.R.C
Lesotho
Malawi
Mauritius
Mozambique
Namibia
Kenya
South Africa
Tanzania
Zambia
Zimbabwe

Table eight: Country origin of articles

No. Stories

1
3
1
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3
5
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2
2
61
6
9
11

Percentage

0.86%
2.59%
0.86%
4.31%
2.59%
4.31%
6.03%
1.72%
1.72%
52.59%
5.17%
7.76%
9.48%
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Website: Each article published through the GL
service is posted on the website where is freely
viewed. Articles can be searched in a variety of
ways including: by author, country, theme and
date. One advantage of the new online tracking
system is that the service can now make better
use of online marketing and promoting each
article via list-serves and other online information
sharing facilities.

Audio resources: As happened last year, willing
participants of the Johannesburg “I” Story
workshop recorded their stories, for use by radio
broadcasters. Each story was edited done to 2 –
3 minutes. The service also created three “spots”.
In one, each of the women repeat the excuses
their partners gave for abuse, and ends with the
tag line “No excuse for abuse.” In another, each
participant mentioned why they stayed in the
situation, and in the third they recounted how
the system treated them. The audio was confirmed
as used by the following:
• Kaya FM
• Channel Africa
• Radio 2000
• Ukhozi FM
• Reposted on Amarc 16 Days Audio Resources
• McGill University Radio Station, Montreal Canada
• Reposted on Pambakuka.org
• Reposted on Kubatana.net
• Information about the audio resources was also posted on a
number of list-servs: creative-radio, Journalists for Human Rights,
UNICEF”s Magic Media.

Figure eight: Topics covered by the service
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Readers respond

During 16 Days of Activism, Media 24 website created a special section that
highlighted the GL “I Stories.” The website has a function that allows readers to
comment on what they read.

One story which particularly captured attention was “I can not leave my abusive
husband.” Readers wrote to the website posting their comments about their own
experiences of abuse, how they left abusive situations, and their frustrations at
the society that continues to allow this to happen. The following are some
examples:

“I have been there and at the age of 40 told him to go as I did not need the verbal
as well as the physical abuse. There are jobs out there and people are willing to
help.”

“I've also gone through this kind of abuse, 5 broken noses, a fractured cheek
bone, a fractured scull, 56 stiches on my head after being hit with a hammer, 30
stiches in my fingers after blocking a jab from a sword that was meant for my
stomach. I know all about it, it's hard to leave an abusive relationship. Honestly
speaking, I didn't leave him, the Lord intervened in His divine way and my
husband got sentenced to 134 years inprisonment for shooting 6 people of which
4 died in a bar fight. I've been abuse free for four years now after 8 years of hell.
My message to abused women? Speak to a professional about your situation
because if you are staying in such an abusive relationship it means that you cant
think rational about it all anymore - you might be too damaged emotionally.
There is help out there, it's up to you to accept it.”

“You have nothing to fear but fear itself. his anger at you is a result of his being
insecure and a coward. he cant take his frustration out on anyone else so he is
using you. leave him and when he tries to woo you back with empty promises
be wary of him and finally have faith in the almighty and hope for the best. you
have to take the first step. My prayers and tears are with you.”

One woman’s story of living with bipolar disorder
As part of the GL Media Literacy course, participants wrote a commentary article
and some of these were distributed via the GL Service. One woman courageously
wrote her story of living with bipolar disorder. The story was requested by a wide
range of individuals and publications, and resulted in a number of letters written
to the editor mentioning that individuals wanted to read the story because e a
family member or friend was coping with this. In one instance, the editor facilitated
private correspondence between the writers and one individual who wanted to
know how to help a friend who was trying to cope with bipolar: " A friend's
daughter who had bipolar committed suicide last year -- she was only in her
mid-20s. How do you as family and friends support such a person?”

In June 2007, the service published “Tanzania: Gender discrimination hindering
women mining entrepreneurs.” This article prompted discussions amongst the
Access to Finance Programme and the “Business Environment Strengthening
Programme” in Tanzania as to how they may be able to support the women
miners mentioned in the article.

Marketing: In order to extend and expand the GL Service,
efforts have been placed into creating more awareness
about the service across the region. Part of this is
creating linkages with other GL programmes,
for example, the MAP process.
Pamphlets are also distributed at
activities such as Business Unusual
training, meetings, etc.
where the editor is present at such
training or meetings, a short
presentations on the service is
usually part of the programme.
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Outcomes
Creating discussion: Some of the more interesting aspects of the
service are difficult to quantify and rely on anecdotal input from
writers and editors. One of the strengths of the service is its ability
to increase discussion on gender issues. A few special cases stand
out for this year.

Next steps
• Supporting the Protocol Campaign in the build up to

the August 2008 summit at which it is anticipated that
the Protocol will be adopted.

• An online tracking system, finalised in January 2007,
will significantly increase our knowledge of how the
service is being used. This system will track the users
i.e. who is reading article, what country are they form,
organisation, occupation, etc, as well as how are they
using the articles,  for personal interest, research,
redistribution, or republication.

• As the service grows in strength it becomes even more
apparent that the service should be able to generate
income. Now that the tracking system is in place,
greater attention to cost recovery is a priority.

Capacity building
The GL service is committed to creating ongoing relationship
with writers, and to developing new talent. The pie chart shows
that in the year under review GL worked with 53% existing and
47% new writers.

In keeping with GL’s commitment to promoting
more women’s voices in the media, 78% of the
writers were women. However, in an important
statement on the fact that gender issues are not just
a woman’s concern, 22% of the contributors were
men.

Writers state that writing for the service gives them
a chance to write about gender issues, to build their
skills and confidence, their CVs and clip portfolio,
and to extend their work beyond their own borders.
Writers indicate that in as much as they contribute
to the service; it is also a learning experience for

them. For many writers, the GL service is an opportunity
to submit writing, and receive detailed feedback about
shaping it into an article suitable for mainstream print.
Unlike most news services, the GL Service editor often
has ongoing communication with writers to shape an
article. The service is thus one of GL’s best mentorship
programmes.
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What the GL Service Means to Me

“When I was in West Africa- Burkina Faso attending the 11th Conference
for Women and AIDS in Africa that took place from the 3rd to 7th February
2008, I met a Robert Nelson, marketing and sales manager of the female
Health Foundation in London. This man was praising one Zambian
writer of the Gender Links service who did an article on the first lady
taking the lead in the female condom campaign.

What Robert did not know
was that I was the writer
of the story and when I
revealed it to him, he was
happy to have met me and
praised my way of writing
and encouraged me to
write even more articles
of that nature. It was a joy
really to be praised and
recognised in a country
that I have never been to
and to meet this person
saying good things about
Southern Africa and
Zambia in particular.

Writing for the service has
helped me to be careful
with the input in stories
and come up with good
articles that help spread
opinion and comment on
gender related issues in the
Southern region.

It has also helped me because each time I send a piece of writing
it would be looked at carefully and edited to meet certain criteria
and I have been learning to do that on my own so that I can reduce
on the level of editing. Today, I see writing to the GL service as part
of my obligation as a writer to highlight important issues in
Zambia and to be part of channel of change in as far as gender
related matters are concerned. I enjoy writing for Gender Links
more because it is adding value to the knowledge already acquired in
school.”
- Violet Mwengo, Zambia

 “The greatest satisfaction one can get as a writer is seeing one’s work
being published. Working with GL commentary has instilled confidence
in me. The article I wrote on ‘Abuse after disclosing status hinder HIV
care’ was widely circulated and used by many newspaper organisations.
It was also uploaded on many organisations’ internet sites. One of the
encouraging comments I got was that the article touched on real life
issues which people experience on a daily basis but do not talk about.
Working with Gender Links has helped me to become gender sensitive
in my writing.”
- Gloria Ganyani, Zimbabwe
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