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Introduction 
 
Synopsis 
Gender Links held a fourth reference group meeting on 18th – 19th May 2009 as part of the 
pilot project to develop a standard set of indicators to measure gender based violence that 
can be applied to Southern Africa. The meeting brought together representatives from NGOs, 
research institutes, University of Witwatersrand, Botswana’s Women’s Affairs Department and 
Mauritius’ Women’s Rights Ministry. See Annex A for programme and Annex B for 
participants list. 
 
The pilot project involves developing a set of indicators, developing relevant methodology and 
instruments and finally testing the validity of the indicators in a South Africa, Botswana and 
Mauritius. In South Africa the pilot is being conducted in the Gauteng province only while in 
both Botswana and Mauritius the pilot will be carried out countrywide. 
 
Objectives 
The working meeting will aim to: 

• Share feedback on testing the household survey questionnaires – See Annex C for 
initial observations 

• Review the quantitative and qualitative methodology based on the draft indicators 
attached at Annex D. 

• Further determine roles and responsibilities on roll out of the pilot project for 
administrative data collection as well as quantitative and qualitative aspects of the 
process in Gauteng. 

• Discuss roll out of pilot in Botswana and Mauritius. 
 
Outputs  

• A validated methodology. 
• Division of roles and responsibilities on the roll out of the research. 

 
Outcomes 

•   Clarity on next steps in the roll out of the pilot project. 
•   Buy in from the governments of Botswana and Mauritius. 

 
Background 
While gender based violence remains a complex problem in Southern Africa to date there no 
standard set of indicators to measure whether progress is being made to address the scourge. 
The SADC Protocol on Gender and Development commits that governments will reduce by 
50% current levels of gender based violence while at least ten countries have developed 
National Action Plans to End Gender Violence. How will they know that they have reached this 
target if there is no mechanism to measure the rate of change?  
 
In response to the need for a standardised tool that can be applied across SADC countries 
capable of measuring gender based violence both to provide baseline data and to monitor 
trends, Gender Links is working with partner organisations, government departments and 
research experts to develop a set of indicators.  
 
To date desktop research has been conducted and a Southern Africa Think Tank Meeting and 
two reference group meetings have been held to draft the set of indicators and advise on the 
roll out of the pilot project to test the indicators.  
 
Gender Links has also engaged with the Women’s Ministry in Mauritius and Women’s Affairs 
Department in Botswana with regard to the pilot project. There has been a positive response 
in both countries and will be partnering with them in the roll out of the project.  In Botswana, 
GL will build up on work already begun by the Women’s Affairs Department through the UN 
Trust Fund. 
 
The current phase of the project is being supported by the Norwegian Council for Africa and 
the International Fund for Development (DFID). The United Nations Economic Commission on 
Africa (ECA) has expressed interest in the project and has begun work to replicate it to the 
Rest of Africa.  
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Progress 
To date significant steps have been taken to prepare for the roll out of the pilot project. These 
include: 

 
• Desktop research took place in May – June 2008. 
• The first draft of GBV indicators to measure Gender Based Violence was put together  
• A Think Tank meeting took place in July 2008 followed by two reference group 

meetings in October 2008 and February 2009. 
• The first draft of GBV indicators was reviewed in October 2008 and the final draft of 

indicators is attached at Annex A 
• The first draft of the methodology was critiqued in February 2009 and reviewed 

further at the May meeting. See Annex B   
• Ethical clearance has begun (in Gauteng only so far). 
• Aspects of the logistics are in motion such as beginning the process of sampling, etc 
• Began a recruitment drive for mappers, field workers, and supervisors – a list of 

potential candidates for Gauteng is being compiled with assistance from MRC. 
• Request for administrative data (in Gauteng). 

 
Briefing on desktop research on GBV research in Mauritius, Botswana and the Rest 
of Africa 
 
Mauritius  
Jayseeree Bhunjun from the Ministry of Women’s Rights gave a briefing on existing research 
on violence against women in Mauritius. Most of the research that has been conducted 
specifically focuses on domestic violence. The most extensive research was led by the Ministry 
of Women’s Rights. This was followed by a workshop in 1999 and sought to modify the 
existing system in addressing domestic violence.  As a result of the many processes following 
on from the research, the government working with civil society and UN agencies adopted a 
National Action Plan to combat domestic violence. At least 50% of the plan has been 
implemented by the government. Developing indicators on measuring gender based violence 
will enrich the action plan’s monitoring and evaluation mechanism 
 
Botswana 
Kelly Dambuza from the Women’s Affairs Department (WAD) gave a briefing on how the 
Department is receiving support from the UN Trust Fund to do research to understand the link 
between GBV and HIV and AIDS. Research findings show that service providers who deal with 
abused women work in a fragmented manner. There is no platform where they share 
feedback about their experiences. Many of the women in abusive relationships do not even 
recognise it as such. 
 
 
Rest of Africa (excluding Southern Africa) 
Angelica Pino gave a briefing about the desktop research on available data on extent of GBV 
in Central, East, North and West Africa. While there is a lot of information on violence against 
women, most of it is around sexual violence and domestic violence. Little is known about 
other forms of gender based violence. In some countries extensive research has been 
conducted while in others there is hardly any information available and this is depended on 
the capacity of their national central statistics offices of the different countries. 
 
Discussion on methodology 
Nicola Christofides from the University of Witwatersrand led the discussion on the 
methodology for the pilot project. 
 
Draft methodology is in place for the prevalence and attitudes household survey. This was 
first reviewed in February 2009 and further critiqued at the May meeting. See comments that 
made by reference group in the following sections. Representatives Botswana and Mauritius 
were represented at the meeting and their input into reviewing the methodology helped to 
ensure that the questionnaires could be applied to those settings. This remains work in 
progress. 
 

Quantitative component 
Main objectives of the methodology 
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• To describe gender attitudes and attitudes towards rape myths among women and 
men; 

• To describe the prevalence & patterns of women’s experience of gender-based 
violence and associated health risks including: HIV risk factors including condom 
use, concurrent partners, number of sexual partners and transactional sex; 
depression and post-traumatic stress disorder among women. 

• To describe the prevalence & patterns of men’s perpetration of gender-based 
violence and associated risk factors and health risks including: association between 
gender attitudes and perpetration of gender-based violence among men in 
Gauteng; association between men’s perpetration of gender-based violence and 
HIV risk factors including condom use, concurrent partners, number of sexual 
partners and transactional sex 

• To explore impact of prevention of gender based violence 
 
In Gauteng 

• 65 enumeration areas will be sampled. 
• Each Enumeration Area will be mapped & enumerated  
• 20 households per ea will be systematically selected as visiting points using a random 

start (10 for men & 10 for women) 
• 1 eligible man or 1 eligible woman / household 
• A total of 650 men & 650 women will be sampled 
• The target is to get at least 500 female and 500 male respondents 

 
Questionnaire development 

• The questionnaire has been developed in English 
• When finalised it will need to be translated into Zulu, Setswana, Sesotho and probably 

Afrikaans  
• A pilot in an ea not sampled will need to take place before the roll out of the actual 

pilot study. 
• The use of palm pilots (APDAs) is proposed 

 
Fieldworker training 

• When the methodology is completed field workers and supervisors will be recruited 
and trained. 

• At least 12 researchers and 4 supervisors are required 
 
Accessing communities 

• There is need to ensure that proper channels are followed to access communities such 
as local government structures, residential associations and traditional leaders. 

 
Statistical analysis 

• Because APDAs will be used there is no data capturing required. Instead data will be 
downloaded & cleaned prior to analysis 

• The cluster design will be taken into account 
• The programme being used will make it possible to make associations between 

exposure to communication & attitudes 
 
Qualitative research component 
 
Four qualitative studies have been designed so far to complement the household survey. The 
design of these studies may change as an audit of the methodology is done to identify gaps: 
 
Study 1: 

• To explore women’s experiences of violence (verbal abuse or sexual harassment) in 
public spaces such as walking along the side of the road, or waiting for transport  

• To explore help-seeking after an experience of verbal abuse or sexual harassment  
 
Study II 

• To explore men’s experiences of violence (verbal, physical or sexual violence) 
perpetrated by a female intimate partner  

• To explore the circumstances that surrounded the violence 
 
 
Study III 
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• To explore educated and employed women’s reasons for staying in abusive 
relationships  

• To identify the vulnerability(ies) of women who may not fit the stereotypical portrayal 
of a GBV victim (specifically domestic violence)  

  
Study IV: To gauge quality of services  

• To explore recovery from an experience of GBV (specifically rape or sexual abuse) 
• To explore women’s perceptions of what has facilitated recovery 

 
Methods 

• In-depth interviews of women identified through responses to the household survey 
(Study 1&4) 

• In-depth interviews of men identified through responses to the household survey 
(Study 2) 

• In-depth interviews of women identified through NGOs (Study 3) 
• Twenty women/men will be purposively selected and approached to participate in 

studies 1,3 &4  
 
Administrative data 
In Gauteng the process of collecting administrative data has started. A request has been sent 
to the South Africa Police Service (SAPS) Criminal Information Management Unit. A similar 
process would need to be initiated in Botswana and Mauritius come on board would need to 
be. 
 
Ethics clearance 
A Protocol has been put together based on the draft methodology and the process of 
obtaining ethics clearance has begun in Gauteng through the University of Witwatersrand to 
ensure that the research meets all the ethical requirements because of the nature of the 
study. Similar processes would need to also happen in Botswana and Mauritius. 
 
Key issues emerging from the meeting: 

• Participants appreciated that men are being interviewed as part of the research. 
• It was generally felt that the questionnaire is too long, though Medical Research 

Council participants raised the fact that according to their extensive research 
experience the length was alright as they had administered longer questionnaires 
before. 

• Some of the language used in the questionnaire may need to be revised to ensure that 
rate of response is high. The questionnaire was said to be sensitive. However it was 
suggested that a counsellor be on hand and that information on available services for 
abused women and men be handy to give to respondents. E.g. making use of the 
package from CSVR called “Getting back Gauteng” a compilation of service providers in 
Gauteng. 

• A pretest of the questionnaire was conducted and observations were shared at the 
meeting (attached at Annex C)  

• The questionnaire was reviewed extensively in the course of the two day meeting. It 
was felt that the questionnaire should be relevant to the draft indicators to ensure that 
data collected is relevant information being sort. 

• The questionnaire should be revised and circulated in all countries. 
• A pilot of the pilot study would need to be conducted to see if the questionnaire and 

methodology is working in general. 
• It was noted that because APDAs were being used data capturing was not going to be 

an issue as the data will be downloaded everyday and there just needed to be quality 
control checks. 

• Branding: There was a discussion on the branding of the survey. It was felt that the 
GBV component was not coming out strongly.  Eventually it was agreed that the 
survey be named “Relationships and Health Survey” for the purposes of administering 
the questionnaire while the final report will have a different name. 

• Particular attention would need to be paid to proper training of field workers including 
those who will be doing the research in Botswana and Mauritius to ensure good quality 
research outcomes. At least one week would be dedicated to training. It would be 
good to work with people who have done research before. Estimated cost is R80,000 
per person per year on a prorata basis. 

• Field workers should be able to take notes should respondents want to provide further 
information outside the responses offered by the questionnaire. 
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• Mobilising communities – informed consenting process. It would not be a problem to 
get respondents from communities with lower economic status that higher economic 
status. Therefore different approaches would need to be used including advertising 
through local radio stations, and community newspapers in the targeted areas. For 
example making use of the Gauteng Local Government workshop that will be coming 
up to talk about the research and discuss the process of accessing communities. 

 
Botswana and Mauritius survey 

• Unlike in Gauteng; in Botswana and Mauritius 1000 women and 1000 men will 
need to be sampled 

• In both locations research will take place countrywide hence the need for a bigger 
sample 

• This places huge budget implications on the roll out of the research in those 
localities 

• There would be need to get buy in from government in order to get cooperation in 
collection of administrative data; obtaining complementary resources for the 
research and for the data to be recognised as credible and useful national baseline 
data. This could be achieved through convening round table meetings in country. 

• In Botswana there is a possibility of getting support for the human resources base 
through WAD’s internship programme 

• In Mauritius there is a possibility of getting researchers through the University of 
Mauritius. 

 
Next steps 

 
• GL to further develop the concept paper taking into account the process of using 

the pilot to strengthen the African Gender and Development Index (AGDI). 
• GL to draft MOUs to provide an outline of how their relationship would work with 

the government ministries/departments in Mauritius and Botswana. 
• Revise the questionnaire to incorporate comments and circulate in all countries. 
• Round table meetings be convened in both Botswana and Mauritius that will bring 

together government stakeholders, research departments from Universities, 
researchers, NGOs and other relevant people. 

• Once government buys into the process; the women’s ministry/department will 
take over all government processes such as getting research permits, facilitating 
collection of administrative data. 

• Gender Links should provide a budget template with detailed costing that needs to 
be considered in the roll out process. Botswana and Mauritius to take this into 
consideration and note what can be provided in kind. 

• In Botswana GL will work with Women’s Affairs Department to obtain a research 
permit. 

• GL should send a brief to Botswana and Mauritius that will guide Central Statistics 
Offices in the respective countries about drawing out samples for the household 
survey. Once the Enumeration Areas have been established work should begin on 
sampling and mapping. 

• The process of collecting administrative data should begin in earnest in Botswana 
and Mauritius.  GL should send a brief on what is required and what could be 
obtained from different government institutions – but this process can only go 
ahead once the sample is known. 
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Annex A: Programme 
 

TIME TOPIC WHO 

Monday, 18th May 

Chair: Colleen Lowe Morna 

9h00-9h10 Welcome, introductions Colleen Lowe Morna, GL 

9h10- 9h40 Brief overview of the project 

Progress review  

Loveness Jambaya, GL 

9h40 – 9h50 Desktop research findings for Botswana  Kelly Dambuza 

9h50 – 10h00 Desktop research findings for Mauritius Jayseeree Bhunjun 

10h00 – 10h20 Briefing on ethics clearance    Nicola Christofides, Wits 
University 

10h20-10h40  TEA All 

10h40-13h00 Review quantitative methodology & 

discussion 

Nicola Christofides, Wits 
University 

11.20 – 11.45 Review of qualitative methodology and 
collection of administrative data & 
discussion  

Nicola Christofides 

13h00 – 14h00 LUNCH Angelica Pino, CSVR 

14h00 – 14h15 Briefing on desktop research on GBV 
indicators for the Rest of Africa 

Colleen Lowe Morna 

14h15 -15h00 Way forward All 

Tuesday - 19th May  

Chair: Colleen Lowe Morna 

9h00 – 13h00 Discussion on roll out of project in 
Botswana and Mauritius: 

• Progress on desktop research  
• Research team 
• Sampling 
• Logistics 
• Budgeting 

 

TEA AND DEPART 

Botswana & Mauritius 
representatives, MRC team, 
GL team 
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Annex B:  Participants List  
 

NAME Sex 
M/F 

ORGANISATION PHONE FAX E MAIL 

Yandisa Sikweyiya 
 

M MRC 012 339 8619 012 339 8582 Yandisa.sikweyiya@mrc.ac.za 

Nwabisa Jama Shai F MRC 012 339 8528 012 3398582 nwabisajama@gmail.com 
Romi Sigsworth 
 

F CSVR 011 403 5650 011 339 6785 rfuller@csvr.org.za 

Nicola Christofides F WITS University 011 717 2566  Nicola.chris@gmail.com 
Angelica Pino F CSVR 011 403 5650  apino@csvr.org.za 
Kelly Dambuza F Women’s Affairs Department, Botswana +267 3912290 +267 3911944 kdambuza@yahoo.com 
Game Makondo F WAD Botswana +267 3912290 +267 3911944 gmakondo@gov.bw 
Keabonye Ntsabane  F Gender Links – Botswana    Kntsabane@yahoo.com 
Rachel Jewkes 
 

F MRC 012 339 8525 012 339 8582 rjewkes@mrc.ac.za 
 

Jayseeree Bhunjun F Ministry of Women’s Rights – Mauritius  +230 258 3910 +230 2063798 jbhunjun@mail.gov.mu 
Loga Virahsaymy F Gender Links – Mauritius  +230 466 9873 +2304654312 dirfranco@genderlinks.org.za 
Colleen Lowe Morna 
 

F GL 082 651 6995  execdirector@genderlinks.org.za 

Loveness Jambaya 
Nyakujarah 
 

F GL 011 6222877 0116224732 justice@genderlinks.org.za 

Rochelle Mhonde F GL 011 6222877 0116224732 research@genderlinks.org.za 
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Annex C: 
Observations from testing the questionnaire 
 
The female version of the household survey was tested on female volunteers. The 
questionnaires are taking over one hour to complete. For example on one of the timed 
questionnaire, the test began at 11h44 and was completed at 12h58. Generally the test 
went well and the interviewees did not show any signs of discomfort or unwillingness to 
answer any of the questionnaires. However there were some general points that should 
be considered when revising the questionnaire for fieldwork:  
 

1. The title seems a little misleading and the interviewee, in the middle of the 
interviewer explaining the study said “what is this really about anyway?” Thus 
the consent form may need to be more concise and user friendly; possibly 
reducing to half a page in text 

 
2. Recollection: When it came to questions that ask “during your childhood” –the 

interviewee seems to need to take a bit of time to really reflect on childhood 
experiences. This can even change the response if not given enough time to 
recollect. For example, question 147: “I was insulted or humiliated by someone 
in my family in front of other people” At first the respondent shook her head and 
said “no” but then after some time she said, “please go back and circle 
‘sometimes’.” How easy will it be for respondents to go back and change their 
answers on a palm pilot?  

 
 
3. Comprehension of questions asked: Many times the respondent asked “what do 

you mean by that?” E.g.) question 153: “I was encouraged to make something of 
my life by someone in my family”—it is important to train fieldworkers around 
probing and clear explanation of the questions within the questionnaire. Or 
question 167: “There is nothing a woman can do if her husband wants to have 
girlfriends”— the respondent said “well if he wants to cheat, she can’t really stop 
him…I don’t know how to answer this question” Hence the respondent wanted to 
leave this blank until probing was done onto what it “options women may have if 
her husband is cheating” 

 
4. Wording of questions and options: A number of questions may need to be 

revised for clarity, and the “coding categories” may need to include other 
options: for instance  

 
a. 102 – What if a respondent was not schooled in the South African system? 

The respondent tested stated that she had completed her O-levels…  
b. 109 – types of jobs could include: domestic work or receptionist 
c. 115 – spelling 
d. 122 – The respondent stated that they “choose” to have no meat two 

times a week—how do we account for this…  
e. 125 and 126 – categories of education 
f. 153 – (as described above) 
g. 167 – (as described above) 
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h. 173  
i. 179 – there should be instructions of what to write if the month is not 

known as in 177 
j. 198-201 – scale should be reprinted for this category 
k. CHK 9 – the directions are not that clear for the interviewer. 
l. Section 12 – instead of saying “moderate,” it may be clearer to say “most” 
m. 407 – “have you ever used…” –it could be clearer if “without medical 

supervision” is added to this question 
n. 436 – The respondent did not understand this question…  
 

5. One of the woman interviewed felt the question was too much in black and while 
and yet some of the issues are circumstantial. Even after the interviewer pointed 
to the fact that there was a scale for the answers, it did not change her opinion 

6. Some questions may need to be reviewed  
e.g.  119 - To be a man you need to be tough – does it mean mentally, 
physically  
  214 – is a difficult question to decipher. 

7. The man interviewed felt that the questions were invasive and sometimes 
vague 

8. Overall the test went well but it was felt that the questionnaire seems a little too 
long and maybe questions can be reduced. 
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Annex D: DRAFT INDICATORS TO MEASURE GBV IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 

 

Name of 
indicator 

Definition Disaggregation Source Use of data   

EXTENT OF THE PROBLEM  
Rate of violence  Calculate: number of women over 

15 who are victims of violence 
(physical, sexual, psychological) 
by current or former partner in 
the last year, and over lifetime, 
divided by the total number of 
women in the survey, multiplied 
by 100. 

Population survey 
(adapt from WHO) with 
one questionnaire for 
women and one for 
men; confirm extent to 
which women 
experience violence 
versus men report 
perpetration.  
  

The data can be 
used to understand 
the problem and 
form based for 
prevention and 
response 
mechanisms 

Rate of sexual 
violence 

Calculate:  number of women 
over 15 years of age who are 
victims of sexual violence by a 
current or former intimate partner 
or non-partner in the last year, 
and over lifetime divided by the 
total number of women in the 
survey, multiplied by 100 

Sex   

 Women 
 Men 

 

Age  

 Rate of violence 
according to the 
following age groups: 
15-19, 20-29, 33-39, 40-
49; over 50  

 
Link with HIV and AIDS- 
sexual assault 
 Aware- PEP 
 Not aware 
 Sought took PEP 
 PEP unavailable 

Population survey  
Protection orders 
 

To determine extent 
of the problem. 
- Used to inform 

the roll out of 
hotspots for 
sexual violence 
such as rape 

- Used to inform 
administration of 
PEP 
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Name of 
indicator 

Definition Disaggregation Source Use of data   

Rate of physical 
violence 

Calculate: number of women over 
15 who are victims of physical 
violence by a current or former 
intimate partner in the last year, 
and over lifetime, divided by the 
total number of women in this age 
group in the survey, multiplied by 
100.  

Population survey 
Shelters and support 
groups.  
Interrogation of 
administrative data.   

Used to determine 
extent of the 
problem; which 
groups are most 
affected and what 
response and 
prevention 
mechanisms can be 
put in place 

Femicide  Calculate:  Docket analysis; police 
category on femicide going 
forward.   

Police docket statistics  

Rate of 
psychological and 
economic violence 

Calculate: number of women 
between 15 and over who are 
victims of psychological violence 
by a current or former intimate 
partner in the last year, and over 
life time, divided by the total 
number of women in this age 
group, multiplied by 100 

Population survey; 
Qualitative; Dept of 
Justice Protection 
Orders, DVA.   

Used to determine 
women economic 
empowerment and 
life skills 
programmes 

Rate of human 
trafficking  

Calculate: number of women over 
15 who are victims of trafficking 
by a current or former intimate 
partner in the last year, divided by 
the total number of women in this 
age group, multiplied by 100 

 Sexual assault resulted in 
HIV and AIDS? 

 

Ethnicity and race 
 Rate of violence against 

women by ethnicity/race 
 

Geographical 

 Province 
 Urban/rural  

 
Economic 
 Rate of violence in 

households living in 
poverty 

 Rate of violence in 
households not living in 
poverty 

Employment status 
 Rate of violence against 

women in paid 
employment 

 Rate of violence against 
women in unpaid 

IOM, police, IDMT and 
other initiatives 

Used to inform 
crafting of legislation 
and policies on 
trafficking, Used to 
inform response 
mechanisms 
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Name of 
indicator 

Definition Disaggregation Source Use of data   

Rate of violence in 
schools  

See page 29  YRBS- Youth Behaviour 
Studies, schools, Cape 
Town based Centre for 
Criminal Justice; 
diversion programmes; 
NICRO 

Used to understand 
the problem and use 
the information to 
develop school 
curricula so that 
interventions can 
begin while they are 
still young. 

Profile of female 
victims of violence 
The number of 
female victims of 
domestic violence 
(all numbers 
should appear as 
both total amounts 
and as % of the 
whole female 
population) 

- Calculate: the number of victims 
according to the criminal 
statistics; 
- Calculate: the number of victims 
according to surveys; 
- Identify: any other statistical 
data concerning female victims 
e.g., the number of women 
seeking assistance in the health 
system, the number of victims 
seeking refuge at crisis centres. 

-  - Data used to 
determine extent 
of the problem and 
use the information 
to build places of 
safety including 
half way houses as 
a response. 

Background 
information on the 
female victims (all 
numbers should 
appear as both 
total amounts and 
as % of the whole 
female population) 

- Relation to the perpetrator 
- Age  
- Marital status 
- Citizenship 
- Any other relevant background 

information e.g., educational 
background, labour status 

domestic work 
 
Education level 
 No education, primary 

education, secondary 
education, higher 
education 

 
Pregnancy 
 Rate of violence against 

pregnant women 
 Rate of violence against 

women who are not 
pregnant 

 

Relationship with the 

perpetrator 

 Rate of violence against 
married women 

 Rate of violence against 
single women who live 
with a partner 

Population survey.  - Determine extent 
of the problem 
and resources 
that need to be 
budgeted towards 
addressing the 
scourge 
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Name of 
indicator 

Definition Disaggregation Source Use of data   

Profile of male 
perpetrators 
The number of 
perpetrators 
involved (all 
numbers should 
appear as both 
total amounts and 
as  of the whole 
male population) 
 

- Calculate: number of 
perpetrators seeking assistance 
at crisis centre 

- Calculate: the number of 
perpetrators according to 
surveys  

- Identify: any other statistical 
data concerning male 
perpetrators e.g., the number 
of women seeking assistance in 
the health system, the number 
of victims seeking refuge at 
crisis centres. 

Population survey. Inform rehabilitation 
programmes 

Background 
information on the 
perpetrator 

Relation to the victim  
- Age  
- Marital status 
- Citizenship 
- Any other relevant background 

information e.g., educational 
background, labour status 

 Rate of violence against 
women who are 
separated 

 
Risk factors 
 Age of first violence 
 Sexual abuse as child  
 Gender attitudes,  
 Control of the 

relationship 
 
 
Where violence took 
place 
 Perpetrators home 
 Victim home 
 Public place 
 School  

 
Reaction  
 Reported  
 Not reported  
 Reported and withdrawn  
 Intending to report 

  

Population survey.  Inform rehabilitation 
programmes 
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Name of 
indicator 

Definition Disaggregation Source Use of data   

Attitudes towards 
GBV and 
relationship control 
behaviour 

Questions that measure attitudes Link between attitudes; 
experience of violence; 
perpetration of violence 

Attitude baseline study 
(linked to population 
survey)  
 

Inform public 
education and 
awareness 
programmes to help 
change mindsets 
and ultimately the 
behaviour 

EFFECT OF THE PROBLEM  
Cost at macro level  Cost to police, health services  Police; health 

financing; Centre for 
health policy.  

Inform national 
gender budgeting 
processes 

Cost at micro level Loss of work time; health; 
permanent injury; psychological 
costs  

 Docket review; 
Thutuzela Centres.  

Inform local level 
budgeting processes 

Mental health 
effects 

  Population survey   

Physical health 
effects 

    

RESPONSE   -    
Integrated 
approach  

Existence of a National Action 
Plan with clear targets, 
timeframes; coordinating 
structure; no of different 
stakeholders involved. Budget   

 Gender ministry; 
Portfolio Committee; 
CSVR; IDMT  

For coordination of 
programmes and 
budgets to ensure 
multiplier effects and 
maximum impact. 
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Name of 
indicator 

Definition Disaggregation Source Use of data   

Political and 
administrative 
commitment   
 

- No of times GBV is mentioned in 
speeches of key political figures 
(President; deputy president; 
minister of safety/security) in one 
year as % of overall no of 
speeches 
- existence of focal dedicated 
persons in each sector in 
government (administrative 
support) 
- Champions of GBV  
- focus on advocacy  
- finances/resources available for 
GBV  

Mentioned during Sixteen 
Days and others women’s 
events; mentioned in 
mainstream speeches.  

Presidency; 
Government 
information services 
and website; 
parliamentary debates; 
Population survey= 
who are perceived as 
champions.  
Qualitative.  
Advocacy materials.  

To gauge level of 
political will to end 
gender violence  
- to gauge how 
responsive it is in 
addressing GBV 
(reflection of level of 
commitment)  

Legal framework and effectiveness of the criminal justice system  
Constitutional By 2015 

 Gender equality provided for 
in Constitution. 

 Bill of Rights takes precedence 
over customary law.  

  

Values, principles  Constitution, laws  Used for peer review 
to ascertain at what 
stage each country 
is. 

Legal   Specific laws for domestic 
violence; sexual assault; 
sexual harassment; trafficking 

Do these laws provide a 
range of options. 

Legislative assembly, 
laws 

Used for peer review 
to ascertain at what 
stage each country 
is. 
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Name of 
indicator 

Definition Disaggregation Source Use of data   

Existence of 
specialised 
facilities  

One stop centres: No served 
compared to no of reported cases.
Sexual offences courts: No served 
compared to no of reported cases.
Family courts: no of reported 
cases and no resolved 

Family courts; health 
facilities; THutuzela Centres 

Victim Support services 
AG; National 
Prosecution Authority, 
Ministry of Justice, 
NGOs, health facilities   

Ascertain conviction 
rates and gauge 
level of access to 
justice 

Training of 
personnel  

% police, magistrates, health 
personnel, community health 
workers who have received 
gender training,  

 Police; DOJ; Dept of 
Health  

To ascertain each 
country's needs. 

Knowledge of legal 
rights  

% women in survey aware of laws 
and rights  

 Population survey  To inform advocacy 
campaigns  

Extent of under 
reporting 

Calculate: % cases in survey 
divided by % cases reported to 
police; compare with % cases 
reported to hospitals & 
maintenance courts; confirm with 
no who reported experiencing 
violence but did not report;  

Sexual violence 
Physical violence 
Economic violence 
Divorce cases, maintenance 

Population stats 
confirm to DOH stats; 
Police stats (NB new 
police stats on 
domestic violence in 
SA); health stats 

To understand the 
causes of under 
reporting and inform 
interventions 

% of cases 
withdrawn  

No of cases withdrawn divided by 
no of cases reported in one year X 
100 

Sexual violence 
Physical violence 
Emotional violence 
Withdrawal of cases 

Police plus reasons for 
withdrawal; analysis of 
case dockets; chapter 
nine institutions, court 
records  

Determine level of 
access to justice 

% cases that lead 
to conviction or 
protection of 
victims 

No of cases that lead to conviction 
divided by no of cases reported x 
100; or protection of survivors. 

Sexual violence 
Physical violence  

 Determine level of 
access to justice 

Support  
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Name of 
indicator 

Definition Disaggregation Source Use of data   

Comprehensive 
treatment and 
care; health 
system response.  

By 2015 ensure availability of 
Emergency contraception 
Access to PEP 
Prevention STD 
Counsselling; socio-psyhological. 

 Population survey. Use the information 
for peer review and 
apply pressure on 
countries lagging 
behind 

Legal assistance  % women who experience 
violence: based on counselling 
and psychosocial indicators 

Source of legal support  South Africa Legal 
commission 

Determine level of 
services needed  

Shelters  No of clients serviced by shelters 
compared to prevalence  

 Shelters; DSD  Determine level of 
services needed 

 % state support for shelters     
Secondary housing  % women who go to shelters who 

are assisted with secondary 
housing  

 Shelters  Determine level of 
state commitment to 
providing secondary 
housing, used for 
peer review 

Victim economic 
empowerment  

Speaking out 
Economic empowerment for 
women in shelters  

 Population survey  Determine how 
effective 
empowerment of 
programmes are 

Economic 
Empowerment  

To obtain economic commitment 
based on national budget and 
resource allocation 

Dedicated budget and which 
sectors have received 
allocations  

National Treasury; Min 
of finance 

 

Prevention      
Overarching campaign    
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Name of 
indicator 

Definition Disaggregation Source Use of data   

National campaign 
against GBV 

How cross cutting  
What messages 
How well resourced  
How well known - % of men and 
women aware 
From what source 
Location of campaign(which areas 
has the campaign been taken to?) 
When does the campaign take 
place 
No. of activities carried out e.g. 
number of portfolio committee 
meetings where GBV is raised. 
Impact analysis of the campaign 
Self efficacy (knowledge of 
services available 

Sixteen Days/ beyond 
Sixteen Days 
 
 

Government 
information services 
Surveys, Prevalence 
survey   

To gauge attitude 
and behaviour 
change 

Primary and Secondary prevention  
Perpetrators      
Rehabilitation of 
perpetrators of 
sexual violence 
and domestic 
violence 

Existence of programme for 
sexual violence 

 DCS, Social 
Development, Schools 
of industry, Pilot survey 
in a school, NPA-SOCA 
Unit, Pilot survey in a 
school, review of 
curriculum in schools, 
centre for criminal 
justice 

Determine needs for 
perpetrators of 
sexual offences, 
establish trends of 
GBV in school  
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Name of 
indicator 

Definition Disaggregation Source Use of data   

Effectiveness- No 
of repeat offenders  

No of perpetrators in jail who 
have a previous record 

 Sexual offences 
register; DCS; 
Population survey  

Determine quality of 
service and review if 
repeat offenders are 
many 

Segmentation     
Programmes that 
target men and 
women  

Messages 
Outputs  
Outreach 
Outcomes 

  Inventory of 
prevention 
programmes; 
determine 
effectiveness of the 
interventions 

Programmes that 
target women  

    

Programmes that 
target families 

   Gauge extent of how  
healthy family 
relations are 

Engagement with 
traditional 
authorities  

Diito   NPA-SOCA Unit (Project 
Ndabezitha) 
DPLG,  

Inventory of 
prevention 
programmes; 
determine 
effectiveness of the 
interventions 

Schools  Ditto    Inventory of 
prevention 
programmes; 
determine 
effectiveness of the 
interventions 

Tertiary prevention 
Media   ,    
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Name of 
indicator 

Definition Disaggregation Source Use of data   

Quantity of 
coverage  

% GBV as % overall coverage; % 
male, female; % sources.  

Print, Electronic media Media monitoring 
project, GEMSA, MISA-
SA, Press Council; GCIS

Informs training 
needs of media 
practitioners  

Quality of 
coverage  

Who speaks; what are stories 
about; stigma; stereotypes. 
Number of complaints lodged and 
gender insensitive  on gender 
stereotype adverts and articles 

Print Electronic media  Media monitoring 
project, GEMSA, MISA-
SA, Press Council; GCIS

Informs training 
needs of media 
practitioners; guage 
consumer media 
activism 
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Annex E: Revised questionnaire after workshop comments 
 

PARTICIPANT’S INFORMATION LEAFLET AND INFORMED CONSENT 
(Each participant must receive, read or have it read to her this document before the 

interview) 
 

Household survey on relationships between women and men 
In Gauteng, South Africa 

 
Introduction 
 
Good day. My name is _________________.  I am working with the non-
governmental organization, Gender Links, on a project to better understand women’s 
relationships and their health in Gauteng. We are working together with the University 
of Witwatersrand and the Medical Research Council on this project. 
 
You are invited to volunteer to participate in a research study that is conducted all over 
Gauteng Province; you should not agree to participate in this study unless you fully 
understand what is asked of you and are completely happy with all the procedures 
involved. If you do not understand the information or have any other questions, feel 
free to ask the interviewer.  
 
Purpose of this interview 
 
The purpose of this study is to collect information so we can understand the 
relationship issues facing women in South Africa. We ask to have an interview with 
you; in this interview we will ask some information about you, things that have 
happened in your life that may affect your health and about your relationships. The 
interview will take approximately an hour.  
 
You have been invited to participate because your household was one of 20 houses 
randomly picked (by chance) from all the houses in this area.  
 
What procedures are involved? 
 
You are being asked to complete a questionnaire. With your consent, I will be handing 
you this mini computer called a palm pilot which has the interview recorded on it. We 
are asking you to listen to questions that you can hear through these headphones. You 
will be able to see the questions on the screen of the palm pilot. You use a small pen to 
tap on the answer that you want to give. There are no right or wrong answers; we want 
to know about you, your opinions or experiences. All your answers will be saved in 
the computer. This computer will not record your name. The interviewer will be in the 
same room as you, but will not be able to see what answers you give to the 
questionnaire. She will only be there to assist you when you need help with the 
computer. We will save the responses that you give to the questionnaire using a unique 
identification number. This means that your name will not be linked to the answers 
that you give. Information that is collected from you will be put together with 
information from 500 other women.  
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Are there any risks or discomforts from participating in this study? 
 
We will conduct the interview in a private and safe place for both you and the 
researcher. The only potential risk from participating in this study is that you may feel 
uncomfortable answering some of the questions that may deal with some sensitive 
issues.   
 
Possible Benefits of this study  
 
There are no direct benefits that you may get from participating in this study. However 
the information collected from this study may be helpful in improving the health and 
lives of women in South Africa.  Your answers will help us make sure that the views 
and experiences of women like you are taken into account in designing future health 
and community programs. 
 
What are your rights as a participant? 
 
Your participation in this study is entirely voluntary. You can refuse to participate or 
stop at any time without giving any reason. Some of the questions are very personal. 
Please remember that you are free to skip over any question you do not want to answer 
and you are free to stop answering questions at any time.  
 
Confidentiality 
 
All the information that you give in this study will be kept strictly confidential. The 
consent forms that you will be asked to sign will be securely stored and access will be 
limited to the research team and study sponsors. The consent forms cannot be linked to 
the answers you give to the questionnaire. The results of the study will be presented in 
a respectful manner and no information which could enable anyone to identify you 
personally will be reported.  If you would like to be kept informed of the progress of 
our project, we will be happy to share any reports or publication we produce with you. 
 
Costs 
 
There is no cost to you for participating in this study.  
 
Compensation 
 
You will be given R25 to compensate you for the time you spend completing the study 
questionnaire. 
 
Has this study received ethical approval? 
 
Yes, the Medical Research Council Ethics Committee granted written approval for this 
study. 
 
Information and contact person 
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If you have any questions about the research you may contact the Executive Director 
of Gender Links, Colleen Low Morna or the research manager, Nwabisa Shai 
 
Tel: 011 622 8305, Email: justice@genderlinks.org.za  
 
If you have any questions or concern about your rights as a study participants you may 
can call Colleen Low Morna at the Gender Links at (011)  622 8305 . 
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INFORMED CONSENT FORM 

 
I hereby confirm that the person seeking my informed consent to participant in this 
study has given me information to my satisfaction. She explained to me the purpose, 
procedures involved, risk and benefits and my rights as a participant in the study. I 
have received the information leaflet for the study and have had enough time to read it 
on my own, ask questions and have been satisfactory answered all my questions 
regarding participation in the study. I have been told that the information I give to the 
study will together with other information gathered from other people, be 
anonymously processed into a research report and scientific publications. 
 
I am aware that it is my right to withdraw my consent in this study without any 
prejudice.  I hereby, freely and voluntary give my consent to participate in the study. 
 
Participant’s name……………………………………………………..(Please print) 
 
Participant’s signature…………………………Date……………………………… 
 
Researcher’s name………………………………………………….(Please print) 
 
Researcher’s signature………………………..Date……………………………… 
 
Witness’s name……………………………………………………...(Please print) 
 
Witness’s signature………………………………Date……………………………… 
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RELATIONSHIPS HOUSEHOLD SURVEY - GAUTENG 
 

( ENGLISH ) 
 
 

WOMEN’S QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Study ID number: ______________ 
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GBV SURVEY 
WOMEN’S (ENGLISH) QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Study identification number [    ] [    ] [    ] [    ] 

Visit Number [   ] 

Interviewer name 

 

 

Date of interview  

__  __ / __  __ / 200 __ 

D   D   M   M           Y 

Interview Site 

 

Specify: 
 

Cluster number:  [   ] [    ] 

Start Time of Interview  

________h________ 

 

 

Data Entry: 

 

First 
Entry: 

__  __ / __  __ / 200 __ 

D   D   M   M           Y 

______ 
Initials 

Second Entry: __  __ / __  __ / 200__ 

D   D   M   M          Y 

______ 
Initials 

 

Notes and Queries: 
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SECTION ONE:  BACKGROUND 
The first questions I want to ask you are about  yourself, your home and your childhood. Please try and relax, there are no 
right or wrong answers. Remember that everything you tell me will be kept secret. If there is a question you do not want to 
answer please tell me and we will skip  to the next question. 
NO. QUESTIONS AND FILTERS CODING CATEGORIES SKIP 
101 How old are you? 

 
18-20……………………………………………….1 
21-24……………………………………………….2 
25-29……………………………………………….3 
30-34……………………………………………….4 
35-39………………………………………………..5 
40-44……………………………………………….6 
45 or older…………………………………………7 
 
 
 

102 What is the highest standard or grade you have 
completed at school? 

 

NO SCHOOLING.................................................. 1 
PRIMARY SCHOOL INCOMPLETE……….……2 
PRIMARY SCHOOL COMPLETE (STD4)………3 
HIGH SCHOOL INCOMPLETE…………………4 
HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETE…..…………..……5 
FURTHER DEGREE OR QUALIFICATION 
INCOMPLETE ……………………..…….………6 
FURTHER DEGREE OR QUALIFICATION 
COMPLETE……………………………………..8 
DON’T KNOW………………………….………..9 

 
 

103 Are you currently studying? YES........................................................................ 1 
NO ......................................................................... 0 

104 With which race group do you identify? African ……………………………………….. 1 
Coloured ……………………………………… 2 
Indian ………………………………………… 3 
White ………………………………………… 4 
Other: ………………………………………… 5 

 

105 What is your religion, if you have one? 
 
 
 
 
Other _______________________ 

Christianity ……..…………………………….. 1 
Islam ……………..……………………………. 2 
Hinduism ……………………………………… 3 
Judaism …………..……………………………. 4 
Buddhism ………….………………………….. 5 
Other ……………….…………………………. 6 
None …………………………………………… 7 

 

106 Have you worked to earn money in the last 12 
months? 

YES ……………………………………….1 
NO……………...………………………….0 

 
110 

107 How much do you earn per month, before tax, and 
including benefits? 

R1 – R500…….…………………………………..1 
R501 – R1000…………………………………….2 
R1 001 – R2000.………………………………….3 
R2001 – R5000..………………………………….4 
R5001 – 10 000…………………………………...5 
10 001 – 20 000…………………………………...6  
20 000 or more…………………………………….7 
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108 What kind of work do you mainly do? 
 

Student………………………………………1 
Police, security or armed forces……………..2 
Piecework……………………………………3 
Trading or self employed……………………4 
Labourer on farm, mine, or building site………5 
Work in shop, office or business………………6 
Professional……………………………………7 
Domestic worker………………………………8 
Community Project…………………………….9 
 
 

 

109 Do you usually work … Throughout the year……………………................1 
Seasonally………………………………………...2 
Once in a while…………………………………...3 
Never worked……………………………..……...4 

 
 
 
 

110 Does your home have a television? YES........................................................................ 1 
NO ......................................................................... 0 

111 Does your home have a radio? YES........................................................................ 1 
NO…………………………………………………0 

112 Does your home have a car? YES........................................................................ 1 
NO…………………………………………………0 

113 What is your main source of news:  Newspaper…………………………………………1 
Radio………………………………………………..2 
Television…………………………………………3 
Tabloid…………………………………………….5 
Other………………………………………………6 
 

114 How often do you read, listen, or watch news?  Everyday ………………………………………… 1 
4-6 days …………………………………………. 2 
1-3 days …………………………………………. 3 
Not at all ………………………………………… 4 

115 Would you say that the people in your home often, 
sometimes, seldom or never go without food? 
 

OFTEN……………………..…………….…..…….1 
SOMETIMES………………………………………2 
SELDOM…………………..………………..……..3 
NEVER……………………………..…………..….4 

116 If you have an emergency and R100 was needed 
immediately, would you say it would be very easy, 
easy, quite difficult or very difficult to find the 
money?  

VERY DIFFICULT……..…………….…..…….1 
QUITE DIFFICULT………………………….…2 
EASY…………….…..…………………………..3 
VERY EASY……………………..…………..….4 

117 How many people, including all the children, live 
in your home?  

0…………………………………………………..1 
1…………………………………………………..2 
2……………………………………………………3 
3 or more…………………………………………..4 

118 
 

What level of schooling did your mother complete? NO SCHOOLING.................................................. 1 
PRIMARY SCHOOL INCOMPLETE……….……2 
PRIMARY SCHOOL COMPLETE (STD4)………3 
HIGH SCHOOL INCOMPLETE…………………4 
HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETE…..…………..……5 
POST SCHOOL QUALIFICATION…….………6 
DON’T KNOW………………………….………..7 

119 What level of schooling did your father complete? NO SCHOOLING.................................................. 1 
PRIMARY SCHOOL INCOMPLETE……….……2 
PRIMARY SCHOOL COMPLETE (STD4)………3 
HIGH SCHOOL INCOMPLETE…………………4 
HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETE…..…………..……5 
POST SCHOOL QUALIFICATION…….………6 
DON’T KNOW………………………….………..7 
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SECTION 2: CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES (FROM BIRTH TO 18 YEARS) 
I want to ask you some questions about your childhood and teenage years. Can you tell me how often the following things 
happened to you? I will read out some statements and I want to know if each one was never true, sometimes true, often true 
or very often true.  
 
  Never 

1 
Sometimes 
2 

Often 
3 

Very Often 
4 

 

140 Before I reached 18 I did not have enough to eat 1 2 3 4 
 

 

141 Before I reached 18 I lived in different 
households at different times 

1 2 3 4 
 

 

142 Before I reached 18 I saw or heard my mother 
being beaten by her husband or boyfriend 

1 2 3 4  

143 Before I reached 18 I was told I was lazy or 
stupid or weak by someone in my family 

1 2 3 4  

144 Before I reached 18 someone touched my 
buttocks or genitals or made me touch them 
when I did not want to 

1 2 3 4  

145 Before I reached 18 I was insulted or humiliated 
by someone in my family in front of other people 

1 2 3 4  

146 Before I reached 18 I was beaten at home with a 
belt or stick or whip or something else which was 
hard 

1 2 3 4  

147 Before I reached 18 I had sex with a woman who 
was more than 5 years older than me 

1 2 3 4  

148 Before I reached 18 one or both of my parents 
were too drunk to take care of me  

1 2 3 4  

149 Before I reached 18 I was beaten so hard at home 
that it left a mark or bruise  

1 2 3 4  

150 Before I reached 18 I spent time outside the 
home and none of the adults at home knew where 
I was 

1 2 3 4  

151 Before I reached 18 I had sex with someone 
because I was threatened or frightened or forced 

1 2 3 4  

152 Before I reached 18 I was beaten or physically 
punished at school by a teacher 

1 2 3 4  

159 I was forced to have sex against my will by a 
boyfriend 

1 2 3 4  

 
 

SECTION 3: COMMUNITY IDEAS ABOUT GENDER RELATIONS (Social norms) 
Now I would like to ask your  opinion on some statements on what the community thinks about relations between men and 
women,  can you tell me if your community strongly agree, agree, disagree or strongly disagree with the following statements:  
160 
 

Your community thinks that a woman should obey her husband SA 
1   

A 
2 

D 
3 

SD 
4 

 

161  
Your community thinks that if a woman works she should give her 
money to her husband. 

1 2 3 4  

162  
Your community thinks that a man should have the final say in all 
family matters. 

1 2 3 4  

163  
Your community thinks that men should share the work around the 
house with women such as doing dishes, cleaning and cooking. 

1 2 3 4  

164  
Your community thinks that a woman needs her husband’s permission 
to do paid work. 

1 2 3 4  

165  1 2 3 4  
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Your community thinks that a woman can refuse to have sex with her 
husband. 

166  
Your community thinks that children belong to a man and his family. 

1 2 3 4  

167  
Your community thinks that there is nothing a woman can do if her 
husband wants to have girlfriends. 

1 2   3 4    

168 Your community thinks that if a wife does something wrong her 
husband has the right to  punish her 

1 2 3 4  

169  
Your community thinks that  If a man has paid Lobola for his wife, he 
owns her. 

1 2 3 4  

170 Your community thinks that if a man has paid Lobola for his wife, she 
must have sex when he wants it. 

1 2 3 4  

171 Your community thinks that iIf a man beats you it shows that he loves 
you. 

1 2 3 4  

172  Your community thinks that people should be treated the same whether 
they are male or female 

1  2 3 4  

 
SECTION 4: COMMUNITY IDEAS ABOUT RAPE:  
 
Now I would like to ask what the community believes,  can you tell me if your community strongly agrees, agrees, 
disagrees or strongly disagrees with the following statements: 

198 Your community thinks that when a woman is raped, she is usually to 
blame for putting herself in that situation. 

1 2 3 4  

199 Your community thinks that in some rape cases women actually want it 
to happen. 
 

1 2 3 4  

200 Your community thinks that if a woman doesn’t physically fight back, 
you can’t really say it was rape. 

1 2 3 4 
 

 

201 Your community thinks that it is possible for a woman to be raped by 
her husband  

1 2 3 4  

202 In any rape case one would have to question whether the victim is 
promiscuous or has a bad reputation. 

1 2 3 4 
 

 

 

SECTION 5: IDEAS ABOUT GENDER RELATIONS 
I have asked what your community thinks now I would like to ask your  opinion on the same statements on relations between 
men and women,  can you tell me if you strongly agree, agree, disagree or strongly disagree with the following statements:  
203 
 

A woman should obey her husband SA 
1   

A 
2 

D 
3 

SD 
4 

 

204  
If a woman works she should give her money to her husband. 

1 2 3 4  

205  
A man should have the final say in all family matters. 

1 2 3 4  

206  
Men should share the work around the house with women such as 
doing dishes, cleaning and cooking. 

1 2 3 4  

207  
A woman needs her husband’s permission to do paid work. 

1 2 3 4  

208  
A woman can refuse to have sex with her husband. 

1 2 3 4  

209  
Children belong to a man and his family. 

1 2 3 4  

210  
There is nothing a woman can do if her husband wants to have 
girlfriends. 

1 2   3 4    

211 If a wife does something wrong her husband has the right to  punish 
her 

1 2 3 4  

212  1 2 3 4  
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 Sisters should obey their brothers? 
213  

 If a man has paid Lobola for his wife, he owns her. 
1 2 3 4  

214 If a man has paid Lobola for his wife, she must have sex when he 
wants it. 

1 2 3 4  

215  If a man beats you it shows that he loves you. 1 2 3 4  
216 People should be treated the same whether they are male or female 1  2 3 4  
 

SECTION 6: RAPE MYTH SCALE:  
 
Now I would like to ask your  opinion on some statements on your opinion,  can you tell me if you strongly agree, 
agree, disagree or strongly disagree with the following statements: 

217 When a woman is raped, she is usually to blame for putting herself in 
that situation. 

1 2 3 4  

218 In some rape cases women actually want it to happen. 
 

1 2 3 4  

219 If a woman doesn’t physically fight back, you can’t really say it was 
rape. 

1 2 3 4 
 

 

220 It is possible for a woman to be raped by her husband  1 2 3 4  
221 In any rape case one would have to question whether the victim is 

promiscuous or has a bad reputation. 
1 2 3 4 

 
 

 
 
 

   
Thank you for answering those. We know it was a lot of questions but we hope you found them interesting. We want to 
ask you a few more that are very similar.   
 

  SECTION 7: GENDER EQUITABLE WOMEN SCALE Strongly 
Agree 

Agree 
 

Disagr
ee 
 

Strongl
y 
Disagre
e 
 

222 You don’t talk about sex, you just do it. 1 2 
 

3 4 

223 There are times when a woman deserves to be beaten. 1 2 
 

3 4 

224 Changing diapers, giving kids a bath, and feeding the kids are the mother’s 
responsibility. 

1 2 3 4 

225 It is a woman’s responsibility to avoid getting pregnant. 1 2 
 

3 4 

226 Men are always ready to have sex. 1 2 
 

3 4 

227 My husband or boyfriend would be outraged if I asked him to use a condom. 1 2 
 

3 4 

228  
To be a man, you need to be tough. 

1 2 3 4 

229  
Men should be embarrassed if they are unable to get an erection during sex. 

1 2 3 4 

 
 

SECTION 8: PREGNANCY AND CHILDREN 
 
The next set of questions are about different aspects of  your  health and any children you may have. 

NO. QUESTIONS AND FILTERS CODING CATEGORIES SKIP 
230 Have you ever had sex? YES ..........................................................1 

NO……………………………………….0 249 
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231 At what age did you first have sexual intercourse? 12 and younger……………………………1 
13………………………………………….2 
14………………………………………….3 
15………………………………………….4 
16………………………………………….5 
17………………………………………….6 
18………………………………………….7 
19…………………………………………8 
20 and over……………………………….9 
 

232 Which of the following statements most closely 
describes your experiences the first time you had 
sexual intercourse?  
I was willing; I was persuaded; I was tricked; I 
was forced; I was raped. 

I was willing…………………………….1 
I was persuaded…………………………2 
I was forced …………………………….3 
I was raped ….………………………….4 

 

234 Who was this with? BOYFRIEND……………………………..1 
HUSBAND……………………………….2 
FATHER OR FAMILY MEMBER………3 
TEACHER……………………………….4 
BOY FROM SCHOOL/AREA……………5 
MAN FROM AREA………………………6 
STRANGER/UNKNOWN PERSON…….7 
FRIEND OF THE FAMILY……………..8 
OTHER……………………………………9 

235 Have you ever used a condom? 
 

YES ..........................................................1 
NO……………………………………….0 

236 Are you currently doing something or using any 
method to delay or avoid getting pregnant? 

YES ........................................................................1 
NO ..........................................................................0 238 

237 Which method are you using? INJECTION……………………………………….1 
PILL……………………………………………….2 
CONDOM…………………………………………3 
IUD………………………………………………4 
HERB/OTHER TRADITIONAL METHOD…….5 
CONDOM & PILL/INJECTION…..…………….6 
OTHER______________________________   7 
                             (specify) 
 

239 
239 
239 
239 
239 
239 
239 

238 Have you ever used contraception? YES ........................................................................1 
NO ..........................................................................0 

239 Have you ever been pregnant? 
 

YES ..........................................................1 
NO………………………………………..0 249 

240 How old were you when you had your first child?  
 

14 or Younger….………………………….1 
15………………………………………….2 
16………………………………………….3 
17………………………………………….4 
18………………………………………….5 
19…………………………………………6 
20 and over……………………………….7 
 

241 At the time you became pregnant did you want to 
become pregnant then, did you want to wait until 
later, or did you not want to have any children at 
all?  

THEN……………………………………………..1 
LATER……………………………………………2 
NOT WANT ANY CHILDREN……………….3 
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242 How many children have you given birth to? 0………………………………………………..………….1 
1……………………………………………….…………..2 
2……………………………………………..…………….3 
3…………………………………………..……………….4 
4……………………………………………………………5 
5……………………………………………..…………….6 
6…………………………………………………………..7 
7…………………………………………………………..8 
8 or more…………………………………………………9 

249 

243 How old is your oldest child? 0-5 Months……………………..…………….…1 
6 months to 1 year………………………………2 
1 year to 5 years.………………………………..3 
More than 5 years but less than 18 …………….4 
More than 18 years……………………………..5 

244 How old is your youngest child? 0-5 Months……………………..…………….…1 
6 months to 1 year………………………………2 
1 year to 5 years.………………………………..3 
More than 5 years but less than 18 …………….4 
More than 18 years……………………………..5 

245 Do you have any children under 18 who do not 
live with you? 

Yes………………………………………………..1 
No…………………………………………………2 249 

246 How often do you give money for their upkeep? Every month………………………………………1 
Not monthly but more than 3 times a year..………2 
1-2 times a year……………………………………3 
Less often than once a year………………………..4 

247 Thinking about the role you have in your 
child’s/children’s life/lives, would you like it to 
be: 

Bigger……………………………………………..1 
The same…………………………………………..2 
Less in some way………………………………….3 
I don’t have a role ………………………………4 

248 Thinking about the role you have in your 
child’s/children’s life how does it compare with 
your mother’s role in your life, is it:  

Bigger……………………………………………1 
The same…………………………………………..2 
Less in some way………………………………….3 
Didn’t have a role ………………………………4 

 

Section 9: Exposure to Domestic Violence  
249 Do you know of anyone that has been hit/hurt by 

her husband/boyfriend in your neighbourhood? 
YES ..........................................................1 
NO………………………………………..0 

250 Do you know of anyone that has been hit/hurt by 
her husband/boyfriend in your family? 

YES ..........................................................1 
NO………………………………………..0 

251 Have you ever personally intervened in a physical 
dispute between a man and a woman? 

YES ..........................................................1 
NO………………………………………..0 252 

251 Has this happened in the past 12 months? YES ..........................................................1 
NO………………………………………..0 

 
 
 

SECTION 10: MALE PARTNER 
 

NO. QUESTIONS AND FILTERS CODING CATEGORIES SKIP 
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252 Do you currently have a boyfriend or are you 
married or living with a man or are you a widow, 
separated or divorced or married in a polygamous 
relationship? 

MARRIED .............................................................1 
LIVING WITH MAN.............................................2
BOYFRIEND .........................................................3
NO BOYFRIEND ..................................................4
WIDOW…………………………………………5 
SEPARATED……………………………………6 
DIVORCED…………………………….………7 
POLYGAMOUS MARRIAGE…………………8 

253 

253 Have you ever had a boyfriend or husband?  YES .......................................................... 1 
NO............................................................ 0  329 

254 How old is your current or most recent 
boyfriend/husband? 

 
17 or younger……………………………………………..1 
18-20……………………………………………………….2 
21-24………………………………………………………..3 
25-29……………………………………………………….4 
30-34……………………………………………………….5 
35-39……………………………………………………….6 
40-44……………………………………………………….7 
45 or older…………………………………………………9 

255 How old were you when you got married? 17 or younger…………………………………………….1 
18-20……………………………………………………….2 
21-24………………………………………………………3 
25-29……………………………………………………….4 
30-34………………………………………………………5 
35-39……………………………………………..……….6 
40-44………………………………………………………7 
45 or older…………………………………………8 
Never married ………………………………… 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 257 
256 Was it an arranged married?  YES .......................................................... 1 

NO............................................................ 0 
 

257 Does your current or most recent boyfriend/husband 
drink alcohol? How often? 

 

EVERY DAY/NEARLY EVERY DAY .. 1 
ONLY AT WEEKENDS.......................... 2 
A FEW TIMES IN A MONTH ................ 3 
LESS THAN ONCE A MONTH ............. 4 
NEVER .................................................... 5 
DON’T KNOW………………………....6 

258 Does your current or most recent boyfriend/husband 
use drugs? How often? 

EVERY DAY/NEARLY EVERY DAY .. 1 
ONLY AT WEEKENDS.......................... 2 
A FEW TIMES IN A MONTH ................ 3 
LESS THAN ONCE A MONTH ............. 4 
NEVER .................................................... 5 
 DON’T KNOW………………………....9 

259 How likely do you think it is that your husband or 
boyfriend is having sex with someone else? Would you say 
he definitely is, probably is, probably is not or definitely is 
not? 

DEFINITELY  IS   ………………………1 
PROBABLY  IS………………...……….2  
PROBABLY  NOT   ……………………3 
DEFINITELY NOT…………....……….4 

260 If you are in a polygamous marriage, in addition to you 
and his other wives, is your husband having sex with 
someone else? Would you say he definitely is, probably is, 
probably is not or definitely is not? 

DEFINITELY  IS   ………………………1 
PROBABLY  IS………………...……….2  
PROBABLY  NOT   ……………………3 
DEFINITELY NOT…………....……….4 

261 Is your husband or boyfriend your ONLY partner? NO………………………………………...0 
YES...........................................................1 
DON’T KNOW…………………………...2 
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Section 11: RELATIONSHIP  CONTROL 
I would now like to read out some statements and I would like you to think about your relationship with 
________________and for each statement to tell me if you strongly agree, agree, disagree or strongly disagree 
262 If I ask my partner to use a condom, he would beat or hit me SA 

1 
A 
2 
 

D 
3 

SD 
4 
 

263 If I ask my partner to use a condom, he would get angry 1 2 3 4 

264 My partner won’t let me wear certain things 1 2 3 4 

 
265 

My partner has more to say than I do about important decisions that 
affect us. 

1 2 3 4 

266 My partner tells me who I can spend time with. 1 2 3 4 

267 I could leave our relationship any time I wanted to. 1 2 3 4 

268 My partner does what he wants, even if I don’t want him to. 1 2 3 4 

269 If I ask my partner to use a condom, he would think that I’m having sex 
with other people 

1 2 3 4 

270 When my partner and I disagree, he gets his way most of the time 1 2 3 4 

271 Because my partner buys me things he expects me to please him. 1 2 3 4 

272 My partner always wants to know where I am 1 2 3 4 

 
 

NO. QUESTIONS AND FILTERS CODING CATEGORIES SKIP 
 EMOTIONAL ABUSE 

In any relationship there are good times and bad times. I now want to ask you about some of the 
bad times we have in relationships and what has happened. Remember there are no right or 
wrong answers and any thing you say will be kept confidential.  

273 Has your husband or boyfriend ever insulted you or 
made you feel bad about yourself? Did this happen 
many times, a few times, once or did it not happen?  

NEVER.....................................................1 
ONCE .......................................................2 
FEW..........................................................3 
MANY ......................................................4 

274 Has your husband or boyfriend ever belittled or 
humiliated you in front of other people? Did this happen 
many times, a few times, once or did it not happen? 

NEVER.....................................................1 
ONCE .......................................................2 
FEW..........................................................3 
MANY ......................................................4 

275 Has your husband or boyfriend ever done things to scare 
or intimidate you on purpose for example by the way he 
looked at you, by yelling and smashing things? Did this 
happen many times, a few times, once or did it not 
happen? 

NEVER.....................................................1 
ONCE .......................................................2 
FEW..........................................................3 
MANY ......................................................4 

276 Has your husband or boyfriend ever threatened to hurt 
you? Did this happen many times, a few times, once or 
did it not happen? 

NEVER.....................................................1 
ONCE .......................................................2 
FEW..........................................................3 
MANY ......................................................4 

277 Has your husband or boyfriend ever stopped you from 
seeing any of your friends? Did this happen many times, 
a few times, once or did it not happen? 

NEVER.....................................................1 
ONCE .......................................................2 
FEW..........................................................3 
MANY ......................................................4 
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278 Has your husband or any boyfriend ever boasted about 
or brought home girlfriends? Did this happen many 
times, a few times, once or did it not happen? 
 

NEVER.....................................................1 
ONCE .......................................................2 
FEW..........................................................3 
MANY………………………4 

279 Have any of these things happened in the past 12 
months?  

YES……………………………………….1 
NO………………………………………..2 

 ECONOMIC ABUSE 
Sometimes the man controls the finances in relationship. I would like to discuss some of the 
economic issues within our relationships. I want you to speak freely and remember that 
everything you say will be confidential. 

280 Has your husband or any boyfriend ever prohibited you 
from getting a job, going to work, trading, earning money 
or participating in income generation projects? Did this 
happen many times, a few times, once or did it not 
happen? 

NEVER.....................................................1 
ONCE .......................................................2 
FEW..........................................................3 

MANY……………………………………4 

281 If you have had any income, has your husband or any 
boyfriend ever taken your earnings from you? Did this 
happen many times, a few times, once or did it not 
happen? 

NEVER.....................................................1 
ONCE .......................................................2 
FEW..........................................................3 

MANY……………………………………4 
282 Has your husband or any boyfriend ever forced you or 

your children to leave the house where you were living? 
Did this happen many times, a few times, once or did it 
not happen? 

NEVER.....................................................1 
ONCE .......................................................2 
FEW..........................................................3 

MANY……………………………………4 
283 Has your husband or any boyfriend ever not provided 

money to run the house or look after the children, but has 
money for other things? Did this happen many times, a 
few times, once or did it not happen? 

NEVER.....................................................1 
ONCE .......................................................2 
FEW..........................................................3 

MANY……………………………………4 
284 Have any of these things happened in the past 12 

months?  

YES……………………………………….1 
NO………………………………………..2 

 PHYSICAL ABUSE 
Men often fight with their girlfriends and often these fights get physical. I am going to ask some 
questions about this because we want to learn more about what women experience in their lives. I 
want you to speak freely and remember that everything you say will be confidential. 

285 Has your husband or boyfriend ever slapped you or 
threw something at you which could hurt you? Did this 
happen many times, a few times, once or did it not 
happen? 

NEVER.....................................................1 
ONCE .......................................................2 
FEW..........................................................3 
MANY ......................................................4 

286 Has your husband or boyfriend ever pushed or shoved 
you? Did this happen many times, a few times, once or 
did it not happen? 

NEVER.....................................................1 
ONCE .......................................................2 
FEW..........................................................3 
MANY ......................................................4 

287 Has your husband or boyfriend ever hit you with a fist 
or with something else which could hurt you? Did this 
happen many times, a few times, once or did it not 
happen? 

NEVER.....................................................1 
ONCE .......................................................2 
FEW..........................................................3 
MANY ......................................................4 

288 Has your husband or boyfriend ever kicked, dragged, 
beat, choke or burnt you? Did this happen many times, a 
few times, once or did it not happen? 

NEVER.....................................................1 
ONCE .......................................................2 
FEW..........................................................3 
MANY ......................................................4 

289 Has your husband or boyfriend ever threatened to use or 
actually use a gun, knife or other weapon against you? 
Did this happen many times, a few times, once or did it 
not happen? 

NEVER.....................................................1 
ONCE .......................................................2 
FEW..........................................................3 
MANY ......................................................4 

290 Have any of these things happened in the past 12 
months?  

YES……………………………………….1 
NO………………………………………..2 

CHK3  IF ANY PHYSICAL VIOLENCE IS REPORTED PROCEED TO THE NEXT QUESTION 
OTHERWISE SKIP TO Q.254 
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291 Have you ever been injured during any of these physical 
disputes? 

YES..................................1 
NO....................................0 

 
 

303 
292 How many times? ________    TIMES  

293 Did you ever stay in bed because of these injuries? YES..................................1 
NO....................................0   295 

294 How many days? ____________DAYS 

295 Did you ever take days off from income generating work 
because of these injuries? 

YES..................................1 
NO....................................0  
HAS HAD NO PAID WORK ...................3  297 

 297 
296 How many days? ____________DAYS 

297 Did you ever not leave the house because of these 
injuries 

YES..................................1 
NO.............................0  

 299 
298 For how many days did you not leave the house? _________DAYS 

299 Did you seek medical attention for these injuries? YES...................................1 
NO.............................0  303 

300 What form of treatment did you receive? 
 
                    RECORD ALL MENTIONED. 
 
If other, please specify. 
_____________________________________________ 

SURGERY.............................................1 
ADMITTED TO HOSPITAL ................2 
BROKEN BONES TREATED...............3 
STITCHES..............................................4 
DENTAL CARE.....................................5 
PAINKILLERS......................................6 
BANDAGING/ OINTMENT..................7 
OTHER....................................................8 

301 
 

Did you tell them about the cause of your injury? YES......................................1 
NO......................................0 

303 

302 Why didn’t you tell them the cause of your injury? IT’S A PRIVATE ISSUE....................1  
SCARED OF YOUR PARTNER ......2 
THEY WERE NOT FRIENDLY.......3 
ASHAMED........................................4 
DID NOT ASK...................................5 
OTHER...............................................6 

303 Have you ever reported any physical abuse or threats to 
the police 

YES...................................1 
NO.....................................0 306 

304 How did the police respond? 

 

 Other ________________________________ 

They opened a docket ……………1 

They sent me away ……………... 2 

Other …………………………….. 3 
305 Where do these incidents generally occur: 

                        
PROMPT.               RECORD ALL MENTIONED. 
 
If other, please specify. 

_____________________________________________
__ 

AT HOME.................................1 
AT HIS HOME..........................2 
AT WORK.................................3 
AT SCHOOL.............................4 
OUTSIDE/NEAR HOUSE…….5 
AT FRIENDS /RELATIVES.....6 
AT BARS/NIGHTCLUBS.........7 
OTHER.......................................8 
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306 Did you tell anyone in your family? YES……………………………..1 
NO………………………………2 

307 How did they respond?  They blamed me for it…………………….1 
They supported me……………………......2 
They did not seem to care………………...3 
They were hurt by it……………………....4 
They advised me to report it to police……5 

 

SEXUAL ABUSE 

308 Has your husband or boyfriend ever physically forced you 
to have sex when you did not want to? Did this happen 
many times, a few times, once or did it not happen? 

NEVER.....................................................1 
ONCE .......................................................2 
FEW..........................................................3 
MANY ......................................................4 

309 Have you ever have sex with your husband or boyfriend 
when you did not want to because you were afraid of what 
he might do? Did this happen many times, a few times, 
once or did it not happen? 

NEVER.....................................................1 
ONCE .......................................................2 
FEW..........................................................3 
MANY ......................................................4 

310 Has your husband or boyfriend ever forced you to do 
something sexual that you found degrading or humiliating? 
Did this happen many times, a few times, once or did it not 
happen? 

NEVER.....................................................1 
ONCE .......................................................2 
FEW..........................................................3 
MANY ......................................................4 

311 Have any of these things happened in the past 12 months?  YES……………………………………….1 
NO………………………………………..2 

Check 4:  if YES to 254, 255, 256, 257 then  go to Q.258  or go to Q265 

312 Did you report the incident to anyone? YES…………………………………….1 
NO ………………………………………0 314 

313 Who did you report it to? 
 
 
 
 
Other ________________________________________ 

Police ………………………Yes 1     No 0 
Health service/Dr/nurse ...…Yes 1     No 0 
Social worker ………………Yes 1     No 0 
Community leader/headman Yes 1    No 0 
Senior family member ….…Yes 1     No 0 
Other …………………….…Yes 1     No 0 

314 Did you receive any medication/treatment for sexually 
transmitted infection ?  

YES…………………………………….1 
NO ………………………………………0 
Don’t know 

315 Did you receive any medication/treatment for Preventing 
pregnancy                                     

YES…………………………………….1 
NO ………………………………………0 
Don’t know 

316 Did you receive any medication/treatment for Preventing 
transmission of HIV (PEP)           

YES…………………………………….1 
NO ………………………………………0 
Don’t know 

317 Did you return to the hospital for a follow up visits? 
 

Yes …………………………………… 1 
No ……………………......................... 0 
 
Can’t remember ………………………. 2 

 
 319 

 
 319 

318 How many times did you go back?  
_____________ number 

319 Did you receive counselling with regards to the incident 
that you experienced?  

YES …………………………………. 1 
NO …………………………………… 2 
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 SECTION 13: ABUSE IN PREGNANCY 

CHECK 1 CHECK QUESTION  239 
 
Ever pregnant - go to 320.   Has never been pregnant - go to 329. 
....................................................................  

 Although pregnancy is highly valued in South African culture, in some cases, a woman’s difficulties do 
not stop whilst she is pregnant.  During any of your pregnancies, did anyone ever do any of the following 
to you? 

320 During any of your pregnancies, did the father ever refuse 
to buy clothes to prepare for the baby? 
 

YES…………………………………….1 
NO ………………………………………0 
 

321 During any of your pregnancies, did the father ever prevent 
you from going to the clinic for check-ups? 

YES…………………………………….1 
NO ………………………………………0 
 

322 During any of your pregnancies, did anyone ever kick, 
bite, slap, hit you, or throw something at you? 

YES…………………………………….1 
NO ………………………………………0 
 

324 

323 In how many pregnancies has this occurred?  
________PREGNANCIES 

324 Do you think you were beaten because you were pregnant? YES…………………………………….1 
NO ………………………………………0 
 

325 Were you hurt on the stomach? YES…………………………………….1 
NO ………………………………………0 
 

326 Have you ever had a miscarriage which you think was 
because of being beaten? 

YES…………………………………….1 
NO ………………………………………0 
 

327 Have you ever gone into premature labour which you think 
was because of being beaten? 

YES…………………………………….1 
NO ………………………………………0 

328 Have you ever been physically forced to have sex when 
you did not want to while you were pregnant? Did this 
happen many times, a few times, once or did it not happen? 

NEVER.....................................................1 
ONCE .......................................................2 
FEW..........................................................3 
MANY ......................................................4 

 
 
 

ALL WOMEN, EVEN THOSE WHO  
HAVE NEVER HAD A BOYFRIEND, SHOULD BE ASKED THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

 
SEXUAL VIOLENCE  PERPETRATED BY A PERSON OTHER THAN A BOYFRIEND 

 
IF INTERVIEWEES HERE MENTION BEING FORCED TO HAVE SEX BY A  BOYFRIEND, CHECK THAT THIS WAS 
REPORTED IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS 298 & 299 OR 300.  IF SHE DID NOT MENTION IT THEN, GO BACK TO 
QUESTIONS 298, 299 AND 300 AND ASK THE QUESTIONS AGAIN AND RECORD THE RESPONSES. 
 
THEN ASK QUESTION 318 AGAIN AND PROBE BY SAYING “DID ANYONE WHO OTHER THEN YOUR 
BOYFRIEND DO THIS TO YOU” 
 
329 How many times have you been forced or persuaded to 

have sex against your will by a man who wasn’t your 
husband or boyfriend?  

Never ........................................................1 
Once .........................................................2 
More than 1 time.....................................3 

 334 
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330 Can you tell me who did this the first time?  FATHER OR FAMILY MEMBER………1 
TEACHER……………………………….2 
BOY FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD……..3 
MAN FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD……..4 
STRANGER/UNKNOWN PERSON…….5 
FRIEND OF THE FAMILY……………..6 
EX-BOYFRIEND………………………...7 
OTHER…………………………………..8 
 
Specify: 

331 How old were you?  
17 or younger……………………………………….1 
18-20…………………………………………………2 
21-24………………………………………………..3 
25-29…………………………………………………4 
30-34………………………………………………5 
35-39……………………………………………….6 
40-44……………………………………………….7 
45 OR OVER………………………………………8 
 
 

 
 

332 Did this happen in the last 12 months?  YES……………………………………….1 
NO………………………………………..2 

333 Can you tell me who did this the last time?  FATHER OR FAMILY MEMBER………1 
TEACHER……………………………….2 
BOY FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD……..3 
MAN FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD……..4 
STRANGER/UNKNOWN PERSON…….5 
FRIEND OF THE FAMILY……………..6 
EX-BOYFRIEND………………………...7 
OTHER…………………………………..8 
 
Specify: 

334 How many times has a man who was not your husband or 
boyfriend tried to force or persuade you to have sex 
against your will but did not succeed in doing this?  

Never ........................................................1 
Once .........................................................2 
More than 1 time.....................................3 

chk2 

335 How old were you?  17 or younger…………………………………….1 
18-20……………………………………………….2 
21-24………………………………………………3 
25-29…………………………………………………4 
30-34……………………………………………….5 
35-39……………………………………………….6 
40-44……………………………………………….7 
45 OR OVER………………………………………8 
 

336 Can you tell me who did this the first time?  FATHER OR FAMILY MEMBER………1 
TEACHER……………………………….2 
BOY FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD……..3 
MAN FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD……..4 
STRANGER/UNKNOWN PERSON…….5 
FRIEND OF THE FAMILY……………..6 
EX-BOYFRIEND………………………...7 
OTHER…………………………………..8 
 
Specify: 

337 Did this happen in the last 12 months?  YES……………………………………….1 
NO………………………………………..2 
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338 Can you tell me who did this the last time?  FATHER OR FAMILY MEMBER………1 
TEACHER……………………………….2 
BOY FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD……..3 
MAN FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD……..4 
STRANGER/UNKNOWN PERSON…….5 
FRIEND OF THE FAMILY……………..6 
EX-BOYFRIEND………………………...7 
OTHER…………………………………..8 
 
Specify: 

339 How many times were you forced to have sex with one man 
when you were too drunk or drugged? 

Never.........................................................1 
Once..........................................................2 
More than 1 time……………………...…3 

 

340 How many times have you been forced or persuaded to have 
sex with more than one man at the same time?  

Never.........................................................1 
Once..........................................................2 
More than 1 time……………………….3 

 

CHECK 2 
PLEASE RESPOND ABOUT THE MOST RECENT INCIDENT. If she answered yes to Q318, OR Q329 OR 

Q330 

 

341 Did you report the incident to anyone? YES…………………………………….1 
NO ………………………………………0 

 
343 

342 Who did you report it to? 
 
 
 
 
Other ________________________________________ 

a. Police ……………………Yes 1     No 0 
b. Health service/Dr/nurse ...…Yes 1     No 0 
c. Social worker ……………Yes 1     No 0 
d. Community leader/headman Yes 1    No 0 
e. Senior family member ….…Yes 1     No 0 
f. Other ………………….…Yes 1     No 0 

 

343 Did you receive any medication/treatment for sexually 
transmitted infection?  

YES…………………………………….1 
NO ………………………………………0 
Don’t know 

 

344 Did you receive any medication/treatment for preventing 
pregnancy                                     

YES…………………………………….1 
NO ………………………………………0 
Don’t know 

 

345 Did you receive any medication/treatment for preventing 
transmission of HIV (PEP)           

YES…………………………………….1 
NO ………………………………………0 
Don’t know 

 

346 Did you return to the hospital for a follow up visit? 
 

YES ………………………………… 1 
NO ……………………………........... 0 
 
CAN’T REMEMBER ………………. 2 

 
 348 

 
 348 

347 How many times did you go back for follow up after the 
incident? 

 Never........................................................1 
Once..........................................................2 
More than 1 time……………………...…3 

 

348 Did you receive counselling with regards to the incident that 
you experienced?  

YES 
NO 

 

THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ARE IN RELATION TO ANY ABUSE YOU HAVE EXPERIENCED 
WHETHER WITH A MAIN PARTNER OR SOMEONE YOU DIDN’T KNOW 

 

349 Have you ever felt that you failed a grade because you could 
not concentrate because of the abuse you experienced in your 
life                             

YES……………1 
                                                                          

NO……………2 

 

350 Have you ever lost a job because you were being sexually 
violated by a colleague or boss?    
 

YES……………1 
                                                                          

NO……………2 

 

351 Have you ever needed to go see a doctor or health worker 
because you could not cope with the abuse you experienced 
in your life 

YES……………1 
                                                                          

NO……………2 

 

352 Have you ever been blamed by other people for the abuse you 
experienced 

YES……………1 
                                                                          

NO……………2 
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 Section 14: SEXUAL HARASSMENT AND ABUSE 

INTRODUCTION: 
In many instances, women are treated badly simply because they are girls or women.  I would like to ask you 
about some of the ways in which some men try to make advances and persuade or force women to have sexual 
relations with them.  Although some of the questions are difficult to answer, I would like you to try to answer 
them openly.  Your answers will be kept secret.   
 

 

353 Has any man ever hinted or threatened that you could lose 
your job, or that your work might be hurt if you did not 
have sex with him? 
 
 

YES...................................1 
NO....................................2 
NEVER WORKED............3 

 

354 Has any teacher/principal/lecturer ever hinted or 
threatened that you could fail your exams or get bad 
marks, or that your schooling would be damaged if you did 
not have sex with him? 

YES..................................................1 
NO...................................................0    
NEVER WENT TO SCHOOL..........2 

 
 

 357 
357 

355 Has any teacher/principal/lecturer ever commented on 
what you were wearing or said something sexually explicit 
about you that made you feel uncomfortable? 

YES ............................1 

NO...............................0 

 

356 Has any teacher/principal/lecturer ever touched you in a 
way that made you feel uncomfortable? 

YES ............................1 

NO...............................0 

 

357 Has any man ever insisted that you have sex with him 
before he would give you a job? 

YES ............................1 
NO...............................0 
NEVER TRIED TO GET WORK.......3 

 
 
 

363 
358 Has any employer/ colleague in the workplace ever hinted 

or threatened that you could fail your exams or get bad 
marks, or that your schooling would be damaged if you did 
not have sex with him? 

YES ............................1 
NO...............................0 

NEVER WORKED.......3 

 

359 Has any employer/ colleague in the workplace ever 
commented on what you were wearing or said something 
sexually explicit about you that made you feel 
uncomfortable? 

YES ............................1 
NO...............................0 

NEVER WORKED.......3 

 

360 Has any employer/colleague in the workplace ever touched 
you in a way that made you feel uncomfortable? 

YES ............................1 
NO...............................0 

NEVER WORKED.......3 

 

361 How many times has it happened in the last year? Never ........................................................1 
Once..........................................................2 

More than 1 time…………………………3 
 

 

362 Did you report it to the police? YES ............................1 
NO...............................0 

 

363 Have you ever been touched by a stranger/taxi driver in a 
way that made you feel uncomfortable while taking public 
transport? 

YES ............................1 
NO...............................0 

 
365 

364 Did you report it to the police? YES ............................1 
NO...............................0 
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SECTION 15: SEXUAL BEHAVIOUR 
 
The next questions are about your sexual relationships. I know that these questions can be embarrassing. Please remember that 
everything you say will be kept secret and your name will not appear anywhere on the questionnaire. We are asking over 1000 
women the same questions, and we know that women have a wide range of experiences. Some start having sex in their early teens; 
some start a bit later. Most of us have more than one partner. 
 
365 When was the last time you had sex?  

One week……………………………………………...1 
Two weeks…………………………………………….2 
One month…………………………………………….3 
Three months…………………………………………4 
Six months…………………………………………….5 
One year………………………………………………6 
Over a year……………………………………………7 
Never had sex ………………………………8 
 

 

366 In the past year, would you say you use condoms always, 
often or sometimes? 

NO USE ....................................................1 
ALWAYS .................................................2 
OFTEN .....................................................3 
SOMETIMES…………………………….4 

 
 
 
 

367 How many main partners have you had sex with in the last 
year? 

0 
1 
2 or 3 
4 or 5 
6-10 
11-15 
20-30 
30-50 
50 or more 
 

 

368 Please think now about any men you've had sex with more 
than once but who you didn't consider to be your main 
boyfriend at the time.  
How many such men have you had sex with in the past year? 

0 
1 
2 or 3 
4 or 5 
6-10 
11-15 
20-30 
30-50 
50 or more 
 

 

369 Please think about any men you've had sex with only one 
time.  
How many once-off partners have you had sex with in the 
past year? 

0 
1 
2 or 3 
4 or 5 
6-10 
11-15 
20-30 
30-50 
50 or more 
 

 

 We would like to ask you about the number of sexual partners you have had in your WHOLE LIFE including 
this year. We want to know about the number of different partners.  
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370 How many main partners have you had sex with in your whole 
life? 

 
1 
2 or 3 
4 or 5 
6-10 
11-15 
20-30 
30-50 
50 to 100 
100 or more 
 

 

371 Please think now about any men you've had sex with more than 
once but who you didn't consider to be your main boyfriend or 
partner at the time. 
How many such men have you had sex with in your WHOLE 
LIFE? 

 
1 
2 or 3 
4 or 5 
6-10 
11-15 
20-30 
30-50 
50 to 100 
100 or more 
 

 

372 Please think about any men you've had sex with only one time. 
How many once-off partners you had sex with in your WHOLE 
LIFE ? 

1 
2 or 3 
4 or 5 
6-10 
11-15 
20-30 
30-50 
50 to 100 
100 or more 
 

 

We as women often find ourselves in situations where we need someone to help us. 

373 Have you ever become involved with a main partner because 
he provided you with or you expected that he would provide 
you with: 
 
Food? 
Clothes? 
Transport, tickets or money for transport? 
 (If school) Your own school fees or residence fees? 
Somewhere to stay? 
Cash? 
Status? 
Cosmetics? 
Items for your children or family such as clothes, food, 
school fees? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
FOOD................................YES =1     NO=0 
CLOTHES.........................YES =1     NO=0 
TRANSPORT ...................YES =1     NO=0 
SCHOOL FEES ................YES =1     NO=0 
PLACE TO STAY ............YES =1     NO=0 
CASH................................YES =1     NO=0 
STATUS ...........................YES =1     NO=0 
COSMETICS ....................YES =1     NO=0 
CHILDREN/FAMILY ......YES =1     NO=0 
 
NEVER HAD SEX WITH 5-60 
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374 Have you ever become involved with a kwapeni because he 
provided you with or you expected that he would provide 
you with: 
 
Food? 
Clothes? 
Transport, tickets or money for transport? 
 (If school) Your own school fees or residence fees? 
Somewhere to stay? 
Cash? 
Status? 
Cosmetics? 
Items for your children or family such as clothes, food, 
school fees? 
Drink/Good time? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
FOOD................................YES =1     NO=0 
CLOTHES.........................YES =1     NO=0 
TRANSPORT ...................YES =1     NO=0 
SCHOOL FEES ................YES =1     NO=0 
PLACE TO STAY ............YES =1     NO=0 
CASH................................YES =1     NO=0 
STATUS ...........................YES =1     NO=0 
COSMETICS ....................YES =1     NO=0 
CHILDREN/FAMILY ......YES =1     NO=0 
DRINK/ GOOD TIME......YES =1     NO=0 
 
NEVER HAD KWAPENI 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 367 

375 Did you have sex with him? YES…………………………………1 
NO…………………………………0 

 

376 Now I would like you to think about men you have had sex 
with only once. Have you ever had sex with a such a man 
because he gave you or you expected that he would give 
you: 
 
Food? 
Clothes? 
A lift, a ticket, or money for transport? 
A place to sleep for the night? 
Cash? 
Status? 
Drink/Good time? 
 
            
 

 
 
 
 
 
FOOD................................YES =1     NO=0 
CLOTHES.........................YES =1     NO=0 
TRANSPORT ...................YES =1     NO=0 
PLACE TO SLEEP...........YES =1     NO=0 
CASH................................YES =1     NO=0 
STATUS ...........................YES =1     NO=0 
DRINK/ GOOD TIME......YES =1     NO=0 
 
NEVER HAD ONCE OFF PARTNER 

 

 
 
SECTION 16: SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES AND HIV TESTING  
 
Thank you for answering these questions. Now we just have a few more questions about your health  
 
377 How many times have you ever had an ulcer on vagina 

or genitals?  
Never……………………………………………0 
Once……………………………………….…….1 
Twice……………………………………………2 
Three or more times……………….. …………..3 

378 How many times have you had a discharge from your 
vagina?  

Never……………………………………………0 
Once……………………………………….…….1 
Twice……………………………………………2 
Three or more times……………….. …………..3 

379 Have you ever been told by a health worker that you 
had a sexually transmitted disease?  

YES...........................................................1 
NO………………………………………..0 

380 When did you last have an HIV test? Last 12 months…………………………...1 
2-5 years ago……………………………...2 
More than 5 years ago…………………….3 
Never tested………………………………4  366 

381 Did you take the result? 
 

Yes………………………………………1 
No……………………………………….0 

 
 



 48

SECTION 17: MENTAL HEALTH STATUS QUESTION -  CES-D Scale 
Thank you very much  for answering all these questions we are now getting towards the end of the questionnaire and I would 
like to ask you some questions about how you have been feeling in the past week. I am going to read out some statements and 
ask you to say how many days you have had particular feelings or ideas or whether you have not had them at all. 
  Rarely or 

none of 
the time 

Some or a 
little of the 
time (1-2 
days) 
 

Moderate 
amount of 
time (3-4 
days) 

Most or all 
of the time 
(5-7 days) 

 

 

382 During the past week I was bothered by things that 
usually don’t bother me 

0 1 2 3  

383 During the past week I did not feel like eating, my 
appetite was poor 

0 1 2 3  

384 
During the past week I felt I could not cheer myself up 
even with the help of family and friends 

0 1 2 3  

385 
During the past week I felt I was just as good as other 
people 

0 1 2 3  

386 
During the past week I had trouble keeping my mind on 
what I was doing 

0 1 2 3  

387 
During the past week I felt depressed 

0 1 2 3  

388 
During the past week I felt that everything I did was an 
effort 

0 1 2 3  

389 
During the past week I felt hopeful about the future 

0 1 2 3  

390 
During the past week I thought my life had been a 
failure 

0 1 2 3  

391 
During the past week I felt fearful 

0 1 2 3  

392 
During the past week my sleep was restless 

0 1 2 3  

393 
During the past week I was happy 

0 1 2 3  

394 
During the past week I talked less than usual 

0 1 2 3  

395 
During the past week I felt lonely 

0 1 2 3  

396 
During the past week people were unfriendly 

0 1 2 3  

397 
During the past week I enjoyed life 

0 1 2 3  

398 During the past week I had crying spells 0 1 2 3  

399 During the past week I felt sick 0 1 2 3  

400 
During the past week I felt that people dislike me 

0 1 2 3  

401 During the past week I could not get ‘going’ 0 1 2 3  
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402 Have you ever attempted suicide because of violence 
you’ve experienced in your life?  

0 1 2 3  

403 Now I want to ask you a question about the past four 
weeks, Has the thought of ending your life been in your 
mind? 

YES………………………1 
NO……………….………0 

 

 SECTION 19:   SUBSTANCE USE ALCOHOL AND DRUG USE 
Please remember that whatever you share in this research will be kept confidential and will only be used 
for the purpose of understanding women’s lives and relationships. Now we have some different questions. 
We are going to ask you about drinking alcohol and some questions about your health.  

 

 

NO. QUESTIONS AND FILTERS CODING CATEGORIES SKIP 

404 Have you drunk alcohol in the past 12 months? Yes……………………………………..........1 
No……………………………..….…………0 

 
 263 

405 How often do you have a drink containing alcohol? Monthly or less……………………............1 
2-4 times a month………..………………..2 
2-3 times a week…………..………………3 
4 + times a week……………..……………4 

 

406 How often do you have 5 or more drinks on one 
occasion? 

Never …………………………….………..1 
Less than monthly …….…..………............2 
Monthly………………….….…………......3 
Weekly………………………..…………...4 
Daily or almost daily……….……...............5 

 

407 When did you first start drinking alcohol? that is having 
more than a few sips? 

Before the age of 2………………………….1 
Between 13 and 16 years old...……………...2 
Between 17 and 20years…………………….3 
At age 21 or hereafter……………………….4 
Never drunk alcohol…………………………5 

 

408 How many times have you used dagga in the last 12 
months? Would you say it was once, twice or three or 
more times? 

Never………………………….…………….0 
Once……………………………….………...1 
Twice………………………………...………2 
Three or more times………. ………………..3 

 

409 When did you first smoke dagga? Before the age of 12…………………………1 
Between 13 and 16 years……………………2 
Between 17 and 20…………………………..3 
At age 21 or thereafter………………………4 
Never smoked dagga………………………...5 

 

410 Have you ever been an injecting drug user?  Never…………………………1 
Once………………………….2 
Few Times…………………….3 
Many Times……………………4 

 

 
Section 20: PTSD  
 

 The following are symptoms that people sometimes have after experiencing hurtful or terrifying events in their lives.  
Please read each one carefully and decide how much the symptoms bothered you in the past week. 

  (0) 
 Not at all 

(1)    
A little 

(2)          
Quite a bit 

(3) 
Extremely 

411    Recurrent thoughts or memories of the most hurtful or terrifying 
events 
 

0 1 2 3 

412 Feeling as though the event is happening again 0 1 2 3 
413 Recurrent nightmares 

 
0 1 2 3 

414 Feeling detached or withdrawn from people 
 

0 1 2 3 

415 Unable to feel emotions 
 

0 1 2 3 
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416 Feeling jumpy, easily startled 
 

0 1 2 3 

417 Difficulty concentrating 
 

0 1 2 3 

418 Trouble sleeping 
 

0 1 2 3 

419 Feeling on guard 
 

0 1 2 3 

420 Feeling irritable or having outbursts of anger 
 

0 1 2 3 

421 Avoiding activities that remind you of the traumatic or hurtful 
event 
 

0 1 2 3 

422 Inability to remember parts of the most traumatic or hurtful 
events 
 

0 1 2 3 

423 Less interest in daily activities 
 

0 1 2 3 

424 Feeling as if you don't have a future 0 1 2 3 
425 Avoiding thoughts or feelings associated with the traumatic or 

hurtful experience 
 

0 1 2 3 

426 Sudden emotional or physical reaction when reminded of the 
most hurtful or traumatic events 
 

0 1 2 3 

427 Feeling that people do not understand what happened to you 
 

0 1 2 3 

428 Difficulty performing work or daily tasks 
 

0 1 2 3 

429 Blaming yourself for things that have happened 
 

0 1 2 3 

430 Feeling guilty for having survived 
 

0 1 2 3 

431 Hopelessness 
 

0 1 2 3 

432 Feeling ashamed of the hurtful or traumatic events that have 
happened to you 
 

0 1 2 3 

433 Spending time thinking about why these events happened to you 
 

0 1 2 3 

434 Feeling as if you are going crazy 
 

0 1 2 3 

435 Feeling that you are the only one who suffered these events 
 

0 1 2 3 

436 Feeling others are hostile toward you 
 

0 1 2 3 

437 Feeling that you have no one to rely on 
 

0 1 2 3 

438 Finding out or being told by other people that you have done 
something that you cannot remember 

0 1 2 3 

439 Feeling as if you are split into two people and one of you is 
watching what the other is doing 
 

0 1 2 3 

440 Feeling someone you trusted betrayed you 
 

0 1 2 3 

 ACCESSING SUPPORT DURING EMOTIONAL DIFFICULTIES                                                 
 
 You are now very nearly at the end of the questionnaire. Thanks you very much for your time. The last five questions are 
about sources of help that you may have at times when you feel sad or frustrated. All men feel sad, disappointed or 
frustrated sometimes.  
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441 When feeling sad, disappointed or frustrated 
have you ever sought help from older relatives? 

Yes…………………………………………………….1 
No……………………………………………………...0 

442 
 

When feeling sad, disappointed or frustrated 
have you ever sought professional counselling? 

Yes…………………………………………………….1 
No……………………………………………………...0 

443 When feeling sad, disappointed or frustrated 
have you ever sought help through family 
meetings? 

Yes…………………………………………………….1 
No……………………………………………………...0 

444 When feeling sad, disappointed or frustrated 
have you ever sought help from a guidance 
teacher or a human resource person at work? 

Yes…………………………………………………….1 
No……………………………………………………...0 

445 When feeling sad, disappointed or frustrated 
have you ever sought help from a doctor? 

Yes…………………………………………………….1 
No……………………………………………………...0 

 
 CAMPAIGNS AND LAWS AROUND THE PREVENTION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

    

120 In the past 12 months, have you heard of, or seen 
anything on the 365 Days campaign  
 
 

YES........................................................................ 1 
NO…………………………………………………0 

 
 122 

121 Please tell me where you heard or saw the 
initiatives/issues/events about the 365 Day 
campaign  

On the radio …………………………………..… 1 
In the newspaper ……………………………..…. 2 
On TV ……………………………………….…. 3 
From a neighbour /friend …………………….…. 4 
Community meeting/Imbizo ……………………. 5 
Other …………………………………………… 6 

 

122 In the past 12 months, have you heard of, or seen 
anything on the 16 Days campaign  
 

YES........................................................................ 1 
NO…………………………………………………0 

 
 124 

123 Please tell me where you heard or saw the 
initiatives/issues/events about the 365 Day 
campaign 

On the radio …………………………………..… 1 
In the newspaper ……………………………..…. 2 
On TV ……………………………………….…. 3 
From a neighbour /friend …………………….…. 4 
Community meeting/Imbizo ……………………. 5 
Other …………………………………………… 6 

 

124 In the past month, have you heard of, or seen 
initiatives/issues/events on gender based violence   
 

YES........................................................................ 1 
NO…………………………………………………0 

 
 125 

125 Please tell me where you heard or saw the 
initiatives/issues/events on gender based violence  

On the radio …………………………………..… 1 
In the newspaper ……………………………..…. 2 
On TV ……………………………………….…. 3 
From a neighbour /friend …………………….…. 4 
Community meeting/Imbizo ……………………. 5 
Other …………………………………………… 6 

 

126 Have you ever participated in a march or event to 
protest against violence against women? 

YES........................................................................ 1 
NO…………………………………………………0 

 
 

127 Are there any laws in your country that protect 
women and children against violence or abuse?   
 

Yes………..…..….….........1 
No……………………..2 
I don’t know...…........…98  
No answer…..…………99  

 

128 Have you heard about the law against domestic 
violence in South Africa 
 
(Domestic Violence Act) 

YES........................................................................ 1 
NO…………………………………………………0 

 
130 
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129 Where did you hear about it? On the radio ……………………………………… 1 
In the newspaper …………………………………. 2 
On TV ……………………………………………. 3 
From a neighbour /friend ………………………… 4 
Community meeting/Imbizo ……………………… 5 
Other ……………………………………………... 6 

 

130 Have you heard about the new law against sexual 
violence and rape in South Africa?  
 
(Sexual Offences Act)? 

YES........................................................................ 1 
NO…………………………………………………0 

 
132 

131 Where did you hear about it? On the radio ……………………………………… 1 
In the newspaper …………………………………. 2 
On TV ……………………………………………. 3 
From a neighbour /friend ………………………… 4 
Community meeting/Imbizo ……………………… 5 
Other ……………………………………………... 6 

 

 

SECTION: YOU AND YOUR COMMUNITY 
The last set of questions I want to ask are about your community. Thank you very much for your time, we are nearly finished 
now.  I am going to ask these questions and for each I would like to know whether the answer is definitely yes, probably yes, 
probably no or no. 
132 Do neighbours in this area tend to know each other well? DEFINITELY YES………………………..1 

PROBABLY YES…………………………2 
PROBABLY NO…………………………….3 
DEFINITELY NO………………………….4 

 

133 In this area do most people generally trust each other in 
matters of lending and borrowing? 

DEFINITELY YES……………………….1 
PROBABLY YES…………………………2 
PROBABLY NO…………………………….3 
DEFINITELY NO…………………………..4 

 

134 If there was a fistfight in this area would people do 
something to stop it?  

DEFINITELY YES………………………..1 
PROBABLY YES…………………………2 
PROBABLY NO…………………………….3 
DEFINITELY NO…………………………..4 

 

135 If you were away from home for sometime and on 
coming back you found that your home was broken in 
to, would you think it likely  that your neighbour would 
give you some help with  food or blankets or clothes? 

DEFINITELY YES……………………….1 
PROBABLY YES…………………………2 
PROBABLY NO…………………………….3 
DEFINITELY NO…………………………..4 

 

 
FINISH 

I would like to thank you very much for helping us. We have talked about some very difficult things today. I appreciate 
the time you have taken. I realise that these questions may have been difficult for you to answer, but it is only by 
hearing about women’s lives that we can really begin to understand them.  We really appreciate your openness with us. 
Most women have difficult times in their lives and it’s good to share them and remember we did not bring them on 
ourselves. We really appreciate your participation in this study. By sharing this personal information with you are 
helping us with our research and that will ultimately help many other people in the country. 
 
End Time of Interview: ______ h _____ 
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PARTICIPANT’S INFORMATION LEAFLET AND INFORMED CONSENT 
(Each participant must receive, read or have it read to her this document before the 

interview) 
 

Household survey on relationships between women and men 
In Gauteng, South Africa 

 
Introduction 
 
Good day. My name is _________________.  I am working with the non-governmental 
organisation Gender Links on a project to better understand men’s health and 
relationships in Gauteng. We are working together with the University of Witwatersrand 
and the Medical Research Council on this project. 
 
You are invited to volunteer to participate in a research study that is conducted all over 
Gauteng Province; you should not agree to participate in this study unless you fully 
understand what is asked of you and are completely happy with all the procedures 
involved. If you do not understand the information or have any other questions, feel free 
to ask the interviewer.  
 
Purpose of this interview 
 
The purpose of this study is to collect information so we can understand the relationship 
issues facing men in South Africa. We ask to have an interview with you; in this 
interview we will ask some information about you, things that have happened in your life 
that may affect your health and about your relationships. The interview will take 
approximately an hour.  
 
You have been invited to participate because your household was one of 20 houses 
randomly picked (by chance) from all the houses in this area.  
 
What procedures are involved? 
 
You are being asked to complete a questionnaire. With your consent, I will be handing 
you this mini computer called a palm pilot which has the interview recorded on it. We are 
asking you to listen to questions that you can hear through these headphones. You will be 
able to see the questions on the screen of the palm pilot. You use a small pen to tap on the 
answer that you want to give. There are no right or wrong answers; we want to know 
about you, your opinions or experiences. All your answers will be saved in the computer. 
This computer will not record your name. The interviewer will be in the same room as 
you, but will not be able to see what answers you give to the questionnaire. She will only 
be there to assist you when you need help with the computer. We will save the responses 
that you give to the questionnaire using a unique identification number. This means that 
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your name will not be linked to the answers that you give. Information that is collected 
from you will be put together with information from 500 other men.  
 
 
 
 
Are there any risks or discomforts from participating in this study? 
 
We will conduct the interview in a private and safe place for both you and the researcher. 
The only potential risk from participating in this study is that you may feel uncomfortable 
answering some of the questions that may deal with some sensitive issues.   
 
Possible Benefits of this study  
 
There are no direct benefits that you may get from participating in this study. However 
the information collected from this study may be helpful in improving the health and 
lives of women and men in South Africa.  Your answers will help us make sure that the 
views and experiences of men like you are taken into account in designing future health 
and community programs. 
 
What are your rights as a participant? 
 
Your participation in this study is entirely voluntary. You can refuse to participate or stop 
at any time without giving any reason. Some of the questions are very personal. Please 
remember that you are free to skip over any question you do not want to answer and you 
are free to stop answering questions at any time.  
 
Confidentiality 
 
All the information that you give in this study will be kept strictly confidential. The 
consent forms that you will be asked to sign will be securely stored and access will be 
limited to the research team and study sponsors. The consent forms cannot be linked to 
the answers you give to the questionnaire. The results of the study will be presented in a 
respectful manner and no information which could enable anyone to identify you 
personally will be reported.  If you would like to be kept informed of the progress of our 
project, we will be happy to share any reports or publication we produce with you. 
 
Costs 
 
There is no cost to you for participating in this study.  
 
Compensation 
 
You will be given R25 to compensate you for the time you spend completing the study 
questionnaire. 
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Has this study received ethical approval? 
 
Yes, the Medical Research Council Ethics Committee granted written approval for this 
study. 
 
Information and contact person 
If you have any questions about the research you may contact the Executive Director of 
Gender Links, Colleen Low Morna or the research manager, Nwabisa Shai 
 
Tel: 011 622 8305, Email: justice@genderlinks.org.za  
 
If you have any questions or concern about your rights as a study participants you may 
can call Colleen Low Morna at the Gender Links at (011)  622 8305 . 
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INFORMED CONSENT FORM 

 
I hereby confirm that the person seeking my informed consent to participant in this study 
has given me information to my satisfaction. He explained to me the purpose, procedures 
involved, risk and benefits and my rights as a participant in the study. I have received the 
information leaflet for the study and have had enough time to read it on my own, ask 
questions and have been satisfactory answered all my questions regarding participation in 
the study. I have been told that the information I give to the study will together with other 
information gathered from other people, be anonymously processed into a research report 
and scientific publications. 
 
I am aware that it is my right to withdraw my consent in this study without any prejudice.  
I hereby, freely and voluntary give my consent to participate in the study. 
 
Participant’s name……………………………………………………..(Please print) 
 
Participant’s signature…………………………Date……………………………… 
 
Researcher’s name………………………………………………….(Please print) 
 
Researcher’s signature………………………..Date……………………………… 
 
Witness’s name……………………………………………………...(Please print) 
 
Witness’s signature………………………………Date……………………………… 
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RELATIONSHIPS HOUSEHOLD 
SURVEY: GAUTENG 

 
(ENGLISH) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Study identification 
number 

 

Date of interview  

__  __ / __  __ / 200 __ 

D   D   M   M           Y 

Cluster number:  [   ] [    ] 
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Thank you very much for agreeing to participate in this survey. The interviewer is available to help you if you have any 
difficulties completing the questionnaire or if there is anything you do not understand.  

 

He will not look at how you answer the questions unless you ask him to, and will not look at the survey once it is complete so 
nobody will ever know that it is you who told us particular things. We have organised it this way to protect your privacy 
because we want you to feel free in answering our questions.  

 

We know some questions are more difficult to answer than others. Please take your time and relax. All the questions are about 
your life and your ideas. There are no right or wrong answers. The first questions we will ask you are about yourself, your 
home and your childhood. If there is a question you do not want to answer please indicate by hitting a Refuse button 
and skip to the next question. 
 
 

SECTION ONE:  BACKGROUND 

The first questions I want to ask you are about  yourself, your home and your childhood. Please try and relax, there are no 
right or wrong answers. Remember that everything you tell me will be kept secret. If there is a question you do not want to 
answer please tell me and we will skip  to the next question. 
NO. QUESTIONS AND FILTERS CODING CATEGORIES SKIP 
101 How old are you? 

 
18-20……………………………………………….1 
21-24……………………………………………….2 
25-29……………………………………………….3 
30-34……………………………………………….4 
35-39………………………………………………..5 
40-44……………………………………………….6 
45 or older…………………………………………7 
 
 
 

102 What is the highest standard or grade you have 
completed at school? 

 

NO SCHOOLING.................................................. 1 
PRIMARY SCHOOL INCOMPLETE……….……2 
PRIMARY SCHOOL COMPLETE (STD4)………3 
HIGH SCHOOL INCOMPLETE…………………4 
HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETE…..…………..……5 
FURTHER DEGREE OR QUALIFICATION 
INCOMPLETE ……………………..…….………6 
FURTHER DEGREE OR QUALIFICATION 
COMPLETE……………………………………..8 
DON’T KNOW………………………….………..9 

 
 

103 Are you currently studying? YES........................................................................ 1 
NO ......................................................................... 0 

104 With which race group do you identify? African ……………………………………….. 1 
Coloured ……………………………………… 2 
Indian ………………………………………… 3 
White ………………………………………… 4 
Other: ………………………………………… 5 
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105 What is your religion, if you have one? 
 
 
 
 
Other _______________________ 

Christianity ……..…………………………….. 1 
Islam ……………..……………………………. 2 
Hinduism ……………………………………… 3 
Judaism …………..……………………………. 4 
Buddhism ………….………………………….. 5 
Other ……………….…………………………. 6 
None …………………………………………… 7 

 

106 Have you worked to earn money in the last 12 
months? 

YES ……………………………………….1 
NO……………...………………………….0 

 
110 

107 How much do you earn per month, before tax, and 
including benefits? 

R1 – R500…….…………………………………..1 
R501 – R1000…………………………………….2 
R1 001 – R2000.………………………………….3 
R2001 – R5000..………………………………….4 
R5001 – 10 000…………………………………...5 
10 001 – 20 000…………………………………...6  
20 000 or more…………………………………….7 

 
 

108 What kind of work do you mainly do? 
 

Student………………………………………1 
Police, security or armed forces……………..2 
Piecework……………………………………3 
Trading or self employed……………………4 
Labourer on farm, mine, or building site………5 
Work in shop, office or business………………6 
Professional……………………………………7 
Domestic worker………………………………8 
Community Project…………………………….9 
 
 

 

109 Do you usually work … Throughout the year……………………................1 
Seasonally………………………………………...2 
Once in a while…………………………………...3 
Never worked……………………………..……...4 

 
 
 
 

110 Does your home have a television? YES........................................................................ 1 
NO ......................................................................... 0 

111 Does your home have a radio? YES........................................................................ 1 
NO…………………………………………………0 

112 Does your home have a car? YES........................................................................ 1 
NO…………………………………………………0 

113 What is your main source of news:  Newspaper…………………………………………1 
Radio………………………………………………..2 
Television…………………………………………3 
Tabloid…………………………………………….5 
Other………………………………………………6 
 

114 How often do you read, listen, or watch news?  Everyday ………………………………………… 1 
4-6 days …………………………………………. 2 
1-3 days …………………………………………. 3 
Not at all ………………………………………… 4 

115 Would you say that the people in your home often, 
sometimes, seldom or never go without food? 
 

OFTEN……………………..…………….…..…….1 
SOMETIMES………………………………………2 
SELDOM…………………..………………..……..3 
NEVER……………………………..…………..….4 

116 If you have an emergency and R100 was needed 
immediately, would you say it would be very easy, 
easy, quite difficult or very difficult to find the 
money?  

VERY DIFFICULT……..…………….…..…….1 
QUITE DIFFICULT………………………….…2 
EASY…………….…..…………………………..3 
VERY EASY……………………..…………..….4 

117 How many people, including all the children, live 
in your home?  

0…………………………………………………..1 
1…………………………………………………..2 
2……………………………………………………3 
3 or more…………………………………………..4 
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118 
 

What level of schooling did your mother complete? NO SCHOOLING.................................................. 1 
PRIMARY SCHOOL INCOMPLETE……….……2 
PRIMARY SCHOOL COMPLETE (STD4)………3 
HIGH SCHOOL INCOMPLETE…………………4 
HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETE…..…………..……5 
POST SCHOOL QUALIFICATION…….………6 
DON’T KNOW………………………….………..7 

119 What level of schooling did your father complete? NO SCHOOLING.................................................. 1 
PRIMARY SCHOOL INCOMPLETE……….……2 
PRIMARY SCHOOL COMPLETE (STD4)………3 
HIGH SCHOOL INCOMPLETE…………………4 
HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETE…..…………..……5 
POST SCHOOL QUALIFICATION…….………6 
DON’T KNOW………………………….………..7 

 
 

 CHILDHOOD                                                                
 These next set of questions will ask you about your life when growing up and the relationship you had with your parents then. 
We really want to know what your childhood was like. Please remember there are no right or wrong answers.  
 

 
CHILDHOOD TRAUMA SCALE 
 
Now we have questions about YOUR CHILDHOOD AND TEENAGE YEARS, specifically FROM THE TIME YOU WERE 
BORN UNTIL YOU WERE 18 YEARS OLD. Please remember that everything your say is strictly confidential and will help 
us a lot in understanding the lives of men like you. 
 
Some statements will be read to you, and we would like to know how often each of the things described in the statements 
happened to you. 
 
  Never 

1 
Sometimes 
2 

Often 
3 

Very Often 
4 

 

142 Before I reached 18 I did not have enough to eat 1 2 3 4 
 

 

143 Before I reached 18 I lived in different 
households at different times 

1 2 3 4 
 

 

144 Before I reached 18 I saw or heard my mother 
being beaten by her husband or boyfriend 

1 2 3 4  

145 Before I reached 18 I was told I was lazy or 
stupid or weak by someone in my family 

1 2 3 4  

146 Before I reached 18 someone touched my 
buttocks or genitals or made me touch them 
when I did not want to 

1 2 3 4  

147 Before I reached 18 I was insulted or humiliated 
by someone in my family in front of other people 

1 2 3 4  

148 Before I reached 18 I was beaten at home with a 
belt or stick or whip or something else which 
was hard 

1 2 3 4  

149 Before I reached 18 I had sex with a woman who 
was more than 5 years older than me 

1 2 3 4  

150 Before I reached 18 one or both of my parents 
were too drunk to take care of me  

1 2 3 4  

151 Before I reached 18 I was beaten so hard at home 
that it left a mark or bruise  

1 2 3 4  

152 Before I reached 18 I spent time outside the 
home and none of the adults at home knew 
where I was 

1 2 3 4  

153 Before I reached 18 I had sex with someone 1 2 3 4  
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because I was threatened or frightened or forced 
154 Before I reached 18 I was beaten or physically 

punished at school by a teacher 
1 2 3 4  

                                 
We know some of those were difficult questions to answer. Thank you for doing so, your answers are really important. 
The next sets of questions are about you and your friends and school and neighbourhood when you were growing up 
and before you turned 18.  
 

FATHERING  
 
       The next set of questions are about you and your children, if you have children.  We are very interested in 
your experiences as their father.   

155 How many children have you fathered? 0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 or more 

156 Do you know for sure how many children you 
have fathered? 

Yes…………………………………………………1 
No………………………………………………….0 

CK1 CHECK: If a man reported in 0 in Q155 and yes to Q156   Go to – Q163 

157 How old is your oldest child? 0-5 Months……………………..…………….…1 
6 months to 1 year………………………………2 
1 year to 5 years.………………………………..3 
More than 5 years but less than 18 …………….4 
More than 18 years……………………………..5 

158 How old is your youngest child? 0-5 Months……………………..…………….…1 
6 months to 1 year………………………………2 
1 year to 5 years.………………………………..3 
More than 5 years but less than 18 …………….4 
More than 18 years……………………………..5 

159 Do you have any children under 18 who do not 
live with you? 

Yes………………………………………………..1 
No…………………………………………………2 163 

160 How often do you give money for their upkeep? Every month………………………………………1 
Not monthly but more than 3 times a year..………2 
1-2 times a year……………………………………3 
Less often than once a year………………………..4 

161 Thinking about the role you have in your 
child’s/children’s life/lives, would you like it to 
be: 

Bigger……………………………………………..1 
The same…………………………………………..2 
Less in some way………………………………….3 
I don’t have a role …………………………………4 

162 Thinking about the role you have in your 
child’s/children’s life how does it compare with 
your father’s role in your life, is it:  

Bigger………………………………………………1 
The same…………………………………………..2 
Less in some way………………………………….3 
Didn’t have a role …………………………………4 

 

SECTION 3: COMMUNITY IDEAS ABOUT GENDER RELATIONS (Social norms) 
Now I would like to ask your  opinion on some statements on what the community thinks about relations between men and 
women,  can you tell me if your community strongly agree, agree, disagree or strongly disagree with the following statements:  
163 
 

Your community thinks that a woman should obey her husband SA 
1   

A 
2 

D 
3 

SD 
4 

 

164  1 2 3 4  
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Your community thinks that if a woman works she should give her 
money to her husband. 

165  
Your community thinks that a man should have the final say in all 
family matters. 

1 2 3 4  

166  
Your community thinks that men should share the work around the 
house with women such as doing dishes, cleaning and cooking. 

1 2 3 4  

167  
Your community thinks that a woman needs her husband’s permission 
to do paid work. 

1 2 3 4  

168  
Your community thinks that a woman can refuse to have sex with her 
husband. 

1 2 3 4  

169  
Your community thinks that children belong to a man and his family. 

1 2 3 4  

170  
Your community thinks that there is nothing a woman can do if her 
husband wants to have girlfriends. 

1 2   3 4    

171 Your community thinks that if a wife does something wrong her 
husband has the right to  punish her 

1 2 3 4  

172  
Your community thinks that  If a man has paid Lobola for his wife, he 
owns her. 

1 2 3 4  

173 Your community thinks that if a man has paid Lobola for his wife, she 
must have sex when he wants it. 

1 2 3 4  

174 Your community thinks that iIf a man beats you it shows that he loves 
you. 

1 2 3 4  

175  Your community thinks that people should be treated the same whether 
they are male or female 

1  2 3 4  

 
Section 6: RAPE MYTH SCALE:  
 
Now I would like to ask what the community believes,  can you tell me if your community strongly agrees, agrees, 
disagrees or strongly disagrees with the following statements: 

176 Your community thinks that when a woman is raped, she is usually to 
blame for putting herself in that situation. 

1 2 3 4  

177 Your community thinks that in some rape cases women actually want it 
to happen. 
 

1 2 3 4  

178 Your community thinks that if a woman doesn’t physically fight back, 
you can’t really say it was rape. 

1 2 3 4 
 

 

179 Your community thinks that it is possible for a woman to be raped by 
her husband  

1 2 3 4  

178 In any rape case one would have to question whether the victim is 
promiscuous or has a bad reputation. 

1 2 3 4 
 

 

 

SECTION 3: IDEAS ABOUT GENDER RELATIONS 
I have asked what your community thinks now I would like to ask your  opinion on the same statements on relations between 
men and women,  can you tell me if you strongly agree, agree, disagree or strongly disagree with the following statements:  
179 
 

A woman should obey her husband SA 
1   

A 
2 

D 
3 

SD 
4 

 

180  
If a woman works she should give her money to her husband. 

1 2 3 4  

181  
A man should have the final say in all family matters. 

1 2 3 4  

182  
Men should share the work around the house with women such as 
doing dishes, cleaning and cooking. 

1 2 3 4  
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183  
A woman needs her husband’s permission to do paid work. 

1 2 3 4  

184  
A woman can refuse to have sex with her husband. 

1 2 3 4  

185  
Children belong to a man and his family. 

1 2 3 4  

186  
There is nothing a woman can do if her husband wants to have 
girlfriends. 

1 2   3 4    

187 If a wife does something wrong her husband has the right to  punish 
her 

1 2 3 4  

188  
 If a man has paid Lobola for his wife, he owns her. 

1 2 3 4  

189 If a man has paid Lobola for his wife, she must have sex when he 
wants it. 

1 2 3 4  

190  If a man beats you it shows that he loves you. 1 2 3 4  
191 People should be treated the same whether they are male or female 1  2 3 4  
 

Section 6: RAPE MYTH SCALE:  
 
Now I would like to ask your  opinion on some statements on your opinion,  can you tell me if you strongly agree, 
agree, disagree or strongly disagree with the following statements: 

192 When a woman is raped, she is usually to blame for putting herself in 
that situation. 

1 2 3 4  

193 In some rape cases women actually want it to happen. 
 

1 2 3 4  

194 If a woman doesn’t physically fight back, you can’t really say it was 
rape. 

1 2 3 4 
 

 

195 It is possible for a woman to be raped by her husband  1 2 3 4  
196 In any rape case one would have to question whether the victim is 

promiscuous or has a bad reputation.
1 2 3 4 

 
 

   
Thank you for answering those. We know it was a lot of questions but we hope you found them interesting. 
We want to ask you a few more that are very similar.   
 

                  GENDER EQUITABLE MEN SCALE Strong
ly 
Agree 

Agr
ee 
 

Disagr
ee 
 

Strongl
y 
Disagre
e 
 

197 You don’t talk about sex, you just do it. 1 2 
 

3 4 

198 There are times when a woman deserves to be beaten. 1 2 
 

3 4 

199 Changing diapers, giving kids a bath, and feeding the kids are the mother’s 
responsibility. 

1 2 3 4 

200 It is a woman’s responsibility to avoid getting pregnant. 1 2 
 

3 4 

201 A man should have the final word about decisions in his home. 
 

1 2 3 4 

202 Men are always ready to have sex. 1 2 
 

3 4 

203 If someone insults me, I will defend my reputation, with force if I have to. 1 2 
 

3 4 

204 I would be outraged if my wife asked me to use a condom. 1 2 
 

3 4 

205  
To be a man, you need to be tough. 

1 2 3 4 

206  
Men should be embarrassed if they are unable to get an erection during sex. 

1 2 3 4 
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SEXUAL EXPERIENCES WITH WOMEN 
You are progressing very well, thank you. The next set of questions will ask about your wife or 
any other partners that you have had in your life. These are quite personal questions, but please 
remember that everything you say is important for us to better understand South African men.  
 
NO. QUESTIONS AND FILTERS CODING CATEGORIES 

 
SKIP 

207 Have you ever had sexual intercourse with a woman? By 
sexual intercourse we mean when you put your penis 
inside a woman’s vagina. 

1. Yes 
2. No  
 

 
 209 

208 How old were you the first time you had sexual 
intercourse with a woman? 
 
 

 
12 or younger 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 or older 
 
 

209 Which of the following best describes your current 
marital status? 

Married to a woman…………………………...1 
 Living with a woman………………………….2  
Divorced……………………………………….3 
Widower……………………………………….4 
Single…………………………………………..5 
Married to a man……………………………….6 
Living with a man………………………………7 
 

213 
213 
211 
211 

210 Have you ever been married or cohabited with a 
woman? 

Yes…………………………………………1 
No………………………………………….0 
 

 

211 Do you have a girlfriend?  YES.......................................................... 1 
NO............................................................ 0 

213 
 

212 Have you ever had a girlfriend? YES.......................................................... 1 
NO............................................................ 0 

 
235 

 
CHK
4 

CHECK if (Q 510 = 1 or 2) or Q 516= Yes then proceed, else skip to 607 

213 How old is your wife/partner? 17 or younger 
18-20 
21-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45 or older 

 Now we have some questions about  your relationship with your wife or current partner.  If you have more than 
one partner/wife, please report only about the main one. 

214 Do you and she both have the  same level of 
education or do you have more schooling or does 
she have more schooling? 

Same…………………………………………..1 
I am more educated……………………………2 
She is more educated………………………….3 
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215 Do you and she both earn the same amount of 
money or does she have more money or you have 
more money? 

Same…………………………………………..1 
I earn more ………….………………………...2 
She earns more………..……………………….3 

216 Would you say that she is more intelligent than 
you are? 

Same…………………………………………….1 
I am more than intelligent………….....................2 
She is more intelligent…………………………...3 

RELATIONSHIP CONTROL SCALE 
Thank you for answering those. Now we want to ask you some more about your relationship your wife or 
girlfriend. we will read some  statements and we want to know for each if you Strongly Agree, Agree, 
Disagree or Strongly Disagree. 
217 I become jealous when she wears things that make her look too beautiful 1 2 3 4 

218 I have more to say than she does about important decisions that affect 
us. 

1 2 3 4 

219 I never tell her who she can see or spend time with. 1 2 3 4 

220 I like to do what I want, even if she doesn’t want me to. 1 2 3 4 

221 When she and I disagree, I get my way most of the time. 1 2 3 4 

222 I like to know where she is most of  the time 1 2 3 4 

223 I expect her to do things for me like my ironing and cooking 1 2 3 4 

224 I let her know that she is not the only girlfriend I have or could have 1 2 3 4 

225 When I want sex I expect her to agree 1 2 3 4 

226 If she asked me to use a condom I would get angry 1 2 3 4 

227 If she asked me to use a condom I would think she is having sex with 
other people 

1 2 3 4 

228 If she asked me to use a condom I would hit her 1 2 3 4 

 PERPETRATION OF PHYSICAL INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE  
 
You are doing really well and we are about three-quarters of the way thru the interview. The information you have 
given us is very important. There are now a few more questions about your relationships women. Some men find these 
questions hard to talk about, others find it easy. Remember that everything you share here will only be used for research 
purposes and will be kept strictly secret.  We have not written down your name anywhere and what you say in this 
interview cannot be linked to you in any way, but it WILL  help us a lot in understanding the lives of men in South 
Africa. We are interested now in your relationship with your current wife or girlfriend or any other previous wife or 
girlfriend. 
 
ANYONE WHO HAS NEVER HAD A FEMALE PARTNER WILL SKIP TO 610A 

229 How many times have you  slapped a partner or thrown 
something at her which could hurt her?  

Never........................................................ 1 
Once ......................................................... 2 
More than 1 time ...................................... 3 

 

230 How many times have you pushed or shoved a partner?  Never........................................................ 1 
Once ......................................................... 2 
More than 1 time ...................................... 3 

231 How many times have you hit a partner with a fist or 
with something else which could hurt her? 

Never........................................................ 1 
Once ......................................................... 2 
More than 1 time ...................................... 3 
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232 How many times have you kicked, dragged, beaten, 
choked or burnt a partner?  

Never........................................................ 1 
Once ......................................................... 2 
More than 1 time…………………………3 

233 How many times have you threatened to use or actually 
use a gun, knife or other weapon against a partner? 

Never........................................................ 1 
Once ......................................................... 2 
More than 1 time…………………………3 

234 Have  you done any of these things in the last 12 
months? 

Yes………………………………………..1 
No…………………………………………0 
 

 

  SEXUAL EXPERIENCES QUESTIONS: 
Thanks for answering those. The information you have given us is very important. There are now a few more questions 
about things you may have done with women whether they were partners or girlfriends or other women. These next 
questions are asking about the whole of your life, including when you were a boy. Please feel free in answering these 
questions, we really want to learn more about things men do. Remember that what you answer here cannot be linked to 
you in any way. 
 
 RAPE PERPETRATION SCREENING QUESTIONS   
235 How many times have  you slept with  a woman or girl when she 

didn’t consent to sex or after you forced her?  
 

Never……………………1 
Once……………………..2 
More than 1 time.………..3 

 

236 How many times have you slept with a woman or girl when she was 
too drunk to say whether she wanted it or not?  

Never…………………….1 
Once……………………..2 
More than 1 time.………..3 

 

237 
Did you ever force a  girlfriend or your wife into having sex with you? 

Never……………………1 
Once……………………..2 
More than 1 time.………..3 

 

238 Was ever there a time when you forced an ex-girlfriend or ex-wife into 
having sex? 

Never……………………1 
Once……………………..2 
More than 1 time.………..3 

 

239 Did you ever force a  woman  who was NOT your  wife or girlfriend  at 
the time to have sex with you? 

Never…………………….1 
Once……………………..2 
More than 1 time.………..3 

 

240 
How many times have you and other men had sex with a woman at the same 
time when she didn’t consent to sex or you forced her? 

1. Never 
2. Once 
3. More than 1 time 
 

 

241  
How many times have you and other men had sex with a woman at the same 
time when she was too drunk to stop you? 

1. Never 
2. Once 
3. More than 1 time 
 

 

 RAPE OF A MAN OR BOY   
242 

Have you  ever done anything  sexual with a boy or man when he 
didn’t consent or you forced him? 

1. Never 
2. Once 
3. More than 1 time 
 

 

243 Have you  ever done anything  sexual with a boy or man when you put 
your penis in his mouth or anus when he didn’t consent or you forced 
him? 

1. Never 
2. Once 
3. More than 1 time 
 

 

 PAST YEAR RAPE AND LIFETIME FREQUENCY   
CHK If any of SCREENING QUESTIONS are yes continue, 

otherwise skip to Q247 
 

 

244 Have you forced a woman or girl to have sex with you in the last 12 
months?  

Yes……………………….1 
No……………………......0  

 
245 

Thinking now about your whole life, how many different women or girls 
have you  forced into sex ?  

1………………………….1 
2 – 3……………………...2  
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4 – 5……………………...3 
6 – 10…………………….4 
11+……………………….5 

 
 ATTEMPTED RAPE PREVALENCE AND WHY IT WAS NOT 

COMPLETED 
 

 

247 Have you ever been in a situation with other men where 
they forced a woman into sex BUT  YOU YOURSELF DID NOT 
ACTUALLY HAVE SEX WITH HER? 

Yes……………………….1 
No………………………..0  

248 How many times have you TRIED TO HAVE sex with a woman who 
did not consent or tried to force her BUT IT DID NOT HAPPEN? 

Never……………………..1 
Once……………………...2 
More than 1 time…..……..3 

252 

249 
Has this happened in the last 12 months? 

Yes………………..……….1 
No……………….………...0  

 

CIRCUMSTANCES OF LAST SEX, CONDOMS AND NUMBER OF PARTNERS 
 

Thank you very much for being so open in answering those questions. We know it can 
be hard thinking about these things  and answering questions like this, but it is very 
important for us to learn more about South African men and that is why we are asking 
them. We are now very close to the end of the questionnaire. This is the last section 
and is very short.  
These are some questions are about your sexual relationships, We are sorry they are very personal questions but it is very 
important that we ask them. Please remember that everything you say will be kept secret and cannot be linked to you. 
 
252 When was the last time you had sex? One week 

Two weeks 
One month 
Three months 
Six months 
One year 
Over a year 
Never had sex 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

264 
253 The last time you had sex was it with a main 

partner, another partner, someone you just went 
with once, or an ex-partner? 

WIFE / MAIN PARTNER……………..………1 
OTHER PARTNER……………….…………...2 
SOMEONE I WENT WITH ONCE…………...3 
EX-PARTNER…………………………………4 

 
 

254 How often have you used condoms when having 
sex in the past year?  

NO USE………………..………………. ……..1 
ALWAYS USE A CONDOM………………....2 
MOSTLY USE A CONDOM………..………..3 
OCCASIONALLY USE A CONDOM    …….4 

 
 

255 How many main partners have you had sex with 
in the last year? 

0 
1 
2 or 3 
4 or 5 
6-10 
11-15 
20-30 
30-50 
50 or more 
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256 Please think now about any women you've had 
sex with more than once but who you didn't 
consider to be your main girlfriend at the time.  
How many such women have you had sex with in 
the past year? 

0 
1 
2 or 3 
4 or 5 
6-10 
11-15 
20-30 
30-50 
50 or more 
 

 

257 Please think about any women you've had sex 
with only one time.  
How many once-off partners have you had sex 
with in the past year? 

0 
1 
2 or 3 
4 or 5 
6-10 
11-15 
20-30 
30-50 
50 or more 
 

 

 We would like to ask you about the number of sexual partners you have had in your WHOLE LIFE including 
this year. We want to know about the number of different partners.  

 

258 How many main partners have you had sex with 
in your whole life? 

 
1 
2 or 3 
4 or 5 
6-10 
11-15 
20-30 
30-50 
50 to 100 
100 or more 
 

 

259 Please think now about any women you've had 
sex with more than once but who you didn't 
consider to be your main girlfriend or partner at 
the time. 
How many such women have you had sex with in 
your WHOLE LIFE? 

 
1 
2 or 3 
4 or 5 
6-10 
11-15 
20-30 
30-50 
50 to 100 
100 or more 
 

 

260 Please think about any women you've had sex 
with only one time. How many once-off partners 
you had sex with in your WHOLE LIFE ? 

1 
2 or 3 
4 or 5 
6-10 
11-15 
20-30 
30-50 
50 to 100 
100 or more 
 

 

261 Did a man ever persuade or force you to have sex 
when you did NOT want to? 

Yes………………..……………………………..1 
No…………….………………………...0 

 
 264 

262 How many times has this happened? Once…………………………1 
2-3 times……………………..2 
More than 3 times……………3 
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263 Which of the following acts took place with a 
man when you did not want to? 

A) Masturbation……….Yes…1              No…0 
b) Oral sex……………...Yes…1            No…...0 
c) Thigh sex……… ...Yes…1             No….0 
d) Anal sex………… …Yes…1           No…..0 
 

 

 
Men often give presents to their wife or girlfriends or give money to a woman they have had sex with.  Sometimes this is a 
present and sometimes we know that these women stay in a relationship with us or agree to have sex with us because they know 
we will be giving money or a gift.  
 

 TRANSACTIONAL SEX  

264 Please think about the main partners 
or steady girlfriends you have had. Do 
you think any of them become 
involved with you because they 
expected you to do, or because you 
did do any of the following: 
 
 

 
a.Provided her with food, clothes, cell phone or 
transportation?........................................................... YES =1     NO=0 
 
b.Paid her school fees or residence fees?......................YES =1     NO=0 
c. Provided her with somewhere to stay?.......................YES =1     NO=0 
d. Gave her cosmetics or money for beauty products?...YES =1     NO=0
e. Gave items for her children or family?.......................YES =1     NO=0 
f. Gave her cash or money to pay her bills?...................YES =1     NO=0 
g. Provided her anything else that she could not afford by 
herself?.......................................................................YES =1     NO=0 
h. Did handyman work for her or fixed her car?            YES =1     NO=0 
 

 
CK15 

 
                   CHECK Q255 IF=00 SKIP TO CK16 

265 Please think now about any women 
you had sex with more than once but 
who you didn’t consider to be your 
main girlfriend or partner at the 
time. Do you think any of them may 
have ever become involved with you 
because they expected you to do, or 
because you did do any of the 
following: 
 

 
a. Provided her with food, clothes, cell phone or 
transportation?........................................................... YES =1     NO=0 
 
b. Paid her school fees or residence fees?......................YES =1     NO=0 
c. Provided her with somewhere to stay?.......................YES =1     NO=0 
d.  Gave her cosmetics or money for beauty products?...YES =1     NO=0  
e. Gave items for her children or family?.......................YES =1     NO=0 
f. Gave her cash or money to pay her bills?...................YES =1     NO=0 
g. Provided her anything else that she could not afford by 
herself?.......................................................................YES =1     NO=0 
h. Did handyman work for her or fixed her car?            YES =1     NO=0  
 
 

CK  
   Check Q256 If the answer is =00 Skip to 268 

266 Finally, please think about women 
you may have had sex with just once. 
Have you ever had sex with a woman 
just as a once off because you gave 
her or she expected that you would 
give her: 
 
 
 
 

 
a. Food, clothes, or cosmetics………………………………..YES =1     NO=0 
b. A lift, a ticket, or money for transport?......................YES =1     NO=0 
c. A place to sleep for the night?................................... YES =1     NO=0 
d. Cash or money to cover expenses?.............................YES =1     
NO=0 
e. Anything else that she could not afford by herself?...YES =1     NO=0 
f. Did handyman work for her or fixed her car?............YES =1     NO=0 
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267 When was the last time you had sex 
with a woman because you gave her 
or she expected that you would give 
her money or something else?  
 

IN THE LAST YEAR……….……………1 
BETWEEN 2-5 YEARS………………….2 
MORE THAN 5 YEARS AGO…………..3 
HAVE NEVER DONE SO……………….4 
 

268 Have you ever had sex with a 
prostitute? 

Yes………………………………………..1 
No………………………………………...0 

                                          
ALCOHOL AND DRUG USE 
Please remember that whatever you share in this research will be kept confidential and will only be used 
for the purpose of understanding men’s lives and relationships. Now we have some different questions. 
We are going to ask you about drinking alcohol and some questions about your health.  
 
NO. QUESTIONS AND FILTERS CODING CATEGORIES SKIP 
269 Have you drunk alcohol in the past 12 months? Yes……………………………………..........1 

No……………………………..….…………0 
 

 273 

270 How often do you have a drink containing alcohol? Monthly or less……………………............1 
2-4 times a month………..………………..2 
2-3 times a week…………..………………3 
4 + times a week……………..……………4 

 

271 How often do you have 5 or more drinks on one 
occasion? 

Never …………………………….………..1 
Less than monthly …….…..………............2 
Monthly………………….….…………......3 
Weekly………………………..…………...4 
Daily or almost daily……….……...............5 

 

272 When did you first start drinking alcohol? that is 
having more than a few sips? 

Before the age of 12………………………….1 
Between 13 and 16 years old………………...2 
Between 17 and 20 years…………………….3 
At age 21 or thereafter……………………….4 
Never drunk alcohol…………………………5 

 

273 How many times have you used dagga in the last 12 
months? Would you say it was once, twice or three 
or more times? 

Never………………………….…………….0 
Once……………………………….………..1 
Twice………………………………...……..2 
Three or more times………. ………………3 

 

274 When did you first smoke dagga? Before the age of 12…………………………..1 
Between 13 and 16 years……………………..2 
Between 17 and 20……………………………3 
At age 21 or thereafter………………………..4 
Never smoked dagga………………………….5 

 

 

 
CIRCUMCISION 
The next questions about circumcision. We need to ask these so we better understand men’s 
health. You will remember that any question that you are uncomfortable with, you can skip it by 
hitting a REFUSE button and go to the next question. However we hope you will choose to 
answer these questions as circumcision is an important part of some men’s lives. 
 

275 Have you been circumcised? By this we mean had 
some or all of the skin covering the end of your 
penis cut off. 

Yes  ………………………1 
No………………………....0 
 

278 

276 When were you circumcised?  
1. As a baby under 1 year old 
2. Before I had sex for the first time 
3. After I had sex for the first time 
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277 By what method was the circumcision performed? 1. Medical 
2. Traditional African 
3. Islamic, Jewish, or other 
 

CK
3 

 CHECK  IF ANSWER =1 OR 3 GO TO 284 

 
SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES AND HIV TESTING 
 
Thank you for answering these questions. Now we just have a few more questions about your health 
 
278 How many times have you ever had an ulcer on your 

penis or genitals?  
Never……………………………………………0 
Once……………………………………….…….1 
Twice……………………………………………2 
Three or more times……………….. …………..3 

279 How many times have you had a discharge from your 
penis?  

Never……………………………………………0 
Once……………………………………….…….1 
Twice……………………………………………2 
Three or more times……………….. …………..3 

280 Have you ever been told by a health worker that you 
had a sexually transmitted disease?  

YES...........................................................1 
NO………………………………………..0 

281 When did you last have an HIV test? Last 12 months…………………………...1 
2-5 years ago……………………………...2 
More than 5 years ago…………………….3 
Never tested………………………………4  284 

282 Did you take the result? Yes………………………………………1 
No……………………………………….0 

                     
  

EMPATHY SCALE 
Thanks for answering those. Now we are going read some statements, and we’d like to know how well they describe 
you. If they do not describe you at all well please mark the number 1 and if they describe you very well mark the 
number 5. If you think they partly describe you chose a number between 1 and 5 that you think shows this.  
 

 
 
284 

 
 
 I often have tender, concerned feelings for people less fortunate 
than me. 

Doesn’t  
describe 
me well 
1 

 
 
 
2 

 
 
 
3 

 
 
 
4 

Describes 
me well 
 
5 

285 When I see someone being taken advantage of, I feel protective 
toward them. 

1 2 3 4 5 

286 I am often touched by things that I see happen 1 2 3 4 5 
 

287 I would describe myself as a pretty soft-hearted person 1 2 3 4 5 
 

 
 ACCESSING SUPPORT DURING EMOTIONAL DIFFICULTIES                                                 

 
 You are now very nearly at the end of the questionnaire. Thanks you very much for your time. The last five questions are 
about sources of help that you may have at times when you feel sad or frustrated. All men feel sad, disappointed or 
frustrated sometimes.  

288 When feeling sad, disappointed or frustrated 
have you ever sought help from older relatives? 

Yes…………………………………………………….1 
No……………………………………………………...0 

289 
 

When feeling sad, disappointed or frustrated 
have you ever sought professional counselling? 

Yes…………………………………………………….1 
No……………………………………………………...0 

290 When feeling sad, disappointed or frustrated 
have you ever sought help through family 
meetings? 

Yes…………………………………………………….1 
No……………………………………………………...0 

291 When feeling sad, disappointed or frustrated 
have you ever sought help from a guidance 
teacher or a human resource person at work? 

Yes…………………………………………………….1 
No……………………………………………………...0 
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292 When feeling sad, disappointed or frustrated 
have you ever sought help from a doctor? 

Yes…………………………………………………….1 
No……………………………………………………...0 

    
 CAMPAIGNS AND LAWS AROUND THE PREVENTION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

    

120 In the past 12 months, have you heard of, or seen 
anything on the 365 Days campaign  
 
 

YES........................................................................ 1 
NO…………………………………………………0 

 
 122 

121 Please tell me where you heard or saw the 
initiatives/issues/events about the 365 Day 
campaign  

On the radio …………………………………..… 1 
In the newspaper ……………………………..…. 2 
On TV ……………………………………….…. 3 
From a neighbour /friend …………………….…. 4 
Community meeting/Imbizo ……………………. 5 
Other …………………………………………… 6 

 

122 In the past 12 months, have you heard of, or seen 
anything on the 16 Days campaign  
 

YES........................................................................ 1 
NO…………………………………………………0 

 
 124 

123 Please tell me where you heard or saw the 
initiatives/issues/events about the 365 Day 
campaign 

On the radio …………………………………..… 1 
In the newspaper ……………………………..…. 2 
On TV ……………………………………….…. 3 
From a neighbour /friend …………………….…. 4 
Community meeting/Imbizo ……………………. 5 
Other …………………………………………… 6 

 

124 In the past month, have you heard of, or seen 
initiatives/issues/events on gender based violence   
 

YES........................................................................ 1 
NO…………………………………………………0 

 
 125 

125 Please tell me where you heard or saw the 
initiatives/issues/events on gender based violence  

On the radio …………………………………..… 1 
In the newspaper ……………………………..…. 2 
On TV ……………………………………….…. 3 
From a neighbour /friend …………………….…. 4 
Community meeting/Imbizo ……………………. 5 
Other …………………………………………… 6 

 

126 Have you ever participated in a march or event to 
protest against violence against women? 

YES........................................................................ 1 
NO…………………………………………………0 

 
 

127 Are there any laws in your country that protect 
women and children against violence or abuse?   
 

Yes………..…..….….........1 
No……………………..2 
I don’t know...…........…98  
No answer…..…………99  

 

128 Have you heard about the law against domestic 
violence in South Africa 
 
(Domestic Violence Act) 

YES........................................................................ 1 
NO…………………………………………………0 

 
130 

129 Where did you hear about it? On the radio ……………………………………… 1 
In the newspaper …………………………………. 2 
On TV ……………………………………………. 3 
From a neighbour /friend ………………………… 4 
Community meeting/Imbizo ……………………… 5 
Other ……………………………………………... 6 

 

130 Have you heard about the new law against sexual 
violence and rape in South Africa?  
 
(Sexual Offences Act)? 

YES........................................................................ 1 
NO…………………………………………………0 

 
132 
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131 Where did you hear about it? On the radio ……………………………………… 1 
In the newspaper …………………………………. 2 
On TV ……………………………………………. 3 
From a neighbour /friend ………………………… 4 
Community meeting/Imbizo ……………………… 5 
Other ……………………………………………... 6 

 

 
 

SECTION 14: YOU AND YOUR COMMUNITY 
The last set of questions I want to ask are about your community. Thank you very much for your time, we are nearly finished 
now.  I am going to ask these questions and for each I would like to know whether the answer is definitely yes, probably yes, 
probably no or no. 
132 Do neighbours in this area tend to know each other well? DEFINITELY YES………………………..1 

PROBABLY YES…………………………2 
PROBABLY NO…………………………….3 
DEFINITELY NO………………………….4 

 

133 In this area do most people generally trust each other in 
matters of lending and borrowing? 

DEFINITELY YES……………………….1 
PROBABLY YES…………………………2 
PROBABLY NO…………………………….3 
DEFINITELY NO…………………………..4 

 

134 If there was a fistfight in this area would people do 
something to stop it?  

DEFINITELY YES………………………..1 
PROBABLY YES…………………………2 
PROBABLY NO…………………………….3 
DEFINITELY NO…………………………..4 

 

135 If you were away from home for sometime and on 
coming back you found that your home was broken in 
to, would you think it likely  that your neighbour would 
give you some help with  food or blankets or clothes? 

DEFINITELY YES……………………….1 
PROBABLY YES…………………………2 
PROBABLY NO…………………………….3 
DEFINITELY NO…………………………..4 

 

 
                                                                 
 
 FINISH 
 
You have now finished. Thank you very much for participating in this research. We know 
that some of this has been difficult to answer. We really appreciate you spending your 
time on this and we are sorry if it has made you think about things that it is often easier to 
forget. It is difficult sharing this sort of information, but we have to be able to understand 
the lives and thoughts of everyone in South Africa if we are to have information that we 
can use to make the country and healthier and better place. By sharing this personal 
information with us you are helping us with our research and that will ultimately help 
many other people in the country.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


