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OVERVIEW 
 
WHAT IS THE SIXTEEN DAYS?  
 
Sixteen Days of Activism campaign is the period when activists highlight issues around gender 
violence. This year’s theme: Demanding Implementation, Challenging Obstacles: End Violence 
Against Women, is dedicated to calling on all stakeholders to move beyond promises to actual 
implementation in order to gain long overdue results in the struggle to end violence against 
women. Key dates include: 

♦ 25 November: International Day of No Violence Against Women; 
♦ 1 December: World Aids Day; 
♦ 3 December: International Day for the Disabled; 
♦ 6 December: Anniversary of the Montreal Massacre, when a man gunned down 14 

women engineering students for allegedly being feminist; 
♦ 10 December: Human Rights Day. 

 
Based on this year’s theme certain demands were made by stakeholders on the state and 
relevant institutions including activists' work to achieve better results during and beyond 16 
Days: These included: 

 
 Demanding and securing adequate funding for work aimed at ending violence 

against women.  
 Calling for greater accountability and political commitment from states to prevent 

and punish all forms of violence against women in practice, not just in words.  
 Increasing awareness of the impact of violence against women, including engaging 

in measures to end violence mainly perpetrated by men and boys.  
 Evaluating the impact and effectiveness of work to prevent violence against women. 
 Securing the space for advocacy and defending the defenders of women’s human 

rights in their work to end gender based violence. 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
GL’s involvement in the past 
Since its inception in 2001, Gender Links has played an active role in this campaign through 
training of the media in covering gender violence and building the capacity of NGOs and CBOs 
to run strategic campaigns. Under the banner “imagine a world free of violence and HIV/AIDS” 
these campaigns have placed a strong emphasis on the intersection between gender violence 
and HIV/AIDS. The 2003 Pep Talk campaign included activist research on the availability of PEP 
in health facilities and a campaign to ensure that every woman has access to Post Exposure 
Prophylaxis in the event of a sexual assault.  
 
Since 2004, GL has spearheaded training in the use of new information and communication 
technologies for gender justice campaigns and facilitated online chats, or cyber dialogues that 
link women all over Southern Africa to experts and decision-makers.  Under the banner, 
“Making IT work for Gender Justice” GL has hosted numerous debates, run opinion polls and e-
bulletin services on ending gender violence. GL also pioneered the “I” stories - first hand 
accounts of gender violence that have been carried as part of the GL Opinion and Commentary 
Service, which also carries in-depth analytical pieces during the Sixteen Day campaigns.  
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In 2005, GL conducted an audit of commitments made during these dialogues in South Africa 
and identified actions that still needed to be taken. The audit led to growing support for a 
National Action Plan to End Gender Violence. In May 2006, GL, the National Prosecution 
Authority (NPA) and UN Agencies convened a ground breaking conference: 365 Days of Action 
to End Gender Violence that led to the identification of key priorities for ending gender violence 
and the establishment of a multi-sector task team to work towards this end. GL, in partnership 
with the Gender and Media Southern Africa (GEMSA) Network has since conducted similar 365 
Days of Action to End Gender Violence planning workshops in Mauritius, Namibia, Tanzania, 
Zambia, and Zimbabwe. 
 
In 2006, while the organisation carried out its traditional activities, cyber dialogues and ‘I’ 
stories focus was also dedicated to raising awareness of women’s rights through Take Back the 
Night campaign. In this global campaign, women march down a dangerous street wearing white 
T shirts and carrying candles to make the point that women should be free, like any other 
citizen, to enjoy the night. GL worked in partnership with GEMSA and its country chapters, One 
in Nine, City of Jo’burg and other partners who held similar marches in their respective 
provinces. 
 
Key issues  
In 2007, building on the work done in the course of the year GL reflected on the following 
issues: 

 SADC has a draft Gender and Development Protocol, what will this mean for GBV?  How 
can we capitalise on it as an organising framework and use the Sixteen Days campaign 
to raise its profile. 

 Many countries in the SADC region have developed multi-sector national action plans to 
end gender violence but where do we stand with these? What is the progress and where 
are the gaps? 

 How can national action plans be cascaded to local level? What role can local 
government play in ending gender based violence? 

 In what ways can we make every voice count so that the voices of those most affected 
by gender violence are heard? 

 
OBJECTIVES  
In response to the identified key issues GL aimed to: 

• Ensure maximum coverage of the campaign through engaging with the media in the run 
up to and throughout the campaign. 

• Raise awareness of women’s rights as human rights through the “Take Back the night” 
campaign.  

• Continue “Making IT work for gender justice” through hosting the cyber dialogues. 
• Profile the 365 day initiatives within the Sixteen Day campaign as a way of ensuring that 

this becomes a year-long campaign  
• Follow up with the process of localizing National Action Plans to end gender violence and 

raises awareness on the role of local government in ending gender violence. 
• Use the Sixteen Days as a period to take stock of progress and gaps in ending gender 

violence and reflect on important steps and lessons for the future. 
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OUTPUTS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACTIVITIES 
 
A summary of GL’s 16 day schedule of activities is shown in Annex One. 
 
8 November: Regional Colloquium on role of local government in ending gender 
violence  
 
In the run up to the 16 Days campaign over 80 gender 
and local government officials, councilors and civil society 
activists from 10 Southern African countries gathered on 
November 8 to discuss the role of local government in 
ending gender violence. The event took place on the 
backdrop of a regional ‘Training of Trainers’ workshop for 
local government which was held from 5 - 7 November. 
This aimed to train a cadre of facilitators who will assist 
councils in formulating gender action plans using locally 
adapted materials.  
        
  
During the colloquium hosted by Gender Links at the Willow Park Convention Centre, 
participants shared best practices on involving local government in ending gender violence as 
part of ensuring women's safety and providing holistic service delivery in their communities. The 
meeting reflected on how the Sixteen Days of Activism campaign can be integrated in municipal 

• Report on the Sixteen Days & Local Government Colloquium 
• 34 articles comprising first hand accounts, expert and commentary pieces on gender 

violence published through GL GEM Opinion and Commentary Service.  
• Publication of the book: The ‘I’ stories: Speaking out on gender violence in Southern 

Africa, Volume 3, 2007 comprising 21 first hand stories of gender violence. 
• Nine of the ‘I’ stories – were produced in audio format as well 
• 3 radio spots produced. 
• Ten Fact sheets based on different themes relating to gender violence produced – 500 in 

print while the electronic versions were published on GL’s website. 
• Take Back the Night posters in five languages: English, Zulu, Sesotho, Afrikaans and 

French 
• Pamphlets on role of local government in ending gender violence in five languages: 

English, Zulu, Sesotho, Afrikaans and French. 
• Five thematic Cyber Dialogues held. 
• 16 Days Special edition of the Southern Africa Gender Justice Barometer e-newsletter.  
• GL hosted successful visit of the Ama Buruxa Cultural Group, which received a lot of 

media attention. 
• Take Back the Night March: Three Southern Africa countries participated. 

In South Africa while the main march was held at the 
Germiston Civic Centre in Ekurhuleni where over 600 men 
and women attended, other councils in the Metro also held 
their own local marches in the campaign period. 

Local government colloquium regional 
participants, November 2007, Willow Park 
Conference centre 
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Integrated Development Plans as a flagship project to raise awareness and enhance community 
safety.  
 
In working groups the following themes were explored:  

• Community mobilisation  
• Trafficking  
• Involving survivors of gender violence through 'I' stories  
• Reclaiming unsafe spaces through Take Back the Night march  
• Link between Gender Based Violence and HIV and AIDS  
• Stretching 16 Days campaign to 365 Days Participants planned for the 2007 Sixteen 

Days.  
 
Participants planned for the 2007 16 Days campaign by identifying campaigns that could be 
coordinated at regional and community level. It marked the beginning of drawing up a 
consolidated regional calendar of Sixteen Days activities to ensure coordination at regional, 
national and local level. A full report can be found on the GL website. 
http://www.genderlinks.org.za/page.php?p_id=376&PHPSESSID=15bc35af3c5117fa158b4f7851
64bd10 
 
‘I’ Stories, Opinion and Commentary Service  
 
First hand accounts are one of the most powerful ways to raise 
awareness on gender violence. Building on past successes, GL put out a 
call for first hand accounts of surviving gender violence. Two workshops 
dubbed “Tell us your story” were held with a group of survivors who 
needed assistance in writing their stories. The stories were disseminated 
both in written and audio formats in mainstream media and through the 
GL website.  The Opinion and Commentary Service ran a 16 days special 
series. 
 
Following a call to survivors of gender violence (see Annex Two) , GL 
in partnership with GEMSA, Nisaa Institute for Women Development and People Opposing 
Women Abuse (POWA), worked together with women who have suffered abuse to tell their 
stories. Three counselors were also on standby to assist in the process. 
 
Two workshops were held at the Gender Links office to assist them in writing their stories. 
During the first workshop 25 October, 14 survivors told their stories and were taken though the 
process of what it meant to write these stories and have them published in mainstream media. 
They went away to write the stories and sent them through for editing. The second workshop 
held on 6th November entailed going through each of the stories and making sure participants 
were in agreement with the final version. They were taken through logistical matters such as 
filling out consent forms. 
 
A third session was devoted to the radio recording of nine of these experiences.  
 
The ‘I’ Stories, Speaking out on gender violence in Southern Africa, Volume Three 2007.   
21 first hand accounts, including 14 from the workshop, comprising an assortment of 
experiences and life stories were compiled and published as the third series of the ‘I’ stories. 
Some of them were from Congo, Mozambique and Zambia. The book was officially launched 
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during the Take back the Night march in Ekurhuleni which was attended by the Deputy Minister 
of Safety and Security, Susan Shabangu and the Executive Mayor of Ekurhuleni, Duma Nkosi. 
 
Profiling of the ‘I’ stories 
Apart from the publication, the ‘I’ stories were distributed through: 

• Mainstream media houses within South Africa and across the Southern Africa for 
publishing. The response was overwhelming. Some online publications such as Women 
24 actually published all the stories. (See media coverage section,  

• GL website: A package of the print and audio formats including 3 radio spots was 
uploaded onto the GL website.  This is linked to the GEMSA website, Women’s Net, 
Pambazuka, SANGOnet, as well as the Government Communication and Information 
Service (GCIS) of South Africa among other sites during 16 Days. 

• The ‘I’ stories Volume Three, 2007 was launched during the Take Back the Night march 
in Germiston, Ekurhuleni. 

• The publication was distributed at events and meetings that took place during 16 Days 
of Activism such as Take Back the Night, Taking Stock, Media debate, Gender Justice 
Summit, Cyber Dialogues among others. 

 
Take Back the Night march 
 
As part of the 2007 Sixteen Days of Activism campaign, Gender Links (GL) in partnership with 
Gender and Media Southern Africa Network (GEMSA) and strategic partners coordinated Take 
back the Night marches in South Africa and the region. See Annex Three for call to join the 
campaign. 
 
During Take back the night campaign women in cities across Southern Africa will march down a 
street they deem to have “lost” as a result of fear wearing T-shirts and carrying candles 
reclaiming their basic rights to freedom of movement 
and safety! 
 
Why Take Back the Night?  
Many women are unable to enjoy their basic right to walk down a street at night without fear of 
experiencing some form of violence. Freedom of movement, the right to safety and security and 
bodily integrity are basic democratic rights.  
 
The Southern Africa Take Back the Night campaign aims to: 

 Reclaim the right of women to be safe in all places at all times of the day and night.   
 Foster collaboration with local government and other stakeholders to take back 

dangerous streets in cities and towns across Southern Africa. 
 Speak out against all forms of violence within and outside the home. 
 Raise community awareness on gender violence. 
 Develop innovative preventative strategies for addressing the high levels of gender 

violence in communities. 
 
 
 
South Africa 
On 24 November, the eve of International Day of No violence Against Women over 600 women 
and men from Ekurhuleni and surrounding areas reclaimed the night in Germiston. The march 
was led by Minister of Safety and Security Ms Susan Shabangu, the Executive Mayor of 
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Ekurhuleni Duma Nkosi and councilors who reaffirmed their commitment to ensuring safety of 
women and children in their locality. They also led the candle light ceremony. The ‘I’ stories 
Volume 3 was launched at the event. A cultural group provided entertainment. 
 
Other councils within Ekurhuleni organised local marches during the 16 Days period. 
 
Mauritius 
MWO-GEMSA in collaboration with the District Council of Grand Port, Savanne organised the 
Take Back the Night march on 25 November International Women’s Day.  Women and men 
including survivors of gender violence and people with disability marched from Mahebourg 
Police Station to Mahebourg Water Front. Honourable Dr Vasant Bunwaree, Minister of Labour 
and Industrial Relations, Indira Seeburn, Minister of Women's Rights, Child Development and 
Family Welfare and Dr James Burty David, Minister of Local Government led the march and 
spoke out against gender violence at the event.  A candle ceremony was held to remember the 
women who have died as a result of gender violence. 
 
• Examples of posters used for the campaign; 
 

                       
27 November: Taking Stock and Video Link 
As a member of the coordination committee of the South African National Action Plan Task 
Team, GL coordinated a high level panel to take stock of progress in ending GBV since the 2006 
campaign (See Annex Four for Programme). This was followed up by a video link up between 
the 5 countries (Mauritius, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland and Zambia), that have extended 
the sixteen day campaign to 365. Unfortunately two countries, Namibia and Swaziland could not 
be linked because of technical challenges. See Annex Five  for Order of Business.  
 
Participating countries shared best practices and experiences in the implementation of their 
National Action Plans to end gender violence.  Mauritius, Swaziland and South Africa have 
officially launched their plans and implementation is underway though there is still need to 
strengthen the multi-sector initiatives. The discussion also focused on how the region can forge 
ahead with the implementation of targets set in the draft SADC Gender and Development 
Protocol as a framework for   developing and strengthening national action plans to end gender 
violence.  
 
A Score Card which was framed against the SADC Addendum on the Prevention and Elimination 
of violence against women and children, which is also the basis of the draft Gender and 
Development Protocol, was administered to panellists and audience who were required to score 
their county’s progress in addressing gender violence. The indicators used were legal; services; 
economic, social, political and cultural factors; education and awareness raising; integrated 
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approaches and budgetary allocations for survivors of gender violence.  See Annex Six for 
sample of the score card used. Mauritius scored 84%, South Africa scored 66% overall and 
Zambia over 80%. The scorecard will be further developed to see if it can continue being used 
as a gauge to measure progress in ending gender based violence. 
 
South Africa  
Gender Links, GEMSA, the World Bank and IFC together with policy makers and activists held 
their face to face discussion at the World Bank offices to take stock of how far South Africa has 
come since the launch of the 365 Day National Action Plan in March 2007.  The Deputy Minister 
of Safety and Security, Susan Shabangu officiated.  
 
Shabangu used the opportunity to highlight what the South Africa Police Service (SAPS) has 
been doing to deal with gender violence. Two main issues emerged 
• The need for gender sensitisation for the police force to change patriarchal mindsets still 

entrenched in their way of thinking. 
• The need to improve collecting gender violence statistics at police stations. 
 
Other panelists included senior government officials and civil society representatives who 
debated issues around implementation of the national plan. The audience comprised 
government officials, civil society as well as a delegation from Ethiopia who were on a study 
tour to learn from the South African 365 Day initiative and the Thuthuzela Care Centres model 
in particular.  
 
The meeting agreed that emphasis still needs to be placed on nurturing partnerships especially 
between government and civil society to ensure effective implementation. The panellists and 
audiences scored South Africa's progress in addressing gender violence with regard to legal; 
services; economic, social, political and cultural factors; education and awareness; integrated 
approaches and budgetary allocations for survivors of gender violence.  The scores were as 
follows: 
Legal – 71%; Social, Economic, Political and Cultural – 64%; Services – 69%; Education, 
Training and Awareness – 66%; Integrated approaches and budgetary allocations – 65%. 
 
6th December: Media Debate: Media part of the problem or part of the solution? 
GL partnered with GEMSA, Oxfam and City Press to hold a media debate. It brought together 
media development NGOs, analysts and media practitioners to debate to what extent the media 
is part of the problem or of the solution when it comes to ending gender violence. The Press 
Ombudsman officiated. It was agreed that NGOs and media practitioners need to work together 
to ensure that professional and ethical standards of journalism are upheld when reporting 
issues of gender violence. 
 
Cell phone campaign 
GL, Women’sNet, Nissa Institute for Women Development and LifeLine Southern Africa put out 
a call to mobile phone services providers Cell-C, Vodacom, Virgin Mobile and MTN to make 
essential national helplines a free call from a cellphone. A petition was circulated online through 
the Women’sNet website and physical copies made to collect signatures to apply pressure on 
the mobile service providers to accept this request. 
 
This was inspired by the fact the industry is now claiming 32 million active cellphone users in 
SA, out of a population of 47 million that is two-thirds.  Discount the children under 7 and half 
the grannies over 70, and about three-quarters of all youth & adults have a cellphone. Clearly a 
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major crisis in SA is that rape is the reality for so many women.  Can cellphones be of use in 
fighting gender violence? See Annex Seven for petition sent out.  The campaign will continue 
beyond 16 Days. 
 
Cyber dialogues 
GL hosted general interest cyber dialogues on five days of the campaign. Summaries of two of 
these are given below: 
 
Theme: Cyber dialogue on Trafficking of women and girls in Southern Africa 
Date:    28 November 2007 
Venue: Gender Links 
 
Panelists: Neelanjana Mukhia (Action Aid International); Maria Moreriane  
 (International Organisation for Migration); Tonya Graham (Community Media for  

Development); Lucy Hillier (Save the Children); Megan   Briede (South Africa  
Child Welfare Department) 

 
What constitutes trafficking?  

• Sometimes there is confusion between trafficking and smuggling, particularly because 
smuggling may turn into a trafficking situation. 

 
What is the state of trafficking in the region and in your country?  

• Information available is that South Africa is the hub of trafficking.  
• Not enough detail in terms of statistics, however it is happening, including between 

communities within a country.  
• So far IOM has assisted women and children from countries such as Angola, DRC, South 

Africa, Kenya, Nigeria, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Rwanda, Cameroon, Swaziland, Somalia 
and Ethiopia. The organisation has also assisted women in Bulgaria and Romania, as 
well as Hong Kong, China, India and Thailand.  

• Community Media for Development (CMFD) has information on Mozambique and 
Zambia, based on research for a drama project with International Organisation for 
Migration (IOM) and the Southern African Counter-Trafficking Assistance Programme 
(SACTAP).   

• The problem is growing, SACTAP’s current five country research in southern Africa seeks 
to address this.  

 
Is there any research currently that talks about the state of trafficking in the 
region? 

• CMFD is conducting research on Mozambique and Zambia for a radio drama project with 
IOM/SACTAP.  

• WLSA has conducted research on trafficking and HIV in 7 SADC countries  
• Report by Speaker of South Africa parliament, presented during women’s month could 

be a source of information.  
• IOM conducted research in 2003 on trafficking in the region. 
• Some research done in Nkomazi, Mpumalanga, South Africa, by the Law Reform 

Commission in 2004 (Issue Paper 25 Dept. OJCD). 
• Ekurhuleni Metro (South Africa) has started research on commercial sex workers 

although incomplete. 
• Save the Children is conducting research on trafficking in children in the region. It 

should be available in 2008.  
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• The Institute of Security Studies (South Africa) is conducting research.  
• There is need for more research; there is not enough information about what 

happening, the drivers, facilitators, victims. IOM needs to share more information on 
facts and figures that interested stakeholders can mobilise around.  

• SACTAP is currently conducting research on male trafficking, as a programme under 
IOM. 

 
How have different countries responded? Is there legislation and policy on 
trafficking? 

• Mozambique has legislation addressing this issue.  
• Zambia has passed a law to deal with trafficking. 
• The South African Law Reform Commission has pushed a Trafficking in Persons Bill 

(discussion paper 111) which is currently before parliament  
• SADC has recently created a working group for OVC and Youth – potentially useful 

entry to address child rights and child protection in the context of trafficking  
• The South African government is supportive of organizations that are dealing with 

human trafficking and victim assistance in particular, i.e shelters that work closely with 
IOM.  

• Whilst there are many legal and policy frameworks that protect children in South Africa, 
foreign children including those who are trafficked often struggle to benefit from the 
assistance and support they are entitled to.  

 
There is little awareness on the issue of trafficking. What can we do to raise 
awareness about trafficking?  

• Education must start with leaders, at home, schools, and at community level using 
ward councilors and every other platform  

• A men’s forum has been established in South Africa that addresses issues of male 
abuse including trafficking  

• IOM conducts extensive awareness raising campaigns, as well as disseminate 
information to groups that are particularly vulnerable to trafficking. They also 
conduct a training of trainer programme in order to build the capacity of amongst 
civil society and law enforcement agencies to be able to effectively address the issue 
and prevent trafficking.  

• There is little coordinated action to assist those that have been trafficked, including 
reintegration.  

• There is need to raise concerns at community level, including alerting children.  
• There is need to have a workshop with IOM to see how a multiplier effect can be 

developed around information sharing.  
• There should be consideration of programmes in schools  

 
Soccer 2010 is a great opportunity to raise awareness about trafficking as well as 
address the issues. What are some of the ways we can do this?    

• Soccer 2010 is already being discussed in terms of an increase in trafficking of 
women and children. In South Africa Fair Trade and Tourism are trying to work with 
tourism operators to introduce a code of good practice to assist in mitigating the 
impact of trafficking.   

• The Metros, Johannesburg and Ekurhuleni (South Africa) must have 2010 
committees; these could be approached and briefed.  

• Child Welfare South African and Child Line are in the process of developing an 
intervention and prevention plan for 2010. They are making links with FIFA and 
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hope to have an informal meeting early in 2008. Interested groups can contact Child 
Welfare South Africa to participate.  

• We could work with Fair Trade and Tourism (South Africa) to see how an 
appropriate version of an international code adopted by tour operators, hotels etc. 
can be implemented nationally.  

• We should be looking at raising awareness and training at government level and 
other authorities such as the police to ensure that they know how to identify and 
handle child and women abuse during 2010. 

• Care must be taken such that gearing up for 2010 does not turn into restrictive 
immigration policies and negative profiling of immigrants. What can be done to 
ensure that human rights are taken into account?   

• There is need to ensure that all tourists entering South Africa are aware of laws 
regarding the abuse and exploitation of children. ACSA must be included in 
trafficking prevention campaign; offenders must also be prosecuted.  

• There is need to consider messaging for 2010 and try to get authorities on board 
early. 

 
Is any group planning a regional meeting on trafficking soon? 

• Save the Children Alliance will meet in January 2008 on this issue, however they are 
still developing a strategy, and will be able to report back on important 
developments and research available.  

• Childhelpline International having a meeting in South Africa in December 2007. 
 
There appear to be gaps around coordination and information, any suggestions how 
this could be addressed and by whom? 

• Setting up a loose alliance of organizations working on this issue, possibly 
coordinated by IOM, to combine efforts and start pressuring governments.  

• Municipal level responses must be informed and supported better, since they are at 
the frontline of addressing migration issues. 

• An email list or clearing house that will disseminate information about efforts being 
made to address trafficking in the region.  

• IOM can set up a database of information that can be accessed by all, if one does 
not already exist. 

• Interested stakeholders can email mimmelback@iom.int to be included in the IOM 
mailing list in order to receive a quarterly bulletin “the eye on human trafficking”; 
further information can be found on www.iom.int. 

•  Have a huge campaign in communities to raise awareness on the issue, linking up 
with local government.  

• SANTAC in Mozambique that can play a coordination role for research and other 
trafficking related issues.  

 
How can we use campaigns like the 16 Days of Activism and other days like 
International Women’s Day to raise awareness? 

• Local government, such as the Ekurhuleni Metro already has a gender based 
violence plan and they can raise the issue. 

• Save the Children advocate to ensure that children’s voices are heard when making 
decisions and planning interventions which concern them; children need to be 
consulted on ways to address trafficking.  

• In other regions mock courts are used to raise awareness where trafficking survivors 
come and give testimonies. They are given a lot of media attention and are repeated 
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periodically to ensure the issue remains visible. They are firmly based on the notion 
of promoting women’s human rights.   

• Write a letter to Minister De Lange after the cyber dialogue requesting to see the 
draft legislation and sharing concerns about the issue.  

• There is need to involve the Department of Safety and Security, so that they make 
an input and presentations on trafficking. 

• Use mass media to intensify efforts to raise awareness. 
• The lack of legislation leave o lot of room for advocacy organizations to lobby for 

good legislation, based on what we can learn from other countries that have 
ineffective legislation.  

 
Date:   29 November 2007  
Theme: The role of local government in ending gender violence 
 
Quote for the day:  
“As local government representatives, we interact with women on a daily basis…we have taken 
the position of being vanguards of the community.”   
 
Summary points: 
Gender based violence is a problem that effects many women is all communities and local 
government has an important role to play in addressing this issue.  Women stay in abusive 
relationships for many reasons which include, amongst others, poverty and poor education. 
Local government is in a position to deal with the challenge of poverty head-on and to 
capacitate women with life skills that will enable them to participate fully in the economic 
mainstream.   
 
Communities need to be made aware of the extent of GBV and should be encouraged to 
become actively involved in curbing this scourge.  Schools are an important starting point for 
raising awareness and teachers have an integral role to play.  All stakeholders, which includes, 
community members, councillors, CBO’s, FBO’s etc. need to start working together to address 
GBV, “Collaborative and co-ordinated action will yield results”.   
 
 
What programmes should local government put in place to assist in the prevention 
of gender violence in local communities? 
 
Public education 
• Public education programmes should be intensified.  They should include women’s rights 

programmes, where women will be educated on their rights. All sectors of our community 
should be sensitised around issues of gender violence and work on dispelling some of the 
cultural myths about gender roles.  

• Local government should work hand with hand the community. 
• Communication strategies should be improved so that all policies are communicated to the 

broader community. 
• Women must continue to talk and share experiences of mindset and behaviour change. 

Women should be supported and encouraged to speak out about their experiences. 
• Involve churches, traditional leaders CBO constantly to address the issue of gender roles 

and gender violence then we would begin to change attitudes. 
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Schools and children 
• One of the most important target groups for the campaign should be schools and children 

because that is where education starts. 
• In many instances the role played by teachers in the campaign is not visible.   Teachers 

should be educated and made aware on these campaigns and they should then in turn 
educate and raise awareness amongst learners.  An example of involving children in the 
campaign is Port St Johns where a march was led by children to give a memorandum to the 
magistrate making demands such fast tracking cases of abuse and not giving abusers bail. 

• More support must be offered to children who may have parent’s who work and can’t 
provide for all the supportive needs of their children. 

• There are examples of local councils which are running awareness campaigns in schools in 
their communities, such programmes should be replicated. 

• Work with Love Life, which has established a born free dialogue for young people to debate 
on this. 

 
Councils 
• Councillors in all municipalities should be made aware of campaigns to end gender violence 

such as the 16 days of activism campaign, and they should be encouraged to get involved 
and to involve their constituents in these campaigns.  

• Local government must continue to review all policies and ensure that gender is 
mainstreamed into their existing programmes.  Councils should also develop gender policies. 

• Pass policies that will prevent abuse especially in the workplace. Municipalities that do not 
have sexual harassment policies should develop these.  

 
What services should be made available for women at the local level who are 
experiencing gender violence? 
• Involve all stakeholders and conduct a baseline study, to identify the extent of the problem 

in each community.  This will ensure that councils are in possession of all the facts which 
will enable them start thinking creatively about  how to address the problem as well as what 
services are needed in each area. 

• It is very important to encourage women to speak out and to then provide them with safe 
spaces to go as well.  

• Women should be encouraged to become magistrates so as to ensure that the justice 
services are fair and woman friendly. 

• Community members should work together in helping each other.  They should respond to 
calls for help from neighbours, ie. Establish neighbourhood watches.   

• Establish SOS offices in all provinces to address gender violence, trafficking and all other 
forms of violence. These offices should be coordinated by the government, in conjunction 
with NGO’s, CBO’s and FBO’s.   

 
What kind of support do you think should be available at local level to women after 
they have left the abusive situation? 
• Support groups should be established in all communities as well as ‘speak out programmes’.  

This will start to raise awareness of the high rates of gender violence in communities as well 
as enable women to share their experiences and receive advice on how to overcome 
obstacles that they are experiencing. Councillors are in a position to sensitise the community 
about gender violence and encourage people to speak out. 

• Support structures should include councillors, ward committees, NGO's as well as church 
leaders. 
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• Municipalities should start an ongoing education programmes to capacitate women so that 
once they have left an abusive relationship they develop some skill that will enable them to 
participate in the economic mainstream.  

• Community members should be educated to see GBV not as a private issue but rather as an 
issue that affects the entire community.  Communities can then start to address the issue as 
a collective,   

 
What coordinating structures should be set up within local government to ensure 
that all activities are implemented? 
• It is everyone’s responsibility to ensure that everyone is made aware of this campaign - if 

you know of people who don't know about it then let them know. 
• Coordinate all local structures in communities and establish a database as well as mobilising 

such structures and engaging them on gender violence advocacy campaigns. 
• Establish a forum/ committee at the ward level including members of the ward committee, 

councillors, NGO’s, CBO’s and church leaders, etc. - all relevant stakeholders should involve 
two representatives. Setting up such a forum would be a very good initiative and a really 
good way of starting to engage with all of the relevant stakeholders on this issue. 

• Coordinating structures are needed to champion this programme, SAPS, the departments of 
justice, social development and GGO's dealing with women and children should lead in such 
structures. 
 

What is the one thing that you can do in your capacity as councillor, official, 
community member - to address gender violence. 
• Act and be noisy about the abuse of women and children. 
• We can not all be leaders we need stakeholders that will play a leading role and then we 

rally behind them. 
• Support and encourage everyone including men to act against abuse. 
• In order to curb the evil of women and child abuse, all organs of civil society should join 

hands in fighting this demon. 
• Everyone has a role to play. 
 
Date: 30 November 2007 
Theme: Unpaid care work and HIV and AIDS 
Venue: Gender Links 

 
Quote: 
“Care work places a great strain on the whole family in general because the volunteers dedicate 
most of their time to care work, hence they cannot engage in income generating projects or 
work.” 
 
Summary points: 
Unpaid care work is seen as an important strategy to extend health to those affected and 
infected by HIV and AIDS in communities. The work is often voluntary and performed primarily 
by women. Care work places an additional burden of care on women. The work is not 
remunerated and carers often use their resources to assist those being cared for. 
 
Care work is real work. The discussion focused on how to formalise care work as a category of 
work and to ensure that it is remunerated fairly. 
 
What is the state of care work in your country?  
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• In Zimbabwe there are a lot of NGOs involved in care work, but the challenge now 
remains retention of volunteers who are working as care givers. 

• In most cases its dedicated, concerned individuals in the community who come together 
to provide the service. 

• In South Africa we have hospice and government must put more effort into funding and 
supporting these hospices.  

• Home base carers must be capacitated and get better incentives so that they can be 
motivated. 
 

How can we improve the conditions that care workers work in? 
• Care work places a great strain on the whole family in general because the volunteers 

dedicate most of their time to care work, hence they cannot engage in income 
generating projects or work. This is made worse by the macro economic difficulties we 
are experiencing which means that the earning capacity of people in general has been 
greatly reduced. 

• By ensuring that they are paid for the work they do because it is great work. They also 
need to have protective clothing. 

• In rural areas is not easy for home based carer to get around because they do not have 
cars. Providing transport for carers is important. 

 
How can we get unpaid care work recognised as formal, as a job? 

• Make it formal work just like domestic work. 
• Care givers need government support and recognition.  
• Looking after people living with HIV and AIDS is challenging. It therefore requires more 

than mere certification and stipends, this should become a state responsibility. 
 

What kind of training is available for care workers? 
• Home based care and home nursing, basic counselling, dot (direct observe 

treatment) and support services in South Africa. 
 

What do you think a care work campaign should cover? 
• Profiling of the households receiving care can give us an in depth understanding of 

what we need to help people living with HIV and AIDS. 
• A campaign should cover health issues such as safe practices doing their home 

visits. 
• The community must be informed about care givers because sometimes some 

families will not feel free to be open to them. 
• The campaigns should go on throughout the year.   
• NGO's working with care givers should work very hard to translate campaigns into 

actions that will improve the working conditions of care givers. 
• Visiting and workshopping traditional homes and abahlali at large would help in 

ensuring that care work is seen as important in the community. 
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South Africa: Visit by the Ama Buruxa Daweb Culture group from Namibia  
 
GL hosted the Ama Buruxa Cultural Group of children 
from Maltahöhe, Southern Namibia which visited 
Johannesburg from 5-12th December as part of the 16 
Days of Activism campaign.  
 
Since the Ama Buruxa (Nama for 'Simply amazing') 
group was established in 2001 they have worked hard 
to turn the tide and to create a better future for the 
orphans and vulnerable children in Maltahöhe. The 
group comprises 32 children most of whom have been 
orphaned as a result of HIV and AIDS and or gender 
violence. They give theatre performances to tourists to 
raise money for school fees for orphans and vulnerable 
children in the area. The captivating performances are choreographed by their champion, the 
soft spoken chair of the village council, Karolina Pieters. They also use the music as a form of 
therapy. 14 of these children visited Johannesburg. 
 
Key activities included:  

• Interactive training and cultural exchange with Themba Interactive Theatre 
Company which marked one of the highlights of their visit 

• Theatre performance at Museum Africa with four other South African theatre groups 
at an event organised by GL, GEMSA, City of Johannesburg and Museum Africa. 

• Arts, Gender violence and HIV and AIDS workshop facilitated by the Constitution Hill 
Junior Education programme as well as a tour of the Constitution Hill.  They also 
performed at an HRSC children's book launch. 

• Education tour of the South African Broadcasting Corporation (SABC). 
 
It was not only work, the trip also included some fun activities for the children such as visiting 
Lion's Park whose management granted the group a free tour of the park and Gold Reef City 
whose Donations Committee granted the children a 50% discount. They also watched the 
UMOJA Victory Theatre show.  
 
Like the ‘I’ stories, the Ama Buruxa Cultural group also put a face and real voices to the 16 
Days campaign. 
 
Information and publicity 
• One special edition of the GL and GEMSA joint electronic newsletter, the Southern Africa 

Gender Justice Barometer, was sent to over 3000 people via a mailing list. The news letter 
gives an overview of the 16 Days Campaign and the output. 

• GL published 34 commentaries through its GEM Opinion and Commentary Service written by 
people who have experiences of gender violence and experts on different themes during the 
sixteen days. These received pick up from several media outlets across Southern Africa. 

• Extensive media coverage across Southern Africa (See Media Coverage, page 34).  
• Ten Fact sheets on issues relating to gender violence and media packs. See examples 

below.  

Ama Buruxa group performing with members of 
the Themba Interactive Theatre company during 
a training session , December 2007 
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• Take Back the Night posters  

(See Take Back the Night campaign summary section for examples) 
 
Website: GL dedicated a section on the website for the sixteen days. The GL website carried 
generic content about the campaign, activities, I stories and opinion pieces. This was linked to 
the GEMSA website which carried information on the activities that were taking place in the 
region. 
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MEDIA COVERAGE 
 
GL engaged with the media in the run up to and throughout the campaign.  This was achieved 
through the media debate, sending out press statements, attending to interviews both 
telephonic and in television studios. A log of media interviews is attached - See Annex Eight. 
Samples of print media coverage accompany this report, see Annex Nine. 
 

LESSONS LEARNED 
 
Good partnerships work: GL continued to expand and strengthen its network of partners 
with civil society organisations and some local government authorities. Because of this was GL 
able to carry out most of the campaign activities it set out to do despite limited resources. 
Partner organisations were able pull resources together and this resulted in the campaign 
activities having a greater impact.  
 
Limited Resources: The campaign continues to attract little resources.  However this allows 
the organisation to have more focused activities and be innovative. For example with the Ama 
Buruxa tour, GL attracted considerable in kind support. 
 
Mobilising media: Because of the deliberate effort GL made in engaging with the media 
before and throughout the campaign, GL events received good media coverage. As has become 
tradition the organisation was able to influence content through its GEM Opinion and 
Commentary Service. However there may be a need to reduce number of commentaries and 
focus more on improving the diversity and depth of content provided to the media. 
 
Activism: Take Back the Night march and the Ama Buruxa Cultural Group tour were vibrant as 
they involved some level of activism as opposed to meetings or workshops. Once again the  
power of partnerships was manifest by the high level of mobilising that took place, for example 
in Ekurhuleni Metro. 
 
Voice of Survivors of gender violence:  The voices of those most affected by gender 
violence are always a compelling way of raising pertinent issues in the sector – “S/he who feels 
it knows it”. The survivors were rightfully given the prominence during 16 days of Activism: 
print, radio, television and the website. 
 
Cyber dialogues: They worked well when community groups were organised prior to the 
event.  In the future this level of mobilisation needs to begin much earlier,  a few months 
before 16 Days of Activism begins. The opportunity to develop strategies around to feeding 
cyber dialogues into policy discussions remains untapped. 
 
Coordination: There is an opportunity for GL to play a national coordination role if resources 
are made available as evidenced by the number of enquiries the organisation received about 
events taking place.  
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ANNEX ONE 
GL SIXTEEN DAYS 2007 CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 
Each day of the Sixteen Days 2007 GL will either host an activity or join in one of the five cyber dialogues planned for the period with its sister organization GEMSA (conducted on the 
permanent chat facility on the GL website). GL will also run a series of “I” stories or first hand accounts, as well as expert pieces on the different themes from South Africa and the 
region on gender violence.  For more information contact Loveness Jambaya on justice@genderlinks.org.za or 011-622-2877.  
 
 

PROPOSED 
DATE/TIME  

THEME ACTIVITIES VENUE PARTNERS  

Thursday 8th Nov 
08.00 – 10.00 

Role of local government in ending gender 
violence 

Colloquium  Willow park GEMSA, women 
councilors from SADC 

Wednesday 14 
Nov,  
18.30-20.00  

Media: part of the problem or of the solution  
 

Debate and briefing 
  

IAJ offices SAGEM,  
GEMSA, City Press and 
Oxfam 

Saturday 24 Nov 
17.30-20.00 

Build up to Int’l day of no violence against 
women 

Take Back the Night march, launch 
of ‘I’ stories publication 

Gemiston Civic 
Centre 

GEMSA, Ekurhuleni 
Metro, SALGA Gauteng 

Sunday 25 Nov International  Day of No Violence against 
Women 

National Launch, Million Men’s 
March 

- - 

Monday 26 Nov Gender violence and sexual orientation Commentaries on the website   
SADC Gender & Dev Protocol as framework to 
develop & strengthen National Action Plans to 
end gender violence 

Face to face discussion IFC offices World Bank, GEMSA, 
UNIFEM, GCIS 

Tuesday 27 Nov 
10.00-14.00 

 Video Conference IFC offices GEMSA, SADC Protocol 
Alliance 

Wed 28 Nov 
13.00-14.00 

Trafficking  Regional Cyber dialogue, colloquium GL offices  GEMSA, IOM 

Thursday 29 Nov  
13.00-14.00 

Role of local government in ending gender 
violence 

SA cyber dialogue GL offices SALGA Gauteng, North 
West, GEMSA, GCIS 

Build up to World AIDS Day, Link between HIV 
and AIDS & GBV; role of the media  

Launches of HIV and AIDS policies 
in several countries  

Newsrooms  GEMSA, MAP partners  Friday, 30 Nov 
10.00-14.00 

 Regional cyber dialogue. GL offices GEMSA, MAP partners 
Sunday 2 
December 

    

Monday 3 
December 

International day of the Disabled Commentaries -  

Tuesday 4 
December 

 Cyber dialogue  GL offices GEMSA, Network for 
People living with 
disability 

Wednesday 5 
December 

Gender violence and children Ama Buruxa group arrives -  
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PROPOSED 
DATE/TIME  

THEME ACTIVITIES VENUE PARTNERS  

Thursday 6 
December 
13.00 -14.00 

Making IT work for gender justice IT training for Ama Buruxa group,  GL offices GEMSA, Children from 
Orange Farm 

 Gender violence in schools 
 

Cyber dialogue GL offices DOE 
 

Saturday 7 Dec Children: Arts and Gender Violence Ama Buruxa training workshop at 
Themba Interactive Theatre 

Braamfointein, 
Themba theatre 
offices 

Themba Interactive 
theatre group 

Saturday 8 Dec Children: Arts and Gender Violence Ama Buruxa tour of 
Constitution Hill  

Constitution Hill, 
Braamfointein 

GEMSA, Constitution 
Hill, Lion Park  

Sunday 9 Dec -  - - 
International Human Rights Day, Cyber dialogue GL offices GEMSA, GCIS Monday 10 Dec  

13.00-14.00  Ama Buruxa group tour SABC 
studios 

Auckland Park SABC 
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ANNEX TWO 
Tell us your story! 

Call to Survivors of Gender Violence 
What  
Gender Links is inviting submissions from women and men across Southern Africa who have 
survived gender violence, or are reformed perpetrators, to tell us their stories as part of this 
year’s Sixteen Days of Activism on Gender Violence. We will select an assortment of these 
experiences and life stories to be included in a special series of “I Stories,” that will be 
published on the GL website and in the mainstream media across the region as part of the 
campaign.  
 
Each “I Story” will share the personal experience of someone who has, in some way, been 
touched by gender-based violence in their lives. Gender violence can take many forms- 
physical, sexual, emotional and economic. In the past, we have heard stories from women 
who have left abusive relationships, young people who have coped with sexual abuse, and 
perpetrators of violence.  We would like to hear from a wide range of people from different 
perspectives - men and women, mothers, fathers, daughters and brothers.  Each is a first 
person account, telling of each individual’s experience.  
 
Why  
First hand accounts are one of the most compelling ways of bringing home the reality of 
gender violence, its consequences, public and private responses. By telling your story, you 
can help raise awareness to fight this scourge. Those who tell their stories also often find 
that this can be therapeutic. People who would like to use a pseudonym are welcome to do 
so, and should indicate this when submitting. 
 
How 
To submit, please send a paragraph outlining. 
• Who you are and why you want to tell the story. 
• Where and when does the story take place?  
• What is the story you want to tell?   
• How would you like to be identified?  
• Would you like to write your own story or would you like help in writing the story? 
• Your contact information; preferably an E Mail address and cell phone number.  

 
We will review and select story ideas based on the need for a diverse range of stories – 
region, perspectives, experiences, and issues raised by the 16 days campaign.  People may 
write their own story or we may pair individuals with writers who can help shape the story 
for publication. Stories will be distributed widely to in the mainstream media and you will 
receive feedback on how your story has been used.  All participants whose stories are used, 
and/or assist in the writing of stories, will also receive a small honourarium. 
 
Who and when  
Please send ideas to editor@genderlinks.org.za by Wednesday 25 October 2006 or phone 
Debbie on 0731327032 or fax 011 622 4732. All final stories must be submitted Monday 6 
November.  
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Below are links to examples of “I” stories. Please click on the title to read the full story. We 
look forward to hearing from you! 
 
Real men don’t do violence  
I really don’t know how to apologise to the people that I have harmed. Even though I know 
my actions were influenced by the violent society that I grew up in, it still doesn’t excuse 
the things that I did to my fellow African sisters. I have seen the agony and trauma that 
women experience when they are abused. I live with the guilt of having been an abusive 
man and I have vowed that never again shall I lift my fists to a woman or child. I have 
declared zero-tolerance on rape and all forms of violence.  
Read more: http://www.genderlinks.org.za/article.php?a_id=244 
 
Zambia: Early marriages rob girls of their childhood  
No one consulted me; my mother just packed my few belongings and gave me a pot and a 
mortar and stick as “presents” to take to my new home. My mother must have felt a bit 
ashamed, because she did not look me in the eye as she said good bye. My father too did 
not look at me; he just sat on his stool staring into the night. He did tell me something 
before I left - to be a good wife. That year three of my friends also between 13 and 14 
years old, were also married off.  
 Read more: http://www.genderlinks.org.za/article.php?a_id=433 
 
Taking back my life 
The violence started slowly, escalating over time. First he started breaking plates, kicking 
doors and once smashed my cell phone on suspicion that I was talking to a boyfriend. Then 
he broke a window and threw a stone at me, all the time swearing at me. I believed him 
when he said he would stop. The last straw was when he punched me; I remember the red 
blood on the front of my t-shirt. I was scared. This time, I couldn’t be convinced otherwise; 
I laid a charge of assault with intent to do grievous bodily harm at the police station.  
Read more: http://www.genderlinks.org.za/article.php?a_id=419 
 
Don’t make my mistake - get help!   
Anita Ferreira was sentenced to life imprisonment for the murder of her abusive partner. 
The sentence was overturned on appeal and reduced to six years suspended insofar as it 
exceeds the period that she had already spent in prison for three years on condition that 
she is not convicted of any offence involving the infliction of serious bodily harm.  
Read more: http://www.genderlinks.org.za/article.php?a_id=240  
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ANNEX THREE 
Take back the night! Join the action now! 

 
A call to NGOs, Community Based Organisations, government 
departments at all levels including local government, businesses and 
individuals to join the Take back the night campaign.  
 
What?  
Sixteen Days of Activism is a campaign to end violence against 
women. The campaign runs from 25 November, International Day of 
No Violence Against Women, to 10 December, Human Rights Day.  
 

To launch the 2007 Sixteen Days of Activism campaign, Gender Links (GL) in partnership 
with Gender and Media Southern Africa Network (GEMSA), is taking back the night on 
the 24 November 2007, the eve of International Day of No violence Against Women.   
 
During Take back the night campaign women in cities across Southern Africa will march 
down a street they deem to have “lost” as a result of fear wearing T-shirts and carrying 
candles reclaiming their basic rights to freedom of movement and safety! Read more … 
 
Why?  
 
Many women are unable to enjoy their basic right to walk down a street at night without 
fear of experiencing some form of violence. Freedom of movement, the right to safety and 
security and bodily integrity are basic democratic rights.  
 
The Southern Africa Take Back the Night campaign aims to: 

 Reclaim the right of women to be safe in all places at all times of the day and night.   
 Foster collaboration with local government and other stakeholders to take back 

dangerous streets in cities and towns across Southern Africa. 
 Speak out against all forms of violence within and outside the home. 
 Raise community awareness on gender violence. 
 Develop innovative preventative strategies for addressing the high levels of gender 

violence in communities. 
 
What you can do 
 
1)     You can participate by joining an existing event in your country. Click here for the 
name of your GEMSA country representative.   
 
2)     If you are interested in organising a similar event in your street or community please 
let us know. We will be compiling a list of all events and marches. There will also be a photo 
gallery where pictures of all the marches and slogans will be posted.  
 
Please fill in the form below if you are interested in organising an event.  
 
Organisation/s  
Contact person  
E-mail  
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Telephone  
Cell. no.  
Fax  
City  
Country  
Nature of event 
(march, rally, 
meeting, night 
vigil) 
 
 
 

 

Where will the 
event take 
place? 

 

At what time  
Who will be the 
guest 
speakers?  

 

What 
arrangements 
are being 
made?  

 

How will 
security be 
guaranteed 

 

Messages/ 
slogans 

 

 
E MAIL THE FORM TO intern@genderlinks.org.za 

OR FAX 27 (0) 11 622 4732 
 
3)     You can post ideas for the march and slogans on the following bulletin board  
4)     You can also use the attached graphics to print and distribute posters and T shirts for 
the event.  
 
For more information go to www.genderlinks.org.za or www.gemsa.org.za or contact 
Loveness Jambaya on justice@genderlinks.org.za or Kubi Rama on ceo@gemsa.org.za or 
call tel.: +27116222877 
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ANNEX FOUR 
PROGRAMME 

DEMANDING ACCOUNTABILITY:  
SADC PROTOCOL AND 365 DAY NATIONAL ACTION PLAN TO END GENDER VIOLENCE  

27 NOVEMBER 2007, VENUE: IFC, 14 Fricker Road, Illovo  
 
TIME SPEAKER/ PANELLIST QUESTION/ FOCUS NO OF 

MINUTES 
MODERATOR: Colleen Lowe Morna: Welcome and score card 10 min 
WELCOME 
10h10 Mallory Saleson, World Bank Message from World Bank   5 min 
10.13 Pamela Mhlanga,  

Deputy Director, Gender 
Links  
 

The SADC Protocol and the 365 Day National Action Plan to End Gender Violence  3 min 

10.16 Maleshoane Motsiri 
Survivor of gender violence 

• In your experience has the legal system served you as a survivor of gender 
violence? How has that left you feeling? 

4 min 

10.20 Susan Shabangu, Deputy 
Minister of Safety and 
Security 

• Brief on upcoming Gender Justice Summit: Strengthening response to gender 
based violence by law enforcers. 

• Over the years there have been concerns over the lack of collated statistics 
from SAPS on domestic violence. Is this being addressed? If so how? 

• What steps are the police taking to ensure that survivors of gender violence 
obtain justice and are not subjected to secondary victimisation?  

• What have been the challenges in handling cases of domestic violence and how 
can these be mitigated? 

10 min 

10.30  Questions    
Legislation and its implementation   
10.40  Joyce Maluleke, Head of 

Gender Unit 
• The Sexual Offences Bill has passed the National Council of Provinces and is 

earmarked to come into effect on the 16th December 2007. If and when made 
into law what difference will this make in the prosecution of sex offenders? 

10 min 

  • One of the targets in the draft SADC Gender and Development Protocol is that 
all states pass enact and adopt specific legislative provisions by 2010 to prevent 
trafficking in women and children. Do you think South Africa will achieve this? 
What practical steps are being taken or can be taken? 

• One of the priority areas in the National Action Plan is to resolve the status of 
and finalize the development of the roll-out plan of specialised or dedicated 
Courts by November 2007. Has there been any progress made on this? If so 
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TIME SPEAKER/ PANELLIST QUESTION/ FOCUS NO OF 
MINUTES 

what is the roadmap and if not why? 
• Each Province to develop and implement a comprehensive plan to establish 

psychosocial and mental health care for victims/survivors of gender based 
violence starting by 2007. Has this happened? 

10.50   • Questions   
SERVICES 
One stop centres  
10.55 Adv Thoko Majokweni, 

Special Director of 
Prosecutions, SOCA Unit, NPA 

• In the last year you conducted an audit of Thuthuzela centres for compliance 
with National Guidelines on HIV and AIDS management, what were the main 
findings of this audit. What were the main findings of this audit?  

• The Thuthuzela Centres go a long way in meeting some of the obligations in the 
draft protocol on providing holistic services to survivors of gender violence. 
What have been the successes so far? What are the challenges?   

• It is on record that there is a roadmap for the roll out of more Thuthuzela 
Centres. To what extent has the roadmap been implemented? Will you be able 
to meet all the targets? 

5 min 

Treatment and care 
11.00  Esther Maluleke, 

Gender focal point, Dept. of 
Health (not confirmed) 

• It was targeted that by 2007 an Oversight Committee to implement the National 
Policy on Sexual Assault Care Practice and the Management Guideline would 
have been set up by the Gender Focal Point Directorate of the Dept of Health. It 
was envisaged that it would include provincial representation and civil society 
organisations. Has this been set up? If so when and who sits on this? How 
effective is it? If not why?  

5 min 

11.05 Busi Dlamini, Life Line 
Southern Africa 

• What has been the response to the Stop Gender Violence Toll Free Helpline and 
AIDS Helpline? How can these be scaled up to have a wider national reach? 
What challenges would that bring? 

5 min 

Places of safety 
11.10 Phindi Zulu, Nisaa Institute 

for Women Development 
• What mechanisms have been put in place to ensure the coordination of 

between governmental and civil society organisations, for example by coming 
up with a Policy Framework on partnerships between governmental and civil 
society organizations?  

• To what extent have non governmental organisations managed to lobby for the 
provision of secondary housing needs?  

5 min  

Securing local communities   
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TIME SPEAKER/ PANELLIST QUESTION/ FOCUS NO OF 
MINUTES 

11.15 Mihloti Masuluke, SALGA 
Gauteng 

• Gender violence as a service delivery issue: Localising the 365 Day National 
Action Plan by SALGA Gauteng. 

5 min 

11.20   Questions and discussion   

PUBLIC EDUCATION AND AWARENESS  
11.25  Ilva MacKay, 

Deputy CEO GCIS 
• Has there been progress towards the development of a comprehensive 

communication strategy to end gender violence as set out in the national action 
plan? Is there any baseline data developed for assessing the efficacy of public 
education and awareness that you are aware of? If so what have been the 
findings? 

5min 

11.30 Rabbuh Raletsemo, Engender 
Health 

• What strategies can be adopted to ensure sustained coordination of civil society 
in the gender justice sector? 

• Working with men as partners in ending gender violence do you see a change 
in attitudes? 

• What can be done to ensure that we go from awareness raising to behaviour 
change? 

5 min 

11.35   Questions   
INTEGRATED APPROACHES: MOVING FORWARD WITH THE NATIONAL ACTION PLAN TO END VIOLENCE 
11.40 Dr Biki Minyuku, Programme 

Management Unit, NPA 
• Overview of milestones since Kopanong and the launch of the plan by the 

Deputy President. 
• How can the National Action Plan to end Gender Violence be implemented more 

effectively? What strategies can be adopted to ensure that they are aligned to 
targets in the draft SADC Protocol? What are the next steps? 

5 min 

11.45  Susanne Pienaar, 
SAPS 

• South Africa is known one of the countries with the highest rape statistics in the 
world, why is this is so? Has there been any research to establish why this is 
so? What can be done to bring down this prevalence rate? 

• One of the best ways of dealing with gender violence is to prevent it from 
happening in the first place. What strategies can be put in place 

5 min 

11.50   Questions   
11.55-12.00 ALL  Move to video conference  
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ANNEX FIVE 
DRAFT ORDER OF BUSINESS: TAKING STOCK VIDEO CONFERENCE, TUESDAY, 27 NOVEMBER 2007 

 
Time Item Country situated Person 

 
Time allocated 

MODERATOR: KUBI RAMA (2 minutes) 
WELCOME AND OVERVIEW 

TAKING STOCK: FROM A CAMPAIGN TO 365 DAYS OF ACTION 
(10 minutes) 

12h02 Message from Ethiopia Johannesburg  3 min 
12h05 Message from the World Bank Johannesburg 

South Africa 
Mallory Saleson – External 
Affairs, The World Bank 

2 min 

12h07 Why emphasising prevention is sustainable 
way of dealing with gender based violence  

Johannesburg 
South Africa 

Winifreda Korosso, UNICEF 2 min 

LEGISLATION  
(12 minutes) 

Mauritius Attorney General and Min of 
Human Rights 

2 min 

Namibia Legal Assistant Centre 
(LAC) 

2 min 

South Africa Bronwyn Pithey 
 

2 min 

Swaziland 
 

Lomcebo Dhlamini, WLSA 2 min 

12h09 The draft SADC Protocol calls upon states to 
develop specific legislation prohibiting all forms 
of gender violence and adopt legislative 
provisions on trafficking by 2010 – Has your 
country made any progress in achieving this? 
If so how? If not why? 
 

Zambia WLSA, To be confirmed 2 min 

SERVICES  
(8 min) 

Mauritius  Min of women’s rights 
representative 

2 min 12h19 
 

To what extend is information accessible to 
survivors and victims of gender violence? 
Where services are available such as legal aid, 
are these affordable? 

Namibia Min of Health and Social 
Services (name to be 
confirmed) 

2 min 
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Time Item Country situated Person 
 

Time allocated 

South Africa Adv Thoko Majokweni, SOCA 
Unit  
 

2 min 

Swaziland Nonhlanhla Dhlamini, SWAGAA 2 min 

  

Zambia  YWCA (name to be confirmed) 2 min 

SOCIAL, CULTURE AND AWARENESS RAISING 
(8 minutes) 

Mauritius To be confirmed  2 min 

Namibia Cllr Elaine Trepper, Dep Mayor 
of Windhoek 

2 min 

Swaziland Nonhlanhla Dhalmini, SWAGAA 2 min 

12h29 Are attitudes towards gender violence 
changing?  Is media part of the problem or 
part of the solution?  

Zambia  To be confirmed 2 min  
 

INTEGRATED APPROACHES, RESOURCE ALLOCATIONS 
(8 minutes) 

Mauritius UNDP representative 2 min 
Namibia Hon Marlene Mugunda,  

Min of Gender Equality and 
Child Welfare 

2 min 

South Africa Bronwyn Pithey, NPA 
 

2 min  
 

Swaziland Min of Gender – Rose Chege 2 min 

12h37 What have been the gains and challenges of 
implementing multi-sectoral approach to 
ending gender violence? What resources have 
been made available for this? 

Zambia Anna Mumba, 
UNFPA - Gender and Advocacy 
 
 

2 min  
 

LOCALISING NATIONAL ACTION PLANS 
12H47 Ekurhuleni has taken steps to cascade the 365 

Day process to local level, what have been 
South Africa  Peta Nonceba-Mashinini, 

Ekurhuleni Metro 
2 min 
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Time Item Country situated Person 
 

Time allocated 

your achievements? What have been your 
challenges 

DISCUSSION and MOVING FORWARD 
12h49 What has been the process in your country 

leading up to the launch of the National Action 
Plan on the 23rd November 

Swaziland 
 

Nonhlanhla Dhlamini, Director 
of Gender, MOH 
 

2 min 
 

12h51 Discussion: How would SADC countries rate 
themselves in terms of honouring 
commitments made by signing the SADC 
Declaration on Gender and Development 
which is set to be elevated to a Protocol at the 
next SADC Heads of State Summit?  

ALL  6 min 
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ANNEX SIX 
 
 
 

GENDER JUSTICE SCORE CARD 
AGAINST THE SADC ADDENDUM ON THE ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST 

WOMEN AND CHILDREN AND THE DRAFT SADC PROTOCOL ON GENDER AND 
DEVELOPMENT    

 
LEGAL SCORE  OUT OF 

1. By 2010 enact laws such as sexual offences and 
domestic violence legislation making various forms of 
violence against women clearly defined crimes and 
taking appropriate measures to impose penalties, 
punishment and other enforcement mechanisms for the 
prevention and eradication of violence against women 
and children; including marital rape. 

 5  

2. Adopt legislative measures to ensure the protection and 
removal of all forms of discrimination against and 
empowerment of women with disabilities, the girl – 
child, the aged, women in armed conflict and other 
women whose circumstances make them vulnerable to 
violence; 

 5 

3. Review and reform the criminal laws and procedures 
applicable to cases of sexual offences , to eliminate 
gender biases and ensure justice and fairness to both 
the victim and accused; 

 5 

4. Introducing as matter of priority, legal and 
administrative mechanisms for women and children 
subjected to violence, effective access to counseling, 
restitution, reparation and other just forms of dispute 
resolution; 

 5 

5. By 2015 enact and adopt specific legislative provisions 
to prevent human trafficking and provide holistic 
services to the victims, with the aim of re-integrating 
them into society; 

 

 5 

6. Establish Special Courts to address cases of gender 
based violence.  

 5 

SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, CULTURAL AND POLITICAL   
7. Promoting the eradication of elements in traditional 

norms and religious beliefs, practices and stereotypes 
which legitimize and exacerbate the persistence and 
tolerance of violence against women and children; 

 5 

8. Introducing and supporting gender sensitization and 
public and public awareness programmes aimed at 
eradicating violence against women and children; 

 5 

9. Encouraging the media to play a constructive role in the  5 
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LEGAL SCORE  OUT OF 
eradication of violence against women and children, by 
adopting guidelines which ensure sensitive coverage of 
the issues and avoid the perpetuation of stereotypes. 

SERVICES   
10. Providing easily accessible information on services 

available to women  and children survivors/victims of 
violence, including women and children with disabilities; 

      5  

11. Ensuring accessible , effective and responsive police, 
prosecutorial, health, social welfare, and other services 
and establishing specialized units to redress cases of 
violence against women and children; 

 5 

12. Providing accessible, affordable and specialized legal 
services, including legal aid, to ensure the just and 
speedy resolution of matters regarding violence against 
women and  children; 

 5 

13. The provision for a comprehensive package of 
treatment and care services for survivors of gender 
based violence, including the access to Post Exposure 
Prophylaxis.  

 5 

14. Providing easily accessible , affordable and where 
possible , free social and administrative  services for the 
empowerment of women and children victims/survivors; 

 5 

EDUCATION, TRAINING AND AWARENESS BUILDING   
15. Introducing and promoting gender sensitization and 

training of all service providers engaged in the 
administration of justice , such as judicial officers, 
prosecutors, police, prison, welfare, and health; 

 5 

16. Undertake and sharing research of the gathering of 
statistics and information on causes , prevalence  and 
consequences of violence against women and children; 

 5 

17. Encouraging the exchange of national, regional  and 
international best practices for the eradication of 
violence against women and children; 

 5 

INTERGRATED APPROACHES   
18. Ensuring that all these measures are implemented in an 

integrated manner by all stakeholders; including 
establishing cross sector structures.  

 5 

19. Construct a composite index for measuring gender  
based violence levels by 2009; provide baseline data  
by 2010.  

 5 

BUDGETARY ALLOCATIONS        
20. Allocating the necessary resources to ensure the 

implementation and sustainability of the above 
programmes. 

 5 

TOTAL   100 
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ANNEX SEVEN 
Cell phone Campaign: Call to sign the petition 
 

Women'sNet, Gender Links and Nisaa join LifeLine Southern Africa to call on Cell-C, 
Vodacom, Virgin Mobile and MTN to make essential national helplines a free call from a 
cellphone.  

LifeLine Southern Africa (a registered non profit organisation), who run these services, 
receive up to 700 calls a day on the Stop-Gender-Violence Helpline, and up to 3000 on the 
AIDS Helpline. During the annual 16 Days of Activism for No Violence Against Women* 
campaign, traffic to these helplines doubles. Women from all over the country seek 
help, support and referrals to other services. 

LifeLine Southern Africa manages both these helplines.  Calling these numbers from a 
Telkom landline is free, but not from a cellphone.  

2 out of 3 South Africans have cell phones; at least 45% of cell phones users are 
female; 1 in every 3 South African women is abused, and more than half of all 
South Africans live under the poverty line 

This means that it is too expensive for millions of people who have a cellphone but can not 
access a Telkom phone to call these valuable helplines.  Millions of women cannot access 
counselling assistance because of cellphone costs. 

We call on our mobile service providers to allow cellphone users to call the Stop Gender 
Violence Helpline and the AIDS Helpline at no cost (zero-rated call).   

This will mean that:  

• The 30 million cellphone users in South Africa, many of whom do not have access to a 
landline, will be able to freely access information, emotional support, referrals and 
counselling.    

• Women in emergencies who are not close to a landline, can call for trauma counselling.  
• Women whose abusive partners monitor their Telkom phone use, can leave the house 

and call for advice on getting a Protection Order using their cellphones. 
• Rural women and women in informal settlements who have cellphones can be referred 

to an anti-retroviral service if they been raped, within the 72-hour window period.  

Let us make sure that help is really only a cell/phone call away. 

Please endorse this call (add your details) and email this link to 10 of your friends or 
colleagues. You can also print this petition out and pass it along in your workplace or among 
your friends (fax the completed table to: 0866378235) 

For more information and emails with your signatures should be sent to: 
sallys@womensnet.org.za.  
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ANNEX EIGHT: LOG OF MEDIA INTERVIEWS FOR PRINT, RADIO AND TELEVISION 
 
16 DAYS NOVEMBER – DECEMBER 2007 
 

Print             
Date Publication Country Page Article Writer Source 

02-Nov Mail and Guardian SA 27 
For a woman ANC 
president Thenjiwe Mtintso TM 

November SangoNet website Internet   Drivers of change Neville Gabriel   

12-Nov 
Stellenbosh University 
student SA   

Marginalised voices in the 
media-Interview Simone Gregor CLM 

21-Nov The Voice Botswana   Botswana National Plan   CLM 

21-Nov BOPA Botswana   
Botswana National Action 
Plan   CLM 

26-Nov The Star SA 8 
Marching to reclaim their 
freedom Paola Verouden   

27-Nov The Star SA   

Comment on ANC 
Women's League votes for 
Jacob Zuma   CLM 

29-Nov SangoNet website Iinternet   
Taking stock of progress 
made 

Butjwana 
Seokoma CLM 

02-Dec-07 Sunday Independent SA   
Interview on Visit by Ama 
Buruxa from Namibia   CLM 

02-Dec Sunday Independent SA   Interview on Taking Stock   CLM 

04-Dec The Star SA   
Gender activists slam 
women's league   

Gender 
Links 

05-Dec The Star SA 3 
ANC women marching in 
protest Boyd Webb PM 

06-Dec The Star SA   
March turned into Mbeki 
rally Boyd Webb   

06-Dec-07   SA Sowetan 
Role of the media in 
covering gender violence   CLM 

06-Dec-07   SA Sowetan 
ANC succession debate 
(Photo)     
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07-Dec Mail and Guardian SA 35 Women of the Kanga 
Colleen Lowe 
Morna  

Radio  

Date Time Country 
Radio 
Station Topic Show Interviwee

18-Nov   SA SAFM SADC Gender protocol   PM 

27-Nov   SA SAFM 

Comment on ANC 
Women's League votes for 
Jacob Zuma   CLM 

27-Nov-07   SA 
Channel 
Africa 

Taking Stock- National 
Action Plans in Southern 
Africa and what they hope 
to achieve   CLM 

27-Nov   SA Kaya FM 

Comment on ANC 
Women's League votes for 
Jacob Zuma   CLM 

04-Dec 13:00-13:30 SA Safm Sexual Offenses Bill Otherwise CLM 

04-Dec   SA YFM 
Comment on women's 
50/50 March   CLM 

04-Dec   SA Radio 702 
Comment on women's 
50/50 March   CLM 

04-Dec   SA 
SABC 
2000 GL's vision and mission   CLM 

04-Dec   SA 
SABC 
Otherwise 

Significance of the passing 
of the Sexual Offenses Bill   CLM 

04-Dec   SA Kaya FM 
Comment on Women's  
March 50/50 March   PM 

08-Dec   SA 

SABC 
Radio 
2000 

Young women and gender 
violence   LJN 

08-Dec   SA 
SABC 
2000 Virginity testing   LJN 

29-Dec 

  
 
 
 
 SA 

SABC 
Polokwane

What would a Jacob Zuma 
presidency mean for 
women?   CLM 
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Television             

Date Time Country 
TV 
Station 

Topic 
Show Interviwee

12-Nov-07   SA 
Channel 
Africa Drivers of Change award   CLM 

18-Nov 
 
9.30 SA SABC 

Gendered representations 
in the media: Tabloids 

In the public 
interest CLM 

21-Nov   Botswana BTV 
Botswana National Action 
Plan   CLM 

05-Dec   SA CNBC TV Women's 50/50 March   CLM 
05-Dec   SA SABC TV Women's 50/50 March   CLM 
05-Dec-07   SA ETV Women's 50/50 March   CLM 

06-Dec-07   SA SABC 3 
Observations on Sixteen 
Days campaign 2007   CLM 

06-Dec-07   SA SABC 2 Ama Buruxa visit and song Morning Live    
10-Dec-07   SA SABC 2 Wrap up 16 days Morning Live  LJN 
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ANNEX NINE: SAMPLES OF PRINT and ONLINE MEDIA COVERAGE  
 
(Available in Hard Copy only) 
GL in the News  
GL Opinion and Commentary Service  
General 16 DAYS COVERAGE 
Advertisements 
 
 
 


