
Asked if a she had different concerns and interests to men, a woman
councillor responded by saying, “Women think about things that are
important for the people. For example men will think about a school
but women think about how their children will get to school.”

Local government may seem an obvious place for women to occupy
because it is closest to the people and it is the level that most affects
women. However, it is also the level where culture and patriarchy
are still deeply rooted and there is a belief that women are not
capable and should not occupy public spaces.

On average women constitute just over one fifth of local councillors
in Southern Africa and this varies tremendously from 2% in Angola
to 53% in Lesotho. Although accurate data is difficult to come by for
this sphere of government, women in local government fall below
the 30% mark in at least eight of the 14 SADC countries.

When they met in Gaborone last August, heads of state of the
Southern African Development Community (SADC) increased the
initial target of 30% women in decision making to 50% in line with
an African Union position.  This includes local government.

In South Africa great strides have been made, with the number of
women in local government increasing from 29% in 2000 to 40%
in this year’s election, with three of the six Metropolitan councils
being led by women.  The increase is largely due to the 50/50 quota
of the ruling African National Congress (ANC).

Lesotho has also seen a significant increase of women in local
government due to the 30% legislated quota implemented for the
last election that took place early last year. Women now occupy 53%
of the local government seats.

Namibia, which has a Proportional Representation (PR) system for
local government and a legislated quota has long had among the
 highest representation of women in local government in the region,
at between 40-42 %.

But in other countries - especially the more conservative countries
and ones which have a constituency system of elections, local
government lags behind national politics when it comes to increasing
women’s representation in decision-making. Mauritius, with eight
% women in local government and 17 % in parliament (following
a big boost in this quarter in the last elections) is a case in point.

Research entitled At the coal face – gender and local government
in Southern Africa, being undertaken by Gender Links in four Southern
African countries (Lesotho, Namibia, Mauritius and South Africa)
seeks to explore approaches to increasing the representation of
women in local government; the effect of quotas on women’s effective
participation and ways of increasing the effective participation of
women at a local level. The research is due to be launched on 8
March, International Women’s Day, 2007.

Having a quota system does not necessarily ensure participation.
Several factors contribute to the possibility of women being there
but not being there. These include skills, confidence, the general
environment, meeting times, whether or not they are in decision-
making positions within these structures and how amenable the
institutions are to change.

Preliminary findings of the study show:
• Low levels of participation by women in council meetings
• Gender disaggregated data within municipalities doesn’t exist

in most cases.

• Councillors identify education and capacity building as their
greatest need.

• Documentation and proceedings are predominantly in English
not in indigenous languages.

• Women councillors tend to be unpaid community workers with
a multiplicity of functions.

• Community focus groups said they found women better able to
understand the needs of the community in general and women
in particular.

• Empowerment of women is taking place within communities
where councillors have established rehabilitation centres, homes
for the elderly, and computer training centres.

• Women councillors have become role models for other women
and girls in the community.

While attitudes are becoming more positive towards women in local
government there are many hurdles still to overcome for women to
participate fully.

Susan Tolmay is a GL staff member and lead researcher in the regional study
on women in local government.

Women making a difference
in local government By Susan Tolmay

REGIONAL

The interplay between State laws, customary laws, religious laws and
other laws in Southern African Development Community (SADC)
countries is a critical issue in the determination of women’s rights.

A gender audit of the SADC Declaration on Gender and Development
points to the “the schizophrenia of the dual legal system,” as a major
contributory factor to women’s continued subordination. SADC
Member States must adopt a clear position concerning women’s
rights and gender equality.

The majority of the 14 SADC countries have a dual legal system in
which customary law and statutory law work side by side. Only two,
South Africa and Namibia, have made it clear in their Constitutions
that where there is a conflict between the two systems, the Bill of
Rights takes precedence. Only South Africa and Tanzania have passed
laws to provide for equal status between women and men in customary
marriages.

Laws such as customary laws and religious laws carry with them
recognition of a country’s traditional values and norms as an essential
quality. However, they also carry with them the baggage of women’s
subordination and oppression.

In State terms the instrument that is critical for recognition of women’s
rights is the Constitution. In many countries, the Constitution is the
supreme law of the land. But this is often juxtaposed with the notion
that customary and religious laws carry a value of preserving who
we are as Africans.

While the Malawi Constitution has adopted the International Bill of
Rights it explicitly excludes any law including customary should it
explicitly undermine its provisions. To this extent the constitution of
Malawi can be seen to effectively consolidate women’s rights. But
there is a further debate on the ratification of international treaties.
When a Member State of SADC ratifies a treaty, how does its
Constitution treat it?

The desirable position is that that the Constitution should automatically
adopt it in order for it to be part of the laws of that country without
further recourse to parliament. The Malawi scenario is quite peculiar.

Whilst the Constitution in Article 11 clearly adopts public international
law as forming part of the laws of Malawi in the same Constitution
(at the back) this adoption only goes as far as treaties that were
ratified before 1994.

The rest have to go through parliament. Two steps forward, one step
backward in one legal document.

However, it appears that in comparison to some SADC Member States
the Malawi situation is reasonably progressive. In Zimbabwe, Lesotho
and Swaziland fairly conservative views have been undertaken in
their Constitutions. Whilst recognising the Bill of Rights, customary
law reigns above this should such a question arise.

In December 2005, the African Union Protocol on Women’s rights
came into force. We are moving towards a regional protocol for
women in SADC. Fumbling and being indecisive about our positions
as a region and therefore as Member States is no longer an option.

Our Constitutions should override any religious, customary laws that
oppress, discriminate, subordinate women. It is only when the letters
of Constitutions reflect a response to the realties on the ground and
reject any form of oppression that SADC will truly move forwards as
a democracy.

Seodi White is a lawyer and Women’s Rights Activist. She Is the National
Coordinator For Women and Law In Southern Africa Research Trust- Malawi
(WLSA Malawi).

By Seodi White

Dual legal systems impact on women’s daily lived experiences.

Lentsoe la Basali
Aluta
continua!
When SADC Heads of State meet in Lesotho this week, among
the many items on their agenda will be a progress report on
the elevation of the SADC Declaration on Gender and
Development to a Protocol, the most binding legal instrument
of the regional organisation.

The move follows an audit of the 1997 Declaration showing
that despite the substantial progress made, targets set for
women in decision-making have not been met; customary law
continues to govern the every day lives of women in many
countries; gender violence is escalating and has taken new
forms such as trafficking; and HIV/ AIDS has reversed many of
the fragile gains that had been made.

In Gaborone last year, heads of state raised the target for
women in decision-making from 30 % to 50 % but
said that further consultation was required on the Protocol.

A task team established by the SADC Gender Unit comprising
government and civil society representatives has laid the
framework for a draft Protocol. Extensive in-country
consultations are envisaged over the coming year.

The supplement contains articles produced by civil society
partners on the key gender challenges that face the region.
The momentum for change to ensure that every woman and
man in SADC is able to realise their full human potential must
be kept up. The 2006 Heads of State summit in Lesotho has a
key role to play in this regard.

Lentsoe la Basali

Johannesbug City councilor Sinah Gwebu makes her voice heard

Women’s voices
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Plural legal systems hurt women’s rights
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While Lesotho’s “Know Your Status Campaign” is a notable attempt to
break through the silence that has shaped how the country addresses
the AIDS pandemic, the campaign needs to be bolstered by initiatives to
tackle the gender inequalities that continue to be among the main drivers
of the pandemic in this tiny mountain kingdom.

Many women, who are politically, economically and socially subordinate
to men through customary law and cultural practices, fear going for
testing without their husband’s consent, and women and girls cannot
negotiate safer sex given the unequal power relations between women
and men.

Lesotho’s recent Demographic Health Survey has indicated that knowledge
about HIV transmission and ways to prevent it are useless if women and
girls are powerless to negotiate safer sex practices with their partners.

According to the survey, 82% of women and 71% of men between the
ages of 15 to 49 indicated that a woman is justified in refusing to have
sex with her husband if she knows he has an STI, while 91% of women
and 82% of men believe that a woman is justified in asking her husband
to use a condom if he has an STI.

But the gap between knowledge, beliefs and practice are still wide.
Knowing their status can put women and girls at risk of gender violence
from their partners if they reveal that they are HIV positive. And, if they
are economically disadvantaged, knowing their status does not change
their inability to access nutritious food, health care services and long-
term treatment.

HIV/AIDS campaigns in the country therefore need to be aligned more
closely with policies, programmes and strategies to bring about greater
gender equality, and gender equality should be a clear goal of HIV/AIDS

policies, programmes and actions if the country is to break through the
gender barriers that continue to increase women’s and girls’ vulnerability
to infection and lessen their chances of acting on any form of knowledge
to prevent HIV infection or care for themselves once they know their
status.

Increasingly, for example, young girls are dropping out of secondary
schools, although secondary school enrolment in the country is higher
among girls (36%) than boys (30%). Recent statistics show that the AIDS
pandemic and poverty are responsible for a 25% drop in female enrolment
over the last decade, with orphans dropping out at an even higher rate.
These girls may end up in relationships with older men, on the streets
where they are prone to trafficking and/or they may engage in risky
behaviour to take care of their siblings. All of which increase their
vulnerability to HIV.

Men of all ages, on the other hand, also continue to buy-into the myth
that masculinity is shaped by one’s ability to have multiple partners. The
Demographic Health Survey data, collected in 2004, showed that 29%
of the men between the ages of 15-59 reported having had two or more
sexual partners in the 12 months preceding the survey and 60% of the
men compared to 36% of the women reported having had higher-risk
sexual intercourse.

These are some of the unseen barriers to the effectiveness of the ‘Know
Your Status’ campaign. For many women and girls in this Southern African
country, they do know their status – they are not equal to men – and this
is what keeps them at risk.

Thabang Matjama is information officer at MISA Lesotho and a
member of GEMSA Lesotho.

Gender gap a barrier to
Know your Status Campaign

By Thabang Matjama

LESOTHO

A pending Domestic Violence Bill in Zimbabwe would, if passed,
provide a much-needed legal framework to help protect women in
the country from abuse. Yet the law will do little to reduce violence
and deaths of women at the hands of their intimate partners unless
there is change in attitudes and practices that accept domestic
violence as a norm.

Only four countries in the Southern African Development Community
(SADC) have passed specific Domestic Violence Acts - Mauritius,
South Africa, Namibia and Seychelles.

As with Zimbabwe, Domestic Violence Acts are in the pipeline in
Botswana and Malawi. In other countries in the region, common
assault laws incorporate domestic violence, which many consider
highly inadequate for dealing with this complex violation of women’s
rights.

In a country where domestic violence accounted for 60 percent of
the murder cases going through the Harare High Court in 1998, there
is no room for complacency. A 2005 study by the Federation of African
Media Women Zimbabwe noted increasing incidence of gender-
based violence, including domestic violence. The study arose from
monitoring media reports during the 16 Days of Activism on Violence
Against Women.

The pending Bill is needed to help protect women like Memory
Chimombe and Virginia Maridza, both just 23 when they were killed.

Chimombe died from injuries inflicted by her husband. He claimed
in his defence that he was beating her to stop her from committing
suicide. He also claimed that her ruptured uterus was self-inflicted,
the result of driving a stick up into her vagina.

Maridza died brutally at the hands of her 26-year old boyfriend in
February this year. After stabbing her many times, he slit her throat.

As the Prevention of Domestic Violence and Protection of Victims Bill
(2006) is among the issues on the table for debate, the opening of
the second session of the sixth parliament of Zimbabwe on 25 July
held great significance for women, women’s organisations and their
allies. These groups have, for the last six years, relentlessly lobbied
for the enactment of a law to curb domestic violence.

That the bill has finally made it to the legislature allows for some
optimism, but it becomes necessary to analyse prospects beyond
enactment. The need for a legislative framework within which to
challenge domestic violence in its various forms is obvious.

The law is only a means to an end, whose essence the Zimbabwe
Women Lawyers Association captures as, “justice for victims of
domestic violence in the short terms and violence-free homes in the
long term, through peaceful conflict resolution.” Unfortunately,
legislation such as the Legal Age of Majority Act, Child Protection
Act, Marriage Act and Sexual Offences Act, have not drastically
challenged the misconceptions around women rights.

Beyond Inequalities 2005 – Women in Zimbabwe, a national profile
published by the Zimbabwe Women’s Resource Centre and Network
and Women in Development Southern Africa Awareness, notes that
despite some positive changes in the lives of women and girls in
Zimbabwe, there has been no significant shift in unequal power
relations between women and men.

Illiteracy, economic dependency and prevailing social norms prevent
rural women in particular from combating societal discrimination.
Violence is one of the major forms of victimisation through physical,
sexual and psychological abuse.

The Minister of Women Affairs, Gender and Community Development,
Oppah Muchinguri notes the need to go beyond the law and engage
society to desist from traditional practices that encourage violence
against women.

President Robert Mugabe echoes the same sentiments when he
states, “It is time we critically consider a total shift from some
retrogressive traditional and religious practices that include wife
inheritance, girl child marriages and child pledging which continue
to enshackle the girl child.”

Attitudes, beliefs and practices perpetuating domestic violence,
therefore require concerted, multi-sectoral mobilisation towards
behaviour change. There is a need to raise awareness, especially
among women, about their rights. Strategies must also address
women’s basic needs.  Research has shown that women often stay
in abusive relationships because they lack access to resources that
can enable them to be self-sufficient.

In Zimbabwe as in most southern African countries, socio-cultural
and economic factors require mechanisms to address the specific
needs of women. For example, gender budgeting seeks to ensure
that national policies and programmes are gender sensitive and
speak to the real needs of women.

Other strategies include the reconstruction of attitudes through
electronic and print media and resocialisation of children, especially
boys, to promote images for gender equality.

Traditional courts and chiefs do not have jurisdiction over criminal
cases such as domestic violence. Since a large number of the rural
population consults these courts, one suggestion is to sensitise chiefs.
Furthermore, to ensure that rural women have access to relief, it may
be necessary to lobby that traditional courts be allowed to preside,
provided they are sensitive to women’s concerns.

Chief Charumbira, the president of the Chiefs Council in Zimbabwe,
states that ending domestic violence, in all its forms, is one of their
priorities. He has invited all those working to campaign against
domestic violence to include them in dialogue for transformation.

Against a plethora of national, regional and international instruments
that Zimbabwe has signed, ostensibly to guarantee women’s rights,
it is necessary to ensure the law brings to reality the principles of
the SADC Declaration on Gender and Development, especially the
Addendum on Domestic Violence Against Women and Children.

Virginia Muwanigwa works for the Zimbabwe Women Resource Centre and
Network.

Beyond legislation, saying no to domestic violence
By Virginia Muwanigwa

ZIMBABWE

Women and children raising awareness on gender violence

Former Zambian President

Kenneth Kaunda engaging with HIV

and AIDS activists in Zambia.

Kaunda was amongst the

first Southern African leaders to

openly speak out on the HIV and

AIDS pandemic.
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In countries and communities with limited access to even basic
communications infrastructure, the Internet and computers is often a
strange and far-off idea – something for the educated, rich and powerful
nations of the world. Yet the internet offers a huge opportunity for
communication, one that can reach across borders within the Southern
African Development Community (SADC) and beyond.

As the Gender and Media Southern Africa (GEMSA) Namibia Network
plans for the Sixteen Days of Activism on Gender Violence from 25
November to 10 December in 2006, one of the tools it will make use of
are the cyber dialogues pioneered by Gender Links in 2004, and used
by the Network after training in the 2005 campaign.

People, especially women, were at first very wary of this new idea. Fear
brought many questions. What is a Cyber Dialogue? If you go to the chat
room, how safe is information in this global world?

As the three-day training on how to use the cyber dialogue for
empowerment came to an end, the faces of those skeptical about the
use of the tool were all smiling. It was time to take over cyber space
with the mission of educating women and men on violence against the
vulnerable in society.

On 25th November 2005 the Cyber Dialogue was alive with chatters
logging on to air their views on domestic and gender based violence.
The theme for the day was “International day for the Prevention of
violence, abuse, rape against women.”  The chant on everyone’s lips was
enough is enough.

GEMSA and partners in the 16 Days Campaign said the cyber space
project in Namibia is one of the success stories in the region, connecting
Namibians for the first with the regions and beyond.  One user told other
participants, “I kept this abuse of mine for over ten years…my husband
has abused me for tool long. But thanks to this process for speaking out.
I appreciate all your comments and sympathy on computer”.

One woman explained that at first she was not comfortable to share her
story with people she did not know. She went on to say, “but as I read
others problems of abuse I was encouraged to open the box…Someone
I do not know, told me to report all abuses and not allow him (my man)
to abuse me.”

The media joined in by broadcasting information and hosting talk shows
to enable people to speak out. The theme on 1st December, International
AIDS Day, turned to the perception and treatment of People Living with
HIV/AIDS.

The Namibia Girl Child organization led a discussion about children’s
and international rights. Another topic was safe havens and places
rendering support to survivors of gender based violence.

The sixteen days of chats culminated in a discussion on the empowerment
of women to stand for their rights. The chat room was filled with positive
minded individuals – men and women – counteracting the spread of
domestic and gender based violence with particular emphasis on the
perception that women should take control of themselves and how they
best can empower themselves, increase their self esteem and be in the
forefront in any fight.

Sarry Xoagus-Eises is a journalist and GEMSA country representative from
Namibia.

In a world where abstinence, monogamy and condoms use are
regularly promoted as HIV/AIDS prevention strategies, it is becoming
increasingly necessary to tackle gender-based violence (GBV) and
the lack of male voices in prevention campaigns. The ABC strategy
(Abstinence, Be Faithful and Condom Use) of HIV prevention cannot
be implemented if women continue to suffer sexual coercion and
rape. Condoms can rarely be negotiated during such violent acts.

“We need to keep engaging men to reshape their views about
masculinity and sex,” said Tapuwa Manyati, a Knowledge
Management Officer with Padare/Enkundleni/ Men’s Forum for
Gender. Padare’s advocacy campaigns target males. “To nurture
real men, we must address their socialisation and this begins with
working with young boys.”

Many patriarchal societies condone acts of male violence as a
show of masculine dominance and manhood. They often view
frequent casual male sex as common and acceptable, even expected
behaviour.

There is therefore a need to reach men in efforts to curb the spread
of HIV and AIDS and to involve them as part of the solution rather
than merely as part of the problem. Prevention programmes are
not usually targeted at men – most members of organisations of
people living with HIV/AIDS are women.

“Get them (men) where they are found,” said Juliet Mkaronda, a
SAfAIDS Satellite Resource Centre Co-ordinator. “Catch them in
the workplace where they can have discussions with their peers
– and even go into the nightclubs.”  Mkaronda also encouraged
condom awareness campaigns in nightclubs.

Governments also have a role to play in ensuring that women and
girls experience a life free of violence by enacting laws that protect
and guarantee women’s and girls’ human rights . When a woman
is subjected to sexual coercion, her right to make free decisions
regarding her sexual relations is violated.

Countries such as Zimbabwe are still to enact legislation to protect
women and girls from sexual and domestic violence and marital
rape. The Domestic Violence Bill is now seven years old but is still
to be passed into law, while Swaziland has only recently adopted
a new constitution that grants women equal status as men under
the law. “We need more women to start participating in politics
and to revise the structures and portfolios in parliament,” Manyati
said. “We need to realise that we [men] are wrong when we deny
women and children their basic human rights.

The rights of people living with HIV also have been neglected in
strategies to prevent infection, said an AIDS activist in Zimbabwe,
who pointed out that women living with HIV can be re-infected
through sexual violence.

“I don’t see the ABC method being much relevant as a prevention
strategy for people living with HIV,” said Eunice Kapandura, the
Youth Programmes Officer with The Centre, an HIV/AIDS non-
governmental organisation. “Prevention is not much spoken about
for people living with HIV and AIDS and we are usually seen as
people to just give testimonies about our lives.”

Fungai Machirori is a secod year media student at the National University
of Science and Technology, Zimbabwe.

Bringing men on board
the prevention train By Fungai Machirori

ZIMBABWE

Take a look through any newspaper in Southern Africa. You will
likely to see a number of headlines telling of the latest incidences
of domestic abuse. Radio and television broadcasts in the region
are all awash with reports of incest, defilement, rape, and murder.

Most of these are committed in homes, and most victims are
women and children. If the home is not a safe and secure place,
then where else can be safe?

The struggle to get domestic violence legislation passed to help
protect women and children is daunting. Only a handful of countries
in the Southern African Development Community (SADC) have
specific Domestic Violence Acts in place. These include Mauritius,
South Africa, Namibia and Seychelles.

Like all gender-based violence, domestic abuse has physical, social
and economic dimensions. Social pressures and lack of economic
empowerment make it difficult for women to leave abusive
relationships. Even within families, abuse is a secret.

When people are beating or killing each other in a home, nobody
is supposed to interfere, no matter the consequences. If somebody
tries to intervene, then it’s seen as trespassing!

Is this a joke or part of moral decay? One wonders where morality
in Southern Africa is going, a region that at one time boasted of
richness in and respect for tradition.

Many strange things are happening in our homes but we keep on
behaving as if everything is normal.  How did such a thing as
violence in our homes become normal, something dismissed as
‘one of those things’?

With this attitude, are we not encouraging this kind of behaviour?
 As parents, we need to ask ourselves about the future of our
children.  What will their homes/families be like?  Are we going to
marry them off to abusive husbands/wives and pretend all will be
well?

Domestic violence cases have been on the increase in the region
with victims rendered helpless due to lack of proper legal
mechanisms to address the problems.  Should we just sit and watch
as if nothing serious is happening, pretending all is well?

We should be extremely worried today as mothers and fathers for
the future.  We need to be proactive to promote family values and
that marriage should not lose its value.  Yes, that it should be
enjoyable and harmonious.

It is in this context that we need to salute the steps taken by civil
society, working in collaboration with governments, to address this
issue by enacting prevention of domestic violence bills.

It is pleasing to note that the laws enacted to stop domestic
violence in some countries give direction for legal redress if there
is violence in homes. They protect everybody in the home regardless
of sex or age. They are there as a deterrent and not a punishment.

What about other countries in the region who have not yet enacted
this law? Do you condone these acts? Time has come for the region
to take stock of itself and do something. The yet to be assented
Prevention of Domestic Violence Bill in Malawi has important
aspects like orders for protection, occupancy and tenancy. It also
gives powers to the police to enter homes and apprehend the
culprits if there is domestic violence. It provides for payment of
fines as high as K1 million ($7,500) and custodial sentences for
culprits, depending on the gravity of the abuse.

Marital rape, psychological torture and economic abuse are also
incorporated.  This is commendable since it will also help protect
the more vulnerable parties from HIV. It also provides for counseling
for both perpetrators and victims in Malawi.

But the legislation is yet to be passed and next is the challenge
of implementation. Let’s learn from history and work on notable
problems. So many cases have gone unreported due to ignorance,
tradition and poverty, among other issues in our society.

We appeal to governments who haven’t yet enacted prevention
of domestic violence laws to do so quickly and those that have to
put their money where their mouth is.  We are tired of hearing
stories of defilement of three months old babies or parents marrying
their own children!  Your action today, peaceful homes tomorrow!!

Eunice Chipangula is Deputy Director General of the Malawi Broadcasting
Corporation and Chair of the Gender and Media Malawi or GEMMA
Network.

No excuse for abuse! By Eunice Chipangula

REGIONAL

Empowering
women to speak
out through ICT’s
By Sarry Xoagus-Eises
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Barbara Lopi in the training workshop to produce this supplement
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Women in Karonga, northern Malawi, have only two options when
their husbands die: to be inherited by one of the brothers or male
relatives, or to leave and go back to their home village, where they
have no land or property, only their kitchen utensils. Divorced or
widowed women who try to fend for themselves and their children
can endure sexual harassment from the traditional chiefs when
they approach them for a portion of land to cultivate.

In all of these situations women are prone to gender violence, and
are at risk of HIV infection. Property and inheritance rights for
women in Southern Africa are critical rights for reducing women’s
vulnerability to gender violence and HIV infection. As the AIDS
pandemic takes its toll throughout the region, many women find
themselves dispossessed.

Customary law in many countries recognises women as temporary
custodians of land, and women usually lose their rights to land
following the death of a spouse. Widows and divorced women
have virtually no tenure or inheritance rights with which to ensure
food security for themselves or their children, and many submit to
being inherited as a wife by one of their late spouse’s brothers, or
engage in risky behaviour to feed their children and survive.

Land reform initiatives, land law reform and constitutional review
processes provide opportune spaces for women’s property and
inheritance rights to be enshrined in law, especially as a measure
to give women more economic security in light of the AIDS pandemic.

Mozambique, for example, has changed the law to allow women
full title to land, and in Malawi, where the law does not discriminate

against women in terms of land rights, women comprise 52% of
the country’s 12,337,000 people and 51.6% of the female population
are classified as land owners. And, Malawi’s proposed new land
law provides for land inheritance by children regardless of sex.

Civil society campaigns
m u s t  s t r e n g t h e n
education and aware-
ness initiatives to take
the laws to these
women in languages
that they can under-
s t a n d .  W o m e n ’ s
awareness of their own
human rights remains
one of the greatest
challenges throughout
the region to women exercising their rights and breaking through
the traditions of culture and socialization.

Governments too have a role to play in ensuring that laws to
protect women’s rights, especially property and inheritance rights,
are implemented at all levels, and that traditional leaders are
compliant with policies and measures to end all forms of
discrimination against women. Guaranteeing and protecting land
rights for women is a major step upwards from leaving them in
the depths of poverty.

Mildred Funsani works with the Evangelical Lutheran Development
Service/LANDNET Malawi.

Economic literacy is emerging as a critical tool for facilitating
women’s economic empowerment in Southern Africa. Currently,
projects that aim at women’s economic advancement in the region
have mainly focused on micro finance and income generation.

“Most of these projects do not educate women about how the
market itself operates, and how the functioning of the market brings
about the economic subordination of women in specific ways”,
noted Mohau Pheko an economist and coordinator of Gender
Network and Trade in Africa.

Economic literacy programmes have a potential to contribute to
the capacity building of women and development organisations in
the region and thus enable them through training, capacity building
and close accompaniment to gain better insight and influence
women’s economic empowerment more effectively.

An audit by the Southern African Research and Documentation
Centre (SARDC) on the implementation of section H (iii) of the
SADC Gender and Development Declaration which focuses on
promoting economic empowerment of women, shows that there
is insufficient training in the region to provide women and the
development NGOs with a critical insight on the gender aspect of
the economy – the role and value of the women’s work in the
economy.

The audit recom-
m e n d e d  t h e
establishment of
more economic
l i t e r a c y  p r o -
g r a m m e s  t o
empower women
wi th  sk i l l s  to
engage with those
who make and
implement trade
a n d  e c o n o m i c
policies, as well as

strengthen women’s ability to advocate for policies that are socially
sustainable and pro-development.

“Economic literacy gives us the skills necessary to understand how
the national, regional and global economy operates and how we
relate to these structures. Thus, through economic literacy it is
possible to identify the structural causes of economic and social
problems and come up with positive policy alternatives to alleviate
the existing economic subordination of women,” said Pheko who
also specialises in providing economic research, policy and literacy
to parliamentarians, civil servants and women’s organisations.

Regional Director for the Southern Africa Office on the United
Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), Nomcebo Manzini
says economic literacy training would provide women with greater
confidence to enable them contribute to the creation of alternative
policies that are more gender friendly.

The target for economic literacy initiatives in Southern Africa should
be women, development organisations and stakeholders involved
in economic policies affecting women like bilateral and multilateral
development agencies, Planning and Finance Ministries, gender
machineries, and the private sector including, workers’ organisations.

Knowledge sharing through production of simplified informational
material on economic- related issues for the benefit of women
traders who often do not get the opportunity to attend seminars
where most of economic issues are discussed must be included in
the economic literacy initiatives to be established.

The SADC Declaration on gender and development promises to
promote women’s full access to, and control over productive
resources such as land, livestock, markets, credit, modern technology,
formal employment, and good quality of life in order to reduce
poverty among women.

Barbara Lopi is the Head of Women in Development Southern Africa
Awareness (WIDSAA), a programme of Southern African Research and
Documentation Centre (SARDC).
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Widowed and dispossessed

Budget needs to be put
under a gender lens
By Shadreck Banda

ZAMBIA

Caught up in the business of daily survival, national budgets often go
unnoticed by the very people that they should most be designed to help.

Imagine a poor woman in one of the Zambian shanty compounds in the
early hours of the morning. She does not see the need to follow the
national budget address by the minister of finance because she feels the
pronouncements would not in any way impact on her  livelihood.  Worse
still, she feels she has better things to do to ensure that her orphaned
grandchildren have their next meal.

On the other hand, the members of the press are curious about the
budget. However, their interests are the major macro-economic
pronouncements that the minister makes.  The pronouncements, as is
always the case, are void of gender concerns.

From pro-poor budget to growth budget, the Zambian media reveals its
affection for ‘business as usual.”  There is no place for the vulnerable
members of society for whom the micro-economic pronouncement in
every budget adversely affects their livelihood.

The day’s headlines should have headlines that show how the corridors
of power prefer the dominant hegemony of patriarchy over gender
equality and other equity issues.

In interviews with the media, the first-ever Minister of Gender and
Development Rosemary Banda discussed the government’s resolve to
engender the national budget. However, there are “grey areas”  that
among other things, include inconsistency on the part of the country
Central Statistical Office (CSO) to make available gender disaggregated
data.

Catholic Commission for Peace, Development and Justice (CCDJP)
economist, Kufekisa Akapelwa points out that every time the CSO releases
information on poverty levels currently standing at 75 percent, gender
disaggregated data is missing.

“For a government to ensure that adequate funding is not only provided
to the health sector but that  the HIV and AIDS pandemic is effectively
addressed, don’t we need such data to be included when allocating
amounts to these critical  sectors? We need to know how many women
and men are affected or infected before we have what is mostly called
growth budget,” Akapelwa notes.

The much-orchestrated 5th National Development Plan has not taken
gender concerns into considerations. Sectors such as tourism, from which
women would be well poised to benefit, are gender- blind.

Saul Banda, Jesuit Centre for Theological Reflection (JCTR) Programmes
Officer, challenges the media to churn out more stories about the suffering
of human beings, more than they do with mere micro-economic indicators
that include inflation and the Gross Domestic Product.

“The media should go another mile in bringing to the fore the gender
disparities when it comes to national budgeting other than parroting
political and economic pronouncements avoid of the humane face.”  He
adds: “the budget does not take place in a vacuum; it is therefore
important to scrutinise policy documents like the NDP which determines
the outlook of a national budget.

“We should not only look at how much is allocated to education  and
agriculture but also anaylse whether there is equity in provision of
agriculture subsidies which favour men who are the majority decision-
makers both at government level and cooperative level.”

Shadreck Banda is a journalist and a GEMSA member in Zambia.
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We need to recognise women’s contribution
to the economy
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Women’s lack of property and inheritence
rights is a violation of human rights


