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SUMMARY

This report summarises the Swaziland workshop on Covering Gender Violence 
convened by Gender Links and the Swaziland Institute of Mass
Communication from 12-16 August 2002.  Media practitioners from electronic 
and print media participated in the training (see Annex A).  The programme is 
at Annex B, the stories produced for a special supplement, “Our Write”,
carried by the Swazi Observer newspaper are featured in Annex C and
Evaluation in Annex D.

BACKGROUND

Gender violence is one of the most flagrant, yet under-reported crimes of our 
time. In 1998, SADC Heads of State signed an addendum to the Declaration
on Gender and Development pledging to eradicate gender violence. Two
years later, in December 2000,SADC member states met in Lesotho to review 
progress towards this objective. They found that while there is heightened
awareness of gender violence in member countries, the number of reported
cases has actually increased. While the media is playing an increasingly
important role in exposing gender violence, it has often, through its own
biases, use of inappropriate language and images, been part of the problem
than of the solution. 

A few months before the Lesotho conference, Inter Press Service, a global
development news network, developed a manual on covering gender violence 
with the assistance on Gender Links, a Southern African NGO committed to
the fair representation of women in the media. This manual was tested at a
workshop comprising 35 journalists from the SADC region alongside the SADC 
conference in Lesotho. The workshop included producing a daily newsletter
and final bumper supplement on the conference, widely distributed in hard
copy and via the Internet. These journalists formed a network called the
SADC Gender and Media (GEM) Initiative that is committed to improving
coverage on gender violence in SADC media.

As a follow up to the workshop, Gender Links, with the support of the Open
Society Initiative in Southern Africa (OSISA), and working in close
collaboration with SADC GEM members, is convening training workshops at
country level on covering gender violence in six SADC countries. The
workshops are being held in conjunction with local media training institutions, 
which bear a key responsibility in carrying such work forward. 

All participants in the workshops are required to make the following
commitments through a signed pledge at the start of the course:

• To participate for the full five days of the course.
• To collect samples of coverage of gender violence in Zambia for

discussion at the workshop.
• To write or produce at least one story during the course.



• To write or produce two stories after the course. Certificates for the
course will only be issued on completion of these assignments after the 
course.

• To become part of the SADC GEM electronic network for at least three 
months after the course, so as to receive ongoing support and backup 
from the main facilitator, and from peers in this and other courses.

• To contribute to a SADC Journal on Covering Gender Violence in June
2002.

OBJECTIVES

The objectives of the workshop were to:
• Raise critical media awareness on the way in which gender-based

violence is covered.
• Provide practical training on covering gender-based violence.
• Demonstrate more sensitive approaches to covering the issue through

the production of a supplement, radio and TV reports.
• Generate increased reportage on the issue, through course

requirements for coverage that take place after the training. 

INTRODUCTIONS
Facilitator: Crosbey Mwanza

Crosbey welcomed all participants and invited them to make self-
introductions, indicating their organizations and their expectations of the
workshop. The expectations ranged from a general need to understand
gender and related issues such as violence against women, gender violence,
domestic violence, sexual violence, to understanding the interface between
gender, gender violence and the media. 

WHAT IS GENDER EQUALITY? WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO THE
MEDIA?
Facilitator: Alice Kwaramba

The facilitator took the participants through a session of defining gender,
gender violence and its variant forms, including domestic violence, sexual
violence, violence against women and others. The session highlighted why
gender equality is important to the media.

OPENING SPEECH 
By Mrs Stella Lukhele, Honourable Minister of Tourism and Communication 

• Invited Guests

DAY ONE



• Esteemed members of the Media gathered here
• Gender Links who have travelled all the way to our

beautiful Kingdom
• The Swaziland Institute of Mass Communication who have

set themselves to help develop our media and indeed carry 
the flagship to other countries

• Other distinguished guests
• Ladies and Gentlemen

I want to open my address by pausing a challenge to the media. However 
it is not limited to the print media from where I pick the example. It
applies to the electronic and other new media as well. The example is very 
pertinent to this occasion for which we are here and the expectation from 
the rest of the country who have heard or will hear about this workshop
we all have for the media to present an acceptable discourse on gender
issues.

Pick up a newspaper in Swaziland or any country in the sub-region for that 
matter and do a quick count of the images of women and men covered in 
the stories, and what each is doing. The picture you will see is that there 
will be at least three times more images of men than women and that the 
latter will be in at least five times as many roles.

Another crude, but revealing measure is the coverage of women’s day
itself which is to me this celebration should take place all year round world 
wide on March 8. And yet in one my travels abroad I saw on the front
page of newspaper a woman, pregnant, with a toddler resting on her belly 
as the metaphor for the day. Although every year March 8 is observed as 
women’s day through a United Nations declaration a feature that was
aimed at treating women fairly, the media to say the least forgets this day 
and in some case have not a clue, of the purpose or the significance of
this day which is meant to mainstream women and their contribution to
society and country.

Women still get their fair dose of blatant sexiest coverage - for example
the model who gets strewn down the length of the paper, with a comment 
at the bottom that she’s too fat to make the grade (though she looks
pretty good to the vast majority of women shows a face that does not
stand a chance of being seen).

For those women who do make it in the “man’s world”, there is the
constant undertone that they must owe their success to a man. 

But increasingly the issues coming up are of a more sophisticated nature. In
one of the South African newspaper fairy read by Swazis a story was run on 
state prosecutors. On the face of it, it was a tribute to a category of women 
lawyers that we seldom hear of.



Apart from falling into the trap of tire clinches of describing them as (the
devoted, perfumed mothers sacrificing their all to fight “monstrous” criminals) 
the series missed the opportunity to explore some of the most interesting
gender dimensions. For example, why do women in our society have to single 
handedly balance home and work, and why would state prosecution be the
only area of the legal profession in which there is gender balance? 

Our media also repeatedly makes the mistake of confusing women’s and
gender issues like the enrolment of more women prosecutors as a victory for 
women (and not for society). What about the “dad who is a ideal mom”
because he cares for his kids (isn’t that what ideal dad’s should do?)

Men in our media are still largely tough and macho but occasionally in the
lifestyle section we hear that they are going for facial as well as other things 
we do not usually associate them with.

As we commemorate world women’s day every March 8 and my suggestion is 
really that this celebration should take place every day of the year. It is
important to remember that gender equality is simple about realizing the
human potential of all, men and women. The media, which has a
responsibility not just to watch, but also to lead, has a key role to play in
making this change happen. And they must take this role seriously. My
proposal is that this matter should be the central focus of this workshop. And
this psyche should form the natural part of living by the media.

What is particularly gratifying for us in the Kingdom of Swaziland and for me 
in particular is that this workshop is part of a boarder picture to make the
media aware that to play melodious music on a piano you need to use both
type of keys. Similarly to create sustainable development in the fight against 
poverty and all other ills you need to give equal attention of equality and
equity to the performances and contributions of both sexes.

Against this background I am thrilled to note that the Swaziland Institute of
Mass Communication are part of a bigger picture spearheaded by Gender
Links to conduct a baseline study along with other collaborators in 12
countries of SADC to expose the stereotypes perpetrated by the media
against women and find ways to train the media to bring about equality and 
equity.

The Gender baseline study will yield 12 country reports including that of our
country Swaziland as well as a regional report to be released in early 2003. I 
and the entire women folk in Swaziland are anxious to see how we fare as
well as to see how far behind we are despite the progress we are making vis 
a viz those made by men.

The study, I am informed the study draws on two Global Media Monitoring
Projects conducted before and after the Forth World Conference on Women in 
Beijing covering 71 countries. In the first global study in 1995, women



constituted 17 percent of news sources. Five years later that had gone up by 
a mere one percent to 18 percent. The studies found that while women are
predominantly represented as sex objects or victims of violence, men are
depicted in a variety of roles including business, sport, politics, law
enforcement, diplomacy and so forth.

Further, of particular interest to us in Swaziland is the expectation that
workshops like this one by the Swaziland Institute of Mass Communication
and Gender Links will create more awareness to make women speak out
about the abuses they suffer daily. In case you think that the coverage in our 
media about abuse of women are not similar to what happens else where, I
want to quickly give you a kaleidoscope of what happens in other countries in 
the sub region completely compiled by Colleen Lowe Morna, Director of
Gender Links who will join us later the day today. This kaleidoscope gives
more credence to the ideals of this workshop and corresponding gender
baseline study we are told is underway. 

In Zambia, a room of hushed journalists sat stunned as a young woman from 
a deep rural area recounted the horrific violation of her body by her husband 
after they failed to conceive. In his mind, she failed to conceive.

In South Africa, a young woman accountant spoke of eight years of
psychological and physical torture that ended in her husband being shot by a 
rival, and the agony of unearthing a criminal past that she had never been
aware of.

In Namibia, a young girl of less than sixteen, now in the process of
reconstruction her life, spoke of the trauma of serial sexual abuse during a
childhood that never was.

In Zimbabwe, a young woman who now serves as housekeeper for Harare’s
only shelter for survivors of gender violence told of how six year ago she had 
plucked up the courage to leave her philandering husband because of her
conviction that if she did not, she would contract HIV AIDS. In early 2002 her 
estrange husband died. She and her two children are well.

In Mauritius, a person living with HIV AIDS spoke for the first time to a group 
of journalists in an island where the pandemic has not yet been felt, yet
where already women living HIV suffer more stigma than men.

In Malawi, a young male reporter ventured into the underworld of Blantyre to 
talk to sex workers, writing a riveting story on the vicious circle of violence
that followed one woman from a abusive childhood to the crimes of violence 
that go unreported in her outlawed work.

In Mozambique a young male journalist in one course asked if he could give
his own testimony of gender violence in his home. His voice quivering with
emotion, the journalist explained that he had signed up for the course not



only because of his personal experience, but also because of his commitment 
to end gender violence.

The stories narrated above equally happen with nauseating frequency and are 
regularly covered in our media. My fervent prayer is that you will use the
majority of these in your case studies and hope that at the end of it our
media will attain skills and knowledge that would begin to conscientise Swazi 
citizens to the realities and benefits of gender equality and treating both
sexes will respect.

My understanding is that media practitioners are trained to be dispassionate
about their work. Being dispassionate is equated to being fair when in fact a 
combination of fairness and passion is the very essence of powerful media. I 
am also reliably informed that in the seven countries and two provincial
workshops run by Gender Links as part of the first phase of its work on
training media practitioners to cover gender violence, the media began not
only to find its voice, but also to rediscover passion, that fiery ingredient so
critical to social change. We believe after this workshop we shall see the
Swazi media assume a better understanding and a balance reflective picture
of equality and equity in the coverage of Gender issues.

In conclusion, I would like to pass words of special gratitude to the Swaziland 
Institute of Mass Communication and Gender Links for bringing this workshop 
to the Kingdom of Swaziland.

We want more such workshops which should incorporate a much broader
constituency of government, NGO’s Churches, other community based
organizations, youths as well as women in urban and rural areas across the
breadth and length of our country.

It is now my pleasure to declare the workshop open and wish you the best of 
luck fruitful and candid deliberations.

Thank you,
God Bless 

COVERAGE OF GENDER VIOLENCE IN THE SADC REGION
Facilitator: Alice Kwaramba

The facilitator gave an overview of coverage of gender violence in the region, 
with examples from the national workshops and reports from the countries
already covered in the project. Participants were invited to share examples
from the Swazi media and draw similarities with examples shared from the
region.

The session highlighted that the situation in the region is to a large extent the 
same with limited cultural, traditional and customary differences and



peculiarities. Some reasons cited for these similarities were that journalists in 
the region got their training form the same limited journalism institutions
available in the region, which in most cases do not offer reporting gender as a 
specialized course. 

This session also brought into perspective the need for Swazi journalists to be 
part of the regional gem initiative to share ideas and information on covering 
gender violence in the region, since the issues and concerns for regional
countries are the same. Participants took some time to watch the “whose
news, whose views” video which brought into reality the issues and points
discussed during the session. Participants pointed out the need to document
such experiences for advocacy and lobbying as they give a face to gender
violence, a phenomenon which usually occurs in the private domain and often 
goes unreported and undocumented. 

PANEL 1: CUSTOM CULTURE AND GENDER EQUALITY
Ntfombiyembuso Tfwala 

Ntfombiyembuso gave a brief summary of her presentation which was on an 
audio tape which she played for participants. The tape was an interview
which she had done on the subject and later transcribed.

Background

Swaziland was once governed by the British but never changed much from its 
practices particularly in sharing of home management responsibilities.

I am talking about a Swazi Couple that was brought up by the two parties
guided by love.  A Swazi responsible couple will have to sit down and share
responsibilities.  For example they will discuss about putting up girls hut and
boys hut.  The grandmother's hut is the first one to be built and that shows
her important role in the homestead.

Cultural Man

We can deny the fact that somebody has got to manage a home, church
school community or country, surely terms of reference are different. So this 
person has the terms of reference to make sure the home running is smooth 
and is in favour of everybody. Swazi man was not oriented to the indoors
work and there was a reason for that. To watch out where the enemies are, 
which side of the homestead or community are they intending to strike?
Despite all that, the man had to see to it that all children are fed at the right 
with the right food. The man's task is to make sure food; medication and the 
rest of the necessities are available. Since the man spend most of his time
outdoors the food for him and the children will be brought to (esangweni),
where he spend most of his time. That is our custom set up which bothered
nobody. In a Swazi homstead they are assets, which include human beings



cattle goats, chicken, donkeys, cats and dogs. The couple looks all these
after. Nobody will do anything without informing the other. I am talking about 
the real Swazi Culture and custom. 

The Women 

This is the administrator of the homestead and she does have the terms of
reference like in any other organisation. She will bring a child on earth and
protect him/her from any evil until he/she manages his/her life own life. The
woman is always indoor only for protection like a hen which covers her chicks 
for protection. Whether you are a boy or girl but you know who has an ear for 
your problems and joys that is a woman. She serves like a kidney in the body 
where-by nobody talks about the kidney, but without it there is no life. Let me 
give an example of building a Swazi hut, where a man is expected to go to
the forest with a sharp axe and search for suitable wood and cut it. He comes 
back find a wonderful woman having delicious meal to give to her loving
husband. He will go and dig the ground to put up the wood and the woman
will be inside and she will be on the big drum nearing her to the roof. The
man will put the grass on the roof and also thread the grass. The woman
inside will meet the needle. They will thread the roofing and make sure it
does not leek. To me that is a sign of smart partnership; in a Swazi
homestead. During the threading there is communication, which is the key, of 
everything.

The smart partnership in the Swazi culture and custom is when a woman falls 
pregnant she will report to her husband and the husband will report to his
mother. His mother will report to his father and the father will report to the
elders of the homestead. The reporting is for the proper vaccine of the
fetous. In siSwati every surname has its different vaccines. We have a belief
which say "Awubhunyiselwanga ngetakini" which means the vaccine was not
right for your surname. Whatever diet this mother to be wants will report so
that it must be available 

Now the baby is born, the father will make sure that there is a goat to be
slaughtered and the mother will have meat and soup and there is granny who 
will prepare the food because the um tedlane has no energy. It is a belief;
basically it is for woman and child's rights. For the next three months they will 
be together communication to each other. That is why children had love for
their parents and parents had love for their children.

It is now time for the girl to get married the mother will report to the
manager of the homestead and the manager will report to his mother and
other relatives. There is collaboration decisions every stage, it is the
homestead decision, not a one -man decision Swazis work as a team for them 
to be successful.

May be one will wonder how is the controversial lobolo/em abheka shared
between father and mother because in every homestead there is a boy 



PANEL 2: SEXUAL OFFENCES 
Thembayena Dlamini

This presentation highlighted the difficulties emanating from the dual legal
system in Swaziland and some of the gaps and loopholes in the law system
which perpetrates gender violence in its various forms. The presentation
sensitised participants to the need to put their law system under a lens and
hold it accountable in the fight against gender violence. 

Introduction

This paper discusses sexual offences in Swaziland. It explores both statutory
and common-law provisions. It further suggests possible reforms in the law.
Sexual offences in Swaziland affect women, men and children. However
because of the unequal power relations between men and women cause the 
offence to be committed mostly against women and children because of their 
subordinate position in society. Recently there has been an increase in reports 
on the incidence of sexual offences generally. There is also an emerging trend 
in the increase of sodomy.  This paper highlights the following offences:

1. Statutory rape protected under the girls and women's protection act
no. 39 of 1920 

2. The crimes act of no. 6 of 1889
3. Abduction
4. Pornography
5. Human trafficking for purposes of sexual exploitation
6. Sodomy
7. Sexual harassment
8. Rape
9. Indecent assault
10. Incest.

1.statutory rape 

Legislative prohibitions against sexual intercourse with young girls have given 
rise to what is usually termed “statutory rape”. The rationale of this type of
offence is that of seeking to prevent immature females from voluntarily
engaging in sexual intercourse. Such prevention is achieved, not by punishing 
the female, but rather her male partner, who, in effect, is assumed to have
been responsible for inducing the young female to engage in sexual
intercourse.

1.1. Statutory rape and other statutory sexual offences in Swaziland

1.1.1 The girls and wom en’s protection act no.39 of 1920



Section 3(1) of the act makes it an offence for any male person to have: 
• Unlawful sexual intercourse with a girl under 16 years
• To commit an immoral or indecent act with a girl

under 16 years
• To solicit and entice a girl under 16 years to the

commission of such acts

Sentence on conviction
* imprisonment not exceeding 6 years 
*…with or without whipping not exceeding 24 lashes
*…with or without a fine not exceeding e1000 (in addition to
imprisonment and lashes

Section 3(2) provides that if the court finds the accused not guilty of 
rape or an assault with intent to rape – it may acquit the accused of
rape and find him guilty of the offence under section 3(1)

Section 3(3) states that where there is insufficient evidence as to
whether or not the complainant is under the age when her consent
would be a lawful defence to the act charged against the accused, the 
court may decide question of the complainant’s age from the
complainant’s appearance

Defences
Section 3 (3) of the act provides for defences to offence in s3 (1)
• At the time of commission of the offence the girl was a prostitute
• Person charged was at the time under the age of 16 years

Offences with female idiots and imbeciles

Section 4 of the act makes it an offence to:
• Have sexual intercourse or attempt to have sexual intercourse with 

any female idiot or imbecile, under circumstances which do not
amount to rape

• Commit or attempt to commit immoral or indecent acts with such
female

• To solicit or entice such female to the commission of immoral or
indecent acts

Sentence on conviction
* imprisonment not exceeding 6 years 
*…with or without whipping not exceeding 24 lashes
*…with or without a fine not exceeding e1000 (in addition to
imprisonment and lashes



1.1.2 Otherstatutory sexual offences

1.1. 2.1 crim es act, no.6 of 1889

Parent or guardian procuring defilem ent of w ard

Section 41(1) of the act makes it an offence for any person or guardian 
of any girl or woman to:

A) procure such girl or woman to have unlawful carnal connection with
any man other than the procurer
b) Order, be party to, permit or receive any consideration for the

defilement, seduction or prostitution of such girl or woman

Section 41(2) defines “guardian” to include any person who has in law 
or in fact the custody or control of such girl or woman

Sentences on conviction
* liable to 5 years imprisonment
* if girl under 12 years….liable to imprisonment for life and
* whipping

Unlaw fully defiling w om en – procuring

Section 42 of the act states that “any person who -

a) Procures or attempts to procure any girl/woman who is not a common
prostitute or of known immoral character, to have sexual intercourse,
either within or outside Swaziland, with any other person

b) Inveigles or entices any such woman or girl to a brothel for the propose of 
sexual intercourse or prostitution or knowingly conceals in any such house 
any such girl/woman so enticed

c) Procures or attempts to procure any woman/girl to become a common
prostitute within or outside Swaziland

d) Procures or attempts to procure any woman or girl to become an inmate
of a brothel in Swaziland or elsewhere

e) By threats or intimidation procures or attempts to procure any woman/girl 
to have any sexual connection either within or outside Swaziland

f) By false pretences or false representation procures or attempts to procure 
any woman or girl who is not a common prostitute or of known immoral
character to have unlawful carnal connection either within or outside
Swaziland: or

g) Applies or administers to any woman or girl or causes her to take any
drug, intoxicating liquor, matter or thing with the intent to stupefy or



overpower her so as thereby to enable any person to have unlawful carnal 
connection with her shall, when the offence does not amount to rape or
an attempt to commit rape, be guilty of an offence…..”

Sentence on conviction
*fine e1000; or
*imprisonment for 5 years

Conspiracy to defile

Section 43 of the act states that 
“any person who conspires with any other person to induce any woman or girl 
by false pretences or other fraudulent means to allow any man to have carnal 
connection with her shall, where such an offence does not amount to rape, be 
guilty of an offence…”

Sentence
* e 600 (six hundred Emalangeni); or
*2 years imprisonment

Householder perm itting defilem ent of girl on his prem ises

Section 44 of the act makes it an offence for any person who is owner or
occupier of any house or place or who has or acts or assists in the
management and control of the house/place to induce or knowingly permit
any girl of the age mentioned in this section to resort to or to be in or upon 
such house/place for purposes of being unlawfully and carnally known by any 
man, whether a particular man or not

Sentence on conviction
a) If such girl is below the age of 12 years – liable to fine of e1000 or

imprisonment for life and a whipping
b) If girl is of or above 12 years – and below 16 years – liable to a fine of

e1000 or imprisonment for 5 years.

Offences in public place or place of resort

Section 49 (1) states that “a person shall be found guilty of an offence
…who -

a) In or near a public place or place of public resort makes use of any
insulting, indecent, obscene, blasphemous or threatening language

b) In or within sight of a public place or place of public resort – indecently
exposes his person or makes indecent signs or gestures



c) In or from a public place or place of public resort follows or addresses a
female in an insulting manner

d) In a public place or place of public resort and in the hearing of any other 
person, uses insulting or defamatory language, descriptions, or gestures
by speech or other representation to or concerning any person

e) Is found loitering at any time in any thoroughfare or public place or near
any dwelling house, shop, store or any enclosed place or veld or bush for 
purposes of prostitution or solicitation or to the annoyance of the public”

Section 49(2) gives the Swazi courts jurisdiction to try and determine any
charge for contravening s49 (1)(e)

Sentence on conviction
*fine not exceeding e100
*default of payment…imprisonment not exceeding 6 months

1.1.3 Areas indicated for reform

a. Boy children not protected from procurement and
“defilement”: the crimes act does not only protects girls and
woman from procurement and defilement and does not extend the
protection to boys and males

b. Sentences: some of the sentences (imprisonment/ fine) are low
and not proportionate to the gravity of the offence. It is
recommended that minimum sentences be stipulated by the law for 
all statutory sexual offences

2. Abduction

2.1 Common law

Abduction consists in unlawfully taking a minor out of the control of his or 
her custodian with the intention of enabling someone to marry or have
sexual intercourse with that minor.

2.2 Swaziland statutory provisions

Abduction of girl under 18 years

Section 46 of the crimes act 6/1889 states as follows:
“any person who takes or detains an unmarried girl under the age of
eighteen years or causes her to be taken or detained out of the custody
and against the will of her father or mother, or other person having the



custody of her with intent that she may be unlawfully carnally known by
any man, whether a particular man or not, shall be guilty of an offence…”

Sentence on conviction
* fine e1000 (one thousand Emalangeni); or
* imprisonment for five (5) years

Detention in a brothel (abduction for sexual purposes)

Section 45(1) of the act deals with the offence of detention in a brothel 
of girls or women against their will, and states

 “a person who takes or detains any woman or girl against her will to or in 

a) Or upon any premises with intent that she may be unlawfully carnally
known by any man, whether a particular man or not; 

b) A brothel:

Shall be guilty of an offence…”

2.3 Areas identified for reform

a. No provision for boys: there is no statutory provision for the
abduction of boys under the age of 18 years.

[s. 46 - crimes act - only provides for the abduction of girls
under 18 years]

b. No provision for males: there is no statutory provision for the
detention of males in a brothel or any such similar place

[s.45 - crime act - provision only for women and girls]

c. Abduction of girls and women over 18: statutory provisions on
abduction (s.46 crimes acts) only relates to the abduction of girls under 
18 years.  No provision for the "abduction" of girls and women over 18
years.

3. Pornography 

3.1 statutory provision

The obscene publications act no.20 of 1927 makes it an offence to deal in
indecent or obscene publications or “other objects”. 



Im porting or producing indecent publications

Section 3 of the act makes it an offence to import into Swaziland or to
manufacture or produce within Swaziland any indecent or obscene publication 
or other obscene object.

Sentence of conviction
*fine not exceeding e 100 (one hundred Emalangeni)
*in default of payment…imprisonment not exceeding 6 months
*or both

Selling and distributing indecent publications
Section 4 of the act makes it an offence to sell or distribute, or offer for sale 
or distribution; to expose to public view; or for purpose of such sale,
distribution or exposure to have in one’s possession any indecent or obscene 
publication or other obscene object.

Sentence of conviction
*fine not exceeding e 100 (one hundred Emalangeni)
*in default of payment…imprisonment not exceeding 6 months
*or both

Possession or dealing in obscene publication

Section 5 of the act states,
“any person who-

a) Carries on or takes part in any business, whether public or
private, concerned with obscene publications or objects;

b) Advertises or makes known by any means whatsoever, with the 
object of assisting in the circulation or sale of any obscene
publication or object, that any person is engaged in the unlawful 
acts in connection with such publication or object; or

c) Advertises or makes known in what manner or from what
person obscene publications or objects can be procured either
directly or indirectly;

Shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to the penalties
mentioned in section 3.”

3.2  areas indicated for reform

Gaps
a. Definition of publication: the definition of publication in current

legislation on obscene and indecent publications does not include films,
audio productions and electronic visual productions.



b. No legislation for other forms of pornography: there is currently no 
legislation that deals with other forms of pornography other than
pornographic publications (which would fall under obscene and indecent
publication in the obscene publications act). For example, live
pornographic exhibition or shows are currently not provided for in our
statutory legislation

c. No legislation on “child pornography: there is no legislation dealing
specifically with “child pornography” i.e. The use of children for
pornographic purposes and the exposure of children to pornographic
materials (be it print, audio or electronic publications).

4. Human trafficking for purposes of
    sexual exploitation

Human trafficking involves the procurement, buying or selling and
transportation of persons (generally boys, girls and women) for purposes of
prostitution, pornography, forced marriages, unlawful adoption, “slavery”, etc.

Procurement may or may not involve kidnapping. It may also occur through
misrepresentation to the person, parent or guardian (in cases involving
children), or sale of person or child by parent, guardian or child custodian. 

4.1  the Swaziland position

Gaps
Even though legislation exists that deals with the abduction and procurement 
of girls and women for purposes of sexual exploitation, there is no
legislation that deals with human trafficking (i.e. Procurement, buying or
selling and transportation (m y em phasis) of persons) for the same
purpose.

5. Sodomy

5.1  common law position

Sodomy is the unlawful intentional sexual relations between two male persons 
per annum . Sodomy can only be committed by a male person with another
male person.

The offence of sodomy presupposes two parties – an “active” party and a
“passive” party. The act of sodomy consists in the anal penetration of the
passive party by the male organ (penis) of the active party. 

Consent by the “passive” party is no defence to the offence of sodomy. Even 
where the “passive” party voluntarily consents to the act he is just as guilty of 
committing sodomy as the “active” party. 



NB. There are no corresponding or supplementary statutory provisions
dealing specifically with sodomy and other “unnatural sexual acts”.

5.2  areas indicated for reform

Gaps in the law
a. Non-consensual sodomy amounts to indecent assault: where the

“passive” party did not consent to an act of “sodomy” the conduct then
falls under indecent assault – which is an offence that currently carries
lesser gravity than ‘rape’. 

b. No legislative provision for sodomy of boys under 18 years: there 
is no statutory provision dealing with the act of sodomy on boys below the 
age of 18 years.

c. Use of objects other than male organ for penetration: the use of
other objects for penetration per annum  would probably fall under
indecent assault – which currently does not fall under “grave” sexual
violations such as “rape”.

d. Wilful transmission or HIV and other sexually transmitted
infections (STIs): no legislation deals with the wilful transmission of HIV 
and other STIs.

e. Special procedures for the testimony of children: there are currently 
no special courts/ procedures for the testimony of children in sexual
offences cases.

6.  Sexual harassment

Definition

Sexual harassment is defined as conduct which involves an unwelcome sexual 
advance or unwelcome request for sexual favours and other unwelcome
conduct of a sexual nature, by one person to another.  This behaviour can
take physical, verbal or non-verbal forms and ranges from the subtle to the
gross.

6.1  the Swaziland position

Some forms of sexual harassment constitute criminal acts and can be
prosecuted as such, for example charges can be laid for rape, attempted
rape, and various acts of indecent assaults. Under criminal law charges can
also be laid for crim es injuria (damage to the dignity and reputation on the
individual), and extortion (blackmail). 



Section 49 of the crimes act provides for the following criminal acts that
can be said to constitute some acts of sexual harassment:

S49 “(1) a person shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a
fine not exceeding one hundred Rand or, in default of payment thereof
imprisonment not exceeding six months, who –

(a) In or near a public place or place of public resort makes use of any
insulting, indecent, obscene, blasphemous or threatening language; 

(c) in or from a public place or place of public resort, follows or addresses 
a female in an insulting manner; or

(d) in a public place or place of public resort and in the hearing of any
other person, uses insulting or defamatory language, descriptions or
gestures by speech or any other presentation of or to or concerning any
other person…”

6.2  areas indicated for reform

Gaps
a. No statutory legislation specifically prohibiting sexual

harassment: there is currently no legislation defining and prohibiting
sexual harassment and the various forms it can take. 

b. Section 49 of the crimes act: is limited to acts done in a public
place or place of public resort. Sub-section (c) is limited to insults
directed at females. 

c. Sexual harassment not part of our labour laws: sexual
harassment is currently not recognized under our labour law as an
unfair labour practice. 

7. Rape

Common law position

Definition: rape is the unlawful sexual intercourse by a man with a woman
without her consent. In other words there has to be penetration of the
woman's vagina by a penis without the woman's consent.

Sexual intercourse and consequently rape is deemed to have occurred where 
there is the slightest penetration by the penis of the vagina. Ejaculation need 
not occur.



7.1 areas indicated for reform

a) Scope of the offence: the definition of rape limits itself to 
Sexual violation of women and excludes men.

b) Penetration by objects other than penis: penetration of the vagina by
objects other than the penis is not considered as rape.

c) Penetration of other openings in the body not considered. Penetration
of other openings in the body are not considered as rape and are
considered as a lesser offence of indecent assault.

d) Need for corroborated evidence: the technical necessity for a judge not
to convict on a complaints uncorroborated evidence of rape places a
heavy burden on the complaint.

e) No prohibition of rape of a woman by her husband: the element of
unlawfulness excludes from the scope of rape unconsented sexual
intercourse between husband and wife.

f) No legislation providing for rehabilitation: there are no provisions for
rehabilitation of sexual offenders during incarceration and no provision 
for follow up rehabilitation after their release.

g) No provision for police supervision: no provision for police supervision
of sexual offenders following their release.

8. Indecent assault

8.1 common law position

Indecent assault consists of the unlawful, and international, direct and
indirect application of force to the person of another in circumstances in
which the force applied itself of an indecent nature.

8.2   areas identified for reform

a) Restriction of 'indecency' to the wrongdoer's actual physical
deed:  the act of indecent assault is restricted to the actual physical
deed of the wrongdoer and indecent threats do not constitute indecent 
assault.

b) Definition of indecent assault:  the definition of the assault does
not spell out what 'indecent' constitutes, and therefore lends itself to a 
variety of interpretations.

c) Gravity of the offence:  it is a lesser offence where certain elements 
of a serious offence are lacking.



9.    Incest

9.1 common law position

Incest consists of the unlawful and international sexual intercourse between
two persons, who on account of consanguinity, affinity or adoptive
relationship may not marry one another.

The above definition shows the three important conditions should have
occurred, these are unlawfulness, intention and sexual intercourse.

a) Unlawfulness - compulsion negates unlawfulness, in other words
if the act was not consented to by one of the parties, the
unconsenting party is not criminally responsible.

The parties do not escape liability by proving marriage

b) Intentional

1) the parties must have intended to have sexual intercourse (it 
is rare that this is not understood by parties)

2) the parties should have known about their relationship that
give rise to the prohibition.  If one party is ignorant only the
party that knew can be convicted.

c) Sexual intercourse - there must be penetration, but partial
penetration in whatever degree suffices, and emission of semen is
not necessary.

[there has to be natural sexual intercourse, penetration through the 
annum for instance does not constitute incest].

9.2  areas identified for reform

Incest should be prohibited statutorily

Definition of incest should be broadened to a prohibit penetration of other
openings of the body.

Prohibition should also extend to conduct between certain people whose
relationship is not necessarily legal e.g. Absence of a valid marriage where a 
child is under custody and protection of the offender.
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PANEL 3: PROPERTY GRABBING: IN THE CONTEXT OF GENDER
VIOLENCE
Jabu Matsebula

A testator with a philosophical turn of mind began his last will and testament 
by saying that nothing is more uncertain than life, and nothing more certain
than death. Death indeed, comes to all and many who depart this vale of
tears leave behind them not only the memory of their existence but also the 
more tangible fruits of a lifetime of toil – an estate; sometimes very
substantial, sometimes merely nominal. In this estate, there may be many
interested – creditors, heirs and legatees, and last but not least, the state
itself.

Property is something of value; either tangible, such as land, money, builds;
or intangible, such as copyright.

Whatever is property can be given and received, or grabbed with force or
strategy.

In the context of gender and violence, we find a lot of violence in our society, 
almost exclusively being directed at women; from the girl child, the working
career woman, and the wife to the widow. 

Like most patriarchal societies, Swaziland is male dominated. It is also a
traditional society characterized by practices that are deeply rooted in
traditions and certain cultural beliefs. 

Possibly to accommodate that reality, Swazis live under two legal systems –
Swazi law and custom and the law of the Transvaal, a modified Roman Dutch 
law.

Under Swazi law and custom, a woman is a child – period. As a minor, she is 
a child of her parents; and as an adult, a child of her husband.

Roman Dutch law, despite its civilized extraction, does not improve the
situation. Under common law, a woman who elects to marry in community of 
property elects to assume a minority status in the marriage. The law allows a 
man married in community of property, to dispose of property in the marriage 
on his own, without even informing the partner in the marriage. 

That way, many women have woken up to find their homes have been sold
without their knowledge. In some cases, men sell property in which they had 
no hand in creating.

DAY TWO



But the greatest instances of property grabbing in our society, is
institutionalized.

Land is the most important property in all societies. In developing largely
agriculture-based economies, land is the key to survival and a source to
wealth and power. Those with the power to allocate land and re-distribute it 
have substantial influence in any community. Those with good land can keep 
stock and grow surplus crops for sale or exchange.

Before European influence, all land belonged to the king, who administered it 
through the chiefs. But after European intervention, land then fell under two 
systems. There is title deed land, which is commercially available, and Swazi
nation land, which is available freely but on application, to all adult males.
Land on Swazi Nation Land, (SNL) is not transferable. Where the land
allocation is adequate, each family can sub-divide and allocate its own
allocation of land to family males on reaching adulthood. Another option is of 
course, for the new adult to approach the chief for his own allocation.

Land ownership is one of the main reasons justifying the dual legal system for 
the country. In line with the dual legal system, the most important property is 
land, or land based.

Land in Swaziland is allocated according to bloodlines. People of royal blood
get a more generous share than those of less or no royal blood will usually
get less.

Redistribution of wealth in Swazi society will normally follow the same
pattern. Marriage among the Swazis is more between two families than
between a couple. The family of the bride expects and is entitled to a bride
price, commonly in the form of cattle. Cattle are the second most important
valued property in agricultural society. Cattle are a currency. It is easily
transferable. It is highly visible as a stock of wealth and is a source of
influence.

The bride price over the years has become standard. Commoners will
normally charge on a sliding scale between 13 and 15 heads of cattle. Nobility 
starts from 17 cattle, to 21 cattle. Royalty is 21 upwards.
Blue blood princesses have no standard bride price or currency. Each man
pays a bride price that will impress.

Phillip Bonner in his: Nobles and Kinsm an, observes that the bride price
system was an effective system of ensuring that royalty and nobility would
have the largest heads and wealth.

Whereas a woman’s family can be paid a large dowry for their daughter, the 
woman who earned it in the first place enjoys none of the cattle. It is for her 



father, and her brothers. Even if her marriage failed and she returned home, 
she would not be entitled to a share of her bride price. 

Traditional chief’s courts settle property disputes arising out of disagreement 
over issues governed by custom.

Other disputes that do not have roots in customary law are settled under
common law courts.

The common law courts where a judge would normally sit with assessors who 
are experts in customary law, sometimes ultimately settle some disputes
arising out of customary law roots. Judges in Swaziland are men. So are the 
court presidents who decide cases of custom. Because they have a male
perspective, one may argue that women have very little protection in the law.

Property grabbing

Man is born free. But everywhere he is in chains.
The author of that statement surely had not become aware of the status of
the Swazi woman. 

The bride price for a woman, comes with the unwritten expectation that she 
will bear her husbands family a large number of children, where girls must
out-number boys.

But wore unto the woman who has no children. That is an open license for
the husband to engage in infidelity, and to openly abuse his wife and her
marriage.

A woman who bears her husband girls, bring future wealth in lobola. But it is 
a thankless task, because families do not appreciate girls. They want boys to 
carry the family name on.

So a good wife is the woman who will bear a man sons.

Inheritance in Swazi society, where the estate is governed under customary
law, is exclusively along the male lines. Generally, the first-born son inherits
everything. If the eldest is a woman, she has to stand aside for a boy.

The girl child in Swazi society is brought up in preparation for when she will
be married off. Some families will spend as little as possible in bringing up
girls. Where resources are scarce, most families would rather spend them on 
the boys than the girls; because girls are temporary members of the family,
on transit to their marriage.

Until recently, in many families, girls were denied a proper education.



Marriage

Because of the social status of women, most women do not have a choice on 
the form of marriage they will contract. The men, who sometimes use force
and power, largely make the decision. The man can decide to teka a woman, 
which is commonly without the woman’s consent. 

However more modernized couples choose to marry by civil rites, in
community of property.

Once married, whether by civil rites in community of property or by
customary law, the status of the woman is the same. She is a minor; who
cannot make independent economic decisions without the consent and
assistance of her husband. The law allows the man to grab property, even
that created by the woman.

In the community, she cannot fully participate in community leadership
without the consent of her husband or his family. 

Because of their minority status, we have seen that women’ independent
access to family and community resources such as ownership of property,
credit, reproductive health services and inheritance.

These limitations have far reaching consequences for the development of
individuals, families, communities and the nation as a whole. 

Because of this basic problem, indices on poverty show that the majority of
the poor women, or households headed by women. This is in spite very high 
literacy and education rates among women and enrolment rates for girls.
While women constitute 53% of the population of one million people, their
representation in politics and decision-making is estimated at about 2 percent.

We have seen that the woman is cheated of her proper share of rights to
property from birth. A first-born girl is not entitled to inherit the family estate. 
That is reserved for males.

Though girls now outnumber boys in school enrolment, and there are as
many women graduates as there are males, men are many times as likely to 
be hired for a job as are women.

A male is many times likelier to get a promotion to higher position than a
woman.

Men are still many times likelier to be appointed to public political positions
than women.

But the most brutal situation is the rights of widows to the estate of their
spouses.



The death of a married woman is heavy blow for her family. Accordingly, the 
society’s sympathy for the widower is such that he is expected to keep his
mourning as short as possible and return to active community life and
responsibility.

But not the same applies in the death of a man. Society demands that she be 
locked away immediately her husband dies. Customs demands that she is
kept under house arrest, and a huge blanket, so that she sees nothing that
goes on around her.

During her state of mourning, her husband’s family arrives, and expects to
take charge over their brothers’ property. Unless the woman was married
under civil rites, their word becomes law. In many instances, widows have
been cheated and robbed by their in-laws.

Widows are the most abused members of the community. They are
defenseless and helpless. At the death of her husband last week, Busi Xaba
found herself on the street. Her crime was that her husband stood to earn a 
large inheritance left by his brother. When he died, her family decided that
was injustice.

The greatest crime of them all is that women do not have right to their own 
children. Custom provides that a man can impregnate a woman and
denounce her. He can leave her for 20 years without offering any support to 
the mother and child. Should he change his mind when his circumstances
change, a man has a right in law, to pay six herds of cattle and grab his child.

Children are not property. But this violation amounts to harvesting a woman’s 
womb.

One of the ongoing cases of gender violence is the case of a police constable, 
whose body cannot be buried because after his death, his relatives decided to 
pay the pregnancy damages. That way they earned the right to bury him. The 
right to bury comes also with the right to the dead man’s estate.

The dead man’s mother is contesting her son’s body; but the law is not on
her side.

PANEL 4: DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Martin Dlamini

Preamble

In beginning my presentation I wish to recap on an article that appeared in
the Times Sunday newspaper of November 11, 2001 with the headline “prince 
of terror.” On the front page was a blown up face picture of a 11 year old girl 



who together with her two sisters aged nine and eight, recounted to the
reporter details of abuse in the hands of their father, a member of the royal
family. They claimed that, at times, they were forced to drink their urine and 
eat their faeces. One girl was made to hold a red-hot coal with her bare
hands and they were sometimes locked in a room for hours without food as
punishment.

While the abuse was going on, the children’s mother is said to have remained 
quiet in fear for her own life until she left the home only to return sometime 
later. It is said that almost everybody in the royal family knew about it but
never did anything to stop it. One of the girls alleged that the father raped
her and this emerged just before the annual reed dance where the young
members of the royal household were brought together for testing to see if
they were still virgins. That was when the matter was brought to senior
members of the royal family and even to the Swaziland action group against 
abuse (SWAGAA).

Another girl was made to hold a burning wood for allegedly stealing E1. When 
she got to school the social worker attended to her and later called a close
relative to the girl to take her in which she did. Women and the law who were 
consulted reported the matter to the police on the issue. The police confirmed 
taking a statement but nothing was ever done to the prince nine months to
date. In his response to the newspaper, the prince admitted beating his
children but denied forcing them to eat faeces or raping any one of them. The 
prince argued, “that is the way i was brought up”
He believes it was malicious rumours spread by his mother in law whom he
hates and for that reason will not pay lobola (dowry) for her daughter.

At the end of the article, the newspaper ran a highly critical comment
condemning the organizations that otherwise would have taken the leading
role in seeing that justice was done. The organisations were accused of
deliberately doing nothing about the matter even when presented with the
opportunity to do so by close relatives of the family. The organizations
insisted on client confidentiality. In short, they refused to stick their neck out
preferring that the family sort out their own problem.

This is one example of domestic violence and is also just one of hundreds of 
such cases that go unreported due to a number of reasons. A lot of research 
and study has gone into the subject of domestic violence and there is much
consensus in regards to the factors surrounding it, which I view as a virus
that is steadily eating away our social fibre. Fortunately unlike HIV/AIDS, it is 
curable but unfortunately, like HIV/AIDS, putting an end to it remains an
arduous task so long as the veil of secrecy, the stigma, the discriminatory
cultures, the absence of gender policies and the prevailing attitudes in the
environment in which it thrives, exist.

In looking into the subject, and in keeping with the objectives of this
workshop, one cannot overemphasize the need for the understanding of the



factors leading to domestic violence by media personnel in order to
encourage greater awareness and increased public debate using their
mediums at their disposal with the objective of achieving a reversed trend in 
the incidence of domestic violence as opposed to seeking profit out of them.

I will look no further than the situation at home making occasional reference 
to the above incident, the results of an extensive study into the subject locally 
by women and the law in southern Africa contained in the book “multiple
jeopardy” and experiences as a media practitioner.

The socio-econom ic im pact in Swaziland.

The draft national gender policy document being prepared by the ministry of 
home affairs reveals that:
• 66 percent of the total Swazi population lives below the poverty line. 
• The incidence of poverty among female-headed homes is estimated to be 

nearly double that of male headed households.
• The 1999 census indicates that amongst adult headed households 43.25

percent are female headed.
• There is also an increasing incidence of child headed households 54.31 % 

headed by girls in the 12-14 year bracket and 50.62 % in the 15-19 year 
bracket.

• Young adult women in the 20-24 year age bracket head 46.61%. 
• 75 percent of the population lives in rural areas.

The above statistics create a fertile ground for vulnerability of the female
gender that, in almost every study conducted, are by far the largest victims of 
domestic violence.
What this also means is that there are a lot of frustrated men out there who 
are without jobs but still have to support families in one way or another.

Definition

By definition domestic violence is any form of abusive actions or words that
take place in the home and results in harm to the health, safety and well-
being of the victims of such violence such as the illustration above.
Domestic violence is a pattern of abusive actions that include physical
violence (violence to the body) sexual violence and threats of violence. It can 
be saying or doing things that hurt the victim’s feelings and is referred to as 
emotional violence.

1) Physical violence 

– involves violent acts directed to you, your children and others staying in the 
home.
--the violent partner may do any of the following things; slapping, punching, 
kicking, grabbing, choking, pushing, biting, burning, stabbing, shooting,
throwing objects, using weapons to frighten you, threaten you or attempt to 



kill you or your children and so on and such abuse may in the end result in
death.
--assault was found to be most common in Swaziland.

2) Em otional violence

-- involves saying things that are meant to hurt the victims feelings like name 
calling, mocking, criticizing, accusing, blaming, yelling, ignoring, isolation,
humiliation, swearing, withholding affection, infidelity (unfaithfulness),
harassment etc. 

3) Sexual violence

– Involves acts that abuse the victim in a sexual way and includes forced
sex, threats or coercion to obtain sex, unwanted touching and rape. 

– Incest is the most common where fathers sleep with their daughters. One 
father told high judge that it was the custom of his clan, but here is no
evidence of this as Swazi culture places emphasis on virginity at marriage 
by um cwasho and reed dance.

4) Econom ic control and deprivation
-- economic violence involves acts that are meant to deprive and control the
resources of the home and they include refusing to let victim work, failing to 
provide enough food, schooling and medical care, controlling the victims
earnings, misuse of family earnings and property. 

Contributing factors

• Socialisation, where women are taught that men are superior to women
by culture and one should not question a husband. This is probably why
the mother of the children in my illustration kept silent and watched her
children suffer.
The church also plays role in enforcing male dominance with biblical
verses being cited like 1timothy 2:8-15 and genesis 1:26-28. Studies
suggest that the church needs to give adequate explanation for the
coexistence of biblical text that supports male superiority on the one hand 
and those that promote gender equality on the other.

• The idea of wives dem anding equality with their husbands and wanting to 
be heard and respected regarding decision-making in the home does not
usually auger well with many men. They regard it as a direct challenge to 
their authority and by extension, their manhood. These men, in
attempting to reassert themselves, resort to violence. 

• Financial independence of a woman castrates a man completely, deflates
his ego leading to an inferiority complex and insecurity that makes him
aggressive. Will the situation worsen with government at an advanced
stage of formulation a gender policy that seeks to provide equalities for
women?



• Em alobolo, payment of dowry that renders the woman the property of the 
husband, reduced to an object, giving man the license to hit instead of
acting as a symbol of gratitude and cementing of the relationship between 
two families.

• Patrilocality, where it is the norm in Swaziland that a woman moves to her 
husbands home upon marriage, it has been found that it makes her an
outsider in a homestead controlled by the eldest (um num zane) his wives, 
sons daughters and the extended family plays significant role in couples
life and the violence in the relationship can by a large extent be blamed on 
interference by family members. Mothers in law never seem to like their
daughters in law and in times of conflict, they always side with their sons. 
Interest of course always lies with income and property.

• Multiple relationships, especially where the husband suddenly becomes
obnoxious and when the woman confronts him, he becomes aggressive in 
his defence. Later he starts finding faults in anything the wife does and
anything out of place like a fork or a spoon will earn her criticism and if
she responds he then beats her up.

• Alcohol abuse and exposure to alcohol. Lack of tolerance takes over,
culminating in fights.

How does it occur: the cycle

Three phases

Tension stage, violent stage and honeymoon stage.

The violence starts with seemingly harmless insults and verbal abuse (e.g. Are 
you deaf or what, didn’t I tell you I’m busy) and may get worse and become 
physical assault, child abuse and even death,

Tension
• First there is tension build-ups, which is the first stage where the

violent partner may criticize, yell, swear, use angry gestures and
threats. No matter what the victim does they cannot please the abuser.

Violent
• Then the abuser attacks after finding an excuse for an attack and this 

can be physical, sexual, verbal or all three.

Honeymoon
• Period of remorse begins where at this stage the abuser may say sorry 

and promises never to do it again, promises to change, give gifts, asks 
for prayer behave in a way to show remorse.

But the cycle starts all over again-usually after the remorse period the tension 
will then start again and each stage in the cycle may last for minutes, hours, 
days or months.



It is important to note that the cycle usually never ends and may be
dangerous if it is allowed to go on without getting help.

The easy way out?

Walk away from a violent relationship; it can save your life and that of your
children.  But this is difficult for the woman who is married by Swazi law and 
custom because there is little or no room for divorce. This sometimes leads to 
suicides.

Why some find it hard to get out.

• Fear that partner will be arrested
• Depend on the partners for resources
• Some victims fear that people will think they are failures in life
• The victim may think it is best for the children if he/she stays
• Fear of spoiling family relations
• Hope/belief that the violent partner will change their ways
• Women victims may fear that the husband/boyfriend will kill them or

the children
• Belief by woman victims that they have a duty to make the relationship 

work
• Self blame and guilt
• Love for the abuser

Consequences of domestic violence

• Physical injuries which may lead to death
-bruises, fractures disabilities using hands, fists, feet or weapons
-children get caught in the fray defending moms
-women taught to persevere
-some poison husbands food

• Psychological and other illnesses
-fear of expecting to be attacked
-develop lack of self worth
-depression, anxiety and stress, high blood pressure
-mental health problems, eating and sleeping disorders
-panic, humiliation in front of children, loss of dignity

• Added welfare costs
-counseling and medical care needed
-absenteeism from work
-economic loss to employers/employees

• Breakdown of family structure
-creates instability
-children exposed to suffering, forced to leave with mom



-fear of reporting
-negative effect on children exposed to this violence

• Possession and increase in use of weapons
-sticks, knobkerries, bush knives, spears, stones and guns
-form of defence

• Incarceration of perpetrator

Who is to blame?

The local study shows that alcohol, anger and provocation; witchcraft and
culture.

Who can help?

In approaching relevant structures for help the complainants expect to get
help in the form of reconciliation of the parties, punishment and rehabilitation 
of the offenders.

• Family
• Zone leaders
• NGOs
• Churches
• Hospitals and clinics
• Chiefs kraal
• Community police
• Police
• Law and the courts

Conclusion

It is incumbent upon legislators to adopt legislative measures to ensure
protection and empowerment of women and removal of all forms of
discrimination against women in order to eradicate their vulnerability to
violence.

The media must play a constructive role in eradication of violence against
women and children by adopting guidelines to ensure sensitive coverage of
the issue and avoiding the perpetuation of stereotypes.

There is also the need to provide easily accessible, affordable and where
possible free social and administrative services for the empowerment of
women and child victims/survivors of violence. Ensure that all stakeholders
implement measures in an integrated manner.

I thank you



PANEL 5: HIV/AIDS AND GENDER VIOLENCE
Emanuel Ndhlangamandla

Introduction

To understand the link between gender and HIV, it is critical to factor in the
analysis of how gender contribute to HIV/AIDS. Before one delve on the
subject, it is important to define the three concepts gender, violence and
HIV/AIDS.

" gender is the widely shared expectations and the norm s within societies
about appropriate m ale and fem ale behaviour, characteristics and roles which 
ascribe to m en and wom en different access to power including productive
resources and decision m aking authority. Gender roles vary over tim e and by 
class, caste, religion, ethnicity and age" (Whilan d 1999:5). 

Gender is therefore prescribed by society and thus there are different
prescriptions from countries, communities and even families.

According to the concise oxford dictionary, violence involves great physical
force or is unlawful exercise of force. HIV stand for Immuno Deficiency Virus -
a germ that affects the immune system whilst aids in full mean: Acquired
Immune Deficiency Syndrome, a combination of opportunistic infections due
to compromised immunity.

According to the United Nations fact sheet on gender and HIV (2001), gender 
roles and relationships have tremendously influenced the course and impact
of the HIV/AIDS epidemic around the world. Gender related factors therefore 
shape the extent to which women, girls, men and boys are affected by the
epidemic.

This paper will explore how gender violence fuels HIV/AIDS epidemic. In fact 
gender violence is in itself endemic and some have referred to it as a silent
epidemic as it occurs in obscurity. Both men and women experience it in
many forms and both suffer considerable damage to their health and well
being. Also the type of violence they are exposed to is always different; its
causes  differ and the impact is different as well. (WHO position paper, 1995).

Women unfortunately bear the brunt of gender violence and they are exposed 
to a continuum of violence which often takes place in the home, where
women and girls know their assailant to settings outside the home where
women are subjected to random violence by people unknown to them. In
other cases women suffer systematic violence during times of conflict where
rape is used as a weapon of war. (WHO position paper, 1995)

Gender violence exposes the victims to sexually transmitted infections (STI), 
HIV, suffer damage to reproductive organs, may be left with unwanted
pregnancy, psychological trauma and even death. 



The situation of gender violence and the escalation of HIV/AIDS epidemic is
more pronounced in the rural areas because rural people suffer from
ignorance based on high illiteracy levels; lack of access to the justice systems; 
are economically dependent on men for survival; they are expected to adhere 
to traditions and cultural practices to name a few. 

Over the years, the public health HIV prevention model dominated the scene. 
However, an indication on the ground was a worsening problem as HIV/AIDS 
was spreading like wild fire. This situation prompted the social scientist to
look at other contributing factors and gender was found to be critical as it
plays a significant role in the spread of the HIV scourge.

Background

HIV/AIDS epidemic

HIV/AIDS is currently one of the serious problem confronting the global
community particularly sub- Saharan Africa. Swaziland has also not been
spared from the devastating effects of the epidemic as it is now rated on the 
top four countries seriously affected by the epidemic in sub-Saharan Africa.
Other countries are Botswana, Namibia and Zimbabwe.

According to the report on the global HIV/AIDS (2002), the scale of the
epidemic outstrips even the worse case scenario of a decade ago. Dozens of 
countries are already in the grip of serious HIV/AIDS epidemics whilst many
more are on the brink. Just in 2001 alone, it is estimated that 5 million people 
became infected and over the decade they will join 20 million people who
would have died of aids. Sadly, southern Africa is suffering its worst epidemic.

It is currently estimated that HIV infections have reached unprecedented
levels in the country with an estimated 50,000 aids related deaths during
1999 and it is projected that by 2016, the number of deaths would have
reached 300,000. These figures are unacceptable for a country that has a
population of about one million. What is frightening is that it has taken only
20 years for our country to reach this level compared to other countries that 
discovered the problem in 1979.

Available sentinel surveillance data by the Swaziland national aids programme 
indicates an upward trend of HIV/AIDS infections among pregnant mothers
attending the antenatal clinics.

• 3.9% in 1992
• 26% in 1996
• 31.6% in 1998
• 34.2% in 2000

This situation also prevails among patients suffering from STIs:



• 11.1% in 1992
• 36.6% in 1996
• 47.6% in 1998
• 50.2% in 2000

Statistics also indicate that more women than men are affected by the
epidemic. This indicates that there are factors that are contributing to this
upward trend and the gender dimension certainly plays a significant role.
According the UNDP report on gender focussed response (2002), women find 
themselves at the centre of the epidemic because of their productive and
reproductive roles in society. The women's situation is further worsened by
their legal status as they are regarded as minors both in customary law and
the Roman Dutch law.

Socio-cultural context of gender violence

Swaziland is a homogeneous society with a great deal of cultural unity.
Although they are variations in terms of practice of specific customs, there is 
no significant deviation to alter the cultural norms of the Swazi society.
(WLSA, 2001).

Swaziland like many other countries in Africa is a patriarchal society where
power is vested in men. Consequently, men dominate in all spheres of life
including family where they are given the status as head of families and
decision-makers.

Women on the other hand are given a subordinate role as they are
considered as minors, which puts them in the same position as children. This 
certainly has a bearing on their freedom and choice including making critical
decision about their own lives such as deciding on the number of children.
Hence, there are cases where women were punished by the family for having 
decided to utilize modern methods of child prevention. 

This is reflected in the choice and allocation of traditionally female careers
such as nursing, teaching and other nurturing roles of girls which tend to
attract low salaries and thus give them little access to power. Boys on the
other hand are allocated careers which are connected to their traditional roles 
as decision making such as doctors, engineers, politicians etc.

The socio-cultural and legal systems of societies reinforce and entrench
patriarchal relations by giving men control over productive resources such as 
land and other valuable assets. This is done through marriage norms which
subordinates wives to their husbands and inheritance laws and customs which 
declare male the principal beneficiary of the family estate (southern Africa
feminist review 1997: 3-4). There are cases where women lost property
because her husband decided to dispose a property without consultation of
his wife.



Whilst these laws, customs, attitudes, assumptions and practices may appear 
as a natural way of doing things, they have adverse effects on women and
girls as their insubordination leads to so many problems including being
infected with HIV and being exposed to violence without any legal recourse.

What does gender violence entail?

• Assault: this involves wife battery, fighting, beatings, kicking all 
over the body, use of weapons such as bush knife, sjam bocks,
sticks and even guns. Kamau, J.N (1995) cited in WLSA
Swaziland (2001) document on multiple jeopardy argues that
the roots of discrimination and gender violence have to do with 
the real or perceived status of women in society.

• Femicide: is defined as " the m ost severe form  of violence
against wom en. It is the culm ination of prolonged violation of
the wom en's person and body by any m ale resulting in her
death".

• Incest: it is sexual contact which occurs between family
members. Mkhonta (1997) argues that it is the abuse of power
by an adult and a betrayal of a child's trust and innocents.
Incest is viewed as taboo. Hence, victims and families are
reluctant to talk about it. Incest involving children also leads to
tissue damage and makes it easy for the child to be HIV
infected, as the perpetrator could be HIV infected. It also leads 
to low self-esteem even in adulthood. 

• Rape: this is defined as a sexual intercourse with a women or
girl without her consent. It occurs among people who know
each other and sometimes amongst strangers. It also occurs in
established relationship like marriages. During rape, the victim
suffer damage to soft tissues and this makes it easy to get
infected with the HIV virus as most of the rapists could be HIV
positive based on their behaviour.

• Emotional abuse: this involves inflicting non physical pain on
another human being. Both men and women are affected by
this emotional abuse. It leads to low self-esteem and loss of
dignity.

Contributing factors to gender violence

Cultural factors

According to the UNDP report on gender focussed HIV/AIDS (2002) culture
subordinates women to men. In fact many societies expect a 'good' women to 



succumb to her husband wishes without any resistance. A woman who
challenges man's authority is in fact regarded as a dissident in many African
societies.

Polygam y

According to the Swazi culture a man married in Swazi law and custom is
allowed to marry as many wives as he may see fit. Women involved in
polygamous marriages have to ensure that they please their husbands in
order not to lose some privileges. This entrenches women insubordination to 
men. Consequently, most women in polygamous relations are not addressing 
gender violence. This situation is more pronounced in the rural areas where
women are expected to ensure that such issues are kept as a family secrete 
thus being hindered to seek legal protection. Sadly, even those who attempt 
to seek for justice are denied by the police who often consider family
squabbles as petty.  Polygamy also exposes all parties involved to HIV/AIDS.

Multiple partners

As it is acceptable in the Swazi culture for men to have multiple partnerships, 
it is common for man to have many partners which tend to create tensions
and conflicts in the family. However, if a women gets involves with other man 
that is viewed as a serious crime. Hence, some women have lost their lives
and perpetrators were given lighter sentences for having been provoked.
Multiple partnerships therefore contribute to violence and the spread of
HIV/AIDS. Also, it leads to family disputes as the other spouse will blame the 
one involved in multiple partnerships.

Arranged m arriages

Arranged marriages are also acceptable in the Swazi culture. For example
when a man dies, it is expected that the women's family should provide an
'inhlanti' to take over the responsibility of the desist.  As this relationship is
not necessarily based on mutual love, gender violence is not uncommon and 
hence predisposes women to HIV infections. Also, if one of those involved is
HIV infected this leads to the spread of HIV.

Inheritance of a widow

When a widow loses a husband culture dictates that the widow has to be
given a male to look after her and the children.  Whether the husband died of 
aids or not is considered in this arrangement. Most often the women are
forced by poverty to accept this arrangement.

Paying dowry

The custom of paying dowry for ones wife is interpreted as giving total
control over women. Hence some men view their wives as property which can 



be treated anyhow. Hence, the growing problem of gender violence.  Because 
she is regarded as a man's property, the man is at liberty to have multiple
relationships and the wife is expected to be silent. The woman is also not
expected to negotiate for safe sex, thus even those who are aware of their
HIV status tend not to disclose it for fear of rejection.

Socialization

It is a socially learned behaviour whereby an individual internalizes certain
attitudes and adopts particular roles as prescribed by society. In a patriarchal 
society, men are and women are socialized into believing that men are
superior to women. This is further reinforced in churches as it is believed that 
a women is a helper who should at all times respect her husband. Women
tend to accept this as normal and this contributes to the gender disparities.

Women in society

Hleta Nkambule (2001) argues that women's voices in Swazi society, as in
many African countries, are silenced. Women are not expected to have a
voice in public meetings. WLSA (1998) argues that women are not expected 
to be tough, questioning and competitive outside the home. In fact such
brave women are often regarded as dissidents. Hence a considerable section 
of women cannot move out the traditional paradigm and this robs society of
women's untapped potential. In the rural areas, for example, you find that
women sit separately from the men and they do not contribute ideas as it is 
expected that her husband will speak on her behalf.

In Swaziland there is a high rate of physical, emotional and sexual abuse of 
women and girls. When men harass women in the street society expect
tolerance as this should be viewed as a complement. The un report, violence 
against women in the family (1994:6) conclude by stating that " violence
against wives is a function of the belief fostered in all cultures that m en are 
superior and the wom en they live with are their possessions or chattels that
they can treat as they wish and as they consider appropriate" this is the
prevailing situation even in Swaziland.

Economic factors

Moser (1991) classifies the economic needs of women as practical gender
needs because they are basic to the welfare of the family. In many societies 
including Swazi society, men are often wage earners as women in both farm 
and off farm work is not adequately rewarded. Hence, women are largely
dependent on men to meet their economic needs.

Because of this dependency many abused women are unable to extricate
themselves from such relationships. There are cases where a women is aware 
that her daughter is being sexually abused but fail to deal with the problem
because of dependency to men for survival. Some women are forced to make 



a living through prostitution even if fully aware of the consequences of
multiple partnership and violence associated with the practice.

Political factors

Lack of adequate policies and laws to protect women from violence only serve 
to exacerbate the situation. Women who have been subjected to violence find 
it difficult to report such cases as gender stereotypes makes it difficult to be
treated justly by the law enforcement agencies. This also tremendously
influence gender violence.

Addressing gender related determinants of vulnerability to HIV
infection

From the above analysis, it is clear that existing gender disparities are
contribution to the spread of HIV around the world. The only snag is that it is 
difficult to get data on the impact of gender. One would like to offer solutions 
how this problem could be addressed:

Prevention

Gender violence is now well documented as more victims report cases of
violence following years of awareness raising about the 'silent epidemic'. The 
major focus should be to create a cultural revolution in terms of gender
expectation on the roles of men and women at home and in society. This
could be realized through sensitization and advocacy targeting community
structures, politicians and government officials aimed at ensuring that the
practice is considered as unacceptable in society which will therefore
galvanize society to find means to eradicate the problem. Children have to be 
capacitated to challenge the gender stereotypes. This entails that both the
girls and boys should accept that roles prescribed by society on men and
women tend to create problems in the larger society.

Institutions such security as personnel needs to be specifically targeted with
information and awareness programmes so that there is proper administration 
of justice. This is critical considering that gender violence survivors do not feel 
comfortable to report cases yet it is crucial to bring perpetrators to justice.

Long and Ankra (1996) argue that sexual responsibility among men is crucial. 
Therefore funding priorities should be given to programmes that will reach
women and men rather than women alone. Certainly men need to be
capacitated to understand their role in curbing the spread of HIV/AIDS.

 Addressing needs of survivors

Suitable and sustainable mechanisms are necessary to address the physical
health needs of survivors of gender violence. This may include rape crisis



centres, help lines, well trained medical, social welfare and justice personnel
to manage the needs of the survivors.

Empowerment of men

It has since been recognized that men need to be involved in work designed 
to address HIV infections and broader inequality including gender violence.
Men's perspective on sexuality and gender violence needs to be well
understood to develop relevant programmers and interventions.

Orubuye et al (1997) have argued that there has been a consistent failure to 
enquiry into men's belief systems in relation to sex and sexuality. This is
crucial as it will enable understanding of the men's perspective and therefore 
develop relevant interventions.

Promoting access to justice system

Enacting laws on gender violence will send a clear signal that society is
becoming intolerant of such practices, which will in the long run reduce the
incidence of gender violence. 

Also reviewing and reforming criminal laws and procedures will eliminate
gender stereotypes and ensure access to justice for both the victim and the
perpetrator (WLSA, 2001).

Integration of gender in the fight against HIV/AIDS

Organizations involved in the fight against HIV/AIDS should integrate the
gender aspect so that prevention measures could incorporate gender as it is
playing a significant role in the spread of the HIV/AIDS epidemic. This is
crucial, as the HIV/AIDS scourge remains a serious problem in many parts of 
the world, including Swaziland.

The role of the media

The media as a mirror of society, has an important role to in creating
awareness about the link between gender violence and HIV/AIDS. The media 
has to send a clear message to the populace that gender inequality is playing 
a significant role in fuelling the spread of HIV/AIDS. Thus it should articulate
the need for society to debate issues of gender and should report cases of
gender violence with an aim of creating rejection of the practice as
unacceptable considering its negative impact on individuals, families
community and the country.

Conclusion

� Gender roles are socially prescribed and exert pressure on men and
women to behave in a certain way.



� Gender inequality intersect with other social inequalities such as those 
organised around class, race religion etc

� Economic empowerment for women is crucial to creating in the fight
gender inequality.

� Without cultural reforms gender violence will persist.
� To address the spread of HIV/AIDS, the gender dimension should be

considered as an important factor in the spread of HIV/AIDS epidemic.
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The role of men in stopping gender violence

By Nomakhosi Muntuyedwa

Introduction

This is the last paper to be presented at this workshop. One of the
advantages of this is that a definition of gender or what the core issues are in 
discussions about gender is no longer necessary. At this point in the day laws 
and customs that aggravate gender disparities in the public and private arena 
will have been highlighted. 

And, Gender Links will have put a face on gender violence in the country and 
possibly suggested various ways in which to deal with it. Since I have been



similarly tasked there might be repetitions in suggestions put forward in this
paper.

Government leadership

There is wide recognition and acceptance these days that gender equity and
equality is needed for social and economic development. Because of this most 
African governments, Swaziland included, have been pro-active in dealing
with gender related matters. The following FEMNET report praises the
government for its actions in this regard.

“One of the most rewarding experiences was in Swaziland where, because of 
the strong patriarchal society, it was assumed that the gender approach
would be rejected. The six-month contract to provide technical assistance to 
the Swaziland government through the UNFPA witnessed the creation of a
gender unit, the inclusion of gender in key national plans and the sensitisation 
of very high levels of policy makers.”

Government has also supported the Gender based Training Team efforts
(GTT).

FEMNET is based in Nairobi and founded at the end of the women’s decade
conference in Nairobi. Gender equity and not only preached by FEMNET but
also acted upon. FEMNET staff is equally divided between men and women. 

These efforts are already bearing fruit. And is shown by, for instance,
government’s reaction to gender abuse as reported by the local media June
2002. One such example is its launching of an investigation into allegations
that widows who want to claim estates of their late husbands are forced into 
giving sexual favours to lawyers, police and court officials.

A thumbnail of NGO activity

However, although there is all this positive activity by government around
gender-based issues, the activity is not the only necessary ingredient to end
gender biases and gender violence. Swazi adult society’s input is also needed. 
That the adult society has risen to the challenge is shown by the efforts of
organizations such as the Swaziland chapters of WLSA and WID and most
importantly for the purposes of this paper -SWAGAA.

Some of the work done by WLSA has been the research and analysis of
Swaziland’s justice system. WLSA’s findings have been that many a time,
Swazi women are denied justice. WLSA’s research and analysis is an example 
of the type of gender disaggregrated information needed for development
purposes. Gender disaggregated information enables government to: 

• Draft sound gender policy;



• Develop appropriate institutional capacity and responsible public
agencies; and 

• Ensure gender perspectives to be part of project design and
implementation,

As suggested in a paper contributed to a participation sourcebook and jointly 
written by Michael Bamberger, Mark Blackden and Abeba Tadesse.

Meanwhile, SWAGAA reports on gender violence. Recent media reports
suggest an increase for both sexes. This is clearly another front that will need 
government, NGO and civil society pro-action.

Some suggestions for ending gender violence

In an article by William Kaufman "better fathering will help end violence"
(1998), the suggestion is made that the intimate involvement of men in
childrearing is the long-term solution to gender violence. 

Kaufman is a public speaker, conducts workshops and writes on gender
issues. He is a member of white ribbon campaign. The white ribbon campaign 
is a global organization of men working against gender violence.

He argues that there is good evidence that, as more men focus on care giving 
and nurturing as the most important things in life, they will learn empathy.
Empathy, he says, is crucial in not wanting to hurt others.

Kaufman further suggests that:

• Employers and government offer good paternity leave packages;
• Programs in schools be started be started with young children focusing 

on parenting skills;
• Strict enforcement of child support payments for separated parents;
• In those countries that still lack such programs, a comprehensive, non-

profit, quality national childcare programme;
• Greater vacation time and a shorter workweek to allow parents to

spend more time with children. (most European countries have five
vacation weeks per year;

• Equal pay for women workers and the end to job ghettos to ensure
that work outside the home isn't seen as more important than women's 
Work;

• Legal reforms and government-supported counselling to encourage
non-adversarial separation and custody arrangements where possible;

• Laws to prohibit the corporal punishment of children. Such punishment 
teaches children that violence is an acceptable way to express love and 
show that you care;

• Encourage educational and awareness programs to end violence.

The national advisory council on violence against women (USA) suggests the 
following:



• Ensure that victims have safe places to turn to;
• Seek and use survivor input.

The paper’s author recognizes that the above points might create some
concern to participants because of their euro centrism. They have been tabled 
as food for thought and discussion on what might be practical for
Swaziland.

Other suggestions gleaned off the Internet are that support groups be formed 
for wife batterers. The rationale behind it is that wife beating is like an
addiction and that wife batterers are unable to will themselves to stop a habit 
of years. 

Meanwhile FEMNET provides an example of how to involve men in the
elimination of gender violence in the SADC region. Started in Malawi, the
network against gender based violence made up of agencies that deal with
gender violence, including the police, judiciary, human rights NGOs and
others. Similar groups have sprung up in Kenya, south Africa and Zimbabwe. 
FEMNET describes witnessing the involvement of men in the elimination of
violence as “ one of the most enriching experiences.”

Conclusion

The government, donor agencies NGOs and civil society have come a long
way in raising awareness of the importance to gender equity and equality in
development. This statement “ in our one workshop in Swaziland, a man
found the freedom to openly weep and shed tears he should have shed when 
his wife died, as he narrated the pain of being socially conditioned to pretend 
and hold back to pretend and hold back real emotions and deep hurt.”
(FEMNET) points to validity of the argument that gender feelings and
perspective should also be considered in the gender equity debate. As these
various bodies continue with established gender programmes, gender
violence will need further study to establish its extent and to follow through
with appropriate action.

Men being abused by women
By Bongani Mamba

In his presentation, Mr. Mamba highlighted that the abuse of men by women 
was a reality in Swaziland and that there is need for society to acknowledge
this form of gender based violence. He said that the experiences of Swaziland 
Association for Men (SAM) a growing number of men are reporting that they 
are being abused by women. 

His paper showed cases of reports in the media to support this view and
urged the media to continue to cover this form of violence since it is not yet 
known by many in society.



Field exercises

This day was devoted to field visits for journalists to carry put interviews and 
write stories for the supplement.  The organizations visited include the
Swaziland action group against abuse (SWAGAA), the HIV/AIDS and gender
counselling centre (FLAS), women and law in southern Africa (WLSA), the
Swaziland association for men (SAM) and others. 

Meanwhile, a luncheon for editors and media managers had been arranged
for the afternoon. However, the luncheon was not successful as only three
editors turned up despite having confirmed their participation earlier.

This day was devoted to writing, editing and production of the supplement. 

Way forward 

Participants got feed back on their stories and were invited to make
comments on the edited versions, the layout of the supplement, the use of
pictures and graphics, and the general training process. Most of the
comments were positive and most participants looked forward to seeing the
published version. 

The workshop went back to the list of expectations captured on day one, and 
reviewed them in the light of what had actually transpired during the
workshop. The exercise was meant to measure whether all participants’
expectations had been met and if there were any issues that had not been
cleared during the course of the workshop. The exercise revealed that all the 
expectations had been met and participants pointed that the workshop had
actually met more than what they had expected.

DAY THREE

DAY FOUR

DAY FIVE



The facilitator indicated that this workshop was not the end of the process,
but rather should be regarded as the beginning of a process of monitoring
and reporting gender violence. It was noted that the participants who had
had the benefit to be trained and to share skills in covering gender violence
needed to think seriously about how they would take this process further and 
ensure that the skills gained would be shared and positively impact Swazi
society. It was noted that gender links has an online facility which participants 
could tap into and get further training. Participants were invited to be part of 
the e-gem initiative and tap into regional information and ideas on covering
gender violence, through networking with other journalists from southern
Africa and beyond. 

The participants pledged to think through these ideas and organize
themselves into a “Swazi media watch”, which would monitor and report
gender violence in the media in Swaziland. 

The details of how the Swazi media watch would operate were to be
communicated to gender links before the end of august. Participants also
pledged to work closely with the Swaziland institute of mass communication
in setting up the new structure. 

Participants took some time to indicate their ITC needs for them to be able to 
effectively participate in both the on-line training and the e-gem initiative.
Most of the needs were around connectivity and access to personal/regular
email. Most indicated that they has access to computers and access to group 
email at the workplace. However, most need Internet access and training in
internet research skills. 

The workshop took time to evaluate the whole week’s proceedings. Most of
the evaluations were positive as summarized in the table below. 



Annexes

A: List of participants

Name Organization Tel numbers Email address
1. Setsabile Sibisi Swazi TV 608 26 32 Ignas78@hotmail.co.za
2. Gugu Mabuza-
Dlamini

Swazi Observer 603 83 29/404 96 
00

Swaziobserver@Swazi.net

3.Lindiwe N.
Nkonyane

Weekend observer 603 18 95 Ndzundzu@yahoo.com

4.Tubuko
Nxumalo

University Student 118392@uniswacc.uniswa.sz

5.Bheki N. Maseko Forest Policy-
MOAC

40-41733 Fplp@Africaonline.co.sz

6. Zodwa T. Gama People’s
Educational
Theatre

608 96 57 Ztgama@hotmail.com

7. Percy Simelane Radio Swaziland 404 55 02 Psimelane9@hotmail.com
8. Zanele Dlamini Times of Swaziland 404 22 11/607 53 

21
Lagijaz@yahoo.com

9.Ntfombiyembuso
Tfwala

Nkonjane
Investments

605-63 58/505-
83 82

10.Thandeka
Matsebula

Swaziland National
Association of
Journalists (SNAJ)

Matabs@hotmail.com

11.Ambrose
Zwane

LCRF 604 16 06 Ambrosezwane@hotmail.com

12.Clement
gamedze

LCRF 607 25 44

13. Rev. Hanson
ngwenya

UMC Film Makers 404 48 66

14.Nhlanhla
Muntunjwa

The Nation
Magazine

607 78 78 Skhova@hotmail.com

15. Pitsie mabaso The nation
magazine

404 66 11

16. Mlondi dlamini Film makers
association

603 17 05

17.Dumile
Nqcamphalala

Film makers
association

611 16 41

18.Maswati Dludlu Association of
Swaziland Theatre
Groups (ASTG)

604 31 29 Maswatid@mallfly.com

19.Patience
Magagula

Transworld
Radio/Christian
Media Centre

607 52 00/505 52 
59

20.Bongani
Dlamini

City Council of
Mbabane

404 26 13/404 26 
11 (fax)

Bongani@mbacity.org.sz



Annex B: Programme

TIME EVENT Presenter/Facilitator

8:30 – 9:00 Opening Minister of Tourism and
Communication, Honourable
Stella Lukhele

9:00 – 9:30 Introductions and icebreaker Crosbey Mwanza

9:30 – 10:30 What is gender equality? Why is it
important to the media

Gender Links

10:30 – 11:00 TEA

11:00 –12:00 Sharing of examples of coverage of
gender violence in the Swaziland
media

Gender Links

12:00 – 13:00 Coverage of gender violence in the
SADC context

Gender Links

13:00 – 14:00 LUNCH

14:00 – 15:00 Custom, Culture and gender equality Ntfombiyembuso Ntfwala

15:00 – 15:30 TEA

15:30 – 17:00 PANEL 1 - Property grabbing Jabu Matsebula

8:30 – 9:00 Eyes and ears; recap

9:00 – 10:00 PANEL 2 - Sexual offenses Nonhlanhla Dlamini

10:00 – 10:30 Group discussions based on training
manual

10:30 – 11:00 TEA

11:00 – 12:30 PANEL 3 - Domestic violence Martin Dlamini

12:30 – 13:00 Group discussions based on training
manual

13:00 – 14:00 LUNCH

14:00 – 15:00 PANEL 4 - HIV/AIDS and Gender
violence

Emmanuel Ndlanganandhla

15:00 – 15:30 Group discussion based on training
manual

15:30 – 16:30 PANEL 5 – Role of men in combating 
gender violence

Nomakhosi Muntuyedwa

16:45 – 17:15 Men Being abused by women Bongani Mamba

TIME EVENT WHO INVOLVED

8:30 – 8:45 Eyes and ears; recap

8:45 – 9:15 Briefing on field exercises

9:15 – 13:30 FIELD EXERCISES
� SWAGAA drop center Manzini
� Gender violence and elections 

– Women’s lobby
� HIV/AIDS and gender

Counseling /FLAS

Gender Links and Swaziland
Institute of Mass
Communication



13:00 – 14:00 LUNCH

14:30 - 1530 Discussion based on field visit GL and SIMC

15:30 – 15:45 TEA

15:45 – 17:00 Group discussion based on manual GL and SIMC

Day Four: Writing and editing

Day Five: Way Forward

8:30 – 9:00 Eyes and ears, Recap Participants

9:00 – 11:00 Feedback on Stories Gender Links

11:00 – 11:30 Tea

11:30 – 12:30 Way Forward Participants/ Gender 
Links and WLSA

12:30 – 13:00 Closure



Annex C: Stories by participants

Best bum “contestants” cry foul
By Tubuko Nxumalo and Lindiwe Nkonyane

Several contestants in the Sunday Tim es bum competition have claimed that
they were not consulted about having their bodies put on display. And,
according to a snap survey conducted by participants at the Swazi institute of 
mass communication/ gender links workshop on gender violence, the Swazi
public has sharply contrasting views on the competition.

Fikile dladla, one of the contestants said that she had been consulted and felt 
good about the series run by the “style” section of the Sunday Tim es: “I am 
really fluttered by the whole idea. I was not aware that people appreciate my 
‘eze’ so much. So many people have been complementing me about it and
I’m very happy. After the article, so many people have started recognizing me 
and it feels good.”

But according to Nomcebo Mbhamali, one of the “contestants”, “nobody
consulted with me about the whole thing and I really didn’t like it. This
reporter just called my office one day and told me that he would send a
photographer to take a picture of my butt and I was like ‘what? No ways!’ I 
had no idea why he wanted that done and I was just not interested. I am a
woman and I feel very humiliated by this. 

“My butt has always been my major concern but I never thought someone
out there was scrutinizing it because this is my body and nobody has the right 
to judge it—this is my temple and I respect it. It’s a pity that challenging such 
issues has never worked for me so I decided to let this one rest as well. The 
whole thing is just unfair and I am tired of consulting the times about how
they report on me.

Commenting on the effect of the article she added: “I feel nude, it’s like
everyone is just starring at my bum. Okay! I’ve always made sure that I cover 
my butt no matter what I wear so the fact that someone looked beyond that 
coat beats me. I’ve been receiving phone calls, people have started staring
and I just don’t need that and pleazzze, I am not in any competition or
contest.”

Gciniwe Fakudze, another “contestant” added: “no one consulted me about
this. I am normally in Johannesburg on Sundays so this one was no
exception. I heard from my cousin and I was like—you kidding me. You know, 
my mom kept asking me what this ‘eze’ is all about and there was no way I
was going to tell her. 

“I felt like I have been stripped naked in public for all to view and to be
honest, I wore baggy clothes that week because I felt as though everyone



was staring at me—I felt uncomfortable and ridiculed. I couldn’t even call the 
times about this because the damage has already been done—I never do any 
way! With the help of my friends, I have decided to take the whole issue as
one big sick joke and try and find a positive side to it—like it being fluttering 
or something—but it’s not easy.

“you know, just recently, this reporter called me and told me that I am
receiving a good response—especially from guys so far but he’ll have to send 
his photographer so that people understand what he is talking about and I
was like ‘forget it!’

Martin Dlamini, editor of the times of Swaziland told reporters at the
workshop that all contestants in the bum competition had been consulted. He 
said that the competition was a form of entertainment and a way of bringing 
variety to the newspapers editorial product. 

Bongani Mamba, beauty pageant organizer and director of the Swaziland
Association for Men  (SAM) commented: “exposing a person’s private parts
without their consent is a form of abuse as such is invasion of privacy. Even if 
she has consented, our culture just doesn’t allow that—for example, you can’t 
wear indlam u anywhere you like. This whole thing is just an insult to the
young ladies. I condemn this because these reporters are taking advantage of 
their powers just because they have the pen and paper.”

Musa Nxumalo (mid-thirties) had this to say: “well this is a good move as
women should celebrate their bodies and yes sexual connotations do come
into the picture but that doesn’t mean that the women portrayed are to be
raped or have their bodies violated in any way, just because they are deemed 
as being sexy. Men should be able to control their urge and any unbecoming 
behavior thereof is completely unaccepted. 

But Kaschiele High School boys Mandla Sukati, Mbuso Sibandze and Vusi
Nkwanyane said: “the idea of a ‘contest’ is a bit extreme. However, seeing
these bottoms in town is a bit exciting but we feel that the ‘contest’ kind of
makes them objects because we believe that there is more to these women
than their behinds.”

Make Dlamini (elderly woman) added: “the whole idea is unSwazi. It just
shares a very strong bond with prostitution. Your bottom should remain
private—there are those certain places where you can display/show your
buttocks. When I saw the article, I just thought they were talking about
prostitutes and I can imagine how these girls would feel.”

During the debate on the issue at the workshop, some participants
questioned why men are never exposed in the same way and why it is that
only women’s bodies are objectified.



Elections Pose Challenges for Gender Equality
By Mlondi Dlamini

As Swaziland looks forward to one last round of elections before 2005, the
low representation of Swazi women in politics and decision making once more 
comes under the spotlight. 

The Southern African development community (SADC) declaration on gender
and development, to which Swaziland is a signatory, commits member states 
to achieving a 30 percent level of women in politics and decision making by
2005.

Swaziland is one country in southern Africa where traditional cultural norms
and customary values have a strong hold on the power relations between
men and women and this has translated into the skewed representation of
women and men in position of power and decision-making.

Although Swazi women constitute 52 percent of the population, they are
legally and culturally regarded as minors and socialized to regard themselves 
as decision takers. Statistics indicate that only less than five percent of Swazi 
women are in positions of decision-making in both the private and the public 
sector. This is way below the 30 percent target. There is need to advocate for 
more women into parliament and other decision-making positions, especially
as the 2003 elections presents Swaziland with an opportunity to bridge the
gap in this area.

Although women are the majority of the electorate in Swaziland, as in most
other countries in the region, the tendency has been that they elect men. This 
however needs to be viewed within the general framework of the socialization 
processes and the general status that women have been socialized to accept. 
There is need to build the self-esteem of women to bring it a level where they 
have confidence in each other and in themselves. 

The Women and Law in Southern Africa (WLSA) in Swaziland have expressed 
the need for legal reform to give equal recognition to both genders, as a
starting point in building self-esteem and confidence among women.
According to WLSA’s Lomcebo Dlamini: “equal recognition must be given to
both genders.” 

Apart from building self-esteem, there is need to propagate among society, a 
culture of equality and equity, which will translate to meaningful participation 
by both women and men in development. According to Nontokozo Cindzi of
Lundzi: “equal education must be provided to both genders.”

Both Swazi women and men need to appreciate the important role that they 
both play in development, and that leaving the majority of the population out 
of the development matrix will impede the pace and nature of development.



The 2003 elections present the nation with an opportunity to redress the
situation and show commitment to the declaration.

Do Women Abuse Men? 
By Pitsie Mabaso 

A man who had a promiscuous wife tried to commit suicide as a result of the 
pain and agony that he suffered. 

This is one example of cases dealt with by the Swaziland Association of Men 
(SAM), an organization formed in august 1999, and currently operating from
big bend. It aims at giving men who have been abused and those who have 
not a forum to relate their problems freely. 

According to co-ordinator Bongani Mamba, most cases of abuse of men are
financial and emotional. 

One woman who preferred to speak on condition of anonymity said that many 
women abuse men and that it is “time women learnt to respect their men.” 

She added that some women are “lazy” and expect men to do everything for 
them: “this i consider abuse. We also tend to abuse them biblically in the
sense that we interpret some scriptures the wrong way. For instance, where it 
says man should work and look after his family.”

James Dlamini from Bhunya told of how his sister-in-law abused his brother
and children until he met his death. He said his brother’s wife would bring
men into their house and would sleep with them in the presence of the
deceased. She would often complain about the amount of money given to her 
by her husband telling him that her lovers were giving her better amounts of 
money.

“The deceased wife once came to us and said that my brother deserved to die 
so she would be able to get the benefits. She then forced my brother to take 
an early retirement, which he did. He forced to pay a deposit on a house that 
the family would move into. He did just that but died before finishing
payment,” Dlamini said.

At one time “my brother was beaten by his wife and children to a point where 
he lost consciousness. This incident took place one night at their home. My
brother was taken to the Mbabane government hospital by a neighbour,
where he was treated for injuries sustained and the same neighbour took the 
effort to come to us the same night to tell us about it. He said when he tried 
to find out what had happened his brother said he was being attacked for
revealing at the births, marriages and deaths offices that this wife was his
second one. 



“The wife said she was the one entitled to everything that belonged to her
husband and therefore he should not have told them that she was the second 
wife. He said after the death of my brother she was able to lay her hands on 
all the money and property left by my brother, that in itself i consider abuse. 
It is very painful to know that my brother was abused in every way before he 
died. Some women are evil hearted,” Dlamini said. 

NGObile Maziya (19) from Ngwenya village said that she felt that in most
cases men are the cause of the abuse perpetrated by women. She said: “i
have never heard of any male case being taken to the Swaziland action group 
against abuse (SWAGAA) which shows that in a way men fail to take
responsibility for themselves.”

SWAGAA education manager Nonhlanhla Dlamini said that men are under the 
false impression that they are not welcome at the drop in Centre. “SWAGAA
also caters for men,” Dlamini said. She said they have had cases reported to 
them by men and they have made sure to attend to them fairly. She said
SWAGAA gives a person options to choose and make the right decision. “Let 
us join hands and fight abuse of men by women,” she said. “Men deserve to 
be respected just like women and children. Men are human and have rights
too, but not to abuse.”

Breaking the Silence
By Zanele Dlamini

There has been an increase in the number of reported cases of domestic
violence since the establishment of the domestic and child protection unit in
Swazi police stations.

According to the police public relations officer, Vusi Masuku, the unit was
established two years ago after realizing that most survivors of domestic
violence are reluctant to report such cases to the police for fear of being
humiliated.

The unit provides a 24-hour service to the survivors. Female and male officers 
are trained to attend such cases. 

Rape victims are advised to go to the nearest police station as soon as the
incident happens. Survivors should not wash themselves before reporting. If
possible, they should try to look some of the perpetrator’s features for
identification purposes.

The unit was created after a public outcry about treatment of survivors of
domestic violence. Survivors were expected to report their ordeal in front of
many people and describe in details what had happened.

The unit is available in most of the police stations in the country and they also 
provide counselling.



Special rooms are set aside for the survivors in some of the police stations.
This is one way to provide the survivors with confidentiality and to allow them 
to express themselves freely.

Domestic violence includes physical abuse such as emotional abuse, including 
threats and swearing; assault and sexual abuse. The latter includes rape,
incest, and emotional abuse. 

The unit is working hand in hand with the Swaziland Action Group Against
Abuse (SWAGAA), which has since established eight counselling centres in the 
country.

The officer said before the unit was established, women were reluctant to
come forward.

He applauded SWAGAA for advising rape survivors to go and report their
cases to the police and urged survivors to bring as much evidence as
possible.

Masuku said, however, that the unit is also attending cases of child abuse and 
of men who have been abused.

Gender Violence and HIV/AIDS: Two Sides of the Same Coin 
By Mandla Zulu

The debate on gender violence cannot be complete without incorporating the 
issue of HIV/AIDS. Similarly, initiatives and programmes on HIV/AIDS cannot 
bear much fruit if the gender violence dimension is not taken into account.
This is because gender violence is both a cause and result of HIV/AIDS.

Organizations working in the area of gender violence have reported that there 
is a direct relationship between vulnerability to gender violence and being
infected with the HIV/AIDS virus. Abusive partners, especially those who
sexually abuse their partners have shown more chances of infecting them
with the HIV/AIDS virus. 

While in the past the general belief was that sex workers are the most
vulnerable to HIV/AIDS infection, trends in the region seem to indicate that it 
is women in marital relationships that are more vulnerable to infection and
this is even more so where they are in abusive relationships and partners do 
not respect their rights.

Where women are raped, chances are that they are also infected, and this is 
death sentence for them. To the married woman whose partner is abusive,
this is more real, because they cannot negotiate safe sex as this exacerbates 
the violence in their relationships. As such, they become more vulnerable to
infection and contracting the disease. 



In situations where women know that they are already infected, they often
cannot decide not to have children, given the fact that Swazi society, like
most societies in the southern Africa region is patriarchal and men have the
ultimate decision on how many children they can have. The situation is worse 
where women are in abusive relationships because they risk their lives and
those of their unborn babies since they cannot say “no” to having children, for 
fear of being battered or being emotionally abused.

Other cultural and customary practices such as polygamy add to the
vulnerability of women. While polygamy exposes all parties involved to
HIV/AIDS infection, the risk tends to be higher where there is gender violence 
and the involved partners refuse to get tested. Women in such relationships
may end up risking their lives for fear of losing the husband or losing his
favour.

Abusive partners can use other subtle forms of violence including economic,
psychological and emotional pressure to coerce their partners to succumb and 
risk their lives. This may include withholding affection, verbally abusing them, 
ignoring them, accusing them of having extramarital affairs and not caring
enough for them, among many others. This often forces women to five in to 
the demands of their partners, thus placing them at risk of contracting the
HIV/AIDS.

Gathering the Evidence on Gender Violence
By Gugu Mabuza-Dlamini

In a ground-breaking move to help bring perpetrators of domestic violence to 
book, the Swaziland Action Groups Against Abuse (SWAGAA) has introduced a 
forensic unit to gather evidence against perpetrators.

SWAGAA Education Programme Manager Nonhlanhla Dlamini said that often
survivors of abuse lose their legal battles due to lack of tangible proof that a 
violent act has been committed. 

“In fact in Swaziland there are no forensic test experts and this has crippled
our crusade as we would sometimes come across a clear case of domestic
violence, but because we were not armed with the necessary equipment to
gather evidence, we could not collect damning evidence,” she said.

She added that in Swaziland rape is mostly identified by injuries. If there
aren’t any then it is assumed that the survivor consented to the act.

“This is wrong since we all know that a woman’s private parts have the ability 
to stretch without necessarily tearing and this is why a woman can deliver a
baby whose head’s circumference could be more than ten centimetres without 
tearing. In fact one cannot prove if there was any rape by just looking, semen 
and other liquids tell the story, as well as the survivor,” she said.



She said Swazi doctors are reluctant to make medical reports on rape cases. 
This has left them with no option but to train their own nurses who in turn
provide the service.

“We foresee a brighter future, although we can’t say when exactly the
training will begin, but it is in the pipeline,” Dlamini said.

Dlamini further revealed that recently they have introduced a photo shooting 
session for domestic violence victims so that they capture the levels of injury. 
This, she said, would prove to be handy a couple of years later when the case 
is being heard.

She said usually people who report domestic violence cases against their
partners often get a raw deal because by the time the case is heard, the
bruises and injuries have long disappeared and it becomes his word against
hers.

SWAGAA keeps such records for future use. Sometimes the victim may not be 
ready to report the case to the police, but a few months later after the anger 
has subsided they may want to see justice done.

That is when the file is brought out, complete with the evidence in the form
of pictures. Very soon it will be brought out together with a forensic report.

While SWAGGA is working hard in combating domestic violence, draconian
Swazi laws make it hard to work.

SWAGAA and other groups concerned with gender violence locally are
lobbying for a Domestic Violence Act that will protect all members of a family.

Dlamini explained that with the current laws, rape is only considered to have 
taken place if the man used his penis to penetrate the woman’s vagina.

“Should it be otherwise, perhaps if the man uses a stick, it is not considered 
rape. These are the laws that we would like to change. For example,
according to Swazi law, a woman who has been forcefully penetrated in the
anus (sodomised) has not been raped, and so the case will not be treated as 
a rape case.”



Widows Face Double Blow When Husbands Die
By Reverend Hanson Ngwenya

Gabisile Maseko suffered shock and humiliation when her in-laws grabbed her 
property following the death of her soldier husband. They told her she should 
surrender her homestead, her husband’s financial documents and leave
immediately after the funeral of her life long partner. 

Maseko told “Our W rite” that the action by her brother in-law has left her in a 
nightmare and a serious state of poverty. She is suffering from emotional
stress. Her children have become confused and disturbed. This is affecting
their performance at school. 

Relating the story, Gabsile said she reported the death of her husband to both 
her family and her in-laws. Several meetings took place around the funeral.
These involved mainly his sister in-law. Her mother did not attend the
meetings that were mainly held under the family avocado tree.

“As per our custom I remained covered from head to toe and would only
move out when going to answer the call of nature. My mother was always
with me to comfort and guide me since this was my first experience. We did 
not suspect anything about these secret meetings often held with a secret
agenda amidst the preparations for the funeral, “ she recalled.

She said she was shocked when they returned from the funeral to be told by 
one of her sister in-laws that the Maseko’s had resolved that she would not
wear the mourning gown because she was not the legitimate wife to their
brother since she was not married according to Swazi law and custom as her 
husbands relatives had wanted. She produced a certificate showing that they 
were married under common law.

“She told me that they did not recognize the certificate because my husband 
did wrong to marry me under the Western law instead of marrying me under 
Swazi law and custom. When I explained that it was an agreement between
my husband that we married under common law, the rest of my in-laws came 
in and said I had used traditional charm portion to deprive my husband his
manhood and that was why he agreed to the marriage which did not involve 
consultation with them,” says the widow.

Ironically, Maseko’s husband explained that her husband had not wanted
them to get married under customary law because of interference by his
family.

She said the sister in-laws threatened to tear the marriage certificate into
pieces but forcefully took the husband’s bank- book and told her they had
arranged a bakkie to get her out of the homestead which they said had to be 
handed over to their custody. 



She declined to board the bakkie and took refuge in ka Ndlunganye. “I could 
not board a bus because I was still at the primary stage of the mourning
period whereby I was supposed to be indoors for the whole month. The same 
would have applied even if I were married according to Swazi law and
custom, but my in-laws have not only doubled the pain I am in but have also 
embarrassed me to the community,” she said as she sobbed.

Maseko added that the in-laws had behaved in this manner because her
husband had left her with a few rooms to let, and was due a gratuity from the 
Um butfo Swaziland Defence Force for his twenty- year service.

She said she had been advised to seek the advice of an attorney and is ready 
to challenge the matter in court. “My husband built the main house and this
houses to let because she had emphasized he did not want the children and 
myself to suffer in case he dies first,” she said.

According to Lomcebo Dlamini of Women and the Law Southern Africa
(WLSA) property grabbing is a major problem in Swaziland. Asked why
women are involved in humiliating other women, she said sister in-laws often 
become agents of surviving brother to get certain favours in case they have a 
problems in their marriages. 

Dlamini argues that the heart of the matter is the dual system of common
and customary law. “You’ll have a learned judge sitting with two assessors
who know not about common law but are well versed with Swazi law and
custom. The influence of the assessors will be less favourable to women,” she 
said. WLSA is launching a campaign to ensure that the new Swazi
Constitution stipulates that if there is a contradiction between customary law 
and the Bill of Rights, the latter takes precedence.

Old Beliefs Die Hard
By Nhlanlha Muthunjwa

There is a saying that the more things change the more they stay the same. 
Despite all the talk on gender equality in Swaziland, gender stereotypes
remain deeply ingrained. They are often perpetuated as much by women as
they are by men.

When asked what she regarded as the role of men, Nozipho Sibandze of
Sidwashini said: “A man is the head of the family in both culturally and
biblically. He is also a provider. He is the one who has to protect and make
sure that the family is well taken care of. He is responsible in maintaining all 
the family affairs. In our times, we were not faced by these problems of
abuse.

“The problem we are facing now is that men are not educated when it comes 
to gender issues. Men should be educated when it comes to gender. This will 
make it reduce the rate of violence. I would suggest that women in our days 



should admit that men are the leaders of the family. We woman should do
our duties and make sure that we satisfy our husbands according to their
needs.”
  .
The Swaziland Association of Men (SAM) Co-ordinator Bongani Mamba added: 
“A man in a family set up is both culturally and biblically the head and
security provider of the family. A man is a symbol and God’s image while a
woman is helper and administrator. That is why children would go through
their mother for school fees. They would not approach their father directly.
They know that their mother will have a manner of presenting their request
to their father. 

“It is not anticipated anywhere that the head of the family would at some
point be brought down. I must say that men deserve to be respected just like 
woman and children. Men are human and have a right to be respected. I
would urge men to take their responsibilities of being the ruler and woman
should take it as their responsibly to make sure that a home is a home and
the children are taken care off.

“It is high time that men start working on gender issues. Men have a big role 
to play. Since men are known to be leaders, they should also do the same
when it come to gender issues. Let men act against gender abuse. Men
should know their roles and play their part as it was happening in the past.”

The Media Fuelling Gender Violence?
by Dumile Ngcamphalala 

The media in Swaziland are under fire for exposing survivors of gender
violence and protecting the perpetrators when reporting cases of gender
violence.

Public opinion on the issue has indicated that the media are not sensitive to
the need to protect survivors against secondary abuse through using their
pictures and exposing their identity when covering stories, especially those
involving sensitive cases such as rape and child abuse. 

In most cases the perpetrator is treated like a hero and the survivor as the
guilty party. A case in point was the headline in a local newspaper which read 
"Woman was happy to be raped" which portrayed the woman survivor of rape 
as guilty, while protecting the perpetrator. Apart from the woman having
been traumatized by the rape, she was further stigmatised and embarrassed
by the way the story was sensationalized in the newspaper, further adding to 
her trauma. 

Where children have been abused and involved in gender violence, the media 
has sometimes not been sensitive to protect the identity of these children as 
required by the law. Pictures of children and women survivors are scantly
disguised, leaving them exposed to stigma and victimisation. In some cases



there is no effort at all to protect the identity of the minors and survivors. One 
such case is the publication in a local paper of pictures of young girls who
were alleged to have been sexually abused by a Portuguese man. While the
girls' pictures were used in the story, the alleged perpetrator's picture was
never used in the paper. One editor attending the training workshop on
covering gender violence conceded that this indeed sometimes happens.
However, he argued that this was often due to technical hitches rather than
malicious exposure of the survivors.

In some cases the media have carried messages that overtly encourage
gender violence. One example is the radio programme
"Khalamdumbadumbane", where the presenter openly shouts "Mcoshe
Lomfati!" (Chase her away!). This sends the wrong impression to society that 
the only way to deal with problems is to chase your wife away. The radio
being the most widely accessed medium in Swaziland, has shown
irresponsibility in this regard, by misleading the nation. 

Even the court and justice system has not given recourse to survivors of
gender violence. Perpetrators are given light sentences that do not deter
them and other potential perpetrators from repeating the same offence. The
media have not taken up the responsibility to highlight these gaps in the law 
and justice systems in the country. Gabsile Nkambule of Mbabane said, "You 
end up not knowing where to go because both the media and police do not
care about the welfare of women in this country, they are only good for sex." 
This was echoed by other women interviewed who expressed concern that
survivors of gender violence, who in most cases are women are not getting
enough protection from both the law and the media. Lomcebo Dlamini of the 
Women and Law in Southern Africa (WLSA) also expressed concern that the
media are not being responsible. Sizakele Ntiwane of Mbabane said that
"women and family issues are not treated as national issues." 

Media houses need to examine themselves and the role that they should play 
in promoting a society free from gender violence. One way is to take
advantage of training courses such as the recent one co-ordinated by the
Swaziland Institute of Mass Communication and Gender Links. However, it is
sad to note that senior managers of media houses in Swaziland failed to see 
such an opportunity when they failed to attend a luncheon organized
specifically for them as a forum for learning and sharing ideas and
information on dealing with issues of gender violence in the media. This could 
be an indicator of how our media regards gender issues. 



ANNEX D:  EVALUATION

18 evaluation forms were received.  Participants made the following comments.

EXCELLENT GOOD FAIR POOR VERY
POOR

1. PROGRAMME DESIGN 9 8 1
2. PROGRAMME CONTENT 9 7 1
3. FACILITATION 6 8 4
4. GROUP WORK 5 9 5
5. DOCUMENTATION 6 10 3
6. LEARNING
OPPORTUNITY

9 7 1

7.NETWORKING
OPPORTUNITY

3 7 6

8.ADMINISTRATIVE
ARRANGEMENTS

4 6 8

COMMENTS

1. Which session did you find most useful?  Why?
4 = The field work because it was hands on.
4 = All sessions were useful.
3=The role of men in combating gender violence, because as men we need to be
educated on this issue
5 = Research and writing of stories because it was practical
1 = The feed back on stories.
4=Property grabbing, many have lost their property

2. Which session did you find least useful?  Why?
14 = None.
1=HIV/AIDS and Gender Violence, it was not looked from the point of both male 
and female
1=Abuse of men by women
1=Violence by men

3. Suggestions for follow up action.
• Return next time for another session which should involve other

countries
• Establishment of a media Watch to monitor stories on gender violence
•  Network that plans public awareness campaigns
• More workshops
• Activism through drama

4. Suggestions for making workshops of this nature more effective in
future.

• Accommodation for everyone to ensure everyone arrives on time
• Involve artists and other communicators 
• Communication between organizers and participants 
• Participants to come from other countries for wider sharing



• Invite churches
• More time for group work and discussions
• Invitations should sent out on time
• More males should be invited 
• Programme should be sent to participants before hand so that

they can research on the topics to be presented on

5. Any other comments
• Keep up the good work
• Thank you very much for the workshop, it was an eye opener
• Workshop was an encouragement on team work
• Keep the fire burning 
• Being a first of its kind, the workshop was impressive and the

panellists were well researched. 


