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Gender violence
on the rise
By Ferial Haffajee and Charles Mubambe 

The seeds have been planted, but the fruits are yet to be
harvested in the struggle against gender violence by the
fourteen member states of the Southern African Development
Community.

Country delegations yesterday presented a mixed bag of
reports at a conference to assess how far the region has come
in meeting a set of commitments they pledged themselves to
two years ago. All the countries revealed an awareness of
gender violence and most reported that they had begun mass
education campaigns to educate their citizens. “Almost every
country’s doing something. Obviously things are happening,”
said Athalia Molokomme, head of the SADC Gender Unit.

Two countries — South Africa and Mauritius — have passed
legislation to deal with domestic violence and sexual offences,
while most others have laws in the pipeline. In South Africa, the
Law Commission is considering making HIV/Aids tests
compulsory for alleged rapists, while Botswana will impose an
additional five-year sentence on rapists who test positive.

Legal reform is in progress in a majority of countries to
broaden definitions of rape and sexual violence. Many have or
are increasing the mandatory terms for rape convictions.
Botswana imposes a 10-year mandatory sentence; South Africa
15 years and Namibia 25 years.There are draft laws in process
to empower women through measures including affirmative
action (Namibia) and the repeal of discriminatory customary
laws (Malawi).

But delegations from Namibia and Mozambique yesterday
noted that despite laws against rape, the rate of this sexual
crime is increasing.While the chairperson of the conference
session pointed out that the rate of rape reporting may be
increasing because there is growing consciousness, their
concerns highlight the fact that combating gender violence is
about more than laws.

The SADC Addendum commits governments to:

● Specific measures to deal with gender violence
● Recognising a wide range of violence in the

family and the community
● Enacting domestic violence and sexual offences

legislation
● Reviewing harmful traditional practices
● Public awareness campaigns including

partnership with media
● Extending services to women

Fighting secretariat, fighting violence: Programme
Officer Christine Warioba 

Continued on page 8
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ANGOLA
More than 9,000 cases of gender violence have been reported in Angola after
the signing of the Addendum in 1997. Much of this violence has its roots in
culture. Domestic violence accounts for 60 per cent of gender violence; rape
for 30 per cent and unspecified cases one per cent. Several women’s
organisations have joined forces to establish a support centre for victims of
domestic violence. Since June 1999, 10 cases have been attended to.This does
not mean, however, that the rate of domestic violence has stopped; it is simply
that there are few women willing to come forward. – Delfina Mugabe

BOTSWANA 
Several laws have been amended since 1997.The Penal Code became gender
neutral in defining rape.The sentences were also raised to a minimum of 10
years. Should the convict test positive for HIV/AIDS without prior knowledge
of their status, they get five more years. If the convict was aware of their
HIV/AIDS status, the minimum is 20 years and the maximum life.The same
applies to defilement of young girls and women with disabilities. Suspects are
also denied bail. Sexual harassment was also provided in the Public Service Act
in 1999. Institutions such as the University of Botswana and the Bank of
Botswana have since followed suit.The amendments did not, however, take
into account issues such as health.Although courts demand medical reports,
this is not mentioned as part of the process in assisting women who have
been violated. – Lerato Pilane

THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF
CONGO
When men beat their wives here, culture is often used as justification. Men
also get away with refusing to pay maintenance where they are separated
from spouses in formal employment.The rights and welfare of children are
not protected, according to recent research on the legal provisions. Instead,
laws tend to give men authority over women, thus legalising the violation of
their rights. But the report is silent on women’s involvement in peace
processes and conflict resolution, although war is cited as a major factor in
violence against women. – Alice Kwaramba

Conference
Notes
By Sarry Xoagus-
Eises

What do delegates expect
to see at the end of this
conference? We put the
question to several
country representatives.
Here’s a sample of their
responses:

“I am not impressed at all
because men are under-
represented at this workshop.
How can we change the situation
if we are not invited in big
numbers to also share our
experiences?” – Tsepo Khuele,
delegate, Lesotho

“I hope the meeting will come up
with a well defined programme
of action to guide member
countries.The language should
also be simple... For example, the
Addendum should be simplified.”
— Ndahafa Nghifindaka,
head of the Namibian
delegation.

“We hope that at the end of the
conference all governments will
have taken note that they need
to put in place measures that will
eradicate and eliminate all forms
of violence against women and
children.” — Lisebo Chaka-
Makhooane, resident
magistrate, Lesotho.

“The presentation of documents
is good, but there is doubt about
the implementation process. It is
just too bad that we Angolans
cannot communicate with other
SADC women outside the
conference room.” — Maria
Medina, delegate,Angola.

“Violence has not been defined
well enough for the ordinary
person on the street. More
debates are needed to address
this issue.” — Mats’eliso
Mapetla, Gender
Researcher, Lesotho.

Country reports

TANZANIA
Following amendments to the constitution this year, the Human Rights
Commission will be created to work towards prevention and eradication of
violence against women and  children. The Sexual Offences Special Provision
Act of 1998 provides for a minimum of 30 years in jail for rapists. Partnerships
have been forged with media and non-governmental organisations to
popularise legal chances and mobilise communities to act on sexual abuse cases
and provide legal aid and counselling for survivors.The killing of aged women
on suspicion of witchcraft has been debated in parliament and at a national
symposium during the I999 celebrations to mark International Women’s Day.
New laws are being drafted to conform with international conventions on
women’s rights. – Ananilea Nkya
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Malawi
The Law Commission of Malawi has undertaken a
comprehensive review of the Penal Code. As a result, the
Inheritance Act has made it criminal for relatives of
deceased men to grab property from widows. Prostitution
and trafficking in women is also prohibited by law.The
maintenance fee for a child born out of wedlock has been
revised upward from 30 US cents to US$3 in the

amended Affiliation Act. And a Gender Desk has been set
up to look into gender perspectives in the law.
Studies show that culture has conditioned women and
children, especially girls, to tolerate domestic violence and
accept it as the norm.“Women in work places are
subjected to injustices and violent acts such as, rape,
harassment, deprivation of basic rights and freedoms. –
Moffat Kondowe

Namibia
Namibia is one of the few countries with constitutional
provisions that automatically turn international and
regional instruments that have been ratified into domestic
law. Shelters have been established in major towns to help
abused women.The Ministry of Women Affairs and Child
Welfare is strengthening its institutional mechanisms so
that women and girls can report violence in a safe and

confidential environment.About one in five violent crime
cases occur within the domestic context. Men commit 80
per cent of domestic violence cases reported to the
police, with 68 per cent of all domestic crimes in the
complainant’s home.The overall percentage of domestic
violence cases that resulted in convictions is 21 per cent,
despite the fact the majority of complainants withdraw
most cases. – Sarry Xoagus-Eises and Marina Matundu 

Mauritius
Mauritius presents a contrast in laws on violence against
women. On the one hand, the Protection from Domestic
Violence Act of 1997 covers protection orders restraining
a spouse from conduct that may be constituted as
domestic violence. Occupancy orders grant exclusive
rights to the victim to live in the family residence and
tenancy orders give the victim the right to occupy rented
accommodation.The welfare of children is also taken into
consideration. But, on the other hand, the Criminal Code
stipulates that “manslaughter committed by any person on

his spouse as well as on her accomplice at the very
moment he finds them in the act of adultery is
excusable”. Research on domestic violence conducted in
1999 suggested that the law should be amended to
provide for protection of other members of the family.
Though sexual harassment was included in the Criminal
Code in 1998, the legislation has not been very effective.
It covers sexual harassment by an employer but left out
co-workers, colleagues or clients. There is no provision in
labour legislation on sexual harassment at work. Marital
rape is not an offence under the current law. – Loga
Virahsawmy

Zimbabwe
Zimbabwe’s Bill on Violence, which treats domestic
violence as any other form of assault, has drawn the
wrath of women activists, who argue that it minimises the
violence that occurs within the family unit.The poverty
line, currently pegged  at Z$8,000 is above the income of
three-quarters of the nation, leading to family tensions
and possibly violence.The Msasa Project handled about
2,500 cases of domestic violence in 1999.Violence also

restricts women’s participation in politics. Power dynamics
have forced women to put up with violence at home, in
the workplace, and in educational institutions and other
public places. From 1995 to June 2000, 334 women were
killed in domestic violence and 991 committed suicide as
a result of turmoil at home. Societal attitudes, lack of
access to legal assistance and a dual system of law have
conspired to deny women protection.A Bill on marital
rape was withdrawn from parliament. – Joyce Makwenda

The Seychelles
The new Family Violence Protection Act, passed in March
this year, ensures that victims of violence do not have to
seek shelter elsewhere. Instead, it is the perpetrator of a
reported violence who must shift from home. Other
recent success stories include the establishment of the
Social Development Strategy beyond the year 2000 and
the formation of the National Commission for Child
Protection and the National Child Care Committee.The

country also has a specialised team of protection officials.
Local people are encouraged to take part in campaigns
and projects to eradicate violence against women. In
1999, 244 domestic violence cases were reported for
probation and 100 were taken to the family tribunal for
adjudication.The ratio of men to women stands at
104:100.A number of studies have been commissioned,
the latest a social study on alcohol consumption. –
Ahmed Merere

• The rest of the country reports will appear tomorrow
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M O Z A M B I Q U E

How much
more evidence
is required for
action?
By Mouzinho Nicols

Today, Mozambican journalists mourn the death of
Carlos Cardoso, a colleague assassinated in
unexplained circumstances. His family lives in fear
as journalists ponder the state of press freedom in
the country.

Let us not deceive ourselves: we all experience fear in the
face of danger. Former South African President Nelson
Mandela captured these sentiments when he said:
“Courage is not the absence of fear, but the ability to
conceal it.”

The Cardoso case is enough evidence that there is
violence in Mozambique.Women are among the main
targets of that violence. It translates into physical, verbal
and psychological abuse.There is no simple explanation

for violence, but we can single out a few factors: poverty,
stress and alcohol and drug abuse.

In Africa, there is an additional factor that we ignore at
our own peril: the gender hierarchy and power sharing
within the family that places women at the bottom of the
heap. Inequalities between men and women create

conditions for violence against women.

I do not believe we should wait until we establish the
reasons for violence before we act; we know enough to
take some action now. Someone who commits a violent
act against another should be held responsible for his or
her own behaviour. Society must do its best to eradicate
violence and give concrete support to victims.

Violence affects us all. It cuts across the cultural, religious
and regional boundaries and through all social strata.
Everyone – women, men and children – can fall victim. But
the data available indicates that it is the weakest who
suffer most, particularly women and children.

Violence causes a great deal of upheaval in women’s lives.
Until very recently, public discussion of this issue was
taboo for many people.The women concerned feel
ashamed and fearful.They hold the pain within themselves,
particularly when their experiences are classified as
“domestic violence”.

The consequences of violence: it destroys the victim, both
physically and psychologically, and leaves the victim
traumatised for life – that is, if she survives the
experience. Depression, humiliation and a deep fear are
common among violated people.They lose their self-
esteem, confidence and sense of security.Worse still, they
may develop guilt and believe that they are responsible for
the violence. Sometimes the woman will vent her
frustrations on her children, setting in motion a vicious
cycle of violence through the generations.

There are people who argue that women like to be
beaten, believing it is a sign of love. But I refuse to believe
that more than half the world is comprised of masochists.
Women sometimes tolerate violence because of financial
constraints or because they see no way out of the
situation.What would become of a woman should she
complain about the breadwinner in her family is a
question that many women in violent relationships ask.

Mozambican organisations have formed a group called “All
Against Violence” that brings together leading women’s
organisations.The project kicked off a year ago and works
in four sectors: civic education; legal reforms; support for
victims of violence and research on the extent of violence
against women.

At least 50 per cent of cases that the Maputo Forensic
Department deals with are the result of violence against
women. Of the 1,334 violence cases reported in 1998, 298
involved bodily harm against women and 132 were sexual
offences.There can be no greater evidence of the need to
act against gender-based violence.

Mouzinho Nicols shares his message
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By Joyce Jenje-Makwenda

Jesika, 22, sits in her family’s home in Mutoko,
Zimbabwe, holding her two-year-old daughter on
her lap. She is barely able to conceal her grief
during a discussion of her marriage.

“There is nothing that she can do,” says her mother,
Takazvida, who would like to help her, but claims she
cannot.Then, in a low voice that I can barely hear amid
the tears, Jesika utters some of the few words that she
will say to me:“There is nothing I can do.”

Even compared with marriages involving extreme physical
and mental violence, Jesika’s situation is particularly cruel.
She is married to a ghost.The
extraordinary union, designed
to appease an avenging spirit,
is not uncommon among the
Matoko, who live near the
border with Mozambique.

The story of Jesika’s marriage
begins with a series of deaths
in her family. Her father died
20 years ago during
Zimbabwe’s struggle for
independence; her uncle was
murdered and a car ran over
her grandfather.Anxious to
identify the cause of their
misfortune, the family
conducted a bira, a night-time
ritual in which spirits are called upon through dancing and
the playing of a mbira (thumb piano).

During the ceremony, the spirit of a man named Jabulani is
said to have spoken through Jesika’s aunt. Jabulani, who
came from Mozambique to work for Jesika’s family, was
reportedly killed brutally by his employers. In Matoko
culture, explained an uncle,Taisekwa, it was not
uncommon for employers to kill a servant who reached
marriageable age but remained single, lest he fall in love
with their wives or their daughters.

Jesika’s family was convinced that Jabulani’s spirit had
cursed them in revenge for his inability to procreate.The
only solution, they believed, was to give him a wife who
would bear him children.“Human blood should be
replaced with human blood, and the children he did not
have should be born as he wished,” said Taisekwa.

Jesika was chosen since she was a close relative of those
killed and also suffered a mental illness believed to be part
of  Jabulani’s curse. Jesika’s family offered a dowry of nine
cows and a delegation travelled to Mozambique. None of
Jabulani’s relatives were found and she was given most of
the cows to provide for herself and any offspring.

She was permitted to choose a man to father her
children. But the potential surrogate father — a young
man named Tapiwa — had to first seek Jabulani’s
permission in a special ceremony to avoid being charged
with adultery. Since Jesika is married to someone else,
Tapiwa has no claim to his biological daughter.

I ask Jesika what she wants.“I want to go back to school
and take a dress-making
course,” Jesika says. Jesika’s
family objects, believing the
more contact she has with the
outside world, the greater the
chances she will flee.

The family is haunted by what
happened to an aunt who fled
to Harare to escape the ghost
marriage.The woman died
mysteriously.“Maybe her aunt
died of natural causes,” I
suggest.“It was the avenging
spirits,” insists Takazvida.

Another aunt,Winnie, ran off to
work as a housemaid in Harare.

“I don’t know how that one managed to do it. But the
problem is that she is now an outcast in the family, and
you never know when one day misfortune will follow her,”
said Takazvida.

I find Winnie, who seems to be doing well.“I would rather
die than spend all my life in a walking prison,” said Winnie.
“I did not see those deaths come to an end because I was
given away, and yet I was supposed to stay with this ghost
husband forever.”

When I contact Anna, another aunt, she tells me that
Jesika has separated from Tapiwa and is in love with
another man. She would like to be set free. But another
relative would have to take her place and begin the
process again.“There is nothing she can do!” Anna says.

Married to a ghost

Illustration by David Hlongwane — First published in Agenda Vol. 16 1993

First published on the WIN magazine website www.winmagazine.org

Z I M B A B W E
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It’s business as
usual in Maseru
By Tariro Makanga, Modesta Chileshe,
Thandiwe Solwandle and Peter
McKenzie

Maseru herbalist Paulo Machabe may just have
the final solution to gender violence. He stocks a
fine line in love potions guaranteed to turn violent
men into loving and caring people. If only life was
that simple!

We found Machabe hard at work in Maseru market. Do
they know there is a conference on gender violence in
Maseru? No, came the answer.All women interviewed
yesterday declared it was the first time they were hearing
of the conference.

All the same, they had a great deal to say about violence
against women. Malikhomo Makeka said reporting gender
violence is a “headache” because police do not take them
seriously.“If you go to report the men at the police
station, they send you back to discuss the matter with
your husband, who will beat you again for reporting him,”
she said.

The absence of maintenance courts is a major problem,
said Puleng Mohapi.Women remain in abusive
relationships because of economic disadvantages where
men are breadwinners.

Molefi Mokitimi, who heard of the conference on radio,
said:“It is not good for any partner to beat up another
partner. Men and women should love each other as well
as their children.” One could not hurt those they loved,
he pointed out. But what of battered men, he wanted to
know.

Lay of the land: a guide to the
secret life of Maseru
By Chloe Hardy and Treaty Makoae-Mosese

Rea o amohela Lesotho!  The Mountain Kingdom is renowned
for its friendliness, so take some time out of your busy schedule
to enjoy the charming capital. Here are some ideas for your
pleasure and leisure.

SHOPPING TIPS
If you’re in need of basics or groceries, Shoprite Checkers on
Kingsway is conveniently located. Smart shoppers head for
Sales House and Jet for quality clothing (and for warm jerseys, if
you’ve come unprepared for the rainy weather).

For souvenirs and traditional crafts, visit the Basotho Hat and
Basotho Shield buildings. The Basotho Hat, a distinctive
landmark and source of national pride, was destroyed in the
1998 riots, but has been rebuilt. Locals will tell you that it’s
even lovelier than before.

EATING OUT
Tired of hotel food?  The restaurant on the upper level of the
Basotho Hat comes highly recommended for a romantic dinner.

But for a taste of traditional Sesotho fare, try the restaurant at
the Victoria Hotel at lunchtime on Wednesday, when they dish
up a variety of local specialities.

Maseru loves fast food, so for take-aways pop into Steers, KFC
or Glendo’s on Kingsway. Nando’s in industrial area and
Mochacho’s near the bus stop serve spicy grilled chicken.

The bad news is that you’ll have to stick to room service for a
cup of coffee. Maseru’s favourite coffee shops were burnt down
in the riots.

NIGHTLIFE
Maseru is quiet during the week, but lively crowds gather day
and night for beer at informal restaurants, like “Snack Bar” on
the traffic circle.

The city’s only nightclub, at the Victoria Hotel, is notoriously
rowdy. For a quieter evening, relax at the Victoria Hotel
balcony and beer garden, and watch the passing scene.

OTHER NOCTURNAL ACTIVITIES
While sampling Maseru’s pleasures, take heed of the signs
placed along Kingsway, and remember to practice safer sex!

A chance to have their say: Reporting domestic violence is a
“headache”
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Off the Beat

Of conferences and casinos
A handsome young SADC delegate attending the
conference stopped a reporter along the hotel corridor,
beaming from ear to ear. Asked why he looked so happy
he replied,“Oh!!!  Gambling my dear”. After a hectic day
of conferencing, a number of SADC delegates were
spotted trying their luck at the slot machines- no doubt
gambling away their precious per diems.

One male delegate spent 200 Maloti, lost, bought himself
a can of beer, and sat
blankly in front of the
machine.Another male
delegate who risked
M3.00, hit the jackpot
when he won M900.00.
A single man, the delegate
said he had no intention
of going back to his
country. He said, laughing,
that he wanted to spend
the rest of his life in
Lesotho gambling, in
order to become a
millionaire, and later get
married to a beautiful
Mosotho lady who has
“never been violated”
before.“How would you
know if she had been
violated or not before?” the reporter asked. He just
laughed.

The third male delegate interviewed revealed that he
was scared and ashamed to go back to his homeland
because he had spent all his allowance and monthly salary
on gambling, and had no money left. He had lost in all the
games. He said if he went back to his country, his wife
would demand the shoes that she had asked him to buy
for their son. He confessed that he was sorry, and pleaded
with the reporter to phone his wife on his behalf to ask
for forgiveness.

Meanwhile, a middle aged woman delegate tried to
gamble on a M1.00 machine, but got distracted as the
couple next to her started quarrelling. It ended with the
man slapping the woman.The delegate said she
immediately thought of the conference.“This made me
very angry, and I decided to go to bed because that man
spoiled my good gambling evening. I will never forget this
horrible incident. I will never forgive this man, and I will
never get involved in gambling again lest I see another
violent incident in the gambling room,” she vowed.

Which all left this reporter wondering why there were
so many more men than women at the gambling
machines, who really wins and loses in this game, and just
how compatible the casino is with the conference next
door... — Treaty Makoae-Mosese

Turning the tables
Can a woman rape a man? An odd question one might say.
But participants at this conference have been deeply
engrossed in the subject.The question raised considerable
interests in our newsroom here. And the main conclusion
that came out was, NO WAYS!

It all started when the question, what do you do about
women who rape men, was posed during a plenary
session on country reports yesterday.“A woman cannot
rape a man but can sexually harass a man,” said Rachel
Simbabure, a delegate from Zimbabwe.“Rape entails actual
penetration and the person cannot penetrate when he is

not aroused. It is sexual
harassment that is very
common.’’

But has it ever
happened anywhere? “I
don’t know. But I don’t
think it has ever
happened.When you talk
of actual raping, it’s
something else,’’ said
Simbabure. One male
delegate had a different
view:“The way a woman
could do it is to put a
man in a situation where
he has no choice but to
do it. Men usually refer
to this as rape because
you have no interest in
the woman and the

woman forces you to do it.’’ Could this be a case of the
Chinese proverb: “If rape is inevitable, relax and enjoy it”?

No Room at the Inn
A few Tanzanian delegates have been stranded at
Johannesburg airport since Saturday because they did not
have advance visas for Lesotho and so were barred from
boarding the plane. Just to add to the confusion one of
the delegates here accidentally picked up one of the
stranded delegates bags. The two estranged Tanzanians
have since Saturday been trying to make contact — and
exchange bags.They have not been able to. No hotel in
the vicinity of Johannesburg airport has their names.
Rumour has it that the stranded Tanzanians have been
forced to sleep in the lounge of Johannesburg
International Airport because there is no room at the inn
this Christmas!

Under the Umbrella
There’s a bright side to the wet weather. It’s given us a
chance to talk to all these amiable guys carrying umbrellas
to and from the main SADC Conference. One of them
told a media participant: “Where would I ever get the
chance of talking to people like you? Maseru is indeed a
great place!”

Cartoon by Zapiro
First published in Sowetan 7/8/98 and reproduced from Reclaiming Women’s Spaces, Nisaa Institute for Women’s
Development
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Rhetoric and
reality
The first day of the SADC Conference on
the Prevention and Eradication of Violence
Against Women and Children kicked off on
a high note with member states reporting a
number of positive initiatives to combat
violence against women and children.

Legal reforms clearly dominated in terms of
strategies that countries have put in place
to address the numerous challenges they
face.This demonstrates that most countries
recognise that legislation is key to
combating violence against women and
children.

But a number of critical questions remain
unanswered. Are these legal reforms
supported by adequate mechanisms on the
ground in order for them to work? 

Women and children in conflict situations
bear a particularly heavy burden. For
example, with the raging war in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, many
women have raped, maimed, murdered and
hundreds of children orphaned. But how
many women do we see at the peace
negotiating tables, or at least as a minimum
requirement, are their views sought?

As demonstrated in the case of Mauritius,
which has decentralised services to other
parts of the country, resources are critical.
Have the various strategies adopted by
SADC countries been costed? Have they
been budgeted for?   We have come a long
way in talking the talk. How far are we in
walking the walk to a region free of gender-
based violence?

Continued from page 1

8

SADC Conference On The Prevention And
Eradication Of Violence Against Women And
Children

Prpgramme for Tuesday 12 December 2000

Session 1 Chair: Swaziland

08:00 Group discussion on best
practices and gaps in implementing
the following measures under the
Addendum:
• Legal
• Social, economic, cultural and
political
• Services and structures
• Education, training and awareness
building

11:00 Break

Session 2 Chair: South Africa

11:30 Group reports

13:00 Lunch

Session 3 Chair: Seychelles

14:00 Plenary presentations by
SADC co-operating partners in the
field of violence against women and
children (Common Wealth
Secretariat, UNIFEM, SARDC, IPS,
WILDAF)

16:00 Break

16:30 Discussion

17:30 Play on Violence Against
Women

18:00 End of day

The application of the addendum remains patchy. Important areas,
including services and harmful traditional practices, have largely been
ignored. A successful onslaught on violence against women in the
region is dependent on the pledge made in Durban two years being
treated as a package.

Moreover, in the two years since the Addendum was signed in
Durban, new forms of violence have emerged in the region. As the
HIV/Aids pandemic has begun to peak, it has brought a dark scourge
raised by delegation after delegation. Child rape has increased rapidly
as the myth that having sex with a virgin will “cleanse” HIV-positive
men of the infection.

In addition, the war in Democratic Republic of Congo has drawn
five Southern African countries onto either side of the battle and the
civil war in Angola is also continuing. Consequently, women now
experiencing a renewed wave of war conflict, another form of
endemic violence in the region. Molokomme says that a new area for
activism next year will include demands by women to be part of
peace building and peace making.

Facilitator Gladys Mutukwa of Women in Law and Development
said programmes on violence against women focused primarily on
meting out punishment on the culprit while the victim remained
traumatised. In cases of sexual abuse, there was need to take into
account factors such as long-term physical and psychological effects of
sexual violence on the victim and the risks of sexually transmitted
infections during the sentencing process.

Gender violence...


