
By Lewis Machipisa

While there is a growing
awareness of gender-based
violence in the Southern

African Development Community
(SADC), measures to combat it remain
inadequate and ineffective.This is the
main conclusion to emerge from the
week-long conference to take stock of
progress since the signing, two years ago,
of an addendum to the SADC
Declaration on Gender and
Development on the Eradication of
Violence Against Women and Children.

The Addendum commits governments to
specific measures to deal with gender
violence, reviewing harmful traditional
practices and extending services to women. It
specified that governments should meet
before the end of 2000 to review progress
towards these objectives.

Only Malawi and Namibia have
constitutional provisions that make ratified
international law automatically applicable
under domestic law. But even in these

countries, parliamentarians are often not fully
aware of the provisions of the Addendum.

Two countries of the 14 SADC countries
did not submit reports.Those who did were
short on detail and statistics. Only two
countries — South Africa and Mauritius —
have specific legislation for addressing violence
against women. But they have not provided
the requisite budgetary allocations to them
effect.

Other SADC countries, says Stella Makanya
of Women in Law and Development
(WiLDAF) which assisted in the preparation
of the country reports,“have no legislation on
domestic violence in particular. Some
(Botswana, Malawi, Namibia,Tanzania, Zambia
and Zimbabwe) have draft bills that are still
going through the process of becoming law.
Others have interpreted constitutional
provisions and amended existing laws to cover
issues of domestic violence.” 

According to the synthesis of country
reports, in all SADC countries there are high
levels of tolerance and acceptance of violence
against women and children.There is a
tendency to think that women who are raped

or harassed call it upon themselves by the
way they dress or respond to harassment.The
judicial systems in most countries punish the
victims who report cases of violence against
women and girls.

Although more reports of violence within
the family are being exposed, a deafening
silence still shrouds gender violence.The
existence of dual legal systems in most
countries compounds efforts to seek
solutions to the problem.

Services to survivors of gender-based
violence are limited, especially in rural
communities.There are not enough qualified
personnel to implement and monitor the
impact of the measures taken. Communities
are not sufficiently sensitised to the problem
for them to monitor implementation.The
report calls for strategies on violence against
women from the perspective of the victim.

None of the reports reviewed addressed
the issue of the high and increasing numbers
of children living on the streets. One of the
most glaring gaps is the lack of uniformity in 
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Break the silence
— Lesotho Premier
By Ahmed Merere and
Mookho Kobeli

Lesotho Prime Minister Pakalitha Mosisili has
called on countries of the Southern African
Development Community (SADC) to break the
silence against gender-based violence.
Opening the SADC Conference on the
Eradication of Violence Against Women and
Children the Lesotho premier declared that
“Condemnation alone is not enough. Decisive
action is required for this challenge to make the
right decisions to be able to restore the
birthright and dignity of women”.
Mosilili said that customs, culture and traditions
included old tenets which countries could draw
from to give back women’s dignity.
“We must declare unequivocally that enough is
enough,” the Premier said. It is common
knowledge that the SADC region, and Africa in
general, he noted, is facing a serious challenge
stopping and eradicating the violation of women’s
rights in society, in the home and the work place
and regrettably even in religious institutions.

Waste no time,
delegates urgePeace in the home —

still a long way to go
By Sarry Xoagus-Eises 
The Southern African Development Community
(SADC) Addendum on the Eradication of
Violence Against Women and Children needs to
be brought out of the closet and publicised,
delegates meeting at the conference here this
week agreed.

“Strike while the iron is hot. Implement while
peoples’ minds are still fresh. Don’t delay the
process,” Tsepo Khuele, a Lesotho delegate,
implored other delegates.

For Lifa Liphola, a Lesotho government official,
there is still a lot of education to be done.
“There are some men who resist change, it will
take a while to bring them on board.”  

Power play: Audience applaud
Secrets of the Owl, an outstanding
performance by Namibian actress
Tutu Malamamfunu on women’s
power
• See page 8
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By Alice Kwaramba

Following on the Beijing Declaration
and Platform For Action, seven
countries in the SADC region -

Botswana, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique,
Namibia, South Africa and Swaziland —
identified gender violence as a critical area
of concern and a national priority.

In almost all the SADC countries, violence
has been narrowly defined by society to entail
illegal and criminal acts of force. However, a
closer look at the region indicates that gender
violence is much more complex. For instance,
there is widespread violation of one’s
psychological and emotional wellbeing, and
other related threats and arbitrary deprivations
of liberties in both the private and public
domains.

In the private domain, gender violence is
mainly manifested as domestic violence, which
is characterised by use of force within the
home and family set-up. In most countries in
the region, domestic violence is not recognised
legally and is often regarded as assault.

Domestic violence is prevalent in the family
and marriage institutions, where it is often
inflicted by husbands, brothers-in-law, fathers-in-
law and mothers-in-law, among other relatives,
due to the patrilineal culture in most of the
region. In such cultures, a woman is married
not just to her husband, but to his entire family,
thus giving his relations some power to control
her. In a femicide study conducted by WiLDAF
in Zimbabwe in 1994, 26 per cent of murders
of women were perpetrated by a family
member other than the husband.This figure
was nine per cent in Botswana and 11 per cent
in Swaziland and Zambia.

Sexual violence is also another dimension of
gender violence within the private domain in
southern Africa.The most common form of
sexual violence in the region, as in other parts
of the world, is rape. But there are other forms
of sexual violence that are not so obvious. For
instance, a man can use various forms of
coercion, including controlling the woman’s
sexuality. Culture is often used as an excuse for
exerting this control. In most societies in the
region, men claim the cultural right to decide
how and when to have sex.Women are not
expected to negotiate sex, which is culturally
regarded as the prerogative of men, including

the right to chastise their wives as and when
they wish.This cultural construction of
sexuality often leads to marital rape, which
most societies in the region have not
recognised as a matter warranting legal
provisions.

In the public domain, violence against
women is generally manifested in the violation
of women’s rights to resources and
opportunities.Women are treated as second-
rate citizens in most countries in the region
and are denied equal access to resources and
opportunities as men. In the workplace, women
are often harassed sexually by their superiors.

Psychological or mental torture and threats,
regarded by many as being worse than physical
violence, are not recognised by the law in most
countries in the region, leaving women
vulnerable to abuse by men.

Governments in the region have taken some
measures to eradicate gender violence. Many
countries have done a great deal of work in
terms of education, training and awareness
building, including training of service providers
such as police officers, prison officers, justice
officers among others.

However, there has been little progress in
the critical area of legal reform. Mauritius,
Namibia, Seychelles,Tanzania and South Africa
have undertaken some legal reforms.The
Namibian government this year passed the
Combating Rape Bill, which proposes a
minimum six-year sentence.The Bill also
redefines rape to reflect the reality that boys
and men can be raped too.

Seychelles has passed the Family Violence
Protection of Victims Act, which aims to
prevent domestic violence and seeks to
empower the Family Tribunal, established under
the Children’s Act, to entertain applications for
protection orders. It will make orders to
ensure the protection of members of families
and their property against domestic violence.

Mauritius passed the Domestic Violence Act
in 1997, which has since been amended, to
protect women from domestic violence. Other
Acts introduced in that country to protect the
rights and welfare of women and children
include the Child Protection  (Miscellaneous)
Act, the Criminal Code (Amendment) Act and
the criminal Code Supplementary
(Amendment) Act enacted by the National
Assembly in 1998.

Section 254 of the Criminal Code was
amended to criminalise sexual harassment, with
the penalty being more severe if the victim is a
minor or is mentally handicapped.The Act also
makes abandonment of a family or a pregnant
wife or ill treatment of children criminal
offences that are punishable by law.

Tanzania enacted the Sexual Offences
Provision Act in 1998, as an amendment to the
Penal Code.The Act contains special provisions
regarding rape, unnatural sexual offences,
prostitution, trafficking of persons for the
purposes of trading in sex, child sexual abuse,
sexual harassment and female genital
mutilation.

South Africa’s Domestic Violence Act of 1998
allows battered spouses to obtain a court order
against a partner and recognises rape in
marriage.The Equality and Prevention of Unfair
Discrimination Act of 2000, states that “gender
discrimination constitutes gender violence”.

The country has also created a more user-
friendly system for victims of gender violence,
by simplifying procedures. Zambia and
Zimbabwe have also created such systems,
especially for child victims of rape and abuse, to
sensitise policy makers and law enforcement
agents on the effects of domestic violence
among other forms of violence on women. In
Zimbabwe, the Musasa Project shelter’s women
victims of gender violence.

Civil society has also played a critical role in
the region in raising awareness and lobbying
and advocating for violence free societies and
communities. In Angola, for instance, centres
have been established by the Angolan Women’s
Organisation to give battered women legal
assistance. In Mozambique, organisations
involved in gender issues have come together
under the name “All Against Violence” to run a
programme covering civic education, support
for victims of gender violence, and lobbying for
the reform of laws that violate women’s rights.

In Lesotho, civic organisations marked the
Rape Alliance Day with a peaceful march to the
office of the Minister of Justice and Human
Rights to present a petition calling for speedy
disposal of rape cases. Consequantly, the Sexual
Offences Bill 2000 was drafted. In Swaziland,
the Action Group Against Abuse launched a
white ribbon campaign.

2 Context and budgets December 16 2000

Ferial Haffajee

Governments in the Southern
African Development Community
need to show that they put their

money where their mouths are.
A crucial area that has escaped
investigation during the conference is the
extent to which countries’ budget for the
programmes and policies they pass.

It’s not much use passing progressive
gender policies when there is no budget for
them.

A clause in the addendum on gender
violence committed signatories to
“allocating the necessary resources to
ensure the implementation and
sustainability of the programmes”. But only
three countries out of 14 countries
reported on this aspect and then in a very
scant form. This should be one of the key
areas of government reports because
unfunded laws and policies mean very little
for the women they are supposed to
benefit.

Government delegations have not yet
made the connection between economics
and gender advancement it appears.
Budgeting for gender violence
programmes, services and legal reform
implementation should be a central and
not a peripheral part of the Addendum.

“Very few strategies have reached all the
way down (from government policy to
grassroots implementation) because there
are few financial, human and physical
resources.We live in an era of budget cut-
backs,” says Stella Makanya of the Women
in Law and Development in Africa.Yet in

order to make law reforms to bear fruit,
they must work for the most marginalised
women, who are usually rural-dwellers.This
requires great resources to “help them
maneuver through the laws.”

Makanya said that while delegates had
been impressed with legal reforms in
countries like South Africa and Mauritius,
there had been little information on
implementation strategies.“What we

haven’t
learnt

from

South
Africa is

how effective
the law’s been on the ground.” Success on
the ground depends on adequate resources.

Under the yoke of structural
adjustment, it’s crucial for gender activists
to push for women’s budgets where a
female fiscal eye is cast over the national
purse to ensure that the budget is
reprioritised. In South Africa, one of two
countries which have passed domestic
violence legislation, a Gender Advocacy
Programme (GAP) research report called
“Making the Act Work” says that its crucial
for existing budgets to be reprioritised
toward gender programmes.“We can’t

always be asking for more money,” says
researcher Tanya Goldman.After the
passage of the Domestic Violence Act in
South Africa in December 1999, GAP
carried out the research to cost the
legislation and to ensure that it was
adequately funded.

Goldman recommended that a portion
of the police budget be specifically ear-
marked for a women’s safety fund that is
used for training officials on the act and
ensuring that resources are transferred to
high-incidence areas. She also said it was
crucial that budgets were found for
specialist services in the criminal justice
system to ensure that domestic violence
was not crowded out by a basket of
pressing priorities.

“Given other pressures on police and
the justice system, the Act could easily
prove ineffective if it is not prioritised in
practical terms.”

Rural women’s access to justice was a
vital area for budget and policy attention. It
might be necessary, for example, to
consider establishing mobile rural courts.

In the region, the Addendum’s provision
for adequate resources is also important
because mass media campaigns create
expectations and can increase demand for
services.

In Mauritius, the first SADC country to
pass domestic violence legislation, they
have also fund that a lack of budgets can
hamper the implementation of the law.The
island is currently reviewing the
implementation of the legislation, but point
out that it’s somewhat easier to overcome
the challenges of effective implementation
on a small and relatively prosperous island.

Money could make you a world of difference

Rights delayed are rights denied

Cartoon by Zapiro
First published in Sowetan 8/8/98 and reproduced from Reclaiming Women’s Spaces, Nisaa Institute for Women’s Development



3

the definition of a child in statutes.This, notes
the report, creates loop-holes for the abuse of
children.

The Addendum recommends the adoption
of a legally binding instrument, but this did not
receive much attention in the assessment
conference held in Maseru this week.

Namibia’s Minister for Women’s Affairs,
Netumbo Ndaitwah, feels that it’s not essential
to bind countries. “Although it’s not a legally
binding instrument, it is a useful working
instrument,”  she says of the addendum.

With the 14 signatures of the SADC heads
of government or state gracing both the SADC
Declaration (1997) and the Addendum (1998)
on gender violence, Ndaitwah sees sufficient
political commitment.

“We feel that since we have signatures of
our head of states, it’s a very important
instrument that we have to make use of at all
times as our guiding principles in dealing with
issues of violence against women and children,’’
the Namibian minister says. ‘’Even though a
declaration is not legally binding it’s a very
useful document because it sets regional

norms and standards that  agree on as a
collective of countries.’’ 

“I would like to see us move in the medium
term to legal binding instruments. But I would
rather in the short term spend time in really
doing capacity building and enabling our
countries to put these measures into place
instead of rushing to getting legal binding
instruments,’’ says Athalia  Molokomme, head
of the SADC Gender Unit..

She does see not much sense in getting a
legally binding instrument and getting women
suing their countries for not putting measures
into place when the governments lack the
capacity to implement the measures in the first
place.

Besides,“You can come up with legal binding
instruments but some countries will not ratify
it,’’ she notes.

Reparations for victims of gender violence,
another recommendation in the Addendum,
also received scant issue this week. This clause
commits states to take appropriate measures
to impose penalties and punishment for gender
violence.

Only South Africa mentions the issue in the
context of a recommendation made by its Law

Commission in 1997 for compensation of
victims of crime.The paper is still under
discussion and it is hoped that victims of
domestic violence  and other sexual offenses
will be covered by any such legislation.

Namibia is considering the matter. “When
we were debating the Combating of Rape Bill
in Namibia, the issue of reparations was raised.
But it is not incorporated into the Act.We are
still seriously looking at it,” Ndaitwah said.“The
victim needs to somehow get some
compensation but that person needs to be
helped in so many ways.You can get counselling
which will give mental satisfaction. But if you
combine mental satisfaction with material
satisfaction, you help the victim better than just
giving one part. I admit we don’t have it on
Namibian laws but we are not silent about it.’’ 

Budgetary provisions for the measures that
have been taken remain a major constraint in
most countries. ‘’When there is a really hot
contest for power, the issue of gender falls
away,’’ regrets Molokomme.‘’Gender issues do
not become a priority.What becomes a
priority is to get in.All these commitments are
dependent on the particular contest in that
country and gender issues take a back seat.’’

Many delegates said it was time to take the
gender violence programmes into the rural
areas, which were often neglected by
governments and civil society organisations.

They also wanted the Addendum translated
into local languages to ensure it was widely
disseminated and understood.

After five days hearing of the best practices
across the region, SADC member states
should have the inspiration to go home and
fine-tune their gender programmes to move
ahead.

“Countries in the region had the
opportunity to learn from others, to share
success stories, to share the best and worst
practices,” says Bookie Monica Kethusegile-Juru
of the Women in Development Southern Africa

Awareness Programme.
“The critical word is proper co-ordination

of all role players, although governments are
held responsible for the total implementation
of the process,” adds Athalia Molokomme, head
of the SADC Gender Unit. Proper costing
exercises and assistance to poor countries to
find the resources with which to implement
their policies are essential.

Other delegates were less upbeat about the
conference outcomes. Said one male delegate:
“The future looks bleak as many resolutions of
this magnitude are never implemented.”  

“The workshop is an eye-opener for both
sexes. But one thing that bothered me is that
women are not the ones to implement the
resolutions as only a few women are in
decision-making positions,” said a Lesotho
delegate.

December 16 2000

Counting and
accounting
Framers of the SADC Addendum on
Eradicating Violence Against Women
and Children had the good sense to
insist on an accountability forum two
years after its adoption.The Lesotho
conference brought this provision to
fruition. Its very existence is an
important political statement that
governments will be called to account
for one of the most serious human
rights violations of our time.

Yet, as journalists at the parallel SADC
Media Training Workshop were quick to
point out, few in this region even know
about the Addendum, let alone monitor
its implementation.

Country reports dribbled in slowly, and
at the eleventh hour.Two countries did
not have written reports.All countries
skirted the question of budgets. Only
one country tried to measure its
progress in numbers, and had the
political honesty to admit that the
situation there has grown worse. Other
reports had no tangible measure of
where countries have come from, where
they are now, and where they intend to
go.

As a result, we have no composite
picture of where the region is with
regard to gender-based violence: only
anecdotal evidence that suggests things
are getting worse. Statistics may be
misleading, but they are critical. No
audit can be performed without
numbers. No accounting can take place
without counting.

The Lesotho conference, we believe, has
brought about a sharper appreciation of
the need to move away from
generalities to specifics. It has also
heralded the importance of partners —
and the need for us all to be
accountable.

The partnership forged with the media,
and the readiness of the media to put
itself under the spotlight is an important
breakthrough. If we all count and
account for our actions in the two years
that follow we will be able to tell a
different story in 2002.

Peace at home, peace on earth !
Pula, kgotso, nala!

• From page 1

Peace in the home...

Waste no time, delegates urged
• From page 1 Checklist of Challenges

● Popularising the Addendum at
national level

● More effective monitoring
mechanisms

● Accurate statistics.
● Family courts easily accessible

to women and children.
● Support for survivors.
● An integrated and holistic

approach to the prevention and
eradication of violence.

● Specific budgetary provisions for
fighting gender violence.

He cautioned that it was not enough to
draw up new laws without the requisite
enforcement strategies and change of
attitudes.The Premier also warned that
abuse of women often took place in tandem
with child abuse.
"Unfortunately, violence against women is
closely linked to violence against children
because most perpetrators of violence
against women are invariably perpetrators of
violence against children," he noted
The Prime Minister cautioned that the
violence against children has serious
repercussions because it has been proven
that a child who was abused physically,
sexually or otherwise will become an abuser.
"A child who grows up in a violent

environment knows no other way of solving
problem except through violence," said
Mosilili.

• From page 1

Editorial

A Christmas Word for the Wise

Do you know what would have happened
If it had been three Wise Women instead of
three Wise Men?

They would have asked directions;
Arrived on time;
Helped deliver the baby;
Cleaned the stable;
Made a casserole;
Brought practical gifts;
And there would be Peace On Earth!

May men and women live together in peace
harmony and love!

Fighting for women’s rights: Lesotho
Prime Minister Mosisili addressed the official
opening ceremony of the SADC Conference
for the Prevention and Eradication of Violence
Against Women and Children in Maseru

Photograph by Peter McKenzie
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By Tariro Makanga and
Modesta Chileshe 

Non-governmental organisations in the
region have played a major role in
innovative strategies to deal with

gender violence.
The Lesotho Progressive Women’s Forum

was established in 1999 to empower women
to fight for their rights.“Violence in Lesotho is
being witnessed because women do not want
to talk,” says Motselisi Mabathoana, chairperson
of the Lesotho Progressive Women’s Forum.“If
women talk, we can work together and help in
the drafting of laws that protect women.” 

The South Africa-based Men for Change has
a programme focusing on gender-based
violence. Mapula Mboea says her organisation
conducts training workshops on anger
management, hoping that at the end of each
session, men learn to respond to their

emotions. Men for Change also counsels
abusive men in an effort to wean them off
violence.The organisation is one of the four
leading groups  fighting against femicide in
South Africa.

Another South Africa-based NGO, the
National Network on Violence Against Women,
was involved in the campaign for the speedy
implementation of the Domestic Violence Act.
Says Katrina Mseme, the Gauteng provincial
co-ordinator:“Our organisation lobbies
government and the business communities on
issues dealing with women.We want women’s
issues to be addressed with the respect and
seriousness they deserves.”

Constance Lewanika, the country co-
ordinator for Women in Law and Development
in Africa-Zambia, says her organisation uses the
law to promote women’s empowerment. She
believes that violence against women has been
used as a tool to perpetuate the subordinate
state of women. Her organisation lobbies for
laws that protect women.

Musasa Project, a Zimbabwe-based NGO,
deals with gender violence - domestic violence
in particular.“We create awareness on
domestic violence, working together with
service providers like the police,” said Mavis
Kahwemba, a programme officer with Musasa
Project. Musasa provides temporary
accommodation for survivors of domestic

violence through their Shelter project.The
NGO also works together with Padare, a
men’s organisation which counsels abusive men
and provides a forum for men to speak against
violence. Kahwemba urged NGOs to work
together and provide free legal and counselling
services to survivors of domestic violence and
also offer them shelter.

Young Women’s Christian Association
Zambia is a service provider for abuse
survivors. Services include crisis counselling,
shelter for abused women and children, and a
crisis centre for sexually abused children.The
YWCA’s advocacy unit offers information
dissemination, lobbying for legal and policy
change. Rosemary Mulumo, programmes
director of YWCA says:“Cultural practices
contribute to gender violence, especially the
fact that men are taken as breadwinners.This is
a misconception which NGOs have to work
together with governments to change. Men
should have a specific programme to fight
violence against women, which is not available
in Zambia at the moment.” 

Tsepo Khuele of the Lesotho Council of
Men said his organisation works with the
Lesotho Girl Guides Association and the
Progressive Women’s Forum to create
awareness about child abuse and gender
violence.

December 16 2000Best practices and civil society

NGOs
reach in,
reach out

By Jacqueline Kabeta,
Moffat Kondowe, Alice
Kwaramba, and Joyce Jenje-
Makwenda

Mauritius was the first SADC country to
introduce comprehensive legislation
for combating violence against women.

South Africa has since passed similar legislation,
building on the Mauritian experience. several
SADC countries now have domestic violence
laws in the pipeline.This domino effect is but
one illustration of how best practices in the
region can have a cascading effect.

Report backs from the group work
yesterday highlighted many gaps in the
campaign against gender-based violence. But
they also surfaced many innovative ideas that
have the potential to spread
like an African bush
fire from one

country to the next. Here are a few examples
of these best practices:

The law and criminal justice system
South Africa’s Domestic Violence Act of

1998 broadens the definition of domestic
violence and does not restrict it to married
couples. Police are required to explain to the
abused woman her rights and help her find
alternative accommodation if need be, as well
as medical attention. Police also have powers
to arrest the abuser and the abuser is also
required to continue financial support for the
woman and her children. Failure to comply
with a protection order can lead to a jail term
of up to five years. In Botswana, non-
governmental organisations worked with
members of parliament to initiate a private
member’s bill to provide utmost protection for
victims of domestic violence.

Tanzania now gives a sentence of 30 years
to rapists. Zimbabwe has introduced victim-

friendly courts although these are still
inadequate in number. Zimbabwe,

Zambia and Botswana have
trained staff to make courts
more friendly to
complainants. In Botswana,
the Public Service Act 2000
also makes provision for
sexual harassment by civil
servants. Lesotho has also
criminalised sexual
harassment. Sexual

harassment is covered
under the Criminal
Code in Mauritius, but
so far few women have
come forward to
complain. Mauritius
has adopted stiffer
penalties for
trafficking in
children and
there are women
and children
protection units
that address

prostitution and
trafficking. Malawi and

Namibia have
constitutional provisions

that make ratified international and regional
instruments automatically applicable under
domestic law.

Education,Training and Awareness
Building

Several training manuals on women’s rights
as human rights have been produced at national
levels. Such efforts have been replicated at
regional level.Women in Law and Development
in Africa (WiLDAF) has developed a basic
training manual for women to know and
understand their rights. Inter Press Service, a
global development news network, has
developed a training manual for the media on
gender violence that is being tested at a
workshop running parallel to the main
conference.

Almost all countries have made an effort to
advance the education of the girl child to
address the more deep- seated issue of the
economic violation of women’s rights. In
Zambia, the school curriculum has been
reviewed to sensitise children to gender
violence and its dangers to development.

In the face of increasing abuse of the girl
child due to beliefs that men infected with HIV
will be cleansed, some countries in the region
are focused training programmes on traditional
healers. In South Africa, the Ministry of Health
is working closely with traditional healers to
dissuade them from prescribing sex with virgins
as a cure for HIV/Aids. Namibia has also
registered all its traditional healers to make
sure that their practices are closely monitored.

In Namibia, church leaders have been
targeted for awareness raising on violence
against women and HIV. Swaziland is
encouraging bishops not to use verses from the
Bible to oppress women.A major challenge
remains moving from awareness raising to
effecting behaviour change. Lack of resources,
low literacy levels and lack of government
commitment and insufficient co-ordination
among organisations were also cited as being
hurdles that many countries still face in their
efforts to eradicate gender violence.

Services to victims
Several countries have started putting in

place services for survivors. Key areas of focus
include:

● Provision of easily accessible information on
services available to women and children
victims or survivors of violence through
information education information.
● Ensuring accessible, effective and responsive
police, health, social welfare and other services
and establishing specialised unit to redress
cases of violence against women and children.
● Provision of accessible, affordable, specialised
legal services, including legal aid, to ensure the
just and speedy resolution of matters of
violence against women and children. For
example, the Law Association of Zambia
through the Women’s Legal Clinic, provides
legal aid. However, the organisation has limited
financial resources.
● Provision of shelters: In Zambia the Police
Victim Support Unit and YWCA have drop in
centres. Several NGOs in Mauritius have set
up shelters.The most active shelter is the SOS
Femme. In Botswana, perpetrators are detained
overnight while establishing the case, and
temporary shelters are given to the survivors.
However, Botswana has only one shelter.This
was commissioned in 1998 and accommodates
only 14 people at a time.
● Counselling services: In Zambia, some
counselling services are provided mainly by the
YWCA, the church and the police victim
support unit. Mauritius has a domestic violence
unit with a 24-hour hotline, a family counselling
legal unit which gives free legal advice to
battered women. Mozambique has established
legal clinics and victims assistance centres.
Botswana  has  a rape crisis centre and a
childline centre both providing counseling  to
victims and their families.
● Financial support:The Tasintha Programme in
Zambia trains commercial sex workers in
various skills for earning a livelihood;Tanzania
also has a loans programme to enable them go
into business.

Research 
In Botswana, the Women’s Affairs Department

commissioned a study on laws affecting women
in the country. In 1999 this research was
extended with a study on the socio-economic
implications of violence against women. Studies
on witchcraft as a form of gender violence have
been conducted in Namibia, South Africa,
Tanzania and Mozambique.

One good example leads to the next

Getting men on board: Mapula Mboea
Photograph: by Peter McKenzie
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By Rosemary Okello and
Delfina Mugabe

“When I joined the armed struggle, I
found out that girls were obliged to have
sexual relations to alleviate the sadness of
the combatants. I feel pain in my body
when I recall these things.” — Graça
Machel,1996.

These words remain relevant to many
women living in conflict situations in
Angola, the Democratic Republic of

Congo and Mozambique. For women and
children living in these countries, war means
lack of security and families torn apart.

“The abuse, exploitation and insecurity and
eventual death that our women experience
even now cannot be ignored,” said the head
of the Democratic Republic of Congo
delegation,“The rebels in the north have gone
to the extent of cutting open the stomachs of
pregnant women.This they do after raping
them.”

Adds Therese Modula, also from the DRC:
“When the rebels enter a village, they rape
women and girls.They then douse their
houses with petrol and burn everything
inside, including the women and children.” 

The situation in Angola is no different.
“Our women have never known peace, let
alone our children,” says Genoveva Policarpo.
“We do not know what is like to live without
war. Rape has become the order of the day
and killing of women is on the rise.” 

Says Delfina Mugabe, in a paper entitled
The Impact of Armed Conflicts on Women, the
Mozambican experience: “We are being

subjected to a special kind of violence.”
Women have been raped in public in the
presence of children and other relatives and
forced into sexual relations with soldiers.
Ironically, their families reject them on the
grounds that they slept with the soldiers.

Many Zimbabwean women have
increasingly become heads of households
after their government weighed in on the side
of the government in the DRC conflict,
sending more troops to the battlefront.“We
are never consulted when conflict is about to

take place, neither are we consulted when
our husbands are being taken away from us to
support a war that is irrelevant to us,” said a
delegate.

According to Netumbo Ndaitwah, the
Namibian head of delegation, the conflicts in
Southern Africa have gone on for too long
and had a great impact on the status of
women in the region. She said:“Women have
been called to see how their children are
being raped then eventually killed.Women’s
breasts have been cut off.This affected many

women psychologically and physically.” 
Though the addendum recognises the

violation of women in armed conflict,
Ndaitwah said, there were always two sides in
conflict — the government, with  whom it is
possible to reason and negotiate, and the
rebels, who are not accessible.

Women must be involved in conflict
resolution at policy-making level, according to
delegates.Although there are projects at
grassroots level, governments ought to
recognise that women can make a difference
both nationally and internationally in peace
negotiations, they said.“This can be further
developed by putting in place a mechanism
which the women can develop together with
their governments.” 

Each SADC country should nominate one
woman to peace negotiations, Rachel
Sambebure of Zimbabwe suggested.“SADC
member countries should have a standing
committee on inter-ministerial teams and the
military, police and justice departments to
look into the issue and also follow up justice
for women,” said Kalim Purshu, from the
DRC.And Policarpo added:“There should be
a special fund to help rehabilitate women and
children who have been traumatised as a
result of the war.” 

According to Christine Warioba,
programme officer in the gender unit of the
SADC secretariat, the way forward is to
identify real actors in peace negotiations and
case studies with a view to documenting the
cases.“There is need to develop a database
on different actors in conflict resolutions in
the region.” 

At the last SADC minister’s meeting,
delegates unanimously agreed that women
should be included in the broader framework
of conflict prevention, management and
resolution.Far away from home: Somali refugee in Cape Town

Photograph taken by a member of a refugee community living in the Cape

Never consulted about war and peace

UNDERSTANDING GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE
From Fighting Violence Against Women: the IPS Training Manual for Journalists

Type of violence Gender issues Legal issues Media issues

SEXUAL VIOLENCE
Includes indecent assault, rape and incest.
Rape is one of the most extreme forms of violence against
women. Definitions of rape vary from country to country.

Rape disproportionately affects women, and is a direct result of men’s
desire to exert control over women. Power, not sex, is the motivation.

Poor treatment by the legal system discourages many women
from reporting sexual violence. Problems in the legal system
include: focusing on the woman’s sexual history; and women
having to prove that they did not consent — this is especially
difficult when the perpetrator is not a stranger.

The media often draws on myths and negatives stereotypes when
reporting on violence against women.
The impression is created that women provoke sexual violence through
their dress and behaviour.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Involves abuse within a family or intimate relationship.
Domestic violence includes physical, emotional, psychological,
and economic abuse.

Domestic violence most commonly occurs between a men and women
in an intimate, often long-term, relationship.
Historically, domestic violence was treated as a private family matter,
and not a crime. As a result, many women were trapped in violent
relationships without recourse to the law.

Domestic violence is not recognised as a crime in all
countries. Legal definitions of domestic violence are often
limited to physical abuse.
Women are often financially dependent on abusive partners,
and therefore reluctant to report domestic violence.

Media stereotypes include ideas that women provoke abuse, that men
have a right to “discipline” their partners, and that abuse is a sign of
love.

FEMICIDE
Is the murder of a woman purely because she is a woman.
Intimate femicide is the most common form.  It is the murder
of a woman by an intimate partner, often after a history of
domestic violence.

Femicide is an extreme form of gender-based violence. It has its roots
in the oppression of women in society.
Studies show that in some countries, up to 50% of all women murdered
are killed by their partners.

Biases within the legal system often result in men who kill
their partners being acquitted or receiving lenient sentences.
Perpetrators often claim that the woman provoked them
through bad behaviour or infidelity.

Stereotypes influence the way in which femicide is reported. The
language used may perpetuate the idea that the woman provoked the
murder, or obscure the nature of the crime, for example:
“Nagging wife killer freed” and “Woman killed after lover’s tiff”.

HIV/AIDS
The HIV/AIDS pandemic and violence against women are
interlinked.

Women are more vulnerable to HIV for biological reasons, and because
they are unable to negotiate safe sex due to their subordinate position
in society.
Sexual violence against women increases the risk of contracting HIV.

Laws are needed which protect vulnerable members of
society, such as women and children. However, these laws
also need to respect the rights of those living with HIV.

The media has a vital role to play in debunking myths (such as sex
with a virgin cures HIV/AIDS; and women spread HIV).
Gender-sensitive reporting is an important public education tool.

SEXUAL HARASSMENT
Sexual harassment is any unwanted behaviour of a sexual
nature. It can occur both inside and outside the workplace.

Sexual harassment affects women disproportionately, because they are
often employed in lower-ranking and less secure jobs.
Women are frequently blamed for inviting the harassment through their
dress and behaviour.

While many countries have legislation against sexual
harassment in the workplace, only a few have laws relating
to sexual harassment in other contexts.
Negative gender stereotypes undermine the implementation
of laws and codes of conduct.

The media is often guilty of reporting on sexual harassment in a way
that perpetuates stereotypes, e.g. by focusing on the women’s physical
appearance. More sensitive reporting is needed to expose the underlying
causes of sexual harassment.

CHILD ABUSE
Takes forms such as: sexual abuse; physical abuse; and
cultural practices, such as female genital mutilation.

While both boys and girls can be victims of abuse, girls are particularly
vulnerable because of high levels of gender-based violence.

Most countries have laws protecting children. However,
traditional practices that harm children often go unchallenged.
Testifying in court is often traumatic for children.

The language used in reporting often trivialises child abuse. E.g.: in
a recent case a man raped his daughter but was acquitted because she
was too scared to testifying in court — the news article was titled:
“Shy daughter saves father”.



On a breezy Saturday morn-
ing, the Alexandra cemetery is
its usual busy self, with taxis
and buses transporting mourn-
ers to pay their last respects
to the deceased. But last
Saturday 25 November – also
the International Day of No
Violence Against Women – an
unusual gathering in one cor-
ner distracted attention.

ADAPT, a local NGO concerned
with domestic violence, led a cere-
mony that ran from the graveyard
to the police station and on to its
premises at the Oliver Tambo
Centre in a bid to rediscover tradi-
tional values that might help in
combating this scourge.

“I always say that in order to drive
safely, you have to keep your eye
on the rear view mirror,” said Dr
Kgalushi Koka of the Kara Heritage
Institute who led the ceremony.
“Let us revisit the past and see if
we can come up with solutions for
the future.”

Internationally, the 16 days from
the 25 November to Human Rights
Day on 10 December are observed
as the Sixteen days of Activism on
Violence Against Women.

In South Africa, the new Domestic

Violence Act came into operation
in December 1999, replacing the
Prevention of Family Violence Act.
It offers a broad definition of
“abuse” that includes: verbal, physi-
cal, psychological, emotional and
economic forms of abuse, and
allows a victim to bring an interdict
preventing any of these.Yet, South
Africa still has one of the highest
rates of violence against women in
the world.

How can traditional values help?
Koka, whose Kara Heritage
Institute studies African religions,
concedes that it is simplistic to
romanticise the past.“Of course,
there was violence against women
and children, but not on the scale
we see today,” he says.
There may have been more balance
between social forces in the past,
but at what cost, especially to
women who in all South African
cultures, have occupied an inferior
position to men?
Koka argues that in traditional
African religion, the intersection of
Ntu, the female principle, and Ra,
the male principle, produces Thau
Thau, which is wisdom – to create
balance, stability, harmony and hap-
piness in marriage.Thau Thau is
equally shared. It does not encom-
pass a notion of inferiority or
superiority.

It is this principle that Koka lauds
to the youth of Alexandra as they
dance around a fire in the ceme-
tery in a ceremony rich in symbol-
ism.
Fire, he says, symbolises God the

creator, the source of energy.The
ancestors whose spirits abound in
the cemetery are not God, but a
means to communicating with
God.Those dancing around the fire
are like planets, taking energy from
the sun.The three stones around
the fire are the three dimensions
of time – the past, the present, the
future.When they finish dancing,
the young men and women plant
trees and water them – symbols of

new life.
One of the young male volunteers
wears a T- shirt with a big hand
imprint on the back. It reads:
“Surely your hands can do better
than to kill a woman.” Standing
proudly beneath the ADAPT ban-
ner that proclaims:“World Peace
Begins in the Home”, he is a pio-
neer of a new era, a new tradition
of manhood.

ccmThe recent case of the
Windhoek man who poked
out the eyes of his partner
and blinded her has created
an impetus for Namibia to
pass its draft domestic vio-
lence legislation more
quickly.

The legislation will come too
late for the blinded women, but
it can act as a brake on the hor-
rific cases that have shook the
country, say activists.The domes-
tic violence bill has been tabled
and is likely to be passed next
year.

The young woman’s fate was
sealed when her ex-boyfriend, in
a jealous rage, beat her up and
then used his fingers to poke out
her eyeballs.Another case that
has shocked the country is that
of the Swakopmund resident,
Florin Thomas, who killed his
wife, chopped her into pieces,
boiled her remains and then
froze them. In Northern Namibia
recently, another jealous husband
also chopped up his wife and
twin children.

Thomas was sentenced to life
while the other court case is
ongoing, as is another case, also

in the North, where a jealous
boyfriend chopped off his part-
ner’s fingers and seriously injured
her legs that both had to be
amputated.

These three cases are particu-
lar aberrations that have cap-
tured the headlines in Namibia
where gender violence is on the
increase, as it is across the
region. Unemployment and the
corresponding poverty add to

the culture of violence.A day
hardly passes without reporting
on the issue, but there are indi-
cations that reporting (about 2,
000 cases are reported annually)
is still low, suggesting that the
official estimates mask a high
degree of under-reporting. Over
one in five incidents of reported
violence are in domestic rela-
tionships and of these, almost 68
per cent take place in the

woman’s home.We say a
“woman’s home”, because
females are the primary victims
of gender violence.The victims in
80 per cent of the cases are
women, but just over in 10 cases
reported were by men who
claimed gender violence.

Perpetrators most commonly
use their hands, feet and fists to
beat victims.Weapons used
include knives, sticks and clubs.
Just over one in five cases of
gender violence result in convic-
tions.

An intense lobby by civil socie-
ty as well as a gender-conscious
Ministry of Women’s Affairs and
Child Welfare could see changes.
Namibian activists are using the
SADC Addendum on the
Prevention and Eradication of
Violence against women to
lobby for a raft of law reforms.
These include the domestic vio-
lence legislation, more strict
maintenance laws and beefed up
sexual offence legislation.

Their efforts have been assist-
ed by a creative mass media
campaign that has been running
since 1996.Television ads, radio
programmes, newspaper inserts,

self-development courses and
bumper stickers are some of the
arsenal that’s been assembled to
create a consciousness about
gender violence in Namibian
society.

A recent development is the
formation of a men’s movement
under the aegis of the organisa-
tion Namibia Men for Change.
The organisation is growing in
influence and stature, as citizens
realise that women alone will not
win Namibia’s that battle against
gender violence.

Police join the march for peace in the home in Alexandra
Photograph by Bonile Bam

In Namibia
• More than 20 per cent of violent crimes occur
in the context of domestic relationships.
• More than 80 per cent of domestic violence
cases reported to the police involve women.
• 93 per cent of domestic violence cases are com-
mitted by men.
• 68 per cent of domestic violence crimes hap-
pened in the complainants own home.
• The most common type of weapons used during
domestic violence are hands, feet and fists (56
per cent of reported cases), followed by knives (9
per cent) sticks and clubs (7 per cent).
• 55 per cent of reported cases are withdrawn at
the complainants wish.
• Only 21 per cent of domestic violence cases
result in convictions.
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Love her to bits, chop her to pieces
Sarry Xoagus-Eises and Marina Matundu

Namibian authorities to shackle domestic violence

Back to the future
By Colleen Lowe Morna and Zohra Khan



Jesika, 22, sits in her family’s
home in Mutoko,
Zimbabwe, holding her

two-year-old daughter on her
lap. She is barely able to con-
ceal her grief during a discus-
sion of her marriage.

“There is nothing that she can
do,” says her mother,Takazvida, who
would like to help her, but claims
she cannot.Then, in a low voice that
I can barely hear amid the tears,
Jesika utters some of the few words
that she will say to me:“There is
nothing I can do.”

Even compared with marriages
involving extreme physical and men-
tal violence, Jesika’s situation is par-
ticularly cruel. She is married to a
ghost.The extraordinary union,
designed to appease an avenging
spirit, is not uncommon among the
Matoko, who live near the border
with Mozambique.

The story of Jesika’s marriage
begins with a series of deaths in her
family. Her father died 20 years ago
during Zimbabwe’s struggle for inde-

pendence; her uncle was murdered
and a car ran over her grandfather.
Anxious to identify the cause of
their misfortune, the family conduct-
ed a bira, a night-time ritual in which
spirits are called upon through danc-
ing and the playing of a mbira
(thumb piano).

During the ceremony, the spirit of
a man named Jabulani is said to have
spoken through Jesika’s aunt.
Jabulani, who came from
Mozambique to work for Jesika’s
family, was reportedly killed brutally
by his employers. In Matoko culture,
explained an uncle,Taisekwa, it was
not uncommon for employers to kill
a servant who reached marriageable
age but remained single, lest he fall
in love with their wives or their
daughters.

Jesika’s family was convinced that
Jabulani’s spirit had cursed them in
revenge for his inability to procre-
ate.The only solution, they believed,
was to give him a wife who would
bear him children.“Human blood
should be replaced with human

blood, and the children he did not
have should be born as he wished,”
said Taisekwa.

Jesika was chosen since she was a
close relative of those killed and also
suffered a mental illness believed to
be part of  Jabulani’s curse. Jesika’s
family offered a dowry of nine cows
and a delegation travelled to
Mozambique. None of Jabulani’s rela-
tives were found and she was given
most of the cows to provide for
herself and any offspring.

She was permitted to choose a
man to father her children. But the
potential surrogate father — a
young man named Tapiwa — had to
first seek Jabulani’s permission in a
special ceremony to avoid being
charged with adultery. Since Jesika is
married to someone else,Tapiwa has
no claim to his biological daughter.

I ask Jesika what she wants.“I
want to go back to school and take
a dress-making course,” Jesika says.
Jesika’s family objects, believing the
more contact she has with the out-
side world, the greater the chances
she will flee.

The family is haunted by what
happened to an aunt who fled to
Harare to escape the ghost mar-
riage.The woman died mysteriously.
“Maybe her aunt died of natural
causes,” I suggest.“It was the aveng-
ing spirits,” insists Takazvida.

Another aunt,Winnie, ran off to
work as a housemaid in Harare.“I

don’t know how that one managed
to do it. But the problem is that she
is now an outcast in the family, and
you never know when one day mis-
fortune will follow her,” said
Takazvida.

I find Winnie, who seems to be
doing well.“I would rather die than
spend all my life in a walking prison,”
said Winnie.“I did not see those
deaths come to an end because I
was given away, and yet I was sup-
posed to stay with this ghost hus-
band forever.”

When I contact Anna, another
aunt, she tells me that Jesika has sep-
arated from Tapiwa and is in love
with another man. She would like to
be set free. But another relative

would have to take her place and
begin the process again.“There is

By Charles Mubambe

Eunice Chitusha* was relaxing
with a former schoolmate at
home in Lusaka, in August
1999, when her boyfriend
walked in and started beating
her, accusing her of infidelity.

The boyfriend, whom she met at
the Lilayi Police Training School,
south of Lusaka, the previous year,
ignored her pleas of innocence.

He hit her with anything he
could lay his hands on. By the time
Eunice was rescued by neighbours,
her entire body was a mass of pain.
She was taken to the University
Teaching Hospital, where she was
admitted for four days.

Eunice was at pains to conceal
the identity of the person who had
attacked her and did not want the
matter reported to police “because
I love him”. All the same, the story
was covered extensively by a local
daily newspaper. But even after she
was discharged from hospital, she
adamantly refused to give in to fam-
ily pressure to have the boyfriend
prosecuted.They broke up six
months later.

Her case is typical of gender vio-
lence cases, which are largely treat-
ed as a private matter in Zambia,
where women account for 52 per
cent of the estimated 10 million

population.
Article I of the United Nations

Declaration on Violence Against
Women defines this scourge as:
“Any act of gender-based violence
that results in, or is likely to result
in, physical, sexual or psychological
harm or suffering to women, includ-
ing threats of such acts, coercion or
arbitrary deprivations of liberty,
whether occurring in public or pri-
vate life.” 

According to the Young Women’s
Christian Association (YWCA), the
number of women battered by
their husbands has been on the rise
in the past four years.The YWCA
battered women’s drop-in centre
reports that 63 women were vic-
tims of domestic violence in 1996.
The numbers rose to 181 in 1997
and 253 in 1998. Between January
and June 1999, 276 cases of bat-
tered women were recorded.
During the first quarter of the year
2000, the drop-in centre reported
377 cases.

But Modesta Chileshe, the
YWCA’s advocacy co-ordinator,
says the initiative has been negated
by victims who withdraw cases.
“Cases of women withdrawing
cases after they have been reported
to police are high,” she says.

The YWCA links the rise in vio-
lence to the level of economic
hardship in Zambian households.

There have been achievements in
sensitising the Zambia Police
Service to treat violence against
women as a serious issue. Since
1996, the force has been running a
Victim Support Unit to handle
cases of violence against women,
children and the aged.The initiative,
which is part of the police reform
programme, deals mainly with cases
of femicide, property grabbing,
spouse battery, sexual abuse and
bigamy.

In the past, police treated cases
of spouse battery as personal mat-
ters best resolved by couples. But
the VSU now takes seriously any
cases reported. Some have resulted
in convictions.

Police Inspector-General Silas
Ngangula says police officers should
treat cases of domestic violence as
criminal offences for which police
officers can arrest the perpetrators
without a warrant.“It is my convic-
tion that as human beings, we can
act better and resolve problems
that occur within families without
resorting to physical force on those
who do not expect violence but
love from us.”

Legal Affairs Minister Vincent
Malambo says a technical team has
been constituted to come up with
clear legislative reform proposals
that will strengthen laws and pro-
vide a broader framework for the

protection of women and girls
against violence in all its forms and
at all levels.

“We cannot suppress the majori-
ty and claim to run a system
advances the interests of society as
a whole,” he says.

Non-governmental organisations
involved in the women’s rights
movement say there is need for a
comprehensive study on the extent
of abuse, to enlighten people who
do not know when they are abused
as many things were explained away
as cultural practices.

This, they say, would be best
tackled by an NGO to avoid
bureaucratic delays if it were run as
a government department.

Inonge Wina, chairperson of the
Non-Governmental Organisation
Coordination Committee, says:
“...Zambia stills falls short of its
implementation of the Convention
for the Elimination of
Discrimination Against women and
the National Gender Policy.The
result is that many women in this
country live in constant fear of
being harassed, beaten or killed
both inside and outside their homes
because they are not protected by
policy and law.” 

Wina adds that although most
cases of abuse stem from poverty,
abuse of women is not confined to
any particular class of women. It
must, therefore, be seen also as a
consequence of inequalities in the
social cultural, economic and politi-
cal fabric of society.“We call upon
government to adhere to the com-
mitment it made regarding the elim-
ination of gender violence, so that
new millennium will be fulfilling
what has been promised – a society
free of violence.”

Married to a
ghost
By Joyce Jenje-Makwenda

Reluctant to be identified: women
are often ashamed of being victims

In Zimbabwe:
A research project carried out by the Musasa
project in the Midlands province found that:
• 1 in 4 women were subjected to various
assaults by their husbands or partners.
• 1 in 4 women were forced to have sex by
their partners.
• 1 in 12 women were assaulted with dangerous
weapons.
• 1 in 25 women were assaulted while preg-
nant.
• 1 in 4 women were prevented from seeing
family or friends,
• 1 in 6 women were prevented from getting a
job or going to work.
• 1 in 6 were subjected to emotional abuse by
their husbands bringing girlfriends home.
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Four days in hospital, in
the name of love
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Myth: Witches are responsible for the ills
of society. In rural areas throughout Africa,
communities stressed and confused about a
spate of ill fortune often vent their
frustrations on elderly women, believing
they are witches who have the powers to
invoke curses.Younger daughters-in-law are
sometimes also branded in the same
manner. They are often killed or maimed.

Fact: Old women are just that. Bad
economic policies, corrupt
governments and patriarchy are the
real enemies.

Myth: Having sex with a child virgin will
cure you of Aids. Across the region, the
legend that the purity of a virgin will cleanse
an infected man of Aids has taken root.The
fastest growing rate of HIV infection is in
young girls under the age of 15, largely
because of child rape by desperately ill men
who think they can ward off their death
sentence.

Fact: All that happens is that an
innocent child is infected as well.
Nothing can cure Aids yet, but safe sex
can prevent HIV infection.

Myth: “Dry” sex is better than “wet” sex.
Many men in Southern Africa prefer the
practice of “dry” sex, which involves women
inserting substances into the vagina to dry
up the natural vaginal secretions. While
men may enjoy dry sex, it often makes
sexual intercourse painful for women. It
also causes tearing of the vagina, which in
turn increases the chances of spreading HIV.

Fact: Sufficient lubrication is
necessary for both parties to have safe
and pleasurable sex. But remember
that oil-based lubricants damage
condoms. Always use water-based
lubricants like KY-jelly.

Facing the facts 

Power play — women fight back
By Selloane Mokuku

Tutu Malamamfunu takes to the
stage in the role of an abused wife.
But there is a new twist to the
story of the battered woman. She
refuses to succumb to the
oppression that she is being
subjected to. Instead she uses her
testimony to demonstrate that
there is light at the end of the
tunnel.Welcome to the Namibian
woman’s solo show Secrets of the
Owl.

Her abusive husband once raped their
daughter, threatening her with dire
consequences should she speak to
anyone about the encounter.Three years
later, the child decides to break the
silence, thanks to her mother — who
lends a sympathetic ear.Together they
fight the husband until he is sentenced to
15 years in jail.

With freedom at hand, the child has a
special request: she wants her mother to
run for the presidency.Though she
dismisses the suggestion at first, the
mother finally summons the courage to
follow her child’s request. In her
campaigns, she promises that her
government will ratify the international
conventions on human rights and select
members of the judiciary on their basis
of merit and impartiality. Most
importantly, she says, her government will
not tolerate violence in any form.As for

violence against women and children, she
invites civil society to work with her
personally to see to it that real change
takes place.

As the drama ends to a hearty round
of applause, one is left marvelling at the
sensitive handling of some of the most
difficult issues to speak about — incest,
physical and emotional abuse.The
audience is also exposed to the
insensitive handling of women and
children survivors
of sexual abuse by
the courts.And
this despite all the
regional and
international
conventions that
governments sign
and commit
themselves to.

Malamamfunu’s
presence was
made possible by
Carrie Marias, the
sub-regional
adviser at the
Windhoek office
of UNESCO’s
Social and Human
Sciences
Programme for
Africa.

By Ananilea Nkya

Longevity may have been considered a
blessing in some societies, but it brings its
own risks in Tanzania’s western regions of
Shinyanga,Tabora and Mwanza. Here, old age
may seal one’s death warrant — not because
nature demands it but because the
community is wary of old age and appears
hell-bent on killing the elderly as a way of
“cleansing” society of witchcraft.

The Sukuma, who inhabit the three
regions, appear to be driven by the
philosophy that the aged are useless and
obnoxious.Women comprise the greater
number of those killed on suspicion of
witchcraft. Shinyanga Regional Police
Commander Wolfgang Gumbu says I87
elderly people were killed between I997 and
mid-1999, 168 of them women. Sociologist
and researcher Joseph Mihangwa estimates,
however, that more than 200 women are
killed in the region every year but a good
number of the cases are not formally
reported.

Elderly women in this region often declare
that they have little or nothing to be proud of
- not even their children, since it is they who
comprise the lynching mobs that hack
witchcraft suspects to death. Reddened eyes
and wrinkles, which may distort the features
of the elderly women, have become criteria
by which the younger generation decide who
should be condemned to death.

How do the mobs choose their victims?
“Most of them consult soothsayers,
especially after death of a  family member,”

says  Mihangwa.The Sukuma do not believe
that a person can die of natural causes before
old  age.“If a  child  dies, the family consults
soothsayers, who invariably tell them the
child has been bewitched.”

The young end up suspecting their parents
and grandparents of evil practices. Some go
on to hold the belief that the older
generations should vanish if they are to lead
happy lives.They accelerate their deaths by
raiding their homes in the night and slashing
them with sharp and long knives known

locally as “panga”. Lately, the night butchers
have taken to burning their victims to death
by setting their houses on fire.

Those women who escape being killed end
up living miserably in the streets of Shinyanga.
Though Kwangu Ndilla escaped being
murdered, her right hand was cut off and she
was  badly wounded in the head, chest and
left shoulder.“I have lost my  hand and  the
community  rejects  me,” she says, tears in
her eyes. “What shall I do for survival?”

When growing old is a sin

Disabled and traumatised: Kwangu Ndilla ecsaped narrowly from
youth accusing her of being a witch        Photo courtesy Tanzania Daily News

Effective expression:
Tutu Malamamfunu on
stage
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By Tariro Makanga,
Modesta Chileshe, Treaty
Makoae-Mosese and Peter
McKenzie

Men have a greater role to play in
curbing gender violence. This was
the message coming out of

interviews with Maseru residents and
conference delegates.

Most of the people interviewed argued that
male involvement was critical if gender
violence is to be eradicated.Tseliso Mabeli,
deputy director of Lesotho’s gender unit, sees
it as a positive step that he was appointed to
work in such a department.“Being involved will
make men feel bad about beating their
women,” said Mabeli.“This will make us feel
part of activities to do with women.” 

Tsepo Khuele, an official of the Lesotho
Council of Men added:“The major role that
men should play is to realise that women are
jewels.Without them, men are useless. Men
should, therefore value their jewels and
treasure them throughout their lives”.

Khuele believes that more men should be
invited to gender workshops if they are to
become more involved. He said he was
disappointed that the conference organisers
had invited few men.“Violence will continue as
long as we continue having conferences
without them,” he said.“It will be better if
more men are invited to future workshops.” 

Gerard Leposola, a liason officer from the
Democratic Republic of Congo, emphasised
the need to have sensitisation sessions
conducted by men. He believes this will better
demonstrate the seriousness of the issue.

Mapula Mboea of the South Africa-based
Men for Change believes men have a great deal
to do in the fight of violence against women.
But she was quick to point out:“It’s not yet
time to have men leading gender organisations
dealing with women.” Mboea is of the opinion
that men have to be taken step by step
through the process until they get to positions
where they can lead organisations championing
women’s causes.

“Men are protectors and not abusers,” says
Lethae Rammea, a Lesotho policeman and
conference delegate. For men to understand
their role, he says, workshops dealing with
gender violence should be held on a regular
basis.

Lioyd Khanare of Maseru Township
encouraged men to hold public gatherings to
discuss issues of gender violence.“Men can
solve the issue of gender violence through
showing love and respect to their wives and
women in general.”

From a village outside Maseru came words
of wisdom.“Men should go to church.
Teachings of the church will make them know
that it is bad to beat women”, said Sebona
Leba.

Whether men go to church to leave their
violent behaviour or attend workshops, they
are major stakeholders in the fight on violence
against women and children.

December 16 2000 Men and change

By Mouzinho Nicols

Today, Mozambican journalists mourn
the death of Carlos Cardoso, a colleague
assassinated in unexplained
circumstances. His family lives in fear as
journalists ponder the state of press
freedom in the country.

Let us not deceive ourselves: we all
experience fear in the face of danger. Former
South African President Nelson Mandela
captured these sentiments when he said:
“Courage is not the absence of fear, but the
ability to conceal it.”

The Cardoso case is enough evidence that
there is violence in Mozambique.Women are
among the main targets of that violence. It
translates into physical, verbal and

psychological abuse.There is no simple
explanation for violence, but we can single out
a few factors: poverty, stress and alcohol and
drug abuse.

In Africa, there is an additional factor that
we ignore at our own peril: the gender
hierarchy and power sharing within the family
that places women at the bottom of the heap.
Inequalities between men and women create
conditions for violence against women.

I do not believe we should wait until we
establish the reasons for violence before we
act; we know enough to take some action
now. Someone who commits a violent act
against another should be held responsible for
his or her own behaviour. Society must do its
best to eradicate violence and give concrete
support to victims.

Violence affects us all. It cuts across the

cultural, religious and regional boundaries and
through all social strata. Everyone – women,
men and children – can fall victim. But the data
available indicates that it is the weakest who
suffer most, particularly women and children.

Violence causes a great deal of upheaval in
women’s lives. Until very recently, public
discussion of this issue was taboo for many
people.The women concerned feel ashamed
and fearful.They hold the pain within
themselves, particularly when their
experiences are classified as “domestic
violence”.

The consequences of violence: it destroys
the victim, both physically and psychologically,
and leaves the victim traumatised for life – that
is, if she survives the experience. Depression,
humiliation and a deep fear are common
among violated people.They lose their self-
esteem, confidence and sense of security.
Worse still, they may develop guilt and believe
that they are responsible for the violence.
Sometimes the woman will vent her
frustrations on her children, setting in motion
a vicious cycle of violence through the
generations.

There are people who argue that women
like to be beaten, believing it is a sign of love.
But I refuse to believe that more than half the
world is comprised of masochists.Women
sometimes tolerate violence because of
financial constraints or because they see no
way out of the situation.What would become
of a woman should she complain about the
breadwinner in her family is a question that
many women in violent relationships ask.

Mozambican organisations have formed a
group called “All Against Violence” that brings
together leading women’s organisations.The
project kicked off a year ago and works in four
sectors: civic education; legal reforms; support
for victims of violence and research on the
extent of violence against women.

At least 50 per cent of cases that the
Maputo Forensic Department deals with are
the result of violence against women. Of the
1,334 violence cases reported in 1998, 298
involved bodily harm against women and 132
were sexual offences.There can be no greater
evidence of the need to act against gender-
based violence.

Making men part of the solution

What more evidence is needed?

Men for change: Encourage by ADAPT, South Africa Township youth examine their manhood through theatre
Photograph: Margaret Waller

Mouzinho Nicols shares his message with participants at the Media Workshop

Chanting for change
◆ Men of quality are not afraid of equality
◆ Real men don’t beat women
◆ Raise a family, not a fist
◆ Your hands can do better than to kill a

woman
◆ No excuse for abuse
◆ Beat a drum and not a woman
◆ Strike a woman, strike a rock
◆ Woman upbeat, not beat up !

Slogans and sayings gathered at the SADC Media Workshop
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By Tariro Makanga 

In 1999, the United Nations
estimated that the number of
women infected with HIV would

reach 15 million by the end of this
year.As the year 2000 draws to a
close, it is becoming increasingly
apparent that this figure was
seriously underestimated.

It is estimated that for every four men
infected with HIV, six women are infected.
What are the major factors that make
women more vulnerable to HIV? 

It is widely acknowledged that men tend to
have extra-marital affairs, leaving women more
vulnerable. Men do not always use condoms
outside marriage. Some couples are also
reluctant to use a condom within a
relationship because they do not want their
partner to associate them with the virus, even
when they know they are infected. In most
cases, women are not in a position to
negotiate for condom use. Research has
shown that if married women propose the
use of condoms to their husbands, the
women will be abused and accused of being
prostitutes.

Because of this dilemma, even if a woman
knows that her husband is having an extra-

marital affair, she will still have unprotected
sex with him for fear of victimisation. In the
event that the husband is HIV-positive or has
a sexually transmitted infection, the wife faces
the risk of being infected or re-infected.

Most African societies condone
promiscuity by men. For a man to prove his
manhood, he should father as many children
as he can with different women outside
marriage.A man is not considered a man if he
does not have a mistress.These men risk
contracting HIV, as their mistresses are likely
to have other partners as well.

Cultural practices have also been seen as a
major contributor to the spread of HIV and
the oppression of women. Because women
want to please their men in bed, dry sex is
practised in some parts of southern Africa. In
this scenario, women insert substances in
their vagina to tighten and dry it. Many men
reportedly enjoy the friction when the vagina
is tighter and dry.The experience is painful
for women, however, resulting in bruising and
bleeding — further exposing them to genital
infections. Nevertheless, women persist with
this practice because they want to please
their husbands and distract them from having
extra-marital affairs.The men, however, are
not under an obligation to please their
women.

Widow inheritance is also another

contributor to HIV infection. If a husband
dies, the husband’s brother is expected to
inherit the widow.This is not withstanding the
fact that the deceased might have been HIV-
positive.This leaves more women at greater
risk of being infected. If a woman refuses to
be inherited, her property will be taken away,
leaving her and her children destitute.

Female genital mutilation, which is
practised in parts of Zimbabwe, Malawi and
Zambia, is another form of violence on
women contributing to HIV infection. It is
considered a rite of passage into adulthood.
One razor blade may be used on all the girls.
After the mutilation, the girls will be confined
to their own hut for sometime until they have
healed.There have been reported cases of
girls who died after excessive bleeding and
getting infected.

Some men enjoy beating up their wives
before sex, claiming it heightens their
pleasure. In most African societies, women are
economically dependent on men. Because of
their low status in society, they rely on men
for their upkeep.This often means that they
have to endure violence.

The challenge to women is: must this be
so? As the HIV statistics rise, women must
learn to stand up for their rights individually
and collectively.

December 16 2000HIV/Aids

By Tebogo Matoane and
Pontsho Segwai

Aproposal making HIV tests
compulsory for suspected
rapists cases has raised a

controversy in South Africa.
The move, included in a draft bill released

recently, is part of the legislature’s new
orientation towards the interests of survivors
of gender violence, according to South African
delegates Molly Molete and Susan Nkomo.

Members of civil society have welcomed the
proposal, but there are those who argue that
the rights of suspects under the constitution
cannot be ignored.The South African Law
Commission and other legal agencies have
discussed at length the proposed legislation.

Service providers see the compulsory tests
as crucial in demanding harsher sentences for
suspects who are eventually convicted.The

punishment should be increased where the
perpetrator knows their HIV-status and
intentionally infects his victim, as is the case in
Botswana, says Katrina Arendse-Mseme of the
Gauteng Network on Violence Against
Women.

In Botswana, the minimum sentence for
rape is 10 years. But convicted rapists who
test HIV-positive get an additional five years. If
a rapist is found to have known his status, the
sentence ranges between 20 years and life
imprisonment.

NGO delegates from South Africa said
extensive consultations with survivors would
be necessary to establish the impact of the
proposed law on their lives.According to
Arendse-Mseme, there is some concern that
survivors of gender violence may suffer
secondary trauma as a result of the testing
process.

Should the proposal be passed into law, the
survivor would have to deal with the trauma

of the rape experience, the medical tests and
the legal reporting system as well as having to
cope with the result itself.

In South Africa, a rape complainant is likely
to be sent to the district surgeon for a
medical check-up and given the emergency pill
before being referred to the nearest HIV/Aids
clinic for testing. Where such services are
available, she would probably know her status
before the perpetrator is arrested. In such
circumstances, the survivor would wonder
what difference it would make and worry
about the likelihood of reliving the trauma all
over again.

However, not all survivors have access to
basic medical care immediately after the rape.
Says one NGO delegate:“We need to put
ourselves in the shoes of an ordinary, poor,
often rural, woman in the street who cannot
afford medical treatment, cannot afford to
follow recommended diet set out to fight the
infection and so on.”

Women in triple jeopardy

Compulsory HIV tests spark debate

Reaching out for
salvation: Another day,
another AIDS baby born in a
hospital in South Africa

Gender and
Aids:
The Facts
In Africa, HIV/Aids is transmitted
largely by heterosexual activity. Over
20 per cent women than men are
living with HIV, with young women
being at the greatest risk. HIV
threatens women as individuals,
mothers and carriers.The challenge of
gender and HIV is linked with the
problem of poverty.Women are
generally poorer than men.

The powerlessness of women is a
crucial factor in Africa not only in the
context of sexual relations but also in
the broader leadership context.The
political leadership is overwhelmingly
male. Equally disturbing is the
dominant masculinity in African forms
of government. Many leaders are
military men, for whom “ masculine”
modes of behaviour are indicators of
power, authority and legitimacy.

Here are elements of gender relations
that require urgent attention:

Sexual violence: rape statistics
are very high, but it is a crime often
committed with total impunity.
Women and girls are often coerced
into sex by criminals. Rape is also
common in war-time and it is used as
weapon of war.

Economics pressure: the
economic crisis in Africa has
compelled many young women in
turn to commercial sexual activity.
They include wives and partners of
migrant workers, students,
unemployed young women, single
mothers, refugees and young widows.
Economic disadvantage pressures
women into unequal relations with
older men.

Multiple sexual relationships:
many women and girls enter into
relationships in search of financial
security from boyfriends and sugar
daddies.

Power relations: women are
often unable to insist that their
partners use condoms.The poorest
commercial sex workers are least able
to insist on protection. Female-
controlled methods of barrier
contraception are largely unavailable
in Africa.

Domestic violence: female
victims of domestic violence are least
able to influence their partners’
behaviour in terms of extra-marital
sexual activities and use of condoms.
Besides, rape within marriage is not
uncommon.

Polygamy, early marriage and
sexual activity of girls: multiple
marriages, especially to younger
women, are common in Africa. Men
also believe that ever-younger
partners are less likely to be infected.
— Lucy Oriang

• Tariro Makanga is
information officer for SAFAIDS
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By Hazwell Kanjaye

Participating in the SADC media
training workshop has been an
“enlightening experience” for many of

the journalists. So much so that they would
like to see more of this training at the
country level.

“I find the workshop very enlightening,
more so since journalists and members of
civil society are able to share experiences,”
says Charles Mubambe, managing editor of
Zambia’s church-owned National Mirror.

Thandiwe Solwandle of Lesotho’s weekly
Mopheme The Survivor described it as a “real
eye-opener and informative”. She added:“I
have always limited my interpretation of
violence against women to the abuses that
happen in the home. I never considered
whatever happens outside the home.” 

Ahmed Merere of Tanzania’s Guardian
newspaper said it was a “very useful exercise.
I was totally ignorant of many of the issues
discussed here, particularly the types and
consequences of the gender-based abuses
women go through”.

The week-long workshop, which opened
on December 10 and runs parallel to the
SADC Conference on the Prevention and
Eradication of Violence Against Women and
Children, aimed at raising media awareness
and improving media skills in covering this
critical issue.

Using a training manual developed by Inter
Press Service in collaboration with Gender
Links Associates, the 35 participants from 12-
member states have been debating ways of
sharing information and improving reporting
on violence against women and children.

“We hope the media will make a long
term commitment and be part of the
solution,” said Rosemary Okello, a civil
society representative from Kenya’s African
Women and Child Feature Service.“Through
this training, we hope they will put up good
stories, respect the privacy of the survivors,
avoid sensationalism and give background and
good analysis.” 

But the challenge lies in sensitising editors,
says Joyce Jenje-Makwenda of the Federation
of African Media Women of Zimbabwe.“We
can succeed if editors, too, understand
gender issues.” 

“I cannot agree more,” says Colleen
Lowe-Morna, director of Gender Links
Associates, a Johannesburg-based
organisation specialising in gender, media and
development in responding to Makwenda’s
concern, which was also expressed by several
participants.

“We hope every journalist in the
workshop will become our ambassador and
help us take the manual further into the
newsrooms.This workshop has released an
incredible energy and real passion on the
part of the communicators to make a
difference,” she says.

Farai Samhungu, the Africa director at IPS,
one of the world’s leading on-line global
news agencies , also expressed satisfaction,
saying it was “an excellent and unique
workshop because the media reflected on its
own performance instead of being judged by
other people”.

She added:“It has also been very practical
because the journalists were able to put
whatever they learned into practice through
the production of a daily newsletter. Besides,
it has also created a network for journalists
to share information and experiences.”

December 16 2000 Role of the media

It’s been an eye-
opener, say
journalists

The SADC Media Training
Workshop is part of the African
Gender and Media (GEM)

initiative — a partnership between three
organisations advocating the fair
representation of women and increased
coverage of gender issues in the
mainstream media.

Inter Press Service is a global
development news network with satellite
communication links to 1200 outlets
across the globe.The IPS Africa office,
headquartered in Harare, has been
pivotal in promoting the mainstreaming
of gender within IPS — the fifth largest
news agency in the World.

The African Women and Child Feature
Service is a Nairobi-based organisation

that produces specialised features and
reports on gender issues, conducts
research and training in this area.

Gender Links is a South Africa-based
organisation committed to giving effect
to the Southern African Development
Community (SADC) Declaration on
Gender and Development for the
promotion and attainment of gender
equality. Its particular areas of focus are
gender, media and development.

GEM builds on a number of existing
and ongoing projects in which these three
partners have been involved collectively
or individually. For example:
• IPS’ experience of mainstreaming

gender in a global news network.
• AWC’s long history of co-operation

with high profile mainstream media
organisations, such as the Nation in
Nairobi, and a UNESCO-supported
project on women and information
technology.

• GL’s research, on behalf of APC-Africa-
Women and FEMNET, on African
women and information technology.

• IPS,AWC, GL, FEMNET and the
Association of Progressive
Communicators-Africa-Women,
partnership in the production of a daily
newspaper at Beijing Plus Five. Follow
up activities include the production of
a virtual news supplement on
International Women’s Day for the
next three years, to be made available
to mainstream media for their
adaptation and use.

• The IPS training manual on “Fighting
Violence Against Women”.

By Tebogo Matoane, Mapula
Mboea and Charles
Mubambe

The headline above the article in
the Times of Zambia leaps at you:
“Shy daughter saves father”.

You read on to find out that Musonda
Mulenga of 3151, Kawama township in Ndola,
who allegedly had carnal knowledge — why not
simply rape? — of his nine-year-old daughter, on
an unknown date in April 2000, was freed by
Ndola Principal Magistrate Roydah Kaoma after
the girl failed to testify against him.The case was
at trial stage when the girl, no doubt petrified by
the crowds, was unable to testify on her ordeal.

The Times of Zambia quotes Kaoma as saying:
“She does not appear to possess sufficient
intelligence to warrant this court to accept an
unsworn statement from her...Although the case
he committed is very serious, the court has no
alternative but to find the accused with no case
to answer.”

This is just one of the examples of media
coverage of gender violence that have come
under scrutiny at the media training workshop

running parallel to the SADC conference on the
prevention and eradication of gender violence.

In many instances, media have been accused
of either trivialising the suffering of those who
have suffered gender violence or not going far
enough in questioning legal and social practices
that fail to treat gender violence seriously
enough. In some cases, they are accused of
entrenching stereotypes that make it seem as
though female victims of violence “asked for it”.

Take the case of an article from Zimbabwe
headlined “Prostitute run over by car on Second
Street”. The reporter, it seems, assumed that
the woman was a prostitute simply because the
street was known for sex workers soliciting
clients. In yet another case, a husband battered
his wife in a salon. Instead of looking at the
incident as a human rights issue, the reporter
expressed his elation at the “scoop”.

And yet media organisations are strategically
placed to influence social change, especially
public perceptions of gender violence. Said
Margaret Oguluoumi, a Ugandan consultant for
the Commonwealth Secretariat:“The media are
the fourth arm of government — alongside the
legislature, the executive and the judiciary.”

She gave the example of a case where the
media had played a crucial role in bringing to
justice a man and his brother who electrocuted
his wife “for giving birth to girls only”. After
reports that the woman had been heard
screaming the night before, the media followed
up the story to such an extent that the police
and the judiciary were pressured into acting.
The culprits were sentenced to death.

Despite the need for more gender-sensitivity
in reporting issues to do with women, however,
it is not plain sailing for journalists who want to
make a difference.“Although violence against
women is a problem in Mozambique, male
journalists showing an interest in women’s
issues are stigmatised as ‘women lovers’ or,
worse still ‘not real men’,” said Mouzinho
Nicols.

The workshop was told that although
journalists were restricted in what they could
cover during court cases, there was a need for
them to use their power through creative and
analytical writing to influence legal changes — in
terms of minimum and consistent sentences in
gender violence cases, for example — as well as
public behaviour and attitudes towards victims.

Under the spotlight:
coverage of gender violence

Gem of an initiative

Labouring over
the manual:

Media workshop
participants Loga
Virahsawmy and
Marina Matundu 

Photograph:
Peter McKenzie
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Quotable
quotes
“I always say that in order to
drive safely, you have to keep your
eye on the rear view mirror. Let
us revisit the past and see if we
can come up with solutions for
the future.” — Kgalushi Koka,
Kara Heritage Institute

“It is my conviction that, as human
beings, we can act better and
resolve problems that occur with-
in families without resorting to
physical force on those who do
not expect violence but love from
us.” — Police Inspector-
General Silas Ngangula,
Zambia

“The Gender and Development
Declaration was signed in my own
country, Malawi, but I am seeing it
for the first time. It’s really sad.”

— Moffat Kondowe, Malawi
Broadcasting Corporation

“All too often, the media have
been seen as passive observers,
rather than active participants and
active partners in the critical
issues of our time.” — Bore
Motsamai, Principal Secretary
for Communications, Lesotho

“We cannot suppress the majority
and claim to run a system that
advances the interests of society
as a whole.” — Vincent
Malambo, Legal Affairs
Minister, Zambia

“I am not impressed at all because
men are under-represented at this
workshop. How can we change
the situation if we re not invited
in big numbers to also share our
experiences?” — Tsepo Khuele,
Lesotho delegate

“Violence has not been defined
well enough for the ordinary per-
son on the street. More debates
are needed to address this issue.”
— Mats’eliso Mapetla, Gender
Researcher, Lesotho

“There are people who argue that
women like to be beaten, believing
it is a sign of love. But I refuse to
believe that more than half the
world is comprised of
masochists.” — Mouzinho
Nicols, Journalist,
Mozambique

“I did not see those deaths come
to an end because I was given
away, and yet I was supposed to
stay with this ghost husband for-
ever.” —  A Zimbabwean
woman, explaining why she
fled to Harare to escape a
marriage meant to appease
the ‘avenging spirit’ of a ser-
vant murdered by her family

“If you go to report the men at
the police station, they send you
back to discuss the matter with
your husband, who will beat you
again for reporting him.” —
Maseru market woman

“Other men just don’t want to
use condoms and the young vul-
nerable girl does not offer much
of a fight. A few dollars, a meat
pie or ride in a car, in some cases,
is enough to seduce her.” —
Lewis Machipisa, Journalist, in
an article on myths to do
with virgin girls and HIV/Aids.

“Once he even tied me with a
dog’s chain and beat me until I
bled. He left me there crying
without any food or water. It was
my daughter who untied me on
her return from school.” —
Helene Caserne, domestic
violence survivor
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Off the beat
A spirited encounter

It’s been a week of greater solidarity with sisters
here in mountainous Maseru, but none has elicited
greater sympathy than Jesika, the 22-year-old
Zimbabwean from Mutoko who suffered a forced
marriage to a ghost. (Our Right/Write Tuesday
December 12)

Jabulani was apparently mad at being killed by his
employers and having to forfeit his right to procre-
ate. So mad, in fact, that his avenging spirit knocked
off Jesika’s father, grandfather and uncle.To placate
him, she had to be married to him and also paid a
diary of nine (live) cows. Long-suffering Jesika gave
Jabulani a daughter through a series of spirited con-
tortions she’s had with her other world partner
and is reportedly trying to shake him off as she’s
found a more down to earth guy.

Shoeless in Maseru
A delegate told reporter Treaty Mokoae-Mosese
that he was too ashamed to go back home. He’d
not quite lost his pants in the casino, but he had
lost his conference allowance and his salary to the
one-armed bandit. His wife, he said, would kill him if
he got home without the Christmas shoes he’d
promised to buy their son. He begged Treaty to call
home on his behalf to ask her forgiveness.

Out of sight, not out of mind
No lifesavers, boots, raincoats, socks...where were
all the condoms, wondered delectable delegates
keen to put their policies into practice. Our
right/write revealed how to do it on Wednesday.
“Condoms are available free of charge to our
guests from reception,” manager Lawrence
Hlagoane told us. He added that room service is
available.“Guests can also call me should they want
them delivered to their rooms.” The service was
not that great at another leading Maseru establish-
ment, the Victoria Hotel, where reporter Hazwell
Kanjaye was told to get it at a “bookshop around
the corner”.

Damned lies and statistics
We know we should be happy for the statistics we
managed to scrounge from the country reports,
but seldom do they add up to a whole picture.All
the crimes in Namibia add up to 99.7 per cent and
some 80 per cent of domestic violence cases in the
country affect women while 14 per cent affect
men.That leaves the country with one of the more
significant hermaphrodite populations in the region.

Watch out for the lizards
We’ve heard about snakes in the grass, but three
Our right/write journalists discovered an altogether
different animal on a reporting trip to a village near
Lancers Gap. Out on the prowl, to gauge men’s
attitude to gender violence, they were busy investi-
gating when one noticed a pair of legs under the
car.The legs, it turned out, were attached to a man
(one of their interviewees) who was snatching a
bag. On being caught, he went into protective male
mode.“I was only trying to kill a lizard,” he pro-
claimed innocently.Talk about thick-skinned.
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