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Jessica and Kaizer Motaung Jr, speaking up against human trafficking Photo: Kaizer Chiefs



Introduction and background

A land-locked country, Zimbabwe

is surrounded by Zambia, South

Afr ica,  Mozambique and

Botswana. While the country has

experienced historic migration to

and from these countries, the

flow of people across Zimbabwe’s

borders has increased in recent

years due to economic hardships

experienced in the country, which

has aggravated levels of human

trafficking.

The total projected population

of Zimbabwe is 12,2 Million

(Zimbabwe Central Statistical

Office, (CSO), 2007), the bulk of

which is comprised of women

and children.

Zimbabwe’s economic decline has been progressive

but was perhaps galvanised by the 1998’s fast-

track land reform programme, which resulted in

large numbers of former farm labourers finding

themselves homeless, jobless and ult imately

vulnerable. The cumulative result is what is evident

today, i.e. limited foreign currency, the “brain drain”

of many professionals to neighbouring countries and

beyond, and a generally poor economic base. Coupled

with these factors, vulnerability in the country is

exacerbated by high HIV prevalence rates, which have

been estimated to be about 15%, according to

UNAIDS. While the introduction of multiple currencies

P A G E  4 2  •  G E N D E R  &  M E D I A  D I V E R S I T Y  J O U R N A L

HUMAN RIGHTS AND WORLD CUP 2010

Vulnerability and the World Cup:

A trafficker’s window of opportunity

By Mildred Mushunje

Disaggregated
Population

Women (15-24)

Women (15-49)

Men (15-49)

Men (15-54)

Children (0-14)

Number

1,337,816

2,994,457

2,735,461

2,882,213

4,981,963

Source: Projected population figures, CSO 2008
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to the country has helped improve conditions, large

segments of the population remain vulnerable,

including many children. Below is a depiction of the

HIV trends projected up to 2013.

Trends in Adult HIV Prevalence, Zimbabwe
1970-2013

Against this backdrop of pre-existing vulnerability,

South Africa’s impending World Cup adds another

dimension as it is anticipated increased numbers of

people will cross over into South Africa in search of

economic prospects, with some becoming victims of

human traffickers.

Premised on the rationale that the World Cup

may exacerbate human trafficking in the country, this

paper describes the backdrop of vulnerability in

Zimbabwe and its relation to trafficking, with a

special focus on children. The paper concludes by

recommending measures that may help to curb human

trafficking in the country both in the run up to and

after the 2010 World Cup.

Children, HIV and vulnerability

The vulnerability of Zimbabwe’s children has been

driven by the aforementioned prevalence of HIV in

the county. Data from 2003 showed that 30% of

children under the age of 18 years were vulnerable

while a further 22% were orphans.1 HIV has

diminished robust traditional protective mechanisms

such as parental care support and the extended

family networks. Research shows that the absence

of adult caregivers increases children’s risk of

exposure to abuse, violence, exploitation and neglect.

Meanwhile, the burden of care and illnesses among

families affected by HIV often negatively impacts

household income and can disrupt children’s

education and, consequently, their future livelihoods.

With affected households struggling to survive,

children may be forced to seek employment and

may resort to transactional sex to secure food and

money for themselves and their families. Due

to gendered power imbalances, as well as the

onus of care placed on girls, they remain at a

heightened risk for abuse and exploitation, which
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is one of the drivers of the feminisation of the

HIV epidemic. In sub-Saharan Africa,2  three

quarters of 15- to 24-year-olds newly infected

with HIV are female – it is a trend replicated in

Zimbabwe, according to 2009 NAC figures.

HIV, child trafficking and the World Cup 2010

While data is difficult to source, it is estimated

that 1.2 million children are trafficked each year

across the world.3  A recent study conducted by

the International Labour Organization (ILO)5  in

South Africa, the United Republic of Tanzania and

Zambia underscores the relationship between

HIV, child labour and sexual exploitation. Where

girls are viewed as not being equal to boys, girls

are more likely to be trafficked for sexual exploit-

ation or sent to work as domestic labourers. Hidden

from public scrutiny, domestic workers are highly

vulnerable to physical, psychological and sexual

abuse. This same gender bias translates into fewer

income-earning opportunities for young women,

which increases the likelihood of sexual exploitation

and trafficking.

Given the extreme vulnerability of children in

Zimbabwe, it is anticipated that an increased number

of children will be trafficked into South Africa ahead

of the World Cup to fuel the boom in the sex trade

expected to accompany the influx of tourists. However,

those who choose to enter the South Africa through

their own free will are equally at risk of sexual

exploitation as children that are unable to find work,

particularly girls, may be recruited by brothels in which

work conditions are dangerous and pay poor. Unable

to negotiate condom use and safe sex in these

conditions, these girls are at an increased risk of

contracting HIV.

Their inability to negotiate for safe sex puts these

young girls at risk, but at the same time, the

opportunity for quick money makes this an attractive

option, creating a cyclical web from which they

find it hard to disentangle themselves. A recent report

by Girl Child Network found that clients now

demand much younger girls for sex,5  hence the

increase in child trafficking throughout the world. The

HIV epidemic can thus be linked to child trafficking

both as a cause and as a consequence.
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Will increased cross-border trade increase human trafficking? Photo: UNESCO
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Child trafficking in Zimbabwe

The United Nations defines human trafficking as

While most trafficking victims have been lured with

promises of jobs, better career prospects and

marriage, others are simply abducted. Trafficking

itself is a multi-dimensional problem encompassing

a range of varied and complex economical, social

and cultural issues. Poverty, deprivation, women’s

status as second-class citizens and weakened social

safety nets are some of the factors that contribute

to the sexual exploitation of women and children

and driven human trafficking. Inflicting grave human

rights abuses on their victims, sexual exploitation

and trafficking leave deep physical and psychological

scars on their victims.

In Zimbabwe, as in other countries, human trafficking

is difficult to detect with many people unaware that

they have, in fact, been “trafficked.”6  The country’s

economic situation, as well as its proximity to

prosperous South Africa, provides ample opportunities

for smugglers who are difficult to spot given the

enormity of out migration from Zimbabwe into South

Africa.

The most common border post for trafficking is

Beitbridge where Zimbabweans illegally residing in

South Africa – and who are thus unable to cross over

to Zimbabwe – await the arrival of their family

members, many of whom cross illegally as they lack

travel documents. Unsuspecting border jumpers, who

believe they have no legal recourse to report abuse

once in South Africa illegally, are at the mercy of

traffickers.

In the case of some children, they are ferried from

Zimbabwe into South Africa by malayitshas,7  or

legitimate minibus operators that make extra money

taking illegal immigrants to South Africa. According

to an International Organisation for Migration (IOM)

spokesperson for southern Afr ica, 8 i l legal ly

transporting people can be a small step towards

becoming a human trafficker. According to the

IOM, malayitshas have been linked to trafficking rings

and have specifically targeted vulnerable young

children to meet demands in labour and the sex trade

in South Africa.

Increasingly, the role of women in human trafficking

is being recognised as media reports have cited an

increasing number of groups of children seem to be

brought into the country by women.9  In April 2009,

media reported that a police spot check on a car en

route  to  Johannesburg  po l i ce  found two

unaccompanied boys aged 4 and 5 years with a

woman. The woman professed to be the boys’

mother, but when questioned the boys said they

did not know the women. Police concluded the

woman was probably part of a trafficking scam.

Flawed or non-existent birth registration systems

exacerbate trafficking in children l ike these,

according to the United Nations Children's Fund

(UNICEF).10 Unregistered children are easy to move

between countries because they never formally

acquire a nationality and are legally non-existent.

“the recruitment,

transportation, transfer,

harbouring or receipt of

persons by means of threat or

use of force or other forms of

coercion, of abduction, of

fraud, of deception, of the

abuse of power or of a position

of vulnerability, or of the giving

of or receiving of payments or

benefits to achieve the consent

of a person having control over

another person for the purpose

of exploitation.”
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Finally, it should be noted that human trafficking in

Z imbabwe does not  a lways mean cross ing

international borders. Rural Zimbabwean men,

women, and children are trafficked internally to farms

for agricultural labour and domestic servitude, and

to cities for domestic labour and commercial sexual

exploitation. This type of internal trafficking may

have increased with the worsening economic situation

and related school closures, as well as political

violence.11  With the 2010 World Cup at hand, it is

expected there will be increased movement to beyond

the borders of the country’s urban areas as young

girls who have been recruited into the urban areas

seek out higher returns in South Africa.

National responses to child trafficking

Currently, Zimbabwe has no laws specifically

prohibiting the trafficking of persons, although

existing statutes outlaw forced labour and all

forms of sexual exploitation, which are punish-

able by a fine, two years imprisonment or both. In

2007, government reported that it was drafting

comprehensive trafficking legislation; however this

is yet to be introduced to parliament.

However, the absence of a law has not stopped civil

soc iety,  a id organisat ions and government

departments from responding to trafficking. Reception

areas to receive Zimbabweans deported from South

Africa and Botswana have been established and the

Department of Immigration requires all deportees

returning from South Africa via the Beitbridge border

crossing to attend IOM-led briefings on safe migration,

which includes a discussion on human trafficking

and IOM and NGO assistance services. The reception

centre’s social workers, employed by the Department

of Social Services, and funded and trained by IOM,

returning deportees and refer them to NGO shelters,

however only one trafficking victim was identified

through this process in 2008.

In the case of children, special safeguards and care

are required owing to their age and the complex

There is a need to protect the region’s children Photo: Trevor Davies
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practice becomes more rampant and may indeed be

fuelled by the upcoming World Cup. Without such

laws, offenders who are caught may escape

prosecution and punishment. This requires continued

lobbying and advocacy to maintain child trafficking

on the legal and policy agenda even beyond 2010.

There is also a need to introduce easier birth

registration procedures to facilitate the acquisition

of identification and travel documents which should

then reduce the number of undocumented migrants

and children. Where possible, it is important to collect

data on children that travel without legitimate travel

documents, to find out the push factors driving their

migration and develop strategies that respond to

their needs.

Stiffer penalties for perpetrators

Those that have been caught engaged in child

trafficking have to be dealt with severely to the extent

that the penalties act as deterrents. Again, this begins

with Zimbabwe adopting appropriate legislation

under which to charge the perpetrators. In the interim,

experiences and abuses they may have suffered as

part of their migration. While all children require

protection, greater vigilance is needed to protect

those at greatest risk and special attention should

be paid to the particular risks to girls in these

situations. While children also benefit from the

interventions above, specific policy responses have

been crafted, such as the Children’s Act and the

National Action Plan for Orphans and Vulnerable,

however gaps remain.

Recommendations

There are a number of strategies that may help to

prevent instances of human trafficking.

Creating a protective environment

The environment for the protection of children needs

to be conducive and responsive to child protection

issues emerging from child trafficking. As a long-

term measure, there is need to put in place specific

laws related to child trafficking especially as the

Billboards at the border serve to warn travellers about trafficking Photo: IOM



and livelihoods that prepare them for adult life and

income generation, and remove them from the cycle

of poverty. Schools may not be enough considering

that the most vulnerable of children are likely to have

dropped out due to factors such as poverty, disruption

of home life and the burden of carework in HIV-

affected households. Viable options for children have

to be devised, options that will make it worth while

for them to spend time learning rather than thinking

of making quick money.

Education and awareness around child
trafficking

As child trafficking has only recently emerged on the

public agenda in Zimbabwe, it is imperative that the

government sets up national anti-trafficking education

campaigns to ensure that the public understands the

crime, and how to identify and report it. Such

sensitisation needs to cut across all sectors, including

health, education, transport and agriculture.

the penalties for current laws under which traffickers

could be prosecuted, i.e. the Criminal Code, Sexual

Offences Act and The Immigration Act, need to be

stiffer in order to ensure that those prosecuted receive

harsh sentences, which may act as a deterrent to

others involved in trafficking.

Addressing existing vulnerabilities

Trafficking in women and children can be minimised

by addressing one of the root causes – poverty. With

the recent relaxation of visa requirements for

Zimbabweans wishing to enter South Africa, the level

of illegal migration from Zimbabwe into South Africa

was expected to drop. However, this may not be so

for the most vulnerable, such as children, who cannot

access travel documents due to a lack of resources

and necessary documentation, i.e. birth certificates.

To achieve a real drop in illegal migration, vulnerable

populations need to be able to access livelihoods. In

the case of children, they need training in life skills

Need to protect young fans during World Cup Photo: Peter Reide
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and human trafficking. The World Cup had created

an environment which highlighted the potential for

trafficking and it was thus necessary to quell it

before it got out of hand. It was also suggested in

the same forum that there was need for the

extensive use of media to flood communities with

and  d i s semina te  in fo rmat ion  about  ch i ld

trafficking. Such information could include the

ways that children are coaxed and manipulated

into being trafficked so that communities then

become aware of some of the vices used by

traffickers.

In conclusion as the Director of Gender in the African

Union, Litha Musyimi-Ogana said at the colloquium,

“not everyone who has bought a ticket for world

cup is coming to watch the games”.

The onus is on everyone to ensure that children are

protected against trafficking, before, during and after

the World Cup 2010. The World Cup 2010 should

not be a foe for the girl child, but should bring

economic prosperity that will also benefit the girl

child.

Access to social services, including healthcare

Adequate and accessible healthcare and educational

services are protective as they not only prevent and

treat illness but may be a child’s first port of call,

allowing service providers to link the child with other

service providers, especially in cases of abused

children. Such services have to be easily accessible

to children and user-friendly to the extent that children

feel safe and that their privacy is protected. Education

services must also encompass non-formal educational

opportunities, especially for those girls who may have

forced to drop out of school to care for siblings

and/or relatives.

SADC-driven strategy

At the 2009 Gender Links Colloquium on the World

Cup 2010 held on 10 December 2009, participants

also recommended that since child trafficking

was across the borders, SADC countries could

converge and speak with one voice against child

and human trafficking. This could also include a

declaration by SADC countries to stamp out child

1 Ministry of Public Service, Labour and Social Welfare (2006), Zimbabwe 2003
Poverty Assessment Study Survey, (PASS 11)

2 Gender inequality and the vulnerability of girls, HIV/AIDS, 2006 Report on the
Global AIDS Epidemic, UNAIDS, Geneva, May 2006, p. 8.

3 International Labour Organisation (2005). A Global Alliance against Forced
Labour, Geneva: International Labour Organisation

4 ILO 2002, ‘A future without child labour,’ Report of the Director General,
2002

5 Girl Child Network 2005,  ‘Gravity of Girl Child Sexual Abuse in
Harare:  Towards creat ing a culture of prevent ion’ ,  Nairobi ,
www.kubatana.net/docs/sexual/gcn_sexual_abuse_zim_050517.pdf

6 Jacob Matakanye, CEO of the Musina Legal Advice Centre, told IRIN,
Source:  IRIN

7 This is a term that is usually used for taxi operators who ferry goods and
people from Zimbabwe to South Africa and vice versa. The ferrying of people
can be legal or illegal

8 Nde Ndifonka, IOM spokesperson, cited by Metro newspaper
9 Sebelo Sibanda of Lawyers for Human Rights in Musina, cited by Metro

newspaper
10 UNICEF 2004, ‘Monitoring the situation of children and women,’ Multiple

Indicator Cluster Survey, New York
11 U.S. Deparment of State June 2009,  Trafficking in Persons Report

Notes
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The Soccer World Cup may represent major economic

opportunities for South Africa, but the event may

have a less glamorous side to it – the possible increase

in sexual exploitation and human trafficking.

South Africa represents a beacon of hope to many

who come from countries across the continent in

pursuit of a better life. In some cases however,

women and children who move to South Africa’s
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cities with the promise of better opportunities find

that, on arrival, these promises are quickly broken.

These women may then find themselves exploited as

cheap labour or within the sex trade. Children who

arrive in South Africa from other countries are even

more vulnerable. Sometimes these children are

fortunate enough to escape, like Jesse*, a 14-year-

old girl who came to South Africa from Angola with

a man who her mother knew.

School closure may leave girls vulnerable Photo: Trevor Davies

Human trafficking: The scary side of the World Cup

By Rebecca Pursell



volunteers at stadia and awareness campaigns,

during the June World Cup period.

*Not her real name.
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Media’s sensationalistic approach to reporting sex work and 2010
has hampered open debate on reform and reinforced stereotypes
about sex workers

Her mother agreed for Jesse to travel to the country

for school and she was taken to live with a family

in the suburbs east of Johannesburg where she

was forced to clean house and have sex with

the man who brought her to South Africa. After

escaping, Jesse found herself alone on the streets of

Johannesburg’s inner city unti l  a young gir l

approached her and told her how she could make a

living through sex work. Jesse worked as a sex

worker until she was identified and placed in a

shelter, where she is recovering and returning to

school.

Jesse is one of the more fortunate ones, many

others like her are not able to escape or access

the help they need. The glamour of the World Cup

is only expected to draw more Jesses to cities like

Johannesburg. A project manager at one of the

city’s few shelters said there is an urgent need to

get the word out now on trafficking, both within

and outside of South Africa.

“If we do not get the message out to rural and

isolated communities, women and children will

continue to come to Johannesburg,” she said. “We

need to help them know that trafficking happens, it

can happen to anyone, and it can be done by

someone you know.”

The movement of people to South Africa for the

Soccer World Cup is not solely fuelled by perceived

economic opportunity. Some have speculated that

young children, who will be on school holidays

during the event, will seek transport to stadium

and cities in order to be part of the festivities.

Children may be travelling unaccompanied and

may be tempted to take rides from strangers in

order to get to match venues, leaving them open

to abuse.

Child protection organisations are lobbying at

provincial and national levels for the decision to

close South African schools to be reviewed

the closure of schools to be reviewed. They

are also calling for the earmarking of additional

child protection resources, such as community

Writers Bio
Rebecca Pursell is a social worker with
Khulisa Management Services.



In the eyes of many, 2010 is a year for Africa. Hosted

in South Africa, the 2010 World Cup will be the first

in history hosted on African soil. From the time of

the announcement of South Africa’s successful bid,

many neighbouring countries have been working

towards improving their infrastructure and making

sure their citizens are ready to take advantage of

the Cup’s economic opportunities.

Sex workers have not lagged behind in preparing to

take their share of World Cup profits, but this

opportunity is likely to come with dangers of

harassment, abuse and discrimination under the

current legal framework in South Africa, which offers

them little or no protection.

For Maria Mubanga,* the road to sex work was not

an easy one. As a child, she never dreamt of

becoming a sex worker but the death of her parents

when she was 11 years old left her with the financial

burden of looking after siblings and relatives. When

a woman promised a job in a South African hotel,

she was quick to pack her bags. She only later

discovered the “job” was selling her body, but said

she felt forced to stay knowing her family depended

on the income. It’s a job that comes with its own

stigma and often puts those that ply the trade at

risk of abuse, HIV and assault not just by clients but

also by police.

Sisonke is organisation providing life skills, HIV

outreach and other services to sex workers. Sisonke’s

Jacob Motsamai said that because sex work is

currently illegal in South Africa, sex workers have

P A G E  5 2  •  G E N D E R  &  M E D I A  D I V E R S I T Y  J O U R N A L

HUMAN RIGHTS AND WORLD CUP 2010

little legal recourse to abuse by clients, police or

brothel owners. The organisation is advocating for

the decriminalisation of the industry in order to

promote regulation that Motsamai said will benefit

both sex workers and their clients.

“We want full decriminalisation of sex work to

take away all the laws that criminalise sex work,”

he said. “It will mean that sex work will be recog-

nised as work and that the sex workers will enjoy

the protection of labour and occupational health

laws.”

 “At the moment, most sex workers are exploited by

many, including journalists that come to get

information from the sex workers and benefit out of

it while sex workers do not benefit,” he added.

“There are times when journalists come to interview

the sex workers and get photographs with promises

that they would disguise their voices or not use their

full photos, but when the articles are published, the

opposite happens.”

A lack of sensitive reporting by the media has hurt

advocacy efforts around sex work, according to

Motsamai, who said many sex workers now refuse

interviews with media, especially with international

outlets.

An International Day of No Violence Against

Sex Workers was held on December 17 as part of

advocacy efforts and in order to pay respects to the

many sex workers who have been killed and abused

through out the world, particularly in South Africa.

Sex workers vulnerable during 2010

By Perpetual Sichikwenkwe



arrested will miss the opportunity to make money,

he added.

“We are calling for the urgent (revision of the) law

to protect sex workers because we want them to

benefit from the world cup as well,” Motsamai added.

‘”here is an opportunity for sex workers to make

money but with fears of continued police harassment

it may not be possible.”

Marlise Richter, from the Steve Biko Centre for

B ioeth ic s  a t  Johannesburg ’s  Un iver s i t y  o f

Witwatersrand said sex workers have generally

been overlooked in South Africa. Meanwhile, Richter

said the continued criminalisation of the industry

continues to fuel the HIV epidemic and disregard sex

workers’ human rights.

She says from the time the sex work reform

process started in 1997 when the South African Law

Reform Commission was charged with investi-

gating sexual offences relating to children, the

commission has not yet come up with the final
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Motsamai said many women’s organisations and

human rights advocates argue that the only

legalisation will respect and protect the human rights

of sex workers and protect them from violence and

exploitation at the hands of clients, police and even

their partners. Without a change in the law, sex

workers will face much of the same discrimination

and abuse they do now, with or without the World

Cup.

During a recent review of the law, sex workers

organised to make submissions to the South

African Law Reform Commission in support of

decriminalisation. These submissions drew upon

their experiences of the law, police and working

conditions.

Motsamai said fear among the sex workers is growing

as the World Cup approaches as they have alleged

police have threatened to crack down on sex

workers, arresting them and putting them behind

bars for the duration of the sporting event. This has

raised a lot of fear among the sex workers who if

San Francisco Vigil to End Violence Against Sex Workers Photo: Steve Rhodes
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solution to sex work reform. Instead, the commission

has shied away from releasing draft legislation on

the matter and opted to suggest four ways the law

can approach sex work, namely total criminalisation,

partial criminalisation, non decriminalisation or

decriminalisation, or regulation - each with a different

meaning and impact on sex workers, Richter said.

Meanwhile, discourse around the World Cup and sex

work itself remains highly stigmatising, often painting

sex workers as carriers of HIV, argued Richter, who

called the argument short-sighted, moralistic and

skewed by prejudice as it ignores the fact that both

parties in sexual transactions should take responsibility

for practicing safer sex.

Ultimately, the World Cup and the current law reform

process provide an important opportunity to recognise

the rights of sex workers, she said. She added that

it is vital that human rights and women’s advocates,

as well as the media, seize the strategic opening to

promote understanding and insight into one of

society’s most vulnerable and marginalised groups.

The New Life Centre in Johannesburg was founded

to reach out to vulnerable and exploited women

and girls, and cofounder Babalwa Makawula argued

that decriminalising of sex work was not solution to

problems faced by sex workers. Instead, rehabilitation

and skill development towards alternate forms

of income generation is the real solution to sex

workers’ vulnerability, as most felt they had been

forced into the work by poverty, abuse or trafficking,

she said.

“I do not see how decriminalising sex work will

help sex workers because I have difficulties in

understanding who is going to help whom?” she

asked. “When a sex worker is going for business in

a room, she does not go there with her employer or

someone who can protect her from abuse from her

client.”

“Engaging in sex is not work in itself because when

you are doing it, you do not feel okay. You have no

pride in what you doing and there is no fulfillment,”

Makawula argued. “When you are working, you

must feel the passion that goes with that work. Sex

work does not give that feeling to most women.”

She advocated not for legalising sex work, but for

prioritising the economic empowerment of sex

workers through skill development in the run-up to

the World Cup.

“My advice to women and men that are engaging

or planning to engage in sex work to earn a living

during the World Cup and beyond is for them to

look back when they were young and remember

those nice dreams they had of making a living out,”

she said. “They should not be confused to believe

that sex work is the only way for them to make

money during the 2010 and beyond.”

*Not her real name

Marlise Richter

Writers Bio
Perpetual Sichikwenkwe is a writer from Zambia.



the excitement that comes with 2010, there are

concerns that their children were likely to be involved

in illegal dealings because they would have nothing

to do.

Jackie Ndayizigiye, a survivor of domestic violence,

said churches must also play a pivotal role in ensuring

children’s safety. “Churches must have activities for

the youths. I always tell my son to choose good

friends and to be careful, I also encourage him to go

to church,” she said.

Some school children said they would keep themselves

busy to avoid being victims of sex exploitation and

drug trafficking during the tournament. “It would

be a good idea if I can find something to do. I would

want to do something like selling tickets or just

anything to keep me away from the streets,” said

Thabang from Randburg. He said young people loved

sports and it would be wise if they are allowed to

watch all the games for free.

A reverend from Lutheran Church, Miriam Manga,

said they were still to get a confirmation that schools

will be closed during the event. “It is a concern for

us as the church to see what these children will be

doing during that time.”

It is not only South African children that are in danger.

Poverty in the region will force most women in and

around the region to be in South Africa in quest of

the opportunities likely to come with major event.

Drug trafficking increases with big events. Many

women are being used for the illicit trafficking of
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As the FIFA 2010 World Cup approaches, there are

fears that the world’s most prestigious football event

will negatively impact South African young girls and

women. Some expect a marked increase of human

trafficking, child exploitation and drug trafficking

cases.

With schools closed during the tournament, there is

likely going to be an increase in the number of

children drawn into the streets of South Africa. These

schoolchildren face the danger of being exploited by

unscrupulous elements for prostitution and drug

dealing.

Organisations working in children’s rights and welfare

say child trafficking is likely to pick up ahead of the

Soccer World Cup, as well as increase the numbers

of underage sex workers in the streets.

Children’s organisations and churches are warning

parents to keep a close eye on their children. They

are also advising children who want to make pocket

money during the World Cup to be careful about

who approaches them and going to places without

family.

“Parents should sit and talk to their children. However

this is not enough, we need stakeholders, business

people to create small jobs for them,’ said Gugu

Motoken from Go Girl Global. She added that young

people need to have teenage support groups that

will make them busy.

Some mothers who spoke to this reporter, said with

Keeping an eye on kids during World Cup

By Sandra Mandizvidza
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“I urge all the women to be careful and not let

desperation lead them into dealing in i l legal

things. I lost a sister through drug trafficking. Let

us unite as women and fight drug traffickers and

other things that exploit us,” she said.

Writers Bio
Sandra Mandizvidza is a journalist with
the Standard Newspaper in Zimbabwe.

drugs. In most cases, these women are used to

transport drugs as well and end up themselves being

trafficked into sex work.

According to some online reports The United

Nations Office for Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and

South Africa's Central Drug Authority (CDA) recently

warned that drug cartels could use the international

event that will see over 400,000 sport-crazy visitors

flock to the country to bring in large amounts of

drugs.

There is an increased flow of hard drugs through

other countries in the region.

In recent months, seizures of hard drugs in countries

such as Zambia, Mauritius, Angola, Namibia and

other countries, have become the order of the day.

Motoken urged all women to be careful and not to

let poverty lead them into drug trafficking.
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Sex, romance and risk in 2010

By Delta Ndou

been little said about the fact that visitors may be

exposed to the virus and that contracting HIV is a

very real threat in sub-Saharan Africa generally

as well as in South Africa,” she added. “This is

possibly understandable as any country would

want to downplay the negative… however ignor-

ing the possibility that visitors may contract HIV

is neither a rational nor logical way of addressing

the issue.”

She said the South African government together

with the FIFA World Cup administrators should

ensure that all tourists are educated about the HIV

prevalence rates in South Africa and about HIV

Fungai Machirori

If there is anything that rouses the passion, emotion

and excitement of people it is soccer, and the stage

is set for fireworks come the 2010 World Cup - but

has the media done its part to make sure no one

gets burned?

The influx of tourists expected to accompany the

Cup is expected to create a surge in demand for

South Africa’s sex industry, but some feel media has

not done its part to sensitise international audiences

about the risk of unsafe sex – whether paid for or

not.

Marlise Richter, an HIV researcher and activist with

Steve Biko Centre for Bioethics at Johannesburg’s

University of Witwatersrand, said that while much

attention was being given to the debate on

decriminalising sex work ahead of 2010; not all

sexual activities would necessarily take place as a

result of sex work. Some people could easily

“romanticise” the idea of having casual sex with

partners of different nationalities, which they might

perceive as “exotic.”

Meanwhile, Richter said, the media and government

have downplayed the problem of HIV, and attributed

this failure to give explicit messages about HIV

prevention to attempts to protect the country’s

image. “The media has not yet made it explicitly

clear that visiting nationalities risk contracting HIV

should they engage in sexual liaisons without taking

the necessary precautions,” she said.

“In all the messages regarding 2010 there has
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“What is encouraging is that the president has set

a new mood and government has indicated a

willingness to engage with stakeholders, NGOs and

civic society in ensuring that an HIV counselling and

testing campaign takes place ahead of, during and

after the World Cup,” she said. Machirori asserted

that a massive drive to ensure adequate condom

supply was critical ahead of 2010 as well as initiating

programmes that would educate visitors about HIV

in order for them to understand the risks involved in

unsafe sex.

Advocacy manager of the AIDS Consortium, Gerard

Payne said AIDS organisations needed to understand

how the hype surrounding the Cup could manifest

in people engaging in highly risky sexual behaviour

prevention. Fungai Machirori, an HIV researcher and

media specialist, said there was need to ensure

that foreigners were provided with the necessary

information to make informed decisions about

their sexual activities as it would be essential for

individuals to demonstrate their own “sexual

responsibility.”

Machirori, who works for the South African National

AIDS Council (SANAC), pointed out that President

Jacob Zuma and government as a whole had

shown political will and commitment to stemming

the tide of HIV infections and that there was a

“new mood” in the country long characterised

by what some referred to as “AIDS denialism”

under previous administrations.

Part of the Scrutinise! HIV campaign is designed to raise HIV/AIDS awareness in South Africa
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Scrutinise! HIV campaign is designed to raise HIV/AIDS awareness
in South Africa

and that programmers should plan accordingly to

mitigate the risks of possible reckless behaviour. He

added that his organisation was engaging with

communities to address risky behaviour and would

be partnering SANAC, government and other

stakeholders to coordinate efforts.

“Against a background of 1000 people dying daily

of AIDS-related illnesses and 1000 more being

infected daily, we recognise how critical it is for us

to inform, educate and spread awareness to locals

and visitors about the dangers of engaging in risky

sexual behaviour,” he said.

Payne observed that the World Cup could set a

platform for the nation to address social issues,

particularly in engaging men. He mentioned that it

is important to embrace the fact that South Africans

“most probably could pose a threat to foreigners,

most of whom come from countries where HIV is

not a present or real threat.”

He said it was vital to drive a strong message of

positive living, to lobby for the training of more

health personnel to ensure the expansion of

HIV Counselling and Testing initiatives as well

as a need to provide an adequate supply of

condoms. Although he admitted that visitors

would be “vulnerable” to the threat of HIV and

that AIDS organisations had to be prepared to

respond effectively to this possibility it was each

individual’s obligation to take responsibility for their

own sexual choices.

South Africa could benefit from borrowing a leaf

from Germany’s book. When the country hosted the

2006 World Cup, it insisted that condoms be

distributed at all ports of entry at matches and tourist

destinations.
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As the World Cup dates draws near, the energy in

South Africa and the neighbouring countries is

palpable. Millions of people will soon streaming to

South Africa to watch one of the most coveted

tournament in the football fraternity.

But with this tournament and the excitement that

comes with it, there will be tears and grief as well.

Activists have raised a red flag, concerned about

potential increase in sexual violence during the 2010

World Cup.

For the many local and foreign women sex

workers who will be present at the tournament, lack

of protection will mean going to go back to their

homes and countries with scars that will take years

to heal.

The World Cup is going to make many women

vulnerable to sexual violence including rape and its

outcomes: HIV infection and unplanned pregnancies.

Illegal brothels are likely to traffic young women within

and from outside South Africa to meet the sexual

demands of the thousands of men at this tournament.

This is not far fetched.

Findings of several studies and reports show that

sexual violence and aggression increases during sports

time. Recent reports in the South African press shows

sexual assaults to have soared by 10% before the

World Cup. Other studies show that tournaments like

this are fertile grounds for perpetrators of sexual

violence who are able to gain access to vulnerable

young girls.

The studies further show that sexual violence towards

women is one of the key drivers of HIV infection. In

Swaziland, for instance, a UNIFEM study conducted

less than two years ago found out that one-third of

the girls and young women had experienced some

sort of sexual violence. Many of them were HIV positive.

In South Africa, there are understandable fears that

with criminals going into an overdrive mode during

this World cup period, the figure on sexual violence

might triple.

But the question is, are the health and support

systems in South Africa and other countries in

the Southern African Development Community

(SADC) prepared for this? What preventive

measures have they put in place to help minimize

the dangers of sexual violence that lurk in the

shadows of this World Cup? Are there program-

mes empowering women on what to and what

not to do to remain safe or who to turn to in the

event they are sexually violated?

If you pose this question to relevant authorities in

South Africa and the neighbouring countries, the

answer is likely to be a disappointing no. No resources

have been set aside to deal with survivors of rape or

sexual violation that are likely to happen with the

World cup.

Yet, Swaziland, South Africa and other SADC countries

have committed themselves to Mi l lennium

Development Goal number 5 whose one of the targets

calls for universal access to reproductive health, which

all countries must make a reality.

Sex scars may last long after the World Cup

By Arthur Okwemba
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In the remaining months before the tournament

starts, South Africa must move fast to put in places

measures, including policies, to respond to the needs

of the women who will be vulnerable to sexual

violation.

Addressing the lack of awareness regarding the

appropriate action survivors of sexual violence need

to take; unfriendly legal systems; unfriendly police;

and protecting the offender especially if he is closely

related to the victim, are things the South African

government will have to deal with before, during and

after the World Cup.

At the moment, there is growing agreement that

legislation and the right policies may be the key

ingredient in ensuring increased access to care and

management of sexually violated women in the SADC

region and other African countries.

This thinking arises from the fact that a significant

number of women who are raped rarely access

emergency interventions designed to prevent unwanted

pregnancies, HIV transmissions and other life-

threatening sexual infections, and offer psychosocial

support. At the moment, majority of the women who

are violated have to either put up with what they go

through, or, for those who can afford, seek services

in the expensive private sector.

Even where these services exist within reachable

distances and are offered free of charge, majority

of the women lack information on their availa-

bility. As the World Cup draws near, gender activists

need to come out and advocate for laws and

policies that ensure people, especially women,

enjoy their reproductive health rights during the

tournament. The government has to use its wider

network of health facilities to offer these services

Taking stock of gender violence prevention during 16 Days of Activism Photo: Colleen Lowe Morna



rather than leaving them to NGOs which have limited

reach.

This is the time for the South African Sexual Offenses

Act to be implemented to the fullest to ensure access

to health and other supportive services as well as

widen access to justice for violated women. Current

laws have seen men who perpetrate sexual violence

fail to see the corridors of justice or those who get

there to walk scot-free from courts, just because of

the inadequacies or loopholes in the current laws.

The other challenge is the expenses required to institute

legal action against perpetrators of violence are beyond

the reach of many poor women and men. These are

issues that need attention now.
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Korean fans enjoy World Cup in 2002 Photo: Marxpix


