
Media
coverage of

World Cup 2010

Tonya Graham interviewing and Kaombona Kanani takes photo of Litha Musyimi-Ogana, AU
Commission, at the launch of Score A Goal for Gender Equality campaign    Photo: Naomi Blight
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   trides for women?

The year 2010 will bring many aspects of life in South

Africa into view for people around the world. There

are competing theories about whom such grandiose

event-stagings benefit: credible arguments can be

made for the view that the Olympic Games or the

FIFA World Cup infuse an established order with new

Germinal Gender Narrative:

Teaching the Media Environment to Relay the Message

by Joseph Robertson

Abstract

The FIFA World Cup is coming to South Africa this year. There

are competing theories about whom such grandiose event-

stagings benefit: the Olympic Games or the FIFA World Cup

infuse an established order with new money, media focus and

influence, but such events can also elevate civic virtues by

forcing an established order to exhibit them. The 2010 World

Cup can put all issues relating to women’s rights and possibilities

in the forefront of global perceptions of South Africa. Media do

not exist in a vacuum, but by definition are contacts between

people. Heightening awareness of violence against women and

inequality of opportunity requires a germinal discourse, aiming

to spread a new perspective through an environment not

necessarily attuned to the vocabulary of the problem. The

concentrated media environment of the World Cup can shift

boundaries between competing structurations of identity, leaving

a more dynamic discursive terrain in which to raise awareness

and work to improve the conditions facing real people whose

stories may be too little explored or misunderstood.
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money, media focus and influence, while others see

such events as necessarily elevating civic virtues by

forcing an established order to exhibit them. The

2010 World Cup can put all issues relating to women’s

rights and possibilities in the forefront of global

perceptions of South Africa.
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South Africa has the legal framework, the people,

the initiative, in short: the means, of making great

strides forward for women, but also conditions that

pose a constant threat to women’s health, physical

safety and possibility for ascending through the

established order to maximise their potential, in the

workplace, the political sphere or even the realm of

personal realisation. South Africa’s commitment to

reaching the Millennium Development Goals [MDG]

on gender issues should be moved forward as the

world turns its gaze on the situation South African

women face in living their daily lives.

Media do not exist in a vacuum, but by definition

are contacts between people. An event as pervasive

and attention-grabbing as the World Cup cannot

occur without the media environment experiencing

a wave of feedback inducements to new points of

view. On rights issues, this can just as easily lead

to voluntary adoption of the view that change is too

hard, or even unnecessary, as to an increased

understanding of what civic virtues need to be

elevated, why and to what end. The chronically low

profile of the problem of domestic violence in

many societies, or the particular difficulties US

president Barack Obama has had in effecting

sweeping reforms in healthcare or banking, are

examples of how easily an urge to distraction can

shift popular consciousness away from the project

of engagement with problem-solving.

Engagement with the media environment from a

humanitarian perspective, to deepen the general

understanding of women’s issues and heighten

awareness of violence against women and inequality

of opportunity, means taking a germinal role,

aiming to spread a new perspective through an

environment not necessarily attuned to the vocab-

ulary of the problem. The philosopher Brian Massumi

writes in Parables for the Virtual that: “A germinal

or ‘implicit’ form cannot be understood as a shape

or structure. It is more a bundle of potential

functions localised, as a differentiated region,

within a larger field of potential. In each region,

a shape or structure begins to form, but no

sooner dissolves as its region shifts in relation to

the others with which it is in tension. There is a kind

of bubbling of structuration in a turbulent soup of

regions of swirling potential. The regions are separated

from each other by dynamic thresholds rather than

by boundaries.” (Massumi 2002, 34)

Abstract as it may be, Massumi’s analysis regards the

nature of media and information flows. He uses this

analysis of Simondon’s exploration of “non-localised

relations” as key to how atoms “emerge” from an

undefined region of interrelations as a new vocabulary

to talk about how recognisable forms - which can

include perceptions, identities, even preconceptions

- coalesce around evolving relations and feed back

into their environment. The intense media focus on

South Africa, during the 2010 World Cup, offers that

“bubbling of structuration” and the real possibility

of more “dynamic thresholds” operating between

competing visions of the nation, its culture and its

people, where before there had been less permeable

boundaries.

The great psychological theorist and researcher

Luce Irigaray treats the way reflections on the love

offered to, or coming from, the other are dealt with

by men or by women. Her assertion is that each

subject may perceive the other either as part of a

system of relations centered on the self or as the

focus of one’s own relational outreach. In the

 former, the other is treated in the third person and

the focus is on the first person; in the latter,

the other enjoys second person privilege and the

first person is subsumed in the question of the

other’s reaction to that outreach. This suggests that

any communication on issues of sexual difference,

or on the promotion of a more just and egalitarian

future, will first have to pass through “the bubble in

which [the listener] is situated and enclosed”. (Irigaray

1993, 135)

The listener listens through an implicit inquiry as

to how message relates to life within the space

of his or her own selfhood. Massumi’s “parable” of

a “bubbling of structuration,” of “differentiated

spaces” across a “field of potential,” suggests the

intensity of an environment of emergence, of
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The media environment of the 2010 FIFA World

Cup may be hostile to any narrative focused on the

details of equality/inequality or justice/injustice

dynamics, except where that narrative fits into the

narrative of nations, performance and talent.
For actual nation states, their socio-political “virtues”

can be equated to “talent,” defining the field of

potential across which civic-minded awakenings

and social justice reforms can emerge.

International experiences

In 1992, the autonomous

Spanish region of Catalunya,

whose capital is Barcelona,

se i zed  the  oppor tun i t y

inherent  in  host ing the

Olympic Games to highlight

its unique cultural situation,

its history of linguistic and

political marginalisation and

the fragility of Spain’s young

democracy, rooted in the

post-fascist constitution of

1978, in effect for just 14

years at the t ime of the

Barcelona Games. Spain, as a

whole, with a Socialist party

government made up of

fierce opponents of the old

fascist regime, sought to

build its qualifications, not

just perceived qualifications,

as a viable, stable, humane

democracy. ‘Nationalism’,

including Catalán regional

n a t i o n a l i s m ,  v i e d  f o r

prominence with humanism.

The darker s i d e  o f

nationalistic leanings was

demonstrated by the removal

of Roma and vagrants living

i n  s h a n t i e s  a l o n g  t h e

waterfront to predetermined

sites on the outskirts of the

city. (Sadd 2009)

germinal communications, can move some of those

perceptual barriers and shift the communicative

process into a realm of ‘dynamic thresholds’. If

the emergent arguments are received only at

the  dynamic  thresho lds  ac ross  which  the

communication seeks to travel, then the message

is conditioned as much by the perceptual field

in which i t  emerges as by the conceptual

(germinal) understanding of its proponents.

An estimated global television audience of 200 million joined the
2,000 invited guests in the Draw Hall to watch the Match Schedule
unfold.



the economic boom surrounding the Games

exacerbated a problem of chronic inequity in housing,

pushing property values far beyond what lower-income

residents —Cataláns and immigrants alike— could

afford. This, together with the revitalisation of civic

sentiment and the urge to demand democratisation

and equality in new areas, helped lead to a widespread

and still powerful housing-focused protest movement.

(Del Olmo 2004)

The lasting legacy has been a trenchant Catalán

popular valuation of open democracy, civic aware-

ness and plural ism, even where that means

accepting the Catalán-speaking children of African

and Asian immigrants as Catalán. The intense focus

on Barcelona and its attendant political and social

Similarly, the 2010 World Cup could turn into a quest

to obscure ongoing injustices suffered by women in

South Africa. However, it’s important to note that the

Catalán identity culture was, as a result of the

enthusiasm and the focus on civic virtues and

democratisation, overtaken by a wave of youthful civic

engagement more interested in demonstrating the

idiosyncratic virtues of an egalitarian parliamentary

democracy than in using force or censorship to create

the appearance of order. To the extent that the 1992

Barcelona Olympic Games spurred a construction

boom, and therefore windfalls for the related industries,

the claim that they were a great social success needs

to be tested against whether that boom also benefited

groups who were marginalised or underprivileged

before the Games. For many, the perception is that

MEDIA COVERAGE OF WORLD CUP 2010
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Ellis Park Stadium - What will World Cup mean for resident in areas like this? Photo: ChuckAitch
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helped to spread the atmosphere of complaint

and the germinal argument for reform, i.e. the idea

that indeed a problem exists and reform could be

desired and supported by serious people across the

society.

Both Spain and China have traditionally been hard

places for women and the modernising urge

to comprehensively open the field of socio-political

potential to women has been fought even from

within the ranks of modernising establishments that

claim to accept at least the practicality of tapping

into the vast talent pool women comprise. The

deliberate elevation of open democracy as an

indispensable social good, in Catalunya and more

broadly in Spain, has helped to ensure that, while

inequality, injustice and violence against women

persist, they are treated as a problem, a deviation

the society as a whole should struggle against. There

are more tools within reach of women and those

who would advocate for them or seek to craft real-

culture allowed for that bubbling of structuration,

with regard to cultural and national identity, moving

boundaries and leaving an intangible but measurable

social incentive to adhere to more open and

democratic principles.

The bubbling of political perspectives - which means

the dynamisation of differences and the freer

movement of ideas - was also evident in China,

during the months surrounding the 2008 Olympic

Games. The Charter ’08 movement was not limited

to one region or a narrow group of intellectuals:

it marked the emergence of a critical mass of

popular complaint against corrupt institutions and

arbitrary abuses. China’s governmental reaction

was authoritarian in tone and method, and entailed

a crackdown on dissent and the ja i l ing of

dissidents linked to the reform movement. Though

the most visible supporters of the Charter ’08

petition for democratic reform, have been detained

and face serious prison time, that reaction itself

Covering 2010 final draw Photo: Flowcomm
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world solutions to ongoing injustice. Only when the

sense of relevance works as a vehicle for the message

of need for improved conditions and social change

does the ground on which identity is structured shift

adequately for those real-world solutions to gather

momentum.

Communicating rights in 2010

2010 will be characterised by an urge to celebrate
South Africa, to hold it up as a beacon of sorts to

other nations. This climate can take on the more

repressive, less convincing style of a regime in denial,

or it can show the fundamental civic virtue, the

sophistication and seriousness of a democracy intent

on studying, discussing and overcoming oppression

of all kinds. The South African narrative already lends

itself to this better, more convincing approach, and

should be part of the more dynamic threshold terrain

between the message of national progress and the

spread of information regarding women’s struggles,

achievements and potential.

Bringing about the emergence of a new awareness

of pervasive inequality and hidden injustice, within

this “bubbling of structuration” of the national

identity is the challenge all communicative efforts

with an interest in women’s rights must face in South

Africa in 2010. Working within the historical sweep

of the narrative likely to take hold around the World

Cup will create unprecedented opportunities for

researchers, NGOs and documentarians, to provide

a more intimate glimpse of how immediate and how

far-reaching are the questions of progress on the

UN-backed Millennium Development Goals and

assessing the Human Development Index status of

women and girls.

The real, measurable effects of chronic poverty,

impediments to equal education, reproductive rights

or physical intimidation, on the life and potential of

women in South African society or in the broader

region can be brought to light more easily in a media

environment that seeks to elevate fairness, merit,

human worth, and some of the other ideals of

organised sport. But this requires a consistency of

sourcing and the building of reliable relation-

ships with media and the political establishment.

To give voice to the women not heard in the media

haze spanning so many weeks and months and

transitions in the national mood, the facts of those

women’s lives need to find their way into the voices

that deliver information directly to people for whom

it will be a revelation, an awakening to the world

around them.

The 2009 Millennium Development Goals report from

the United Nations highlights some of the causes of

chronic poverty and inequality. Even as poverty in

most regions has been greatly reduced as a percentage

of the population, and statistics had shown trends

approaching the MDG targets, the global financial

crisis has reversed that trend. The report finds that

as a result of the crisis, in 2009, an estimated 55

million to 90 million more people will be living in

extreme poverty than anticipated before the crisis.

(UN 2009, 4)

Conflict is another driver of economic hardship, and

the relevance of those factors to life in South Africa

comes into focus when spillover in terms of social

opportunity, behavioural patterns, and even

contagious disease (UN 2009, 33), makes contact

between stable communities and those fleeing conflict

elsewhere a fact of life. The convergence of crisis

politics with already entrenched economic degradation

and open conflict, across regions, has the very real

potential to actually cause new forms of poverty,

degradation and abuse, to emerge and to spread.

Poverty is not customarily linked to women’s rights

in routine media perceptions of issues bound

up with bias and violence against women, but

poverty affects women and children dispropor-

tionately across the world, especially where social

convention reduces women’s access to education,

to property, to decision-making, to sustainable-

wage employment. The MDG report for 2009

 shows the plight of the working poor worsening,

across the world. And as people are forced into

unstable, risky or extreme low-pay employment,

women find their defences within civil society



it will, in the future, be a more stable, more lucrative

option for investment and sustained development.

This narrative can be, and must be, more than

narrative; it must be matched by a sustained

commitment by polit ical actors to move the

country forward in precisely the ways that illustrate

this progress. Doing so will benefit women and

girls, as the right to education and the quality and

legitimacy of the educational environment are

expanded.

Education is one of the most effective ways to combat

gender discrimination, as it provides for future

can be depleted and their r ights and safety

undermined.

Impact on education

Childhood education is also being challenged by

the global crisis, with sub-Saharan Africa accounting

for nearly half of the world’s 72 million children

not in school or without access to school. (UN 2009,

15) South Africa will seek to show it does not

reflect this trend, but has found ways to advance

the educational rights of its diverse communities

and of both male and female children, a sign that

What will the impact be on education? Photo: Trevor Davies
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competency in decision-making roles, and also

is approaching parity in the developing world.

Though the preset target for parity in education

was missed, “In the developing regions as a

whole, 95 girls were enrolled in primary school for

every 100 boys in 2007, compared to 91 in 1999.”

(UN 2009, 18) Women are also vulnerable due to

the large percentage of the world’s unpaid work

they perform. Framing the discussion of such issues

in relation to the status of women and girls is crucial

to making the real facts of any society’s progress in

terms of promoting the civic virtue that is equality,

tolerance and the protection of those who may find

themselves in danger.

The World Cup’s connection to a male-focused

athletic and entertainment culture may have the

inadvertent effect of sidelining women’s issues, even

as discussion of social realities in South Africa

emerges into the intensified media environment of

2010. But involving women, as athletes, as members

of society, as relevant to the narrative of the nation,

its progress, and even to building the long-term

relevance of the World Cup’s African setting, can

help change the dynamics of those thresholds

between competing identity cultures and points of

view.
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While most people perceive the 2010 FIFA World Cup

as a men’s show, some journalists in the Southern

African Development Community (SADC) have made

the commitment to keep gender on the media agenda

heading into and after the 2010 World Cup.

Through a regional “Business Unusual” programme

initiated by Gender Links, SADC journalists are turning

economic and political reporting around by looking

for the gender angle. Part of an ongoing programme,

the business unusual concept has been turned towards

the 2010 World Cup.

During a week-long event held in December last year,

journalists from countries ten southern African

countries including Malawi, Tanzania and Mauritius

learned about the potential economic opportunities

that may accompany the 31-day soccer event, and

the importance the Cup may hold for women.

While in South Africa, the journalists participated in

a debate on whether civil society and the media have

failed women leaders or whether women leaders

have failed journalists and the public in opening a

gender sensitive discourse around the event. Delta

Ndou, a journalist with Zimbabwe’s Sunday News
mentioned that the media and civil society, especially

men, in Zimbabwe are beginning to appreciate the

role that women played during the country’s economic

and political struggles.

“Women, who mostly operate as informal traders,

were the ones feeding the country after the formal

sector had collapsed,” she said. “They intensified

cross border trade to ensure the survival of their

families, especially children when most men had fled

to other countries for greener pastures.”

She went on to describe how women like Zimbabwe’s

current Minister of Regional Integration and

International Cooperation Priscilla Misihairabwi-

Mushonga, had been instrumental in the formation

of a new unity government

“When men politicians were busy with cheap

politicking for their own selfish reasons… (She) stood

firm to bring all political opponents together for the

good of Zimbabwe,’ she said.

She further observed that with the advent of a unity

government in Zimbabwe, the media, especially those

that are state-owned, have had no choice but to report

more about gender.

However, Ugandan Flazia Rwahuroro said that the

media is doing little to promote women who are

already in decision-making positions and continue to

portray women negatively.

But Alec Lushaba, editor of Swaziland’s Weekend
Observer argued that female sources are not

forthcoming with media that deadlines meant media

did not have the time to pursue difficult sources like

these.

He said that ahead of the 2010 World Cup, women

and the media must work closely to ensure that nobody

is left out of the beneficiaries’ list and to address

SADC journalists examine gender ahead of 2010

By Vincent Phiri
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environment, which is conducive to operate their

businesses during the World Cup Games,” said

Deborah Walter, editor for Gender Links. “The

media has the role to champion women’s needs.”

Walter also advocated that media use the World

Cup as an opportunity to draw attention to

women’s football, and advance gender equality

with the sport.

possible gender-based problems that might come

during the soccer tournament.

Delegates also brainstormed about the possibilities

and challenges facing women tied to the World Cup,

particularly around the economy, sex work, human

trafficking, and communicating for gender equality

during soccer 2010.

After the debate, Lushaba said he felt that journalists

were better able to report sensitively on the World

Cup in a manner that would promote gender equality.

“We have skills to demonstrate how the provisions of

the Gender Protocol could be applied to a key regional

economic activity, Soccer 2010,’ echoed Tanzanian

journalist Angel Navuri.

“Above all, women informal traders want an

Alec Lushaba, left, at the debate Photo: Naomi Blight
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“We used to have one woman sports reporter in our

news room, but she no longer reports on soccer because

she is a mother who has to look after her family,” said

Alec Lushaba, editor of Swaziland’s Weekend Observer.
“Come 2010 FIFA World Cup I personally feel most

female reporters will just be spectators.”

Lushaba said that many female journalists are more

inclined to adopt beats like business rather than sports

because they have little connection with sports after

having been socialised as children to believe a woman’s

place is in the home – not on the pitch. He said he

hoped that the 2010 World Cup would inspire more

women to break with gender norms and take up

sports reporting.

As the 2010 FIFA World Cup draws closer, journalists

from across the world are gearing up to cover the

international event, but will female journalists factor

into media coverage?

Sports reporting has long been thought of as a

man’s game – a stereotype that has contributed

to low numbers of female sports writers histori-

cally. While certain countries, such as South Africa,

may be making str ides in terms of women

journalists who have broken these kinds of

stereotypes, according to FIFA and Confederation

of African Football (CAF) coaching instructor

Fran Hilton, many countries in southern Africa

continue to lag behind.

Women journalists off the pitch

By Arthur Mwansa

Rhandzu Mthombeni: reporting the Olympics

Now a sports reporter/presenter at SABC’s Munghana Lonene/ MLfm, Rhandzu Mthombeni had a love for

sports from a young age. “My mother once asked me what I wanted for my birthday and I told her that

I want a soccer ball. She thought I was kidding and she bought me a doll, instead. I cried a lot, until the

following day when she brought my soccer ball, and then I was happy,” said Mthombheni.

Mthombeni recalls that it was only when she met her colleagues at the airport when she realised she is

the only women reporter boarding to go to the Beijing  Olympics. However, that did not scare her

because she believes that being a female sports reporter is the same as being a male reporter, it is just

the way women are perceived which is different. “I always say to people when they ask me how did

I become a sports presenter that you must love sports first, because its much easier to teach

somebody something they love than to force them to love something. So if you love it, you have passion

for it, and have confidence in yourself then you should be able to do it, regardless of your sex or gender,”

Mthombeni argued.
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were handicapped when it came generating football

stories.

“Female journalists are sidelined when it comes to

sports reporting. They are not exposed to football.

And the few that will cover the world cup will be

overshadowed by male journalists,” Ndou said.

She also said that while the World Cup has been seen

as Africa’s time to shine, this might not apply in media

coverage. She speculated that competing with better-

resourced foreign media might be an added challenge

to African women journalists already struggling to

find their place on the pitch.

He added that editors need to facilitate female

journalists’ entry into the world of sports writing by

encouraging female staff to branch out in terms of

their reporting.

In Zimbabwe, journalist Delta Ndou said that while

women may be the “face” of the nightly sports

report, they are rarely the journalists behind the

stories and that the field of sports reporting remains

male-dominated.

“The likelihood that female journalists will cover the

2010 FIFA World Cup is very minimal,” she said.

“Mostly female journalists are just presenters. They

are not visible and cannot be trusted to cover soccer.”

She echoed Lushaba in saying that a lack of prior

experience with football, plus a continued marginali-

sation on the sports desk, meant many female journalists

Women’s sports are underreported Photo: Naomi Blight
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Few outside of the Milky Way would disagree with

the point that the FIFA World Cup is the greatest

sporting event on earth. From June 9 for a month,

the competition will take over television screens in

most parts of the world as billions tune in to watch

their favourite heroes in action.

The FIFA World Cup has just about everything

going for it. It is able to generate a level of passion

that goes beyond football. It is the ultimate stage for

the most talented and skillful footballers on the

planet.

Despite its positive side, the world of football

harbours an assortment of “isms” that it could do

well without. Racism, male chauvinism, hooliganism,

and sexism are some of the negative aspects of the

game if one flips the coin. Enter the FIFA 2010 World

Cup and yet another undesirable “ism” comes into

play. Afro-pessimism is an attitude, or belief that

promotes the idea that Africa is equivalent to a series

of failed human endeavours in national governance

and society all across the continent. Afro- pessimists

hold the belief that the continent should never have

been awarded the opportunity to host the 2010 FIFA

World Cup.

When South Africa lost the bid to host the 2006

tournament, the merchants of Afro-pessimism

invaded news media platforms, from print, tele-

vision and online with reports that “it would have

been a grave mistake on the part of FIFA to have

awarded the tournament to an African country.

Africa can never host a global event as intensive

and complex as the World Cup,” expressed one

opinion piece on an online news website.

The subsequent victory of the South African bid to

host 2010 seemed to have had the effect of further

fuelling the negative sentiments. The international

news media took yet another round of bombardment

from the cynics. In their minds, it was inconceivable

that global football’s showpiece tournament would

be staged in the so-called “dark continent” for the

first time in its history.

This state of affairs persisted up until matters came

to a head. The organising body, FIFA, felt that it had

to make a necessary intervention when talk of a Plan

B surfaced in international media reports. The plan

was supposedly conceived by FIFA, and details

contained in it included moving the tournament to

Australia and New Zealand in the event that the host

country failed to resolve some “problems plaguing its

preparations for hosting the tournament.” These

“problems” were stated as “stadium construction

delays, transport hurdles and grave security fears from

the traveling contestants and fans.”

The “security fears” issue attracted the most attention

amongst the issues raised. Further news reports slated

at the fact some national teams were mooting at the

possibility of enlisting private security companies for

their protection during the tournament. A more

curious revelation coming from international news

media networks pointed to the fact that women

football supporters in the various contesting Western

countries harboured serious concerns around their

Afro-pessimism ahead of World Cup?

By Daluxolo Moloantoa
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Gauteng Bloggers retorted “This issue around security

concerns for traveling women fans is reflective of

general trends that pre-date every major sporting

event internationally nowadays. We heard the same

thing about the threat of terrorist attacks in the run-

up to the Chinese and Greek Olympics. It is simply a

conscious tactic to try and get the host organisers to

go the extra mile as far as security is concerned.”

In a demonstration of unity, the Local Organising

Committee and the South African Police held a joint

press conference in response to the widely reported

security issue. In a joint statement both organisations

expressed as “logical” the notion that women football

supporters from certain contesting nations had

concerns about high levels of rape in the country. It

went on to pledge, “the police will come down hard

on criminals who intend to cause damage to the image

of the country. The police will not hesitate to take

appropriate action in dealing particularly with criminals

who intend to cause harm to traveling female football

fans.”

While the debate rages on in the public sphere,

woman’s rights groups have not taken the matter lying

down. Sibongile Bam, a co-ordinator with the Ivory

Park Women’s Support Centre comments in

conversation with this writer that: “Before the 2010

FIFA World Cup tournament and well after it women

security whilst attending the tournament in South

Africa. Their sole concern (except from an early exit

from the tournament), was that they had come to

the realisation, through the media, that South Africa

suffered from a chronic crime epidemic and that the

nation had one of the world’s highest rape statistics.

Voicing her concerns on her blog, an American female

football fan posted these views: “As a soccer fan

who is going support my country in the World Cup

tournament next year in South Africa, I have to say

that I do have some reservations about the reported

high levels of crime in general, and the high rape

incidents in particular. I’ve mused over the question

whether I should cash my hard-earned earnings and

spend a whole month in South Africa watching

soccer, while at the same time watching over my

back for would-be muggers and rapists. Alter-

natively I could take my money, go down to my local

electronics store and purchase a wide-screen LCD

television, fill up my fridge with necessities and watch

my team play from the comfort and safety of my

own home and town.”

Such cautious sentiment is not uncommon, and may

give some answers to the reported inconsistent

international ticket sales for the cup. Naturally some

South African bloggers took a defensive tone to the

discussion. A male blogger writing on the blogsite

World Cup Stadium 2010, Cape Town, South Africa by night    Photo: Hadassah28



will still need to be protected from the soaring scourge

of rape in South Africa. It is the authorities’

responsibility to ensure that women have sufficient

protection at all times. It should not take events such

as the World Cup tournament to prioritise women’s

safety in South African society.”

While it is important to acknowledge that the staging

of a football carnival for a month on Africa will not

radically transform false Western media perception

about the continent, it is also equally important for

Africans themselves to explore ways in which the cup

can play a role in reversing social ills such as gender

inequality.

It is British journalist Howard Freeman who correctly

sums it up when he commented in an online

opinion poll about the 2010 FIFA World Cup,

“Football is an international language and billions

of women and men players speak in this common

language. The upcoming World Cup tournament

in South Africa is the ideal platform for the people

of Africa and everyone else around the world to

stand up and speak out in this universal tongue and

in one voice against Afro-pessimism, against

gender-based human r ights  v io lat ions and

discrimination. KE NAKO. IT IS TIME.”
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