
Fact sheet seven: Regional trade and integration

Among its strategies for growth and development in the region, the Southern African Development Community
(SADC) has been seeking ways to raise trade and investment to a much higher status.

Measures to improve the investment climate, and make the SADC region competitive have been initiated.
These include the adoption of the Protocol on Trade in 1996. Article two of the "Protocol on Trade,” commits
to further liberalisation of intra-regional trade and establishment of free trade in the SADC region.

Theoretically, the aim of the SADC Protocol on Trade is to increase trade without any impediment, by eliminating
import duties (Article 4), eliminating export duties (Article 5) and eliminating non-tariff barriers (article 6) to
mention a few.

The "Protocol on Trade" is expected to lead to significant changes in domestic economic policies and trade
regimes, which in turn impacts on the regional economy, especially in the production and exchange of
agricultural commodities with influence on national and regional food security.

In support of the SADC initiative, most countries have supported women to participate in the SADC Women’s
Trade Fair and exhibitions, through which they have been able to market their products, gain and learn from
each other on marketing and product development.

However, little has been done to enhance participation of women in global trade. Trade and economic
information is often packaged in economic jargon and there are no deliberate measures to repackage this
in an easily accessible format for women who have an interest in becoming entrepreneurs. Most of the trade
and economic information is disseminated in formal meetings, seminars and workshops, which few women
attend.

While exchange of experience during trade fairs has enhanced confidence building amongst women, and
enable women to participate in trade fairs and to secure orders, many have failed to meet large orders due
to limited production capacities.

Women’s trading activities have largely remained in textile products, woven baskets, and crafts because women
lack opportunities to enter other areas of business on a large scale.

The SADC Trade Protocol does not indicate how states and markets in the region can be transformed to
strengthen the entitlements of poor women and treat women as people in their own right, not merely as
dependents, targets and instruments.
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