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GENDER EQUALITY BY 2015: YES WE CAN!

By Kubi Rama

There are 20% women sources in the Namibian 
news coverage. This is one percent more than 
the regional average of 19%. These are amongst 
the key fi ndings of the Namibia Gender and 
Media Progress Study (GMPS). The study is part 
of a regional survey that covered 14 countries in 
Southern Africa and 33,265 news items.

It is a follow-up to the Gender and Media 
Baseline Study (GMBS) conducted in 2003, as 
well as the HIV and AIDS and Gender Baseline 
Study (2006) and the Francophone Gender, HIV 
and AIDS and Media Study (2008). The study was 
conducted by Gender Links, the Gender and 
Media Southern Africa (GEMSA) Network and the 
Media Institute of Southern Africa. 

The GMPS took place against the backdrop of 
the SADC Protocol on Gender and Development 
which set 28 targets to be achieved by 2015, 
including 50% representation of women in all 
areas of decision-making. The Protocol also 
encourages the media to ensure that women 
and men have equal voice in the media and that 

gender stereotypes are challenged. It specifi cally 
calls for gender sensitivity in the coverage of 
gender violence recognised as a particularly 
challenging area of coverage.

The proportion of women sources in Namibia 
has increased from 19 to 20% over the last seven 
years. The Seychelles leads the region with 25% 
women as news sources followed by Lesotho 
and Madagascar with Namibia and South Africa 
sharing the fourth place. 

The media was monitored for a period of one 
month from the 19 October to 16 November 
2009. The GMPS covered gender in the media, 
media practice, gender in newsroom and the 
coverage of gender based Violence (GBV) and 
HIV and AIDS. The preliminary results of the 
study were shared with the Namibian media at 
a workshop held on 11 August at the Polytechnic 
Hotel School. 

Ten state, private and community media were 
monitored. The Windhoek Observer leads with 
29% women sources with One Africa TV having 
the lowest proportion of women sources at 16%.
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By Fungai Machirori 

The future was in my hands. Literally. 
Quarraisha Abdool Karim, lead researcher 
of the Centre for the AIDS Programme of 
Research in South Africa (CAPRISA), smeared 
a bit of clear odourless gel onto my palm.

At the 18th annual International AIDS 
Conference in Vienna CAPRISA shared the 
fi ndings of a study that showed a microbicide 
gel containing the tenofovir antiretroviral was 
39% effective in reducing a woman’s risk of 
becoming sexually infected with HIV. 

During the study of almost 900 women, 
participants were advised to use the gel up to 
12 hours before and after intercourse. 

Sub-Saharan Africa remains the nesting 
ground for HIV, with more than half (60%) of 
those infected with the virus being female. 
Sexual violence – as perpetrated by husbands, 
lovers and strangers alike – coupled with 
convoluted sexual networks (with low or non-
existent condom use) remain prime drivers 
of the epidemic in a region whose women 
often have little negotiating power on when, 
where, why and how sex happens.

You might argue that 39% effectiveness 
among less than 1000 women is insignifi cant, 
but when you consider that previous 

microbicide trials have been halted due 
to disastrous results and unexpected side-
effects, this study is defi nitely advancing the 
cause. 

“Microbicides are vital, not just for all 
women, as it is one of the very few female-
controlled prevention technologies we have, 
but especially for populations that are 
particularly vulnerable to violence, dangerous 
sex and structural injustice,” reminds Marlise 
Richter, a prominent South African human 
rights activist.

Hope Msumza, an HIV/AIDS activist, 
believes that, “Women usually rely on men 
when it comes to preventing HIV, and this tool 
can empower women in a very positive and 
meaningful way,” she says. “But it’s going to 
take long.”

According to Abdool Karim, CAPRISA is 
at least three years away from seeing this 
microbicide becoming widely available to the 
public.

How are the political leaders of SADC 
supporting such innovations, promoting them 
nationally and at community level?

The SADC Protocol on Gender and 
Development, adopted in 2008, encompasses 
commitments towards achieving gender 
equality within all societal spheres. Only three 

countries, Lesotho, Namibia and Zimbabwe, 
have ratifi ed the Protocol.  

With its far-reaching goals set to be 
achieved by 2015, a mere fi ve years from 
now, the slow trundle towards ratifi cation by 
the region’s leadership puts the Protocol at 
risk of being yet another empty victory for 
women in SADC.

Article 27 of the Protocol reads that state 
parties shall by 2015 develop gender sensitive 
strategies to prevent new HIV infections, as 
well as ensure universal access to HIV and 
AIDS treatment for infected women and girls. 

The researchers and scientists are paving 
the way in developing new innovations that 
might help our region realise a drop in HIV 
incidence, a goal our governments push in all 
their AIDS-related rhetoric.

These will only work if governments put 
their money and commitment where their 
mouths are and support an overhaul of gender 
insensitive policies and practices.

If science, innovation – and political will 
– do not soon coincide, then we are set to 
continue to celebrate hollow victories that 
mean nothing in terms of women’s lived 
lives. 

Women can’t wait. They die each time we 
fail them.

The future is in y(our) hands

By Cessy Phiri and Tonya Graham 

Esperança Chidzinga lives in the rural 
town of Chicualacuala in Mozambique’s Gaza 
province. Accessible only by a train that 
comes twice a week, the town is isolated and 
under-serviced. 

When Chidzinga was nine years old she 
went into the forest with school friends to 
gather wood for a party and she stepped on 
a landmine and lost a leg. Her life has never 
been the same.

“I was at the hospital and my father came 
to see me,” she said. “When he left I tried 
to follow him but when I got off the bed I 
fell down. That’s when I realised I had lost 
my leg.”

Chicualacuala is a typical example of the 
many areas in Mozambique still affected by 
landmines laid during the country’s civil war.

When wars and confl icts pass, the effects 
remain long after the last gun is fi red and the 
last bomb is dropped. While men may face 
most of the violence during a confl ict, the 
landmines left behind after war ends usually 
pose the greatest risk for women and children 
as they go about their daily chores. Although 
most landmines around urban and well-
travelled areas have been removed, more 
isolated rural communities like Chicualacuala 
still live with the daily threat.

“It is very important to raise awareness 
in Mozambique,” says Madalena Baptista da 
Silva, Country Director for World Without 
Mines, which works to improve the livelihoods 
of communities affected by landmines. “The 
great work being done by humanitarian de-
mining companies, as well as commercial 
companies, is not enough to stop the killing 
by mines.” 

According to the Plano Nacional de 
Acção contra Minas (National Action Plan 
Against Landmines), due to the nature and 
the extent of the confl ict in Mozambique, 
mines and other unexploded ordinance, like 
grenades, are spread far and wide, making 
the process of removal and decommission 
slow and complex. As a way of minimising the 
loss of human lives resulting from landmines, 
the government has trained more than 
700 mine educators, among whom 345 are 
teachers in schools located in the affected 
communities. 

Until recently, very few landmine 
initiatives have taken the gender dimensions 
of landmines into account. However, with 
the adoption of internationally binding 
commitments, such as the United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, 
Peace and Security, and the SADC Protocol on 
Gender and Development, signed in 2000 and 
2008 respectively, the needs of women and 
girls in post-confl ict countries are being more 
closely examined. Resolution 1325 specifi cally 

Landmines: the hidden threat
addresses landmines, emphasising “the need 
for all parties to ensure that mine clearance 
and mine awareness programmes take into 
account the special needs of women and 
girls.” 

Women and girls are particularly vulnerable 
to landmine accidents and their long-
lasting impacts because of their traditional 
roles. Women and girls are usually the ones 
gathering fi rewood and water. These activities 
take them into mined areas. Sometimes, 
as in Chidzinga’s case, the community does 
not know the area is mined. In other cases, 
people may take risks and venture into 
known mined areas because they represent 
the community’s main access to water or 
fi rewood.

Landmines also have socio-economic 
impacts on women. Walking long distances 
to avoid minefi elds may take away time 
they would normally be spending on income-
generating activities. Losing a breadwinner 
to a landmine also increases the burden on 
women to provide for their families. 

Joana José lives in Nova Mambone, a small 
village near the coast in Inhambane province. 
She is a widow, and when her son was killed 
by a mine while out with his friends, it meant 
lifelong poverty for her and her family. “I sent 
my older son to school so that he would take 
the family out of poverty,” she says. “When 
he died, I began to worry about getting a 
job. I got a job but then … I couldn’t work 
anymore because of my age. Now I live on 
agriculture.”  

More recently, anti-landmine organisations 
and initiatives are starting to take women’s 
needs into account. For example, Chidzinga 
and José told their stories as part of a project 
implemented by a Community Media for 
Development (CMFD) production for World 
Without Mines that aims to document the 
personal stories of landmine survivors. One 
of the project’s priorities was the inclusion 
of women’s voices. By telling their stories 
through audio and visual “digital stories,” 
the project is working to raise awareness 
about landmines and the long-lasting impact 
on individuals, families, and communities.

Many of the women involved in the project 
are illiterate. Although reluctant at fi rst to 
share often painful memories, for many, 
the experience was transformative. One 
participant said ‘‘I feel free and happy 
because we gathered to tell our stories.”  

Through the storytelling process, many 
came to understand how important 
their experiences are. “I feel an added 
responsibility now, because my story will 
contribute in supporting other communities 
with the same struggles,” noted one 
Chicualacuala participant.

For Chidzinga and José, and other women 
like them, the war will never really be 
over until their lives are free of landmines. 
However, with a little help from international 
commitments like Resolution 1325 and the 
SADC Protocol, more and more initiatives are 
taking their needs into consideration, and 
making sure that their voices are heard.

Women going about their daily tasks are at risk.  Photo by Trevor Davies

By Goderich Sikwana 
and Muna Ndulo

“Government talks about poverty 
reduction while women are left destitute 
with children because customary law allows 
it,” claims Kauna*.

Kauna is a widow who got married through 
customary law in 2002. After the passing of 
her husband in 2008 she went to Okakarara 
for the burial. 

While she mourned the elders in the 
family returned to Windhoek to ‘sort out’ 
her husband’s affairs.  It is alleged that 
the elders attempted to get the deeds 
of the farm owned by Kauna and her late 
husband. 

According to Rachel Coomer, the Public 
Outreach Manager at Gender Research 
and Advocacy Project at Legal Assistance 

Centre (LAC) customary law is often very 
patriarchal.  

Kauna took her case to a lawyer who 
confi rmed that her customary marriage was 
valid. She retained ownership of the farm. 
Despite this Kauna was forced to sell the 
farm. Her husband’s family took everything 
on the farm claiming that it was their late 
brother’s.

Aina*, a 40-year-old woman who has 
terminal cancer, has been kicked out of 
her home. She and her husband have a 
customary marriage. Her husband married a 
second wife without Aina’s permission and 
moved her into the home. 

Aina was given a few days to pack her 
things and leave the house with her fi ve 
children in February 2010. She has no job. 
Since then her husband has written her a 
letter saying that they are divorced.

As a result of her customary union Aina 
has struggled to enforce her legal rights.

 Article 66(1) of the Namibian Constitution 
provides that both customary and the 
common law applicable at the date of 
Independence shall remain valid, provided 
it does not confl ict with the constitution or 
statutory law. 

In a typical SADC country, the great 
majority of the people conduct their 
personal activities in accordance with and 
subject to customary law.  Customary law 
is largely ethnic in origin, and it usually 
operates only within the area occupied by 
the ethnic group or in disputes where at 
least one of the parties to the dispute is a 
member of the ethnic group.  In its present 
form customary law is distorted.  

It has been infl uenced by its recent 
encounter with colonial rule and its 

practices. Customary law continues to 
have signifi cant impact in the area of land 
holding, personal law, in regard to matters 
such as marriage, rights within the family, 
inheritance and traditional authority.  

In its application, customary law is often 
discriminatory especially in relation to 
capacity of women in these areas.  It treats 
women as adjuncts to the group they belong 
to such as a clan, family or tribe rather than 
as equal with men.  

There is a major debate on the continued 
application of customary law, between 
human rights activists and traditionalists.  
While traditionalists argue that customary 
law by promoting traditional values makes 
a positive contribution to the promotion 
of human rights, activists argue that it  
undermines the dignity of women and is 
used to justify...  Continued on page 7

Customary law compromises women’s rights

Customary law compromises women’s right to 
own land.   Photo by Colleen Lowe Morna

Constitutional review opens new possibilities in Zambia: The Zambia members of the Southern 
Africa Gender Protocol Alliance led by Women in Law Southern Africa, have made submissions 
to the National Constitutional Conference based on provisions of the SADC Gender Protocol. 
Some of the submissions have already been adopted. 

50/50 campaign and the Malawi May 2009 elections: A tripartite partnership between 
government, civil society and development partners has seen a steady increase in the number 
of women elected to parliament over the last two years. The 50/50 target of the SADC 
Gender Protocol is the corner stone of the campaign.

Using the SADC Gender Protocol to benchmark progress in the private sector:  Business Women 
in South Africa is using the gender protocol to benchmark progress in achieving gender parity 
in the private sector. 

The Alliance Economic Justice Cluster prioritises gender budgeting: A regional gender 
budgeting network led by the Zimbabwe Women Resource Centre Network that coordinates 
the Alliance economic cluster aims to ensure that women and men benefi t equally from 
government expenditure.

Popularising economic provisions of the SADC Gender Protocol: Gender Links and the ZWRCN 
have been training journalists in the region on the economic provisions of the Protocol. 

Working together to end human traffi cking: The Women in Law Southern Africa (WLSA) and 
Southern Africa Network against Traffi cking and Abuse of Children (SANTAC) launched the Red 
Light Campaign in 2008 to guard against the potential impact of the FIFA 2010 Soccer World 
Cup on vulnerable women and children in Southern Africa. 

The Western Cape Network on Violence Against Women: The WCNOVAW recognised the 
importance of ensuring an informed and equipped Network to use the SADC Gender Protocol 
at local level. 
 
Measuring change – GBV indicators: At least nine of the 15 Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) countries have developed multi sector national action plans for ending 
gender violence. They now face the task of gathering baseline data on current rates of 
violence so that they can monitor progress in halving GBV by 2015. 

The UNiTE campaign adds muscle to regional efforts: The UN Secretary General’s campaign 
has added muscle to SADC Member States initiatives to address gender based violence through 
a multi-sector approach. 

Making care work count - a policy drive: Following the launch in 2006 of the GEMSA “Making 
Care Work Count” campaign and analysis of existing policies, the network and its partner 
Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO) –Regional Aids Initiative Southern Africa (VSO-RAISA) has 
mounted a drive to get SADC governments to adopt stand-alone policies in line with the 
provisions of the Protocol. 

The road to ratifi cation in Zimbabwe: When the Heads of State signed in August 2008, 
Zimbabwean activists under the Women’s Coalition were already well organised to push 
for ratifi cation with the women’s ministry taking a leadership role and mobilising women’s 
organisations to support by giving resources. The Gender Links visit to Zimbabwe in October 
2009 to review the country report and launch the regional baseline barometer galvanised the 
process. On 22 October, the Zimbabwe Parliament assented to ratifi cation.

Linking local, national and regional initiatives in Malawi: The SADC Protocol on Gender and 
Development continues to provide a framework for and Alliance partners programming, 
linking local, national and regional initiatives. For example in Malawi, the Gender Networking 
Council has developed a National Programme on Promotion of Women in Politics to increase 
women’s participation in line with the Protocol target of 50% women in decision making by 
2015.

Knowledge of the SADC Gender Protocol: Since June 2009 GL has been administering a SADC 
Gender Protocol quiz at all its events in 15 SADC countries, with varied audiences including 
local government, policy makers, media practitioners, analysts and activists.  With 61% 
correct answers on when and where the Protocol was adopted, the level of basic knowledge 
is fairly good two years after the adoption of this instrument. 

Women activists in Madagascar call for 30% women in transitional government: Women 
activists made a mark during the transitional phase by demanding women’s representation 
and providing names of possible candidates that could be nominated to key decision making 
positions so that it is not used as an excuse.

SADC Gender Protocol @ WorkHas the media in 
Namibia failed women?

Polytechnic of Namibia students at work in the newsroom.  Photo by Danny Glenwright

Plus 
+ The SADC Gender Protocol has 

been a reference point for women in 
constitutional review process in Zambia, 
Madagascar and Zimbabwe.

+ In Botswana, Mauritius, Namibia, 
Seychelles, South Africa, Swaziland and 
Zambia - there are now more women than 
men in tertiary institutions. 

+ Women now constitute 23% of 
economic decision-makers, up from 18% 
in 2009.

+ Business Women in South 
Africa are using the gender protocol to 
benchmark progress in achieving gender 
parity in the private sector.

+ GEMSA, in partnership with 
Voluntary Services Overseas- Regional 
Aids Initiative Southern Africa (VSO-RAISA) 
is taking forward the “Making Care Work 
Count Campaign” through advocating 
stand alone care work policies in line 
with the provisions of the SADC Gender 
Protocol.

Minus 
- Mauritius and Botswana have not 

yet signed the Protocol and only Namibia, 
Zimbabwe and Lesotho have ratifi ed it. 

 - Other than education, use of 
contraceptives, and births attended by 
skilled personnel, the only area in which 
women are consistently above the 50% 
mark is the proportion of women living 
with HIV and AIDS.

- The contradictions between 
customary law and codifi ed law undercut 
women’s rights at every turn.

- There has been a decline in 
women’s participation in parliament 
from 24% to 23% as a result of losses in 
the Botswana and Namibia elections last 
year. 

- Gender violence continues 
to escalate and take new forms with 
traffi cking now a major threat.

- There has been a paltry 2% 
increase in women sources in the media 
from 17% in the 2003 Gender and Media 
Baseline Study (GMBS) to 19% in the 
Gender and Media Progress Study (GMPS).

THE BAROMETER 
AT A GLANCE 


