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Directors of Ceremonies, Ladies and Gentleman, 

 

It is a pleasure for me to say a few words at this launching of the 2010 SADC 

Gender Protocol Progress Barometer compiled by the SADC Gender Protocol 

Alliance, a regional civil society network organisation focusing on the implementation 

of the SADC Protocol on Gender and Development. This is an important 

collaboration that SADC embraces since monitoring and evaluation remains one of 

the priorities of SADC necessary to track progress made by SADC Member States in 

the implementation of the Gender commitment. The results of this barometer are 

therefore instrumental to our development agenda. 

 

Furthermore, this a welcome initiative, bearing in mind the commitment of SADC 

leaders to gender equality and women’s empowerment through  the signing of the 

SADC Protocol on Gender and Development. As you are aware, 13 out of 15 SADC 

Heads of State and Government signed this Protocol on the 17 August 2008 in 

Johannesburg South Africa. Botswana and Mauritius have not signed the Protocol 

yet. 

 

Currently two SADC Member States namely Zimbabwe and Namibia have deposited 

their instruments of ratification to Secretariat as per procedure for ratification. 

Angola, Mozambique, and Tanzania have reported to have completed their 

ratification process at national levels and yet to submit their instruments to 

Secretariat. In addition, Lesotho, South Africa and Seychelles have reported to be 

advanced with their national ratification process and have committed to submitting 

instruments the Secretariat in due course. The process of ratification is very slow, 

but at the same time very encouraging. As you are aware, SADC requires 2/3 of the 

signatories to effect  the protocol into force.  

 

Directors of Ceremonies, Ladies and Gentleman, 

We must continue to strive to ensure that all SADC Member States sign and ratify 

the SADC Protocol on Gender and Development. It would be sad indeed if the 

momentum is slowed down by legal technicalities.  

 



2010 is a critical benchmarking year for the Protocol; it marks the 30th anniversary of 

SADC; 15th anniversary of the Beijing Conference and the first year of the African 

Decade for Women. We are all eager to realise concrete measures and action for 

gender equality and women’s empowerment by our Member States.  

 

I am aware that the 2010 Baseline Barometer is the second one, following the 2009 

Barometre that was shared 2009 International Women’s Day(March 2009) here in 

SADC Secretariat. Compared to last year, the regional report finds that there have 

been some advances in education, notably at the tertiary level and that there has 

been an increase in women’s participation in economic decision-making from 18% to 

23%. But women’s representation in parliament declined from 24% to 23% following 

losses in the Botswana and Namibian elections.  

 

A new chapter on peace and conflict resolution compiled by the Institute for Security 

Studies that leads this sector bemoans the lack of gender disaggregated data in this 

area, and the glaring gender gaps in the military, police and prison services of the 

region where this information exists. Peace and security are key objectives of SADC. 

The active participation of women in this area is key to our future.  

 

Directors of Ceremonies, Ladies and Gentleman, 

The fact that we already have an update tells us two things. First, the clock is ticking 

and the time for implementation is now! And second the citizens of this region are 

working hand in hand with governments to independently gauge progress made in 

implementing the gender commitments as an accountability measure; true 

partnership for development. As you are ware governments submit their reports to 

Secretariat every year, the Barometer is derived from country shadow reports that 

include a “citizen score card”. The production of shadow reports is an international 

practice necessary for checks and balances of the situation on the ground and it is 

indeed a welcome development for SADC.  

 

SADC is indeed honoured to be a part of the launching of the 2010 SADC Gender 

Protocol Progress Barometer. I have been made aware that  at this very meeting, the 

Botswana shadow report will be launched  - despite the fact that Botswana has not 



yet signed the Protocol: It  is testimony to the fact that the Protocol is being put to 

work even where it is not formally in effect.  

 

As SADC, we value our partnership with civil society as our work truly complements 

each other. As per the RISDP, close collaboration with partners including civil society 

is one of the pillars of our success towards regional integration.  As children of the 

Obama generation, I would like to encourage us all to join hands in saying: “yes we 

can” achieve equality between women and men!    

  

Directors of Ceremonies, Ladies and Gentleman,  

Let me once again thank you for your turnout to this gathering. I wish you fruitful 

deliberations and please enjoy the rest of the discussions. 

 

 


