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Gender violence is rooted in social norms and attitudes including those that excuse or legitimate the use of
violence. This fact sheet draws from the Gauteng Gender Violence Indicators Pilot Project conducted by Gender
Links and the Medical Research Council, covering 511 women and 487 men about their experiences and
perpetration of violence. The questionnaires included questions on relationship/control among women and men
and attitudes towards rape.

Figure 1 is a summing up of all the questions responded to categorised as progressive; less conservative and
conservative. The graph also sums up the perceptions of women and men about how their communities view
these issues. It shows that women (44.8%) hold progressive views with only 2.5% having conservative views
(and about half in between). This is a strong indicator that women are increasingly aware of their rights. On the
other hand they perceive 78% of their communities to hold either conservative or less conservative views (this
explains the “trap” that women often find themselves in with regard to taking up cases of gender violence).
The bulk of men (70.2%) fall in the less conservative attitudes category, with 23.5% in the progressive category.
While the latter figure is considerably lower than that for women, it does indicate that messages about equality
are starting to get through to men. On the other hand men perceive other men in the community (40.4%) as
far more conservative than women (17%). This contrast is interesting and prompts the question whether men
are increasingly espousing more progressive views, but hiding behind the perceived beliefs of their communities
to justify their behaviour (bearing in mind that 78.3% of men in the study admitted to perpetrating some form
of violence over their lifetime).

The SADC Gender Protocol provides that State Parties shall, in all
sectors of society, introduce and support gender sensitisation and
awareness programmes aimed at changing behaviour and eradicating gender
based violence.

Key findings

Sixteen Days of Activism
on Gender Violence

Figure 1.Overall personal and community gender attitudes of men and women
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Gender relations

Figure 2a shows the
responses of men and
women on questions
a r o u n d  g e n d e r
relations, and Figure
2b compares this with
how women and men
v i e w  c o m m u n i t y
attitudes.  Interestingly,
women and men feel
strongly, and also view
their communities as
feeling strongly, that
women and  men
should be treated
equally. Yet 86.7% of
men and 57.9% of
women feel that a
woman should obey
her husband; and both
women and  men
(80.2% and 94.6%
respectively) think that
their communities feel
that women should
obey their husbands.

Figure 3a shows that
fewer women than
men thought that a
married woman was
sexually obligated
towards her husband
and could not refuse
her husband sex
whenever he wanted
it. Over half of the
women and men
interviewed per-
ceived that their
community generally
e x p e c t e d  m a l e
entitlement to sex
t o  a c c o m p a n y
marriage.  There was
almost no difference
in the proportion of
women and men that
thought a woman
could be raped by
her husband.
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Figure 2a: Personal gender attitudes of men and women Women
Men
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Figure 2b: Community gender attitudes of men and women Women
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Figure 3a: Personal attitudes about sexual entitlement in marriage
and legitimacy of violence perceived by men and women
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Sexual entitlement in marriage and the legitimacy of violence

Figure 3b: Community attitudes about sexual entitlement in marriage
and legitimacy of violence perceived by men and women
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Social norms and views on rape

Figure 4a shows that
the majority of women
and men did not
personally agree that
women were to blame
for rape; wanted it to
happen or would not be
raped if they fought
back. Figure 4b shows
that more women than
m e n  p e r c e i v e d
communi ty  soc ia l
norms to be generally
b l a m i n g  a n d
stigmatising against
survivors of violence.
This is evident by a
higher proportion of
women than men
agreeing  to their
communities' negative
rape attitudes.

Knowledge of the 16 day campaign
to end violence against women

Figures 5( a) and (b) shows that a
high proportion of women (77.7%) and
men (17.1%) are aware of the Sixteen
days campaign. However more men
are aware of the campaign than
women. This could reflect the fact that
men generally have higher levels of
access to information than women.

Campaign messaging

Figure 6 shows that
women were most
familiar with the slogan
“Act against abuse”
while most men (35%)
knew the slogan “Real
man don't abuse”,
followed by “peace
begins at home.”  Very
few women or men
knew the slogan “don't
look away.”
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Figure 4a: Personal attitudes about rape by men and women Women
Men
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Figure 4b: Community attitudes about rape by men and women Women
Men
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Figure 5a: Awareness of 16days
campaign by women
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Figure 5b: Awareness of 16days
campaign by men

Aware

Not aware

17.1%

Figure 6: Which slogan do you most associate with campaigns to end gender violence? Women
Men
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Speaking Out

Figure 7 shows that most of the
women (87%) who have been abused
have not spoken about the abuse.
Figure 8 shows that the majority of
women that spoke out felt empowered.
Speaking out was also seen as helping
other women. About 1 in 7 women
who spoke out were later victimised.

• While women are becoming more
empowered and men more aware,
the attitudes of communities and
contradictory views of men (for
example the belief that women must
obey men and that men can punish them) continue to perpetuate gender violence.

• The Sixteen Day campaign is well known, with the government slogan “act against abuse” best known,
reflecting the power of the government machinery and resources.

• The voices of those most affected are still the least heard; yet those women who speak out feel empowered.
The act of speaking out can itself be a form of healing, and has generally not resulted in secondary forms
of vicitmisation, even when other forms of redress are difficult to access.

• Platforms for survivors of GBV to
speak out need to be multiplied
among communities, cultural and
traditional leaders. Families and
individuals must join the battle
against silence surrounding GBV.

• Prevention needs to be put at the
centre of the 365 Day National Plan
of Action to End Gender Violence,
and to receive far more government
funding.

For more information visit:
www.genderlinks.org.za
or please contact: Mercy Machisa on
gbvindicators@genderlinks.org.za,
Tel: +27(0)116222877
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Figure 7: Speaking out
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Natasha Kangale: speaking out will set you free. Photo: Tonya Graham
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Figure 8: What happened?
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