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In most African societies, homosexuality, or any other form of sexuality
that deviates from heterosexuality is considered an offence. This attitude
has lead to social repression in the form of verbal abuse, hate crimes,
'corrective rape' of lesbians and gays, honour-related violence, forced
marriage and even anti-gay legislations.

Various strategies have been adopted by LGBTI (Lesbian, Gay, Bi sexual,
Transsexual and Intersex) groups in a number of countries to promote
the human rights of LGBTI persons. In Tanzania, for example, LGBTI
groups have lobbied to support their members in seeking elective
parliamentary representation with a view to amending the repressive
laws which criminalise homosexuality. Efforts have also been made to sensitise the public and mainstream
human rights and women's rights organisations on LGBTI issues, through meetings, radio and print media.

The experiences of Southern African LGBTI groups have shown that it is crucial that LGBTI and other lobby
groups engage with the media, government, faith-based and human rights organisations to secure the non-
discrimination of sexual minorities.

• Across the continent, there has been a wave of homophobic incidents. Governments are adopting laws
against homosexuality, 38 out of 53 countries have criminalised consensual gay sex, in what Human Rights
Watch says is a method of "political manipulation.1"

• Government leaders remain silent about incidents of extreme prejudice even from their neighbouring countries.
In Malawi, where discussing sex is taboo, an attempted marriage by a gay couple was labelled a matter of
"gross indecency” and the couple charged." Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe has called gays "worse
than dogs and pigs”.

• Religion has been used to justify hate crimes and non-tolerance of homosexuals. In Nigeria, northern Muslim
states have the death penalty for homosexuality, and in Senegal, bodies of gay men have been removed from
Muslim cemeteries.

• Even where specific laws and policies that protect the rights of homosexuals, hate crimes continue at a large
scale in communities. For instance, while it is legal for same-sex partners to marry in South Africa, such laws
are compromised in the face of acts such as the “corrective rape” of lesbians.

• Lesbians and gays continue to be marginalised and are deliberately alienated and isolated by society.
• Media in much of Africa have been actively perpetuating violence against Africa's LGBTI communities. A

Ugandan tabloid, The Rolling Stone, recently published an article which called for homosexuals to be hanged,

The SADC Protocol calls on States to:
• Enshrine gender equality and equity in their constitutions and ensure

that these are not compromised by any provisions, laws or practices.
• Implement legislative and other measures that eliminate all practices which

negatively affect the fundamental rights of women and men.
• Take measures including legislation, where appropriate, to discourage traditional norms, including social,

economic, cultural and political practices which legitimise and exacerbate the persistence and tolerance
of gender violence with a view to eliminate them.

• In all sectors of society, introduce and support gender sensitisation and public awareness programmes
aimed at changing behaviour and eradicating gender based violence.

• Adopt integrated approaches, including institutional cross sector structures, with the aim of reducing
current levels of gender based violence by half, by 2015.

Keba Seboatane speaks out on violence against
lesbians, 16 Days 2006.
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1 http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/advocacy/61804



claiming that gays and lesbians are aiming to "recruit" a million
children to homosexuality in the country by 2012. The likelihood of
such an event is not so far off from reality when, last year, the Ugandan government attempted to pass a
bill which recommended the death penalty for anyone repeatedly convicted of having gay sex and prison
sentences for those who failed to report homosexual activity to the police. The bill also set out that parents
of homosexual children, and that pastors and counsellors who extend spiritual guidance and psycho-social
support to homosexuals, will be regarded as "accomplices" in promoting and abetting homosexuality if
they don't report them to police.

Case  study:  Malawi gay couple get maximum sentence of 14 years and then pardoned after local and
international outcry

The pair were arrested after holding an engagement ceremony last December. A judge in Malawi imposed a
maximum sentence of 14 years in prison with hard labour on a gay couple convicted of gross indecency and
unnatural acts.

The judge said he wanted to protect the public from "people like you". Steven Monjeza, 26, and Tiwonge
Chimbalanga, 20, were imprisoned in December 2009 after holding an engagement ceremony. The case
sparked international condemnation and a debate about homosexuality in the country.

The couple were later pardoned by President Bingu wa Mutharika. He reiterated this when UN Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon visited the country saying he had ordered their immediate release. Mr Ban hailed the
president's decision as "courageous". "This outdated penal code should be reformed wherever it may exist,"
he said.

Malawi is a conservative country and religious leaders equate same-sex liaisons with Satanism. The presidential
pardon went against public opinion which is dominated by antigay sentiments. Mutharika said he had freed
them on humanitarian grounds.

Information excerpts from: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10130240, 20 May 2010 and
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10190653, 29 May 2010. This is an edited version.

• Lobbying for the repeal of laws and policies that criminalise homosexuality.
• Structured and systemic interventions towards addressing violence against sexual minorities across all

sectors.
• Specific hate crimes legislation and mechanisms for its enforcement should be put in place.
• Service providers in the area of domestic violence, rape and sexual assault need to be trained to deal with

cases involving LGBTI persons.
• The criminal justice system needs to be made accessible to sexual minorities so that sexual violence can

be reported. State structures need to be equipped to address this issue in a non discriminatory and sensitive
manner.

• More research needs to be conducted into the links between sexual violence, gender identity and sexual
orientation, to inform appropriate interventions.

• Media needs to report more on the issues affecting LGBTI persons and communities.
• Where media has failed, human rights groups must raise our voices and demand more equitable reporting

based on the values of human rights.

• What can be done to change attitudes and beliefs about homosexuality?
• How can the media coverage of LGBTI issues be increased and improved rather than to sensationalise or

further marginalise them?
• If LGBTI persons were to share their stories or raise their voices, do you fear

this may place them at more risk? If so, what can we do as a community to
combat this?

• What strategies can be used to lobby legislatures to repeal oppressive laws
on homosexuality using instruments such as the SADC Protocol on Gender
and Development?

For more information visit: http://www.genderlinks.org.za
or contact Jennifer Elle Lewis on GMDManager@genderlinks.org.za
Tel: 011 622 2877

Relevant links:
http://www.astraeafoundation.org/grants/meet-a-grantee/coalition-of-
african-lesbians/
http://www.out.org.za/
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