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Synopsis 

As the world prepares itself for the FIFA World Cup which will commence on 11 June 2010, the 
discourse around economic empowerment of women that will be fostered by the mega event 
has largely been ignored. In particular, major broadcasters have tended to focus on „big‟ issues 
such as provision of transport, accommodation, construction of stadiums among other things.  

Whilst the event has been portrayed as one which will see the country generating huge sums of 
money, there has been a general lack of the gender dimensions of this boost. In particular, 
voices of informal traders most of them women are not heard in mainstream media. As such, 
community radios which target marginalised groups can tap on this opportunity and cover 
stories around the economic empowerment of female traders during 2010 in their 
programming. Further, 3 May marks World Press Freedom Day which will be celebrated under 
the theme „Freedom of Information: the Right to Know‟. The theme allows us to celebrate the 
existence of community radios as an important platform in which citizens can exercise their 
right to know. Thus by covering economic empowerment of women during 2010, community 
radios will impart information and provide unique programming that captures voices that are 
not heard every day in the media. This report documents the proceedings of a seminar that was 
convened at Gender Links to discuss gender, community radio and soccer 2010 on 3 May 2010.  

Objectives 

 To create a space for participatory discussion and debate on gender, community radios 
and 2010  

 To discuss gender and economic empowerment issues that community radios can 
canvass in their programmes during the world cup 

 To develop a body of knowledge around community radios, gender and soccer 2010  

 To celebrate World Press Freedom Day and freedom of information.  
 To explore the way in which exchanging ideas on media freedom can empower 

communities 
 

Panellists 
 

Moderator: Mr Lumko Mtimde, Media Development and Diversity Agency 

 Franklin Huizies, National Community Radio Forum 
 Brenda Leonard, Bush Radio (Western Cape) 
 Nomasondo Magwaza, Ecumenical Service for Socio-Economic Transformation 
 Cecilia Dube, Informal trader 
 Kubi Rama, Gender Links 

  
Partners 
 
The seminar was convened by Gender Links‟ (GL) Gender and Media Diversity Centre (GMDC), 
National Community Radio Forum (NCRF) and the Ecumenical Service for Socio-Economic 
Transformation (ESSET). 
 
 
 
 



Participants 
 
There were a total of 36 participants comprising 17 women and 19 men. This demographic was 
primarily community radio practitioners and NGOs. For a full participant breakdown please see 
Annex A. 

Total Female Male 

36 17 19 

 
Key issues 

The 2008 SADC Protocol on Gender and Development stipulates „that state 
parties shall by 2015 adopt policies and enact laws which will ensure equal 
access, benefits and opportunities for women and men in trade and 
entrepreneurship, taking into account the contribution of women in the 
formal and informal sectors‟. In addition, state parties should ensure that 
measures are put in place to ensure that women benefit equally from 
economic opportunities, which would include at this moment those posed 
by the FIFA 2010 World Cup.  

 
On 10 December 2009, Gender Links launched a campaign titled Score a goal for gender 
equality. As part of this campaign, the GL has convened seminars which seek to put gender on 
the Soccer 2010 agenda. It is imperative to ensure that community radios also cover this 
gender and diversity campaign through advocacy, messaging and community engagement. 
Thus as 2010 FIFA 2010 World Cup approaches, community radios can publicise how the mega-
event will economically empower women before, during and after the games.  
 
Events 
 
In light of the above, GL, NCRF and ESSET convened this seminar to discuss the links between 
gender, community broadcasting and soccer 2010. The Executive Director of GL, Colleen Lowe 
Morna, welcomed guests from such organisations as:  Save our SABC Coalition, Gender and 
Media Southern Africa, Freedom of Expression Institute (FXI), Media Development and Diversity 
Agency (MDDA) and National Community Radio Forum (NCRF). Lowe Morna explained why the 
partnership between GL and NCRF was long overdue and why it was significant that on this 
day, World Press Freedom Day, the two organisations had started pursuing possibilities of 

working on gender policies in 
community radios. She also added 
that many people were getting 
involved in the mega-event and GL as 
an organisation striving for gender 
equality in and through the media and 
is committed to seeing women finding 
their voices during the World Cup. 
 
Lumko Mtide, the moderator of the 
debate, went on to talk briefly about 
World Press Freedom Day which was 
adopted by the UN general Assembly 



in 1993. Through the declaration, member states commit themselves to such issues as media 
freedom, media diversity and pluralism. South Africa has embraced these values, in particular 
media freedom though the establishment of Independent Communications Authority of South 
Africa (ICASA), the establishment of the MDDA, the Access to Information Act among other 
initiatives. „The legislation is thus encouraging and it is imperative that we make is work for us‟, 
he added before introducing the panellists for the debate.  
 
As the NCRF, the Windhoek Declaration was key because it empowered civil society with a tool 
to advocate for legislation around media freedom. The listenership for community radio has 
grown to 7.7 million and gender within community broadcasting is considered important. The 
partnership with GL is significant in that it is an organisation with expertise in gender and 
media. Therefore, NCRF envisage a partnership where community radios can be empowered 
with skills to advance gender equality. With regard to soccer 2010, Franklin Huizies said that 
SABC owns rights and as such community radios will not cover any matches live. However, 
community radios can broadcast side events such as what will be happening at fan parks. It is 
more important that we see how we can take advantage of some issues for instance how we 
can pick on gender issues. 
 
Mtide mentioned that gender was probed strongly when community radios were being 
established. They committed to equal representation and governance and also programming. 
He asked Huizies two major questions: to what extent have stations generally lived up to this 
performance agreement and to what extent are the community radios ready? In his response, 
Huizies said that stations have violated conditions and there are generally challenges within 
communities on the role of women. Thus the partnership with GL will be vital in this regard.  
 
Brenda Leonard, another panellist stated that at Bush Radio, which is based in Western Cape, 
they have a strong representation of women. According to Leonard, Bush Radio went on air on 
9 August, the first time the day was recognised as Women‟s Day in South Africa. Thus this day 
is significant for Bush Radio. The radio station has a gender policy in place which guides the 
selection of staff, encourages women to talk on air and also creating positive role models for 
listenership. They also have a day care centre for women who come on air. “We are trying to 
live up to the GL campaign of „Making every voice count‟”, she said. Leonard added that there 
were traders at Greenpoint and they had a thriving market but they have since moved. Women 
have contributed immensely to the World Cup preparations and she pointed out that the glass 
ceiling in the stadium was put by women. Such stories have not found their way into the media 
and there is a general worry about increase in trafficking. What will community radio stations 
do about this? she asked.  
 
Leonard also highlighted a unique initiative begun by Bush Radio. Whenever there is a report of 
a missing person, Bush Radio will stop whatever programming is on the air to publicise this. 
They believe that it is within the first few hours that a person is missing that it is imperative to 
try to locate them. In this way, they are calling on communities to take part in their 
programming and to bond as a useful policing tool. 
 
Nomasonto Magwaza pointed out that ESSET has had a journey with informal traders in the 
struggle to get opportunities to realise economic empowerment during 2010. They have been 
working with them on city by-laws and of late on FIFA by-laws. Magwaza explained that, „FIFA 
regulations are strict and the government has never bothered to assess how such laws will 



impact on our own people and in particular on informal traders‟. The major challenges have 
been that there is control to access of trade, informal traders cannot advertise themselves and 
there are certain zones where trading is not allowed. She pointed out that ESSET tried to alert 
the media about the 23 women who were moved from the points that they were trading from 
on 21 March as part of cleaning the city of Johannesburg. The women were stranded and up to 
now, the city has not provided an alternative trading space. Magwaza was of the view that it 
seems the plight of the informal traders has always been there and the world cup is just an 
opportunity that has unmasked these. It is thus important that the struggle for the rights of 
informal traders be carried forward even after the world cup.  
 
As part of the discussion, Mtide asked to what extent ESSET has explored the opportunity of 
using community radio. Magwaza said that the media have not been very responsive and there 
is a general feeling that the community do not understand how to use the media.  
 

 
 
Cecilia Dube, an informal trader, pointed out that informal traders are mostly women without 
husbands and they play a big role in sustaining the lives of families. Dube herself is a widow 
who sends her child to school with money that she gets from selling pap and fat cakes. She 
lamented that whilst there are calls for vukuzenzele, which translates to „wake up and do 
something for yourself‟, the city by-laws have not worked in the informal traders favour. „We 
are harassed by police and they use derogatory language such as usisi wamagwinya. She 
stated: „A mother will be a man and woman at the same time. In Africa, this leads to sex work. 
I was happy that South Africa was hosting the world cup. I thought it would bring something, 
but the by-laws are marginalising us. How do FIFA authorities put laws in a place where they 
have never been? We helped build the stadiums and now the workers have gone. We are now 
an unwanted sight because the stadiums are completed. For us to trade, they are saying that 
we should apply but the forms are nowhere to be found. We are only asking for a slice of the 
cake, if not a crumb‟.  
 
Dube added that the phrase „informal trader‟ is not appropriate as both women and men are 
equal players in developing the country. Not all people can work in offices and what 



government should be doing is to provide capital and equipment and „we will show you how 
formal we are‟ said Dube. She further pointed out that authorities should engage informal 
traders when they are putting in place by-laws so that they work for all. Dube also narrated 
how one day they had seen 17 Mercedes Benz buses with FIFA VIP people going to see Soccer 
City stadium, but the same people cannot provide informal traders with simple tents. She ended 
her presentation with a plea to the government to recognise them. „2010 is here, feel it is what 
they are saying. I‟m not feeling it‟. 
 
The debate moderator asked Dube if they have brought the case of by-laws to the department 
of women, if yes what did they say. Dube said that they had tried to have an open discussion 
with several people in power but to no fruition. Mtide suggested that the partners that had 
made the debate possible could possibly draw up a communiqué that can be sent to the Local 
Organising Committee through the Minister of Women, Children and People with Disabilities. 
Further, the informal traders should look at the opportunities available and use community 
broadcasters.  
 
The final panellist to speak was Kubi Rama, the Deputy Director of GL. She affirmed that „it is 
the voices of Cecilia Dube that we should make count. We cannot articulate it with the same 
passion as Dube has‟. She noted that as the most important part of the discussion. She drew on 
a newspaper article in the newspaper where a journalist from the Sowetan newspaper was 
denied entry into Orlando Stadium. Rama said that what has happened is that those with power 
have access. For any woman to make it, she has to convince those in power of her value. 
Drawing on research on gender, media and elections undertaken by GL in 2009 in South Africa, 
Rama said that eight community stations were monitored and one of the things that came out 
of the research was that stories of community broadcasters and the mainstream were not 
different. „Cecilia‟s voice is what should be covered. We should define the soccer 2010 agenda 
at community level. Women traders are being prejudiced. FIFA is the worst form of patriarchy, 
dominant and elitist‟ said Rama. She suggested a communication movement around 2010 that 
could expose inequalities that have been brought about by the mega-event. 
 
„To what extent is GL demystifying the gender and media agenda so that community 
broadcasters can reach out with the same voice?‟, asked Mtide.  Rama explained that the 
approach GL has been taking is to start with a development framework based on the SADC 
Protocol. It is up to the stations to do analysis and come up with action plans. Training and 
capacity building should be built into place.  
 
In the discussion that followed, one participant said that regarding trade, FIFA required goods 
of international standards and as such female informal traders should respond to the 
monumental of the battle. Another participant added that African governments are generally 
weak when they deal with FIFA and there is generally no recognition of the diversity of the host 
nation. However, there are certain initiatives that should be appraised. SAFM has women‟s fans 
programme every Thursday. „There is a battle around democracy in sports, women‟s 
participation and inclusion. This is a discussion that we are missing. Again, if we look at who is 
who in the media in the four major conglomerates, there is 25% black ownership. The question 
is how many women are there. We should use research to advocate and put issues into 
perspective‟, one participant suggested. 
 



Another relevant question that was asked was how sovereign African governments in regards to 
their motivation in hosting the World Cup. A recommendation that came up was that citizens 
should mobilise and ensure that they speak with one voice as there is power in the voice of the 
citizen. This way, government and FIFA will be forced to negotiate. They cannot avoid public 
opinion and living in a democracy, community media can give such voices. 
 
Leonard stated that community radios need to provide an enabling environment that allows 
women to be heard and this can be facilitated when a gender policy is in place. The World Cup 
is a manifestation of a neo-liberal agenda and it is important for society to start thinking about 
the legacy of the mega-event so that these mistakes are not repeated. The questions then 
arise: who is community radio and what are citizens doing to use radio that is available? One 
participant from a community radio explained that they should make it their mandate to always 
report back to the community. „Community radios should be looked at as civil society. My 
feeling is that we should not become juke boxes but use community radios to discuss real 
issues‟ he said. 
 
Conclusion  
 
Mtide rounded off the discussion and emphasised the need to remember the spirit of 
community broadcasting. He said that community radios should be used as a platform that can 
reinforce social impact. On the other hand, Huizies appraised the presence of provincial 
structures and said that it was their responsibility to take back the word. Mride also pointed out 
that the MDDA is ready to assist in programme production and MDDA, GL and NCRF should 
pursue a partnership. In his final words, Mtide said that it was important „to identify which 
doors can be opened and explore the opportunities so that we see how far we can get 
responses on the issues that affect women‟. 

 
 



ANNEX A: Participants List 
Event: Gender, Community Media and Soccer 2010 Seminar 

Venue: Gender Links  
Date: 03 May 2010 

 

NAME Sex ORGANISATION PHONE E MAIL 

David Mokobi M NCRF Limpopo 0836293872 dmokobi@gmail.com 

Andre Swartz M Radio Graaf Reinet 0498919040 andre@electronicmedia.co.za 

Tsepo Nthotso M NCRF Free State 0519334020 setsofm@mailbox.co.za 

Duduzile Sepua F NCRF NW 0866632371 sepuaDA@eskom.co.za 

T. Pusoyabone M NCRF Nothern Cape 0845001219 manager@radioriverside.co.za 

Patrick Mohlala M NCRF 0787022947 Kanyamazane.k.radio@mailbox.co.za 

Franklin Huizies M NCRF 0784598103 ceo@ncrf.org.za 

Vivien Bakainaga F GL 0789726556 vbakainaga@yahoo.com 

Kate Skinner F SOS 0829266404 Kate.skinner@mweb.co.za 

Hassen Lorgat M  0823626180 hassenlorgat@yahoo.com  

Mike Lumka M The Media Connection 0798410319 mike@themediaconnection.co.za 

Cecilia Dube F ESSET 0787220626  

Sonto Magwaza F ESSET 0731064482 Sontomagwaza3@gmail.com 

Lumko Mtimde M MDDA 0116431100 lumko@mdda.org.za 

Mpendulo Dlamini M SISIS +26876213375 mpendulo@realnet.co.sz 

Leonard Smith M Whole Court FM 0796933792 lenmaxfree@gmail.com 

Vuyelwa Mdazana F ECCRF Forte FM 0823533273 vmdazana@ufh.co.za 

Brenda Leornard F Bush Radio 0835866962 Brenda@bushradio.co.za 

Sandile Ngema M Imbokodo FM 0319051114 ngema@webmail.co.za 

Thandeka Msani F Inanda FM 0866619884 statiomanager@inandafm.org.za 

Lou Anne Reene F Radio Feenanong 0789432950  

Garth Damerell M Radio Feemaneng 0724432248 Garth_moss@yahoo.com 

Botsotso Maphosa M Kangala Community 
Radio 

0825133775 maphosabotsotso@yahoo.com 

Mopoeng Tsholofelo M NCRF North West 0834177098 skosanap@taunglm.co.za 

Thomas Makhubo M NCRF North West 0828452607 wemadoda@webmail.co.za 

Raphahlelo Mpho M Botlokwa Community 
Radio 

0833064121 Raphamlo1@gmail.com 

Tarisai Nyamweda F GL 0722006979 Intern@genderlinks.org.za 

Sikhonzile Ndlovu F GL 0720926525 mediatraining@genderlinks.org.za 

Thembela Njenga F ESSET 0835621467 thembela@esset.org.za 

Bonga Mthem M ZECFM 0785684853 bongaemsakazwen@webmail.co.za 

Albert Ngosa M GL 0116222877 allianceintern@genderlinks.org.za 

Kubi Rama F GL 0116222877 depdirector@genderlinks.org.za 

Colleen Morna F GL 0116222877 execdirector@genderlinks.org.za 

Emsie Erastus F GL 0116222877 gmdcintern@genderlinks.org.za 

Saeanna Chingamuka F GL 0116222877 gmdc@genderlinks.org.za 

Jennifer Elle Lewis F GL 0116222877 gmdcmanager@genderlinks.org.za 
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