
                                                                         

 

REGIONAL SUMMARY OF THE SADC GENDER PROTOCOL 2010 
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Country Date Regional 
Barometer 

Country 
Barometer 

Attendance Register Total 

Female Male Unspecified  

Namibia  August 2010 ✓  25 3  28 

Lesotho September  2010 ✓      

Zimbabwe October 2010 ✓  32 4  36 

Zambia October 2010 ✓  44 16  60 

Botswana October 2010 ✓ ✓ 30 16 5 51 

Mauritius October 2010 ✓ ✓ 36 17  53 

South Africa 
(Pretoria) 

November 2010 ✓  36 8  44 

Malawi December 2010 ✓ ✓ 28 39  67 

South Africa 

(Johannesburg) 

February 2011 ✓  30 5  35 

New York (CSW) February 2011 ✓  8 2 7 17 

Madagascar February 2011 ✓ ✓     

 



 

 
Summary 
 

The regional SADC Gender Protocol 2010 Barometer was successfully launched in ten (10) 
countries, nine (9) in the SADC region, as well as in New York during the Commission on the 
Status of Women (CSW).  Four countries launched country reports during the same occasion; 

these were Botswana, Mauritius, Malawi and Madagascar. 
 
The in country regional Barometers launches were preceded by Alliance caucus meeting.  The 

objectives of these meeting was three-fold, firstly for Alliance Secretariat to get a better 
understanding of the Alliance network at in country level, secondly to strengthen and support in 
country activities and finally to review, discuss and strategise  on the country Barometer report 
with the view of finalising 2010 report ahead of updates for the 2011 country reports that feed 

into the regional SADC Gender Protocol 2011 Barometer planned for launch at the Heads  of 
State Summit, in Angola. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

BOTSWANA:  SADC GENDER PROTOCOL 2010 BAROMETER LAUNCH REPORT 
 
The official launch of the SADC Protocol Regional and National Barometer Report in Botswana 

took place on the 25th of October 2010, at the SADC Secretariat in Gaborone. This study is a 
sequel to the 2009 Gender Protocol Baseline Barometer and has become the Southern Africa 
Gender Protocol Alliance's benchmarking tool towards the realisation of the 28 targets set for 

2015 which incorporate and enhance the existing African and global commitments. Although 
governments will be filing their own reports to the SADC secretariat for the first time this year, 
the Barometer is derived from country shadow reports that include a “citizen score card” and is 

the only overall regional analysis. 2010 is a critical benchmarking year for the Protocol; marks 
the 30th anniversary of SADC; 15th anniversary of the Beijing Conference and the first year of 
the African Decade for Women. 
 

Compared to last year, the regional report finds that there have been some advances in 
education, notably at the tertiary level and that there has been an increase in women’s 
participation in economic decision-making from 18% to 23%. But women’s representation in 

parliament declined from 24% to 23% following losses in the Botswana and Namibian elections. 
A new chapter on peace and conflict resolution compiled by the Institute for Security Studies 
that leads this sector bemoans the lack of gender disaggregated data in this area, and the 

glaring gender gaps in the military, police and prison services of the region where this 
information exists.  
 

The national report shows that Botswana fared average in the gender score card compiled by 
different stakeholders working in the gender sector. In some areas, such as providing HIV and 
AIDS treatment to all citizens and the securing of equal enrolment in schools for boys and girls, 

the country is performing very well. The scorecard clearly shows there are many areas of 
concern. In supporting women to access and benefit from productive resources and 
employment and stimulate economic empowerment, the government is not undertaking 

sufficient measures to secure this. This is mainly caused by Botswana’s negative attitude 
towards affirmative action measures for women. Also, concerning the prevention of gender 
violence and treatment for survivors, challenges prevail. Up-scaling of awareness building 

efforts are required and there is the need for more inter-sectoral collaboration between the 
legal, medical social and psychological service providers to survivors of gender violence.  
 

 
 
Welcome remarks 

The event started off with welcome remarks by Magdeline Madibela, Head of the SADC Gender 
Unit. She stated that said they intend to harmonise the implementation of various international 
and regional gender instruments as well as to deepen regional integration, attain sustainable 

development and strengthen 
community building and will 
make use the barometer report 
to track progress. 

 
Key note address 
 

The keynote address was 
delivered by Dr. Tomaz Augusto 
Salomão, the SADC Executive 

Secretary. In his speech he 
stated that the launch of both 

Dr. Tomaz Augusto Salomão, SADC Executive Secretary, 
delivering the key note address. Picture by Roos van Dorp 



the SADC and Botswana gender protocol progress barometer was an important collaboration 

that the organisation embraced since the monitoring and evaluation remains one of the 
priorities of SADC necessary to track down progress made by member states in the 
implementation of the gender commitment. Dr Salomão said the region must continue to strive 

to ensure that all member states sign and ratify the SADC protocol on gender and development 
bearing in mind the commitment of leaders to gender equality and women's empowerment 
through the signing of the protocol on gender and development. "2010 is a critical 

benchmarking year for the protocol as it marks the 30th anniversary of SADC and the 15th 
anniversary of the Beijing conference as well as the first year of the African decade for women," 
he said. He further said the 2010 baseline barometer report has found that there had been an 

increase in women's participation in economic decision making processes while their 
representation in Parliament declined following losses in the Botswana and Namibian elections. 
He explained that Botswana's shadow report has been launched despite the fact that Botswana 
has not signed the protocol even though the protocol is being put to work even where it is not 

formally in effect. 
 
Key findings of the Botswana Barometer 

 
After sharing the regional findings, Elsie Alexander (Lecturer UB, GPPC and Alliance member), 
informed the participants on how the study in Botswana was conducted and what the main 

findings were. She took the participants through the scorecard and how Botswana was scored, 
which sparked an interesting discussion as people shared their different views.  
 

Botswana fared average in the gender 
score card compiled by different 
stakeholders working in the gender 

sector. In some areas, such as 
providing HIV/AIDS treatment to all 
citizens and the securing of equal 

enrolment in schools for boys and girls, the 
country is performing very well. The 
scorecard clearly shows there are many 

areas of concern though. In supporting 
women to access and benefit from 
productive resources and employment and 

stimulate economic empowerment, the 

government is not undertaking 
sufficient measures to secure this. This is 
mainly caused by Botswana’s negative 

attitude towards affirmative action measures for women. Also, concerning the prevention of 
gender violence and treatment for survivors, challenges prevail. Up-scaling of awareness 
building efforts are required and there is the need for more inter-sectoral collaboration between 
the legal, medical social and psychological 

service providers to survivors of gender 
violence.  
 

Official launch 

The regional reports was officially launched by 
Magdeline Madibela, head of the SADC Gender 
unit and the Botswana country report was 

handed to the Deputy Permanent Secretary 

GL board member Pinkie Mekgwe addressing the 

meeting. Picture by Roos van Dorp 



for Ministry of Labour and Home Affairs, Gender and Civil matters, Ms. Kelebogile Kgabi. 

 
Vote of thanks 

The vote of thanks was delivered by the Director of the Women’s Affairs Department, Mrs. V. 
Mogegeh. After thanking all the officials, stakeholders and other partners for attending, she 
shared her appreciation for the statement of the SADC Executive Secretary, that even though 

Botswana has not yet signed the protocol, the country has continued with their efforts and 
made progress. Mogegeh shared a story which emphasized that the future of pushing the 
gender agenda is in our hands and it is up to us to keep going and keep the fire burning.  

 


