
Measuring impact: knowledge of the SADC Protocol on Gender and Development 
 
There has been a concerted campaign to increase knowledge on the SADC Gender Protocol 
Barometer at national, provincial/regional, local and ordinary citizens’ levels. During 
2010/2011, GL through its programme work conducted   140 village meetings were held in 
13 countries reaching a total of 2973 people. Of these 1547 (52%) were women and 1426 
(48%) male. The breakdown of meetings per country is Botswana 14, DRC 1, Lesotho 14, 
Madagascar 15, Malawi 2, Mauritius16, Mozambique 3, Namibia 17, South Africa16, 
Swaziland 3, Tanzania 4, Zambia 19 and Zimbabwe 16. 
 
Following the adoption of the SADC Protocol in August 2008, GL designed a short quiz to 
gauge citizen’s knowledge of aspects of the Protocol. This quiz is on the Alliance website. It 
is also administered at different events including village workshops and Barometer launches.  
The 2010 Barometer contained the results of the first analysis of the quiz, used in this 
second round as a bench mark. Thanks to lessons learned in 2010, the results of the quiz 
have been disaggregated by sex. Some countries were not represented well enough for the 
data to be disaggregated by country.  This dimension will be added in 2011.  
 
Table 10.4  

COUNTRY Women Men 

  N Women % N % 

MAURITIUS 29 96.7 1 3.3 

ZIMBABWE 89 84.8 16 15.2 

SOUTH AFRICA 210 76.6 64 23.4 

LESOTHO 187 73.3 68 26.7 

DRC 76 71.0 31 29.0 

TANZANIA 41 54.7 34 45.3 

MALAWI 181 47.8 198 52.2 

SWAZILAND 28 44.4 35 55.6 

ZAMBIA 135 43.4 176 56.6 

BOTSWANA 78 39.2 121 60.8 

MOZAMBIQUE 12 37.5 20 62.5 

NAMIBIA 8 36.4 14 63.6 

TOTAL 1,086 58.8 779 41.2 

GRAND TOTAL 1865       
Source: Gender Links 
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village level workshops conducted by the SADC Protocol Alliance. The forms from Zambia, 
South Africa, Lesotho, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Mauritius, Namibia and 
Madagascar were completed by local government councillors during gender mainstreaming 
training workshops conducted by the nationally based GL field officers.  The sample 
comprised 1865 participants: 58.2% (1086) women and 42.8% (779) men. 

 
 
Table 10.5: Socio-demographic characteristics of participants 

Sex  Age Educational attainment 

 
Below 30 

years 
30-50 years 

Above 50 
years 

Secondary 
School Tertiary/Vocational 

Adult 
literacy 

  N % N % N % N % N % N % 

Female  268 30 496 55.5 129 14.4 137 16.3 659 78.4 45 5.4 

Male 235 37.5 315 50.2 77 12.3 89 14.7 472 78.1 43 7.1 

Source: Gender Links  
 
Table 10.5 shows that the majority of participants were in the 30-50 year age group. 55.5% 
of women and 50.2%men who completed the protocol knowledge quiz were in this age 
group. The least proportion of men and women were in the over 50 years age group. The 
table shows that the participants had achieved different levels of education: 78.4% of the 
women and 78.1% of the men had attended vocational or tertiary education. 16.3% women 
and 14.7% men had attended secondary school. Only 5.4% of the women and 7.1% of the 
men had attended adult literacy programmes. 
 
Knowledge of different aspects of the protocol  
Apart from the introductory socio-demographic section of the questionnaire an additional 
five questions are posed as follows: 
1. Where and when was the SADC protocol on gender and development signed? 
2. Which two countries have not yet signed the SADC protocol on gender and 

development? 
3. How many targets does the SADC protocol on gender and development have? 
4. What is the target for women's representation in decision making and when should it be 

achieved by? 
5. What is the target for ending or reducing gender based violence? 
 
Although the questions have multiple choice answer options, only one of the provided 
answers for each question is the correct one. This analysis groups the answers selected by 
participants into only two possible outcomes: either correct or incorrect. The proportion of 
participants who correctly respond to each of the questions will be used to assess and 
conclude the level of knowledge and awareness around a specific question.  
 
Figure 10.4 



 
 
 
Figure 10.4 shows a similar pattern in both 2010 and 2011, with the area in which there is 
most knowledge is the target for women in decision-making, and the least the target for 
ending or reducing gender based violence. On a positive note, the overall average of correct 
questions has improved from 46% in 2010 to 54% in 2011. In the best known area 
(decision-making) 74% are now aware of the parity target, compared to 61% last year. 
There is also an increase in those who know how many targets the Protocol has (from 37% 
to 48%). But slight declines in knowledge in the other areas is cause for concern. It is 
especially disappointing that in both years the target of halving gender violence by 2015 is 
not well known. This points to the need for the GBV target to be centred much better in GBV 
campaigns.   
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Knowledge by sex 
 
Figure 10.5: Women and men’s knowledge of the Protocol.  

 
Source: Gender Links 2011 

 
Figure 10.5 shows that a higher proportion of women than men gave the correct answers in 
all cases for all questions. Women (63% ) were especially more knowledgeable than men 
(49%) on when and where the Protocol was signed. But like men the target that women are 
least aware of is that for reducing or ending GBV.    
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