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Background 
 
The media Centres of Excellence (COE) is a follow up to the gender and media research, 
advocacy, training and policy work that Gender Links has been conducting in SADC since its 
establishment in 2001. With the COE process GL ensures backstopping and give support to 
media houses. GL offers media houses a full gender mainstreaming package that draws 
from all research and training conducted to date and provides options for self monitoring. 
Between 2011 and 2014, GL will work with 100 newsrooms in the SADC region with the aim 
of ensuring that they have at least 30% women sources in news content by 2014 as well as 
having equal proportions of women and men in all areas and at all levels of the media.  

http://gemcommunity.genderlinks.org.za/gallery/main.php?g2_itemId=26673
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The MBC with its five national radio channels and three national television channels is the 
only public media in Mauritius. Over and above the national channels other regional and 
international digital channels have to pass through the MBC.  
 
The MBC is one of the first media houses in the region that Gender Links worked with in 
developing gender policy which is accompanied by an Action Plan. The MBC Gender Policy 
was adopted and launched in 2006. The MBC revisited its policy in 2010 and an updated one 
is on its website.  
 
The MBC now forms part of the Centre of Excellence Process to ensure that by 2015 there 
are at least 50% women’s sources in news content.  The MBC has signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with Gender Links agreeing to the COE Process. On Tuesday 4th 
September, Gender Links in partnership with the Ministry of Health facilitated a workshop for 
media practitioners of the MBC on Reporting on Health and HIV and AIDS. 
 
This is the second workshop since the signing of the MOU. The first one being on Reporting 
on Gender Based Violence in partnership with the Ministry of Gender Equality. Gender Links 
will continue to conduct a series of workshops on thematic areas of the Protocol as well as 
encouraging the MBC to take practical steps and be its own watchdog through the media 
self-monitoring tool.  
 
Objectives  
 
The main objectives of the workshop were: 
 

 Enhance participants’ understanding of how the MBC can better report on health and 
HIV and AIDS 

 Gain skills to cover health and HIV and AIDS from a gender perspective 
 Gain quality of reporting and find new angles 
 Giving spaces to HIV positive people 
 Give spaces to care workers 

 Gain skills to find the missing stories 
 Equip participants with a better understanding of the issue 
 Enhance coverage of Health and HIV and AIDS 

 
Acknowledgement 
 
Loga Virahsawmy thanked the Ministry of Health for this great collaboration of giving Gender 
Links an expert to talk on these subjects. Dr. Devi Soyjaudah from the AIDS Unit of the 
Ministry of Health was the main resource person to talk on women’s health and HIV and 
AIDS. Loga also thanked the MBC for putting all facilities for free to Gender Links. 
 
Opening  
 
Before officially opening the workshop The Director General (DG) of MBC, Dhanjay Callikan 
and   the Deputy Director General, Rekha Sooburun talked about the long collaboration with 
Gender Links. The DG highlighted that the training of Gender Links is important as 
participants will gain understanding of the issue of HIV and AIDS. He said that more and 
more HIV and AIDS cases are having a feminine face and it is the role of media practitioners 
to report on the issues.  



3 
 

 
“Journalists need training to do good coverage”, he said. 
The Deputy Director on the other hand congratulated and thanked Gender Links for this 
collaboration. “What I like with Gender Links is that they walk the talk, they are different 
from other NGOs as they do what they say they will do and the MBC is benefitting from 
that.” 
 
 
In her address Loga talked about the long collaboration of the MBC and Gender Links and 
how the MBC has taken on board the comments of Gender Links by giving more voices to 
women. In seven years the voices of women have doubled.  From 14% in the GMBS of 2003 
to 28% in the GMPS.  She highlighted that the MBC is the first organisation in the region to 
have developed a Gender Policy and added that the commitment of the MBC was recognized 
at the 4th Gender and Media Summit in 2010.  She said that change is already happening as 
the MBC gives in depth coverage on women in the different sectors of Mauritius in the 
mainstream news. She also said that the MBC has a policy on HIV and AIDS. “We should not 
be complacent and it is not because there is no HIV positive person at the MBC that there 
should not be a Gender and HIV and AIDS Policy. We must be proactive and the policy 
highlights how to deal with staff that is HIV Positive and the attitudes of others with that 
person. The role of management and other issues as well.”  
 
The Director General explained the important role of the MBC in addressing issues like 
health and HIV and AIDS and the role of the MBC in education the population at large.  
 
The Workshop 
 
12 female and 5 male participants including Chief News Editor, Acting News Editor, News 
Report/Presenters, Senior Technical Producer, Senior Producers and Producers participated 
actively in the workshop. The Time Table is attached at A and the Registration Form is 
attached at B. 
 

 
 
http://gemcommunity.genderlinks.org.za/gallery/main.php?g2_itemId=26685 
 
 
 

http://gemcommunity.genderlinks.org.za/gallery/main.php?g2_itemId=26685
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Materials used were: 
 

1. The section on Health and HIV and AIDS from the training manual  “Making every 
voice count – CEO Training Manual”  

2. Chapter six of Mauritian GMPS on “HIV and AIDS and the Media”  
3. Mauritius HIV and AIDS and Gender Baseline study –  
4. SADC Protocol Leaflets 
5. “I” Stories on HIV and AIDS 
6. Diversity in Action  

 
Through the workshop participants engaged with all the materials and were encouraged to 
stop the facilitators if they had questions, queries or needed further information.  
 
Dr. Soyjaudah made an in-depth presentation on HIV and AIDS and highlighted the 
following: 
 

 Important terminology 
 The History of HIV and AIDS and the first case in Mauritius 
 HIV structure – red and white cells and CD4 
 HIV life cycle 
 Modes of transmission 
 Conditions of transmission 
 Transfer of liquids (importance and impact of liquids) 
 Sexual relationship, blood transfusion and mother to child transmission 
 Evolution of the infection 
 Opportunistic infection 
 The different tests 
 The trend of HIV and AIDS in the world and in Southern Africa 
 The Age group of women most affected 
 Vulnerability of women 

 
 

 
 
 
http://gemcommunity.genderlinks.org.za/gallery/main.php?g2_itemId=26676 
 

http://gemcommunity.genderlinks.org.za/gallery/main.php?g2_itemId=26676
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Dr. Soyjaudah and Loga explained the power relationship that can result in women being 
infected. The following issues on gender inequality were raised: 
 
Physical violence 
Sexual violence 
Emotional violence 
Economic violence 
Legal violence 
 
Participants took note that on all the different forms of violence on women and how their 
voices have been silenced. 
 
“Women are afraid to come forward due to family pressure and the burden that they face in 
their community. I have seen women who prefer to die than do their come out.” She also 
explained that in Mauritius most cases of HIV are through injecting drug users and these are 
concentrated in certain regions of Mauritius. She explained all the services that have been 
put in place by Government including all the health centres where HIV positive people and 
drug users can get treatment and medication for free. 
 
To date cases of HIV in Mauritius are as follows: 
 
Male   4273 
Female   1084 
Children  39 
 
3608 are having treatment and 1548 are having ARV. “Government is developing new 
strategies so that all those who are infected come to us. We do not want to lose anybody”, 
said Dr. Soyjaudah. “We have three goals: no new infection, no morbidity and no 
stigmatization. We are putting lots of focus on prevention. We do lots of pretest counseling 
as well as posttest counseling. We encourage the population at large to do testing. 
 
Dr. Soyjaudah went into details on how and why PEP is administered. “This must be 
administered in less than 48 hours after any type of sexual violence and rape. After 28 days 
we call back the patient to make another test to know if the person has contracted the 
virus.”  
 
Loga gave a few statistics on how the media report on health and on HIV and AIDS as well 
as the missing voices. She talked about discrimination, gender violence, polygamy, female 
genital mutilation, sexual and productive rights and condoms. Some participants heard 
about female condoms for the first time. 
 
Participants came up with the following story ideas 
 
Story Ideas 
 

 Series of radio programmes on Gender and HIV and AIDS. The aim is to create an 
awareness on how women are more affected 
 

 A play on HIV and AIDS on television on World AIDS Day 
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 A programme on the services and the persons using these services. Interview those 
responsible and NGOs. 

 
 Programme on strategies in place for young girls and boys 

 
 A programme on a baby born from an HIV positive mother 

 
 Programme on the elderly and HIV and AIDS  

 
 One day in the life of an HIV positive person 

 
 A regular beat getting young people to talk 

 
 Ask popular personalities to talk on the issues 

 
 Read the stories in book “I” Stories on HIV and AIDS on radio 

 

 Report on topics on familiar to the Mauritian population 
 

 Regular programmes on HIV and AIDS 
 

Conclusion 
 
Participants had nothing but praise for the way this module was delivered and especially the 
expertise of Dr. Soyjaudah and making technical and scientific issues and terminologies 
clear. They all said it was the first time that they have a good grasp and understanding of 
HIV and AIDS. Some of them said they never thought they would have learned so much. 
 
Media coverage 
 
The MBC did a full coverage of the workshop and interviewed Loga and the Deputy Director 
General. The coverage was in three television news bulletin on the same day, 4th September 
2012. 
 
Way Forward 
 
The MBC will organize a half day workshop on Friday 19th October 2012 so that Colleen 
Lowe Morna, Chief Executive Office of Gender Links can address media practitioners of the 
MBC on how the MBC can do better, the missing voices and how to report better on the 
economy, politics and environment.  
 
The MBC has agreed for more workshops on all the different modules.  
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Annex A 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Mauritius Broadcasting Corporation 
 
Date:   Tuesday 4th September 
Venue: Training Room of the MBC 
Objectives – Reporting on Health and HIV and AIDS 

(i) Enhance participants’ understanding of how the media can better report on health 
and women’s issues 

(ii) Discuss the SADC gender protocol targets on health 
(iii) Contextualize health as key gender equality and women’s human rights issues 
(iv) Illustrate how the gender dimension of HIV and AIDS to be missing in media 

reporting 
(v) Equip participants how women and people living with HIV are represented in the 

media 
(vi) Review trends of reporting 

http://gemcommunity.genderlinks.org.za/gallery/main.php?g2_itemId=26679
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TIME ITEM FOCUS WHO 

Reporting on Health and HIV and AIDS 

8.30 – 8.45 Registration and 
administration of M & E 
Forms 

 Facilitator/ALL 

8.45 – 9.00 Welcome and   objectives All participants to fully take part 
in the workshop  

The Director 
General and 
Gender Links 

9.00 – 10.30 Understanding the issue: 
Comprehensive knowledge 
of HIV and AIDS 
Prevalence rate in Mauritius 
The Links between sex, 
gender and HIV and AIDS 
Women and Sexual Rights 
Mother to Child Transmission 
and facilities in place 
Programmes and Protocols 
in place to prevent new 
infections 
Understanding sensitive 
reporting 
The role of the Ministry of 
Health  

Understanding the issue  Ministry of Health 
and Gender Links  

10.30 – 11.15 Questions and Answers Understanding the issue All 

11.15 – 12.00 Exercises on Health and on 
HIV and AIDS 

Story Ideas 
 
Prepare stories for the SADC 
Gender and Media Summit 

All 
 
 

 

 

 

 

REGISTRATION FORM 

Reporting on Hiv and Aids 

Date:04
th

 September 2012 

Venue: MBC Training Room,Moka 

 

 

NAME SE

X 

M/

F 

ORGANISATION/POSI

TION IN 

ORGANISATION 

PHON

E 

FA

X 

E MAIL 

Mr A.Syed 

Hossen 

M Chief News Editor 49912

45 

 habisay@yahoo.fr 

Ms 

O.Mossae 

M Ag News Editor    

Ms 

P.Ramdin 

F News Reporter/Presenter 91061

64 

 preetyramdin@gmail.co

m 
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NAME SE

X 

M/

F 

ORGANISATION/POSI

TION IN 

ORGANISATION 

PHON

E 

FA

X 

E MAIL 

Ms 

V.Seeborun 

F News Reporter/Presenter 92053

42 

 vvidhima86@yahoo.com 

Ms Oozear F News Reporter/Presenter 73391

70 

 soozear@yahoo.com 

Mr 

S.Jeewoth 

M Sr Technical Producer    

Mr 

A.Bissoondo

yal 

M Producer 75002

99 

 avizede@hotmail.com 

Mrs 

R.Lobind 

F Ag Producer    

Mrs 

S.Hurgobin 

F Sr Producer 40280

00 

 sujatahurgobin@hotmail.

com 

Mrs 

S.Dookun 

F Sr Producer 72695

28 

  

Mrs 

L.Gokhool 

F Sr Producer 98881

50 

 luxgokool@yahoo.com 

Mrs 

M.J.Assame 

F Programme Presenter 49947

59 

 mariejoseeassame@gmai

l.com 

Mrs 

N.Didier 

F Programme Presenter 79517

89 

 nthldidier@yahoo.com 

Ms K.Jean F Programme Presenter 75900

35 

 jn_cthy@yahoo.com 

Mr 

Y.Somaroo 

M Programme Coordinator 91711

29 

 yogsomaroo@yahoo.com 

Mrs Luxmee 

Sumboo 

F Human Resource Staff 40280

00 

  

Mrs  

K.Martin 

F Programme Presenter 40280

00 
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