
59

CHAPTER 4

Key facts

� Age is a statistically significant driver for IPV perpetration in the 12 months before the survey.
� Educational attainment is significantly associated with IPV experience by women.
� A significantly higher proportion of men who were unemployed in the 12 months before the survey were

less likely to perpetrate IPV compared to those who were employed in a similar period.
� Child abuse experience by men is associated abusive  behaviour in intimate relationships.
� A significantly higher proportion of men who were sexually abused, neglected or physically abused  as boys

were more likely to perpetrate violence against their intimate partners.
� Alcohol consumption in 12 months to survey was associated with IPV perpetration in a similar period.
� Substance abuse was not significantly associated with IPV perpetration.
� There is a disparity in the attitudes of women and men towards gender relations.
� Women interviewed in the study were more progressive than the men and perceived their communities

as being more progressive than did the men.

Girls participating in a march during Sixteen days campaign 2011. Photo by Mary Jane Piang-Nee

Patterns and drivers of GBV
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« Je suis un homme violent. Je ne l'ai jamais caché et
même si j'avais essayé, ce serait impossible, parce que
je suis violent de nature. Depuis l'époque où  j'étais
à l'école, ma vie fut marquée par la violence. Mon
adolescence a été marquée par des disputes, bagarres
sanglantes m'envoyant même dans un centre
correctionnel à Beau-Bassin. Ma famille était aussi
plongée dans la violence. Mes parents se battaient
souvent et quand il y avait une fête de famille ou une
réunion, cela se terminait très souvent par des
bagarres sanglantes. J'ai malheureusement hérité de
cela. Quand je me suis marié et même avant je frappais
ma compagne. Je trouvais cela normal, de la battre.
Bon, elle répliquait aussi et cela m'encourageais à la
battre à nouveau. Donc, des disputes qui finissaient
par des actes violentes étaient chose commune dans
notre couple.

Ma femme n'a jamais porté plainte. Je ne sais  pas
pourquoi mais je pense qu'elle trouvait cela normal
également. Donc nos violentes disputes restaient
entre nous. Cependant, il y a trois ans, j'ai failli la tuer

et j'attends actuellement le verdict de la cour de
district de Port-Louis. J'ai faillit tuer ma femme avec
un marteau et heureusement elle n'est pas morte de
 cette violente agression.

Mon avocat m'a aussi dit que j'ai eu de la chance, car
normalement on aurait pu m'incriminer de tentative
d'homicide ou d'agression grave causant incapacité
mais je me suis trouvé avec une simple accusation
d'agression. Ce soir-là j'avais frappé ma femme avec
toute la force avec un marteau. Elle saignait
abondamment et mes voisins ont alerté la police.
Heureusement qu'elle a eu tous les premiers soins
très rapidement. J'étais complètement ivre  et c'est
peut-être pour cela qu'on s'est bagarré, enfin je ne
me rappelle pas trop. Tout ce que je me souviens c'est
que ma femme faisait des travaux dans notre chambre
et clouait quelque chose. Quand je suis rentré, ivre,
elle m'a dit que je ne valais rien, qu'on ne pouvait
jamais compter sur moi. J'ai l'ai donc rossé, avec une
pelle puis avec un marteau. Elle hurlait et les voisins
qui d'habitude ne font rien car c'est tellement
commun nos affrontements ont vu la violence que
j'exerçais et ont préféré appeler la police. Au lieu de
m'enfuir j'ai continué à infliger des actes de violences
sur ma femme, qui était déjà inconsciente face aux
coups que je lui avais infligé.

Quand la police est venue, j'ai essayé de prendre la
poudre d'escampette mais les policiers ont réussi à
me maitriser et m'arrêter. J'ai passé quelques jours
en cellule avant d'être libéré sous caution. Lors de la
première audience, la première confrontation avec
ma femme a failli dégénérer en violence mais la police
est intervenue. J'en veux à ma femme parce que je
ne suis jamais allé  en prison. Certes, j'ai failli la tuer
ce soir la mais elle m'a vraiment provoqué, m'a mis
carrément hors de moi. Elle avait déclaré que je ne
suis pas un homme, un vrai et que je ne méritais pas
de porter un pantalon. Je ne voulais pas le faire tant
de mal mais elle a atteint mon orgueil et ma fierté en
tant que mari et père. C'est ce que j'ai dis à la cour et
j'espère qu'elle sera clémente avec moi. Je crois en la
justice et je pense qu'on m'infligera une amende.
C'est la première fois que je me suis fait inculpé, et
j'ai vraiment peur de la prison, très peur car j'y ai
jamais été. «



Rakesh's* story shows that when a child grows up in
a violent environment, violence may become a way
of life. As a child, Rakesh saw his parents quarrelling
all the time. Family and social gatherings ended up
in bloody fighting. When he was growing up, he
fought with friends and was sent to a Youth Correc-
tional Centre. Even before getting married, he used
to beat his future wife. The violence became worse
after his wedding. His wife did not go to the police.
When he was on the point of killing her with a
hammer, the neighbours called the police. Had the

police not arrived on time he would have killed his
wife. He was charged with assault. At the time of
writing this book, Rakesh was waiting for his sentence.
This chapter explores individual, family/relationship,
community and societal factors that impact on adult
behaviours as shown by the ecological model frame-
work. The chapter draws on the prevalence and
attitude survey, as well as the political content analysis,
to draw out the causes or drivers of gender violence
in Mauritius - both immediate and longer term.
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Figure 4.1: The ecological model of factors associated with VAW

The ecological model in Figure 4.1 explains why some
of the violence occurs, why some men are more
violent than others are, and why some women are
consistently the survivors of abuse. Understanding
the reasons for and the factors associated with experi-
ence or perpetration of gender violence is a precursor
in the design of GBV prevention programmes. The
study investigated the association between the
experience or perpetration of violence with individual,
family, community and societal characteristics of
participants. The study also explored social norms
around gender relations.

Individual level factors

Individual level influences are personal factors that

increase the likelihood of becoming a victim or
perpetrator. Examples include socio-demographic
factors, attitudes and beliefs that support IPV, isolation,
and a family history of violence.

Socio demographic factors

Socio-demographic characteristics explored include
age, education level and employment status.

“...the neighbours called the

police. Had the police not arrived

on time he would have killed his

wife. ”
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Age
Table 4.1 shows that there is no statistically significant
difference in the proportion of lifetime IPV survivors
(p=0.5) and perpetrators (p=0.2) by age. However,
there is a significant difference in proportion of
perpetrators by age in the past 12 months. Men in
the 30-44 years age group were almost three times
more likely to perpetrate IPV in the 12 months before
the survey compared to men in the 45 years and
above age group. Men in the 18-29 years age group
were least likely to perpetrate IPV in the past 12
months.

In contrast, age was not a significant factor for IPV
experience by women either in the preceding 12
months or in lifetime. There was no statistically
significant difference in the proportion of women
experiencing IPV by age group.

Education level
Table 4.1 shows that there is no significant difference
in the proportion of survivors or perpetrators of IPV
in the past 12 months by the level of education.
However, there is a significant difference in the
proportion of survivors and perpetrators of IPV in a
lifetime by level of education. A greater proportion
of men who did not complete high school ever-
perpetrated IPV compared to the men that had
completed high school. Similarly, a greater proportion

of women who had not completed high school
experienced GBV in their lifetime compared to the
women who had completed high school.

These findings are consistent with the CASR study
that found that those with lesser educational
achievement levels were significantly represented
among victims of physical and sexual abuse (CASR
2010).

Employment status
Table 4.1 shows that men who had been employed
in the 12 months the survey were more likely to
perpetrate IPV in a similar period. Women that had
worked in the 12 months before the survey were
significantly more likely to experience IPV in a similar
period. These findings conform to the resource theory
of causes of GBV. According to the theory, when
couples share equal power there is lower incidence
of conflict and when conflict arises they are less likely
to resort to violence. On the contrary when a partner
desires more control and power they may resort to
abuse. This may be the case for employed women
who are likely to be more empowered and less
dependent on their spouses to the point they believe
in equal power relations (Goode, 1971).

Child abuse

Childhood experiences explored include childhood

Age

18-29
30-44
45+
Level of education

A level incomplete and lower
A level complete and over
Worked in past 12 months

No
Yes

Table 4.1: Socio-demographic factors associated with experience and perpetration of IPV

26.9
24.6
20.7

24.6
12.5

 23.2
 22.4

0.5

0.01

 0.8

12.1
20.8
24.8

24.9
12.4

0
1.2

0.2

0.01

0.3

7.7
5.3
3.8

4.8
4.5

3
7.3

0.6

0.9

0.01

0
6.2
2.6

4.2
3.3

0
4.7

0.05

0.6

0.04

Factors

 Chi(p) % men
perpetrating

% women
survivors  Chi(p) Chi(p) % men

perpetrating
% women
survivors  Chi(p)

Ever IPV Past 12 months IPV
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neglect, sexual and
physical abuse. Partici-
pants in the study were
asked about expe-
riences of childhood
neglect and abuse. Child
abuse was ascertained
through a series of
questions about forced
sex, unwanted sexual
touching, being severely
beaten leaving marks
and neglect by family,
teachers or other com-
munity members.

Figure 4.2: Experience of child
abuse by women and men

Women’s experience %

Men’s experience %

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%
Child

physical
abuse

Child
neglect

Child
sexual
abuse

24.3

33.5

22.1

54.3

3.5 4.7

The finding that child neglect was most commonly
experienced by women, in fact a quarter of the
women, shows that women suffer from a continu-
um of emotional abuse that may stretch from
childhood into adulthood. This is also true for physical
abuse.

Child physical abuse
Child physical abuse is defined as ever experiencing
an incident such as being beaten with a whip and left
with a bruise or mark. This could have occurred at
home, school or in the community. Almost one in
every five (22%) women interviewed and one in
every two (54%) men experienced child physical
abuse.

Child neglect
Child neglect in this study includes not being given
enough food, parents being too drunk to care for
their children, or children spending time outside the
home without any adults aware where they were.
Almost one in every four (24%) women and one in
every three (34%) men experienced child neglect.
The excerpt - the child neglected by her mother and
her boyfriend - is an example.

Child sexual abuse
To ascertain experiences of child sexual abuse
participants were asked whether they had ever been
touched sexually or forced to touch someone,
whether they had sex with someone of the oppo-
site sex who was more than five years older, or
whether they had been forced to have sex before
they turned 18 years old. Four percent of women and
five percent of men experienced child sexual abuse.

The women who told their “I” Stories also alluded to
experiencing child sexual abuse. An example is the
story of Rani*, sold by her grandmother to a man who
later sexually abused her.

“I come from a broken home and after the separation, my mother married another man. I was a burden for
both of them and was sent to my "nani." My nani was very poor and we lived in a small house made of old
sheets of corrugated iron. We hardly had any food to eat.

Figure 4.2 shows that for both women and men
suffered child abuse. However, a higher proportion
of men than women experienced all forms of child
abuse studied. The most common form of child abuse
experienced by men was physical abuse followed by
neglect and lastly sexual abuse. The most common
form of child abuse experienced by women was
neglect. The least common form of child abuse
experienced by both women and men was child
sexual abuse.
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never physical abused perpetrated IPV at least once
in their lifetime. Forty five per cent of men who were
sexually abused as boys perpetrated IPV in their
lifetime compared to 21% of men were never sexually
abused.

These findings indicate the existence of an inter-
generational cycle of violence in Mauritius. According
to Kalsmuss and Seltzer 1984, people who are abused
as children may incorporate abuse into their behaviour
within the relationships they establish as adults. It is
therefore imperative to prioritise response prog-
rammes targeted at rehabilitating children that have
been exposed to domestic violence.

Alcohol and substance abuse

This study looked at the links between alcohol and
substance abuse and GBV. Questions relating to
alcohol and drugs included whether the respondent
had taken alcohol in the 12 months to the survey and
if the response was yes, then how often. Participants
were asked whether their current or most recent
partner consumed alcohol and how often they did
this. Questions on substance use included whether
the respondent or their partner used drugs and how
often they did this.

Child abuse as a risk factor for IPV perpetration
Experiences of abuse throughout life can influence
an individual's inclination to engage in family violence
either as a victim or as a perpetrator. We explored the
link between child abuse experience by men and
perpetration of IPV in lifetime using chi square tests
of association.

Figure 4.3 shows that a higher proportion of men
who were victims of child abuse were themselves
abusive compared to those that were not abused as
children. Three in every ten men (30%) who were
physically abused as boys perpetrated IPV at least
once in their lifetime while 13% of men who were

When I turned nine years old, my nani sold me to an old man. The first night it really hurt but I did not even
know what that old man was doing to me. This torture went on for three long years on every single night.
When the old man came to my nani's house, my nani left the house and I was on my own with the old man.
The next morning I would go to school as if all was normal, but I was suffering a lot inside.” - Rani

Child physical
abuse p=0.001

Figure 4.3: Childhood trauma factors
associated with perpetration of IPV

Child neglect
p=0.04

Child sexual
p=0.001

No

Yes

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

13

30

19

29

21

45

Have you drunk alcohol in past 12 months

No
Yes
How often do you take a drink containing alcohol

Monthly or less
2-4 times a month
2-4times a week
4+ times a week

38.0
62.0

36.1
31.7
23.8
8.1

Table 4.2: Alcohol and drug consumption patterns by women and men

% Women % Men

70.9
29.1

64.5
33.3
2.2
0
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More than 5 drinks on one occasion

Never
Less than monthly
Monthly
Weekly
Daily or almost daily
Current partner alcohol frequency

Every day/nearly every day
Only at weekends
A few times in a month
Less than once a month
Never drank
Stopped drinking
Current or most recent partner drug use

No
Yes

40.0
22.6
13.2
20.6
3.7

0.3
5.6
1.7

14.7
77.3
0.3

99.2
0.8

% Women % Men

82.0
14.8
2.7
0.5
0

6.8
29.6
14.2
14.8
32.8
1.9

98.4
1.6

Almost two-thirds (62%) of men drank alcohol in the
12 months to the survey. The men who drank alcohol
were regular drinkers. Thirty-two per cent of drinkers
drank alcohol at least two times a week. One in
twenty-five (3.7%) who that drank alcohol were binge
drinkers consuming more than five drinks at once.

Table 4.2 shows that about three in every ten women
(30%) interviewed drank alcohol in the 12 months to
the survey. However, the majority of women (65%)
were occasional drinkers. Less than one per cent of
women who drank alcohol were binge drinkers who
took more than five drinks per occasion on a weekly
basis. Sixty five per cent of the women were in intimate
relationships with men who drank alcohol while two
per cent of women had partners that used drugs.

Partner drank alcohol
Partner did not drink alcohol
Partner used drugs
Partner did not use drugs

0.2

0.5

Table 4.3: Association between partner alcohol or substance use and experience of IPV in past 12 months

% women survivors in past 12 months Chi (p)

6.1
3.8
0

5.5

However, more women whose partners drank alcohol
experienced GBV in a similar period. There was also
no significant difference in experience of GBV between
women whose partners used drugs and those whose
partners did not use drugs (p=0.5).

Table 4.3 shows that in this study there was no
significant difference in the proportion of women
who experienced GBV in the 12 months to the survey
among women whose partners drank alcohol and
those whose partners did not drink alcohol (p=0.2).
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Table 4.4 shows that drinking of alcohol was
associated with perpetrating IPV in the 12 months to
the survey (p=0.007) .Six per cent of men who drank
alcohol also perpetrated IPV while only one per cent
of non-alcohol drinking men perpetrated IPV in a
similar period. There was no significant difference in
the proportion of perpetrators who used drugs and
those who did not use drugs.

Nita* spoke of how her husband Paul* abused alcohol.
When drunk he would insult her and become
physically violent. The sober Paul was loving and kind.
As a coping strategy, Nita also started to abuse alcohol.
Her husband eventually died because of his destruc-
tive habit.

Drank alcohol
Did not drink alcohol
Used drugs
Did not use drugs

0.007

0.9

Table 4.4: Association between partner alcohol or substance use and perpetration of IPV in past 12 months

% men perpetrators in past 12 months Chi (p)

5.6
1.0
3.4
3.9

“I nearly lost myself in trying to find the answer to
this question. He looked good. Almost as handsome
as when we first met. I was barely twenty and now
I am not yet thirty. Lying there on the bier, his head

completely dressed in bandage from the post-
mortem, he looked like the bridegroom who wed
me ten years ago. The memories stung my eyes
and tears poured out.

He had a smirk on his face. It was almost as though
he was enjoying some private joke. Looking at him
lying there on the bier, I felt anger and resentment
well up inside me. He was gone at such a young
age because of such a stupid reason. What a waste.
If only Paul had listened.

But Paul had never listened. Not when my family
warned him off drinks repeatedly. Nor when, sick
of being beaten and abused, I slit my wrist open.
He could not even heed the doctors' instruction to
stop taking the deadly nectar. Now that he is gone,
I feel a weird sense of relief wash over me even as
grief tightens its grip around my heart.

Torn between tears and laughter, I sat there
stunned, with eyes riveted on my husband's corpse
and ears deaf to all the moaning and weeping going
around. Unbidden, the heart-breaking memories
from last year flood in as though it happened
yesterday. I touched my jaw reflexively.
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I remember waking up at the hospital with a swollen
face. My teeth held together with some kind of
wiring. My head wanted to burst from the thudding
pain. I had a broken jaw, the doctor told me. My
teeth were all loose from the blow I had received.
He wanted to know how it all happened. Once, I
would have lied and assured him that I had had a
bad fall. This time, I threw caution to the winds and
told him the truth.

I had been beaten up by my younger brother- in-
law, a burly man who lives next door to me. He was
unhappy about a guest we were entertaining that
night and had started an argument about it, deman-
ding that we show her the door. My husband was
too drunk to tell his brother to mind his own
business. Besides, he was no match for the younger
man. So I spoke up. And when he tried to drag our
guest out of our house, I tried to push him away.
But then, he shoved me down and kicked me all
over, including my face.

After two days in hospital, I was free to go home.
Paul never came to pick me up. I had neither proper
clothing nor a single cent on me. How would I go
home? He was not picking up my calls. I later learned
that this was because he had passed out from
drinking too much.

Tears stung at the back of my eyes as I watched my
old mother walk in the ward at visitor's time. She
had been the only one visiting me at the hospital.
She took me to her place and nursed me like a baby.
She would feed me soup with a straw since I was
unable to eat.

Encouraged by my family, I decided never to go
back. This was one time too many. Paul was such a

loving husband when he was sober. But I couldn't
remember the last time when he was off drinks!
When drunk, he would insult me. He would get
physical and the next day, he would go out of his
way to show contrition.

I tried everything possible to keep peace in my
home. I became his drinking buddy. I gave in to all
his whims and demands. I even distanced myself
from my parents whom he resented and disliked.
He didn't like my going anywhere on my own. I
ended up becoming a recluse. But nothing was
ever quite enough for Paul.

And now, he was too much of a sick alcoholic to be
able to work. We would go weeks without proper
meals; the utilities disconnected us due to unpaid
bills. As he got sicker and weaker, my in-laws
became more and more interfering. And this time,
when his brother would have beaten me to death
had he had his own way, my husband was not even
fit to protect me… Why indeed should I stay married
to him?

Eventually, Paul started insisting that I come back
home. My mother set her foot down but he would
keep nagging on the phone. When I eventually
gave in, I learned that he had acted under pressure
from his parents. They wanted to persuade me to
drop charges against my brother in-law. I even-
tually did that. Though part of me despised my
husband for choosing to side with them, I still loved
him.

And now he is gone, leaving me totally unprepared
to fend for myself. It is funny how a slave can grow
to love his torturer. Freedom suddenly seems very
scary.”

Relationship influences

Relationship level influences are factors that increase
risk due to relationships with peers, intimate partners,
and family members. A person's closest social circle,

peers, partners and family members can shape an
individual's behaviour and range of experiences.

Christine* told how her in-laws interfered with their
relationship:
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“He went out every night to drink and gamble.
After a while, I moved to my in-laws' place where
they lived upstairs in the same house and family
interference did not help us as couple. I did not
like the fact that my in-laws constantly watched
my every move and also that my husband
consulted his family before taking any decision.
Things get worse when he began humiliating
and morally harassing me. He would even go
to the extent of saying, "If you did not fall
pregnant, I would already have left you. You
know I can easily get a pretty doll to marry." His
stepmother, who was 60 years old, cut the hot
water supply and stopped buying food for me,
telling me to go into prostitution.”

Christine's and Nita's* stories are consistent with
findings from the CASR study that also found that in-
laws play a role in exacerbating conflict and violence
between married couples. In both cases, their hus-
bands were abusive alcoholics who took advice from
their families regarding their relationships. The
husbands were also unable to fend for their wives
because of alcoholism. In Nita's case, the in-laws forced
her to drop charges of physical abuse. In Christine's
case, her husband's family accused her of promiscuity
and this exacerbated conflict within their relationship.

Gino*, who was violent to his wife for ten years
because the latter belonged to a different religious
sect, told his story.

« J'ai connu ma femme Selma quand je n'avais que
19 ans. Elle était encore mineure et je suis le premier
homme de sa vie. Dés  le début, notre relation était
marquée par la violence parce que j'étais un homme
très jaloux. Ma femme était belle et je ne supportais
pas qu'elle dit bonjour a qui que ce soit. Par
courtoisie, elle souriait à mes amis masculins des

fois et cela me rendait dingue. Je la tabassais
toujours. Mais elle était soumise et me respectait
malgré tout.

Quand on s'est marié, les choses se sont empirées.
Je finissais tout l'argent dans les jeux : Je jouais aux
cartes, essayant de gagner gros mais finalement je
me suis ruiné. Selma travaillait dans une usine textile
et quand elle touchait son salaire, je la rouis de
coups si elle ne me filait pas de l'argent pour que
j'aille jouer.  Plusieurs fois elle a été admise à l'hôpital
après que je l'ai battu. Elle n'a jamais porté plainte
contre moi. Puis avec la venue d'un enfant, je lui
avais promis que j'allais changer de vie mais j'étais
devenu accroc aux jeux. Je ne pouvais travailler car
je voulais toujours jouer et la vie de Selma est
devenue un calvaire.

Je l'ai même violé à deux reprises. J'étais furieuse
qu'elle ne fût plus disposée à avoir des relations
sexuelles avec moi. Je la forçais à me faire des
pratiques sexuelles et elle a supporté cela par amour
pour moi alors que je me comportais comme un
vrai cochon. Puis j'ai arrêté pendant un moment :
Je savais ce que je faisais n'était pas bien et disons
que j'ai fais une pause. Mais le pire allait venir :
Quelques années plus tard, Selma a commencé à
fréquenter une église que beaucoup de gens
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qualifiaient à l'époque de secte. Elle donnait
beaucoup d'argent en finançant cette secte et je
devenais fou quand elle me prêchait les
enseignements de ces gens. Je suis redevenu
violent. J'étais devenu un mari frustré. Selma
passait tout son temps dans les activités de cette
église. Elle me négligeait moi, mon fils, notre foyer,
Elle ne me touchait plus. Dès fois, elle restait en
jeune pendant des jours et ne cuisinait que des
légumes et ma vie était devenu un calvaire. J'ai
commencé à la frapper de nouveau. Elle avait à
plusieurs reprises tenté de me faire entrer dans
cette secte. Une fois je lui ai cassé la figure devant
son pasteur.

J'étais devenu malgré moi le bourreau dans sa vie.
Mais finalement, l'amour de Selma a guéri la
violence en moi. Malgré le fait que j'étais son
bourreau, elle m'a  pardonné et aujourd'hui on est

ensemble et on va dans la même église. Je regrette
mes comportements du passé. Ma femme a
toujours des cicatrices qui me rappelle les violences
physiques, y compris sexuelles qu'elle a enduré
pendant des décennies. J'aurai certainement été
en prison de longues années si ma femme m'avait
dénoncé. Elle a choisi le silence et le pardon. Son
comportement, sa foi en notre foyer a changé mon
caractère et aujourd'hui on vit ensemble sans la
moindre violence conjugale.

Je pense que j'étais un homme et mari frustré  qui
se défoulait sur ma femme parce qu'elle était faible
physiquement. Je me sentais forte quand je lui cassé
la figure. Je sentais une satisfaction entre moi mais
j'étais qu'un pauvre imbécile. Un vrai homme ne
frappe pas sa femme et j'ai décidé d'être un vrai et
de rester un vrai.  Mes bras ne servent qu'a
réconforter ma femme et non la frapper. »

Gino met his wife Selma at age 19. Selma was still a
minor. Being a jealous man, the relationship started
with violence. Selma was beautiful and Gino got mad
when a man would greet her. Gino became violent
but she was submissive. After their wedding, things
got worse. Gino lost all his money in gambling and
beat his wife to get her money. Selma was admitted
to hospital several times but never made an official
complaint. After the birth of their first child Gino
promised to change but the gambling got over and
the life of Selma became painful. She was raped twice
by Gino when she refused to have sex and over and
above she was forced into sexual debauch. For a
certain time Gino stopped being violent but when
Selma started to go to a Church (called a sect) where
she gave lots of money, tried to teach Gino and started
doing religious observance by cooking only vege-

tables, Gina became furious and started with the
violence. Selma forgave Gino who finally joined the
Church. Gino would have been in prison long time
ago but now they live happily together.

Community Factors

Community level influences are factors that increase
risk based on individual experiences and relationships
with community and social environments such as
schools, workplaces, and neighbourhoods.

Attitudes towards gender relations

Previous research has shown that social norms that
legitimise male dominance are key drivers of GBV.
This study explored the personal attitudes of women
and men and their perceptions of their communities'
attitudes towards gender relations.

“...their husbands were abusive alcoholics who

took advice from their families regarding their

relationships. The husbands were also unable to

fend for their wives... ”
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that women should hand over their wages to their
spouses while 18% of men agreed to this.

Although women appear more progressive than men,
they also displayed conservative gender attitudes.
Almost four in five (77%) of women agreed that
women should obey their husbands while 79% agreed
that women should get permission from spouses to
pursue paid work.

Figure 4.4 shows that women are generally more
progressive than men in terms of gender relations in
the home. A high proportion of women (88%) agreed
that women and men should be treated equally.
Eighty-three percent of men agreed to this. A lower
proportion of women (16%) agreed that men should
have the final say in family matters while 44% of men
agreed to this. Thirteen percent of women agreed

Figure 4.4: Personal attitudes towards gender relations by women and men
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Figure 4.5: Women and men's perceptions of gender attitudes in their community
% Women
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progressive than the men. Eighty-five percent of
women agreed that their community believed that
people should be treated equally irrespective of sex
while only 78% of men agreed to this.

Figure 4.5 shows that generally both men and women
feel that their communities have conservative
attitudes towards gender relations. Interestingly,
women perceived their communities as being more
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Figure 4.6: Personal attitudes about sexual entitlement in marriage and legitimacy of violence by women and men
% Women
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Figure 4.7: Women and men's perceptions of community attitudes on sexual entitlement and legitimacy of violence
% Women
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Sexual entitlement in marriage and legitimacy of

violence

Sexual violence committed by men is rooted in
societal norms that promote male sexual entitlement
and limit women's options to refuse sexual advances.
This is especially true when traditional norms
regarding marriage demand women to be sexually
available to their husbands. In this study, we explored
personal and perceived attitudes around sexual
entitlement.

In contrast a lower proportion of women than men
thought that in their community a woman was
expected to obey her husband or get his permission
to assume paid work or if she was allowed to work to
hand over her earnings. There is also a marked
difference in the women and men's perceptions about
community expectations for a man to have the final
say. While only 24% of women agreed that they
perceived such a norm in their community, 53% of
men believed this to be the community attitude.

percent of men agreed that if a man pays dowry his
wife should have sex whenever he wanted it while
10% of women agreed to this. Thirty-seven percent
of women agreed that it was possible for a woman
to be raped by her husband while 34% of men agreed
to this.

Figure 4.6 shows that overall there is a lower
expectation among women and men for sexual
entitlement to follow marriage. However, men
revealed more conservative attitudes around sexual
entitlement than women. Thirty-eight percent of men
agreed that a woman cannot refuse her husband sex
while thirty percent of women agreed to this. Twelve
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Figure 4.7 shows that a significantly greater proportion
of women perceived their community to be more
progressive than men. While a marginal 7% of women
affirmed that the community agreed to the notion of
wife ownership to accompany marriage, 20% men
thought their community expected a woman to
become her husband's belonging.

Similarly, 32% of women felt that communities
believed a woman could not refuse her husband sex
compared to 46% of men. These findings show that
while the participants did not perceive their
communities to view a wife as a husband's belonging,
they perceived communities to expect sexual
entitlement in marriage.

Both women and men perceived that their
communities legitimised violence in relationships as
a means of ensuring male control. Forty one percent
of women and 63% of men believed that the
community expected a wife to be punished by her
husband for wrongdoing.

Societal factors

The political environment

The ecological model recognises the importance of
societal factors in reinforcing or challenging gender
stereotypes that create a supportive environment for
GBV survivors. An analysis of 266 available speeches
obtained through Hansards, Library of the Legislative

Assembly, websites of political parties and the media
show that only rarely do politicians do not refer to
GBV in their speeches.

Figure 4.8 shows that only 23 (9%) of all speeches
analysed referred to GBV. Of these speeches however
most of them made a mere passing reference to GBV
without addressing the issue in depth or holistically.
Seventy eight per cent of speeches merely mentioned
GBV while 22% of speeches had GBV as a main topic.

An example of a speech with GBV as the main topic
is Gender Minister's Martin's speech to the CEDAW
Committee.

Mention/mention
and main topic
No mention

Figure 4.8: Reference to GBV by political leaders

91%

9%

“The Government of Mauritius is also fully
committed to strengthen its legislative framework.
Amendments have thus been brought to the
Protection from Domestic Violence Act that is the
PDVA in 2007 and 2011 respectively. Amendments
provide for a substantial increase in the penalty for
an offender on a first, second or subsequent
conviction.

Concurrently, the 2007 Amendment in the PDVA
also makes provision whereby District Court can
make orders for payment of alimony to an aggrieved
spouse or to a child of the parties at the same timeMauritius Prime Minister, Navi Ramgoolam. Photo by Colleen Lowe Morna
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This study further explored the forms of GBV referred to in speeches.

as an Order for Protection is made on such terms
and conditions as the Court thinks fit.

The 2007 Amendment allows for referral of cases
to my Ministry for psychological counselling in
exceptional cases. The PDVA has recently been
proclaimed as rules to enable Magistrates at District
Court level to handle cases of domestic violence in
a standard manner have been finalized by the Rules
Committee of the Supreme Court.

Madam Chairperson, I am pleased to inform the
Committee that our actions to address the issue of
violence are now geared towards gender sensitive
policies. We shall, in the context of International
Day Against Violence Against Women in November
2011, set up a National Platform on GBV involving
all stakeholders. In addition, my Ministry will shortly
launch the Africa UNite Campaign to end violence
against women.”

Figure 4.9: Number of speeches by the different forms of GBV mentioned
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Frequency

Figure 4.9 shows that the form of GBV that politicians
referred to most is domestic violence; followed by
child abuse. Despite being the highest form of
violence in the study, emotional violence is the least
commonly referred to form of GBV by politicians.
These findings indicate a degree of awareness by
politicians of the different forms of GBV and their
manifestations. More reference to partner violence
as compared to non-partner violence could be corro-
borated with the higher prevalence of IPV recorded
through the survey compared to the prevalence of
non-partner violence. However, the least reference
to emotional violence shows that this form of violence,
which is most prevalent, is given the least attention
even by politicians.

Framing GBV

The context in which violence is framed is closely
related to particular ideas of how that violence should

be addressed. All speeches were analysed to explore
how GBV was framed.

Figure 4.10 shows that most of the speeches (41%)
referred to violence against women. Thirty per cent
of speeches referred to violence against women and
children while 27% of speeches referred to GBV. This
shows that although there is primary focus to violence

Violence
against
women

Figure 4.10: Frame of reference
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against women there is a tendency for politicians to
subsume VAW and child abuse into one. This is
reflected in the structuring of government where one
ministry, the Ministry of Gender Equality, Child
Protection and Family Welfare is mandated to drive
both the women's and children's issues.

Reference to extent of GBV in speeches

Figure 4.11 shows that although speeches referred
to the various forms of GBV, few of the speeches
referred to the extent of GBV neither was this extent
substantiated by evidence. It is not enough for
politicians to refer to forms of GBV without referring

to the extent of the problem. Reference to the extent
of the problem is critical in identifying issues requi-
ring programme prioritisation.

Reference to causes of GBV by politicians

Speeches were analysed to determine the proportion
that referred to causes of GBV.

Figure 4.12 shows that the majority of GBV speeches
(87%) do not refer to any causes of GBV. This is
indicative that politicians either do not have
conceptual clarity to the causes of GBV in their society
or that they are failing to delve more deeply into the
issues.

Refer to extent
of GBV
Don’t refer to
extent of GBV

Figure 4.11: Reference to extent of GBV

78%

22%

Refer to causes
of GBV
Don’t refer to
causes of GBV

Figure 4.12: Reference to causes of GBV in speeches
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13%

Former Ombudsperson for Children, Shirin Aumeeruddy-Cziffra, talking on violence during 16 Days campaign. Photo by Gender Links
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Media coverage of GBV

The Gender and Media Progress Study in 2012
followed the Gender and Media Baseline (GMBS).  It
sought to compare and benchmark the performance
of media in SADC countries. The key findings of the
GMPS research on the coverage of
GBV in Mauritius include:

• GBV and stories that mentioned
GBV accounted for 2% of cove-
rage. GBV is a major problem in
Mauritius and Mauritians count
on the media for accurate news
with statistics. The percentage is
low as there were not many cases
of GBV during this period except
for a major one on horrific vio-
lence, rape and femicide.

• Even though GBV primarily affects
women, men constitute 63% of
sources, compared to women
(37%).

• Survivors of violence constituted
26% of sources, compared to a
regional average of 19%.

• Eight per cent of stories covered
by the Mauritian media were

about femicide. This is higher than the regional
average of 4%.

• Rape constitutes 19% of coverage in Mauritius
compared to 11% in the SADC region.

• More men (56%) than women (44%) report on GBV.

• Few articles offer information on where to go for
help.

• As elsewhere GBV in the region, GBV in Mauritius
is often reported in sensationalist ways that trivialise
the experiences of women. This leads to women
fearing to speak out and suffering secondary
victimisation at the hands of the media. The result
is that the media is often more a part of the problem
than of the solution when it comes to GBV.

Cedric Lecordier, Melissa Seebaluck and Corinne Maunick at a GBV workshop
for the Media held at Le Mauricien ltd. Photo by Mary Jane Piang-Nee

Article about the rape of a minor, and the perpetrators who were sentenced to 22 years in prison.
Clipping from L’express
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Conclusion

This chapter shows that there are individual and
societal factors driving GBV in Mauritius. Age,
education and employment status are socio-
demographic associated with IPV experience and
perpetration. Child abuse experience and alcohol
consumption by men increases risk of adult IPV
perpetration.

GBV is driven by conservative attitudes by women
and men towards gender relations. However, women
are exhibiting more progressive attitudes than their
male counterparts. This disparity in which women
appear to be more progressive than men may be the
source of relationship conflict and cause for violence.
In the CASR study perpetrators referred to “the
emancipation of women who could not hold their
traditional role but claimed their rights”. A common
statement associated with this was “Madam pe vine
misier”.

Despite the prevalence of GBV in Mauritian commu-
nities, politicians don't refer much to it as a key priority
warranting attention in speeches. They also do not
refer to the extent of GBV neither do they refer to
statistics in a bid to problematize the issue. Politicians
need to speak more and in depth about the extent
of GBV in Mauritius.

The media needs to improve on gender sensitive
coverage of GBV. More journalists should be trained
on how to cover GBV, increase women's voices and
how to extend the repertoire of topics that are
currently being offered. Based on the findings in this
chapter the media should become more active in the
fight against GBV by developing productions that
challenge societal norms and aim to at change gender
attitudes.


