
Response and support

The SADC Protocol provides that by 2015 state parties shall:
• Enact and enforce legislation prohibiting all forms of gender-based

violence;
• Ensure that laws on gender-based violence provide for the compre-

hensive testing, treatment and care of survivors of sexual assault;
• Review and reform their criminal laws and procedures applicable to

cases of sexual offences and gender-based violence;
• Enact and adopt specific legislative provisions to prevent human

trafficking and provide holistic services to the victims, with the aim of
re-integrating them into society;

• Enact legislative provisions, and adopt and implement policies, strategies
and programmes which define and prohibit sexual harassment in all
spheres, and provide deterrent sanctions for perpetrators of sexual
harassment.

Prevention

• The Protocol provides for measures, including legislation, to discourage
traditional and cultural practices that exacerbate gender-based violence
and to mount public campaigns against these.

Integrated approaches

• The SADC Protocol on Gender and Development calls on states to adopt
integrated approaches, including institutional cross sector structures.

The ultimate goal….

• To reduce current levels of gender-based violence by
2015.

GBV AND THE SADC PROTOCOL
ON GENDER AND DEVELOPMENT



The Western Cape GBV Indicators Study provides the first
comprehensive baseline data on violence against women in the
province. It shows that 39% of women have experienced some
form of violence in their lifetime, and that the same proportion
of men admit to perpetrating violence. Most of this violence
takes place where all citizens should feel safest – in the home
and in communities. The highest proportion of violence is the
kind for which there is no category in police records – emotional,
verbal and economic abuse. This is the slow but debilitating
death that many women experience daily, undermining their
agency and ability to participate fully and meaningfully in public
life.  Twenty years into our democracy the report is a shocking
wake up call to politicians and the public alike. The Western
Cape is the fourth province (with Gauteng, Limpopo and Kwa
Zulu Natal) to have undertaken this study. The report is a reminder
that South Africa needs to upscale all the provincial reports into
a national GBV Indicators Study to serve as a baseline for
measuring progress in eradicating the most flagrant remaining
violation of human rights post- apartheid.
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