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By Thabani Mpofu, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe 
 

Country Zimbabwe 

Name of media 
houses 

Chronicle, Sunday News, uMthunywa, B-Metro, Southern Eye, Radio 
Dialogue 

Stage Stage 7 (16 Days of Activism on Gender Based Violence campaign) 

Date 25-27 November 2013 

Venue Bulawayo Rainbow Hotel and field trip to Ngozi Mine 

Partners Bulawayo City Council; National Aids Council; and Ministry of Women’s 
Affairs and Gender Development 

Programme See Annex A 

Participants See Annex B 

Key points made 
in the inputs and 
discussions 

 GL media facilitator noted that there was poor coverage of gender 
based violence, HIV/Aids, people living with disabilities and other 
gender related issues in the local media. 

 Most stories on GBV were court stories, which were sensationalized. 
 Women’s voices on GBV and HIV/Aids were missing yet they are the 

victims. 

 Mrs Vaidah Mashangwa, Provincial Development Officer in the 
Ministry of Women’s Affairs and Gender Development outlined 
government’s attempts to address GBV but noted that they were far 
from meeting the 2015 target of halving GBV. 

 She noted that the new Constitution has several gender provisions 
and encouraged the media to report on them. 

 His Worship, the Mayor of the city of Bulawayo, Councilor Martin 
Moyo noted that cases of child abuse and molestations, spouse 
bashing, neglect and abuse of the elderly were on the increase in the 
city. 

 He noted that if women were economically empowered, cases of GBV 
would decline. Hence, the city council was prioritizing women in its 
development programmes such as allocation of vending bays, home 
industries skills development programmes and others. 

 He challenged the media to expose the social ills and ensure that 
women and girls are protected for the benefit of society. 

 He urged journalists to use the social media raise awareness of GBV 
and HIV/Aids. 

 Mrs Sinatra Nyathi, the Provincial Aids Coordinator in the National 
Aids Council of Zimbabwe noted that the media had a huge role to 
play in HIV/Aids campaign. 

 She noted that the country would find it difficult to address gender-
specific health care needs related to HIV and AIDS by 2015. 

 She challenged the media to report objectively and ethically as 
HIV/Aids is a sensitive issue.  

 Journalists noted that they were discouraged from reporting on 
gender, as editors prioritized politics and economic stories. Only a few 
media houses have gender desks or pages.  
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Output  News stories and pictures 
 Story ideas for 16 Days coverage 
 Workshop evaluation (See Annex C for summary) 

Comments on 16 
Days of Activism 
on GBV quiz 

 Results of the quiz revealed that participants had poor knowledge of 
the 16 Days of Activism Campaign. 

 The highest score was a participant with seven points out of ten. 
Three participants had as low points as four. 

List of M&E forms 
and tools 
administered 

 Workshop registration form 
 16 Days of Activism on GBV quiz 
 Workshop evaluation form 
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Annex A: Workshop Programme 
 

 
16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM ON GENDER VIOLENCE 
Workshop programme, 25-27 November 2013 

Bulawayo Rainbow Hotel 
Objectives 
 To train journalists on reporting GBV, HIV/Aids and other gender related issues. 
 Increase knowledge and awareness of the 16 Days Campaign.  

 To assess Zimbabwe’s progress in addressing GBV and HIV/Aids over the years with a view to 
attaining the SADC Protocol on Gender and Development objectives of halving gender violence by 
2015 and addressing gender-specific health care needs related to HIV and AIDS by 2015. 

 To identify story ideas for coverage during the 16 days campaign. 
 

TIME ACTIVITY WHO DOCUMENTATION 

MONDAY, 25 November 2013 

08:30-08:45 Registration   B. Tshuma Registration forms 

08:45-09:00 Welcome and objectives T. Mpofu COE Concept note 

09:00-09:30 Understanding the 
Context 

T. Mpofu  16 Days Quiz 
Show 

 Presentation 

09:30-10:00 Zimbabwe’s progress in 
halving GBV by 2015 

Mrs Vaidah Mashangwa, 
Provincial Development 
Officer, Ministry of Women’s 
Affairs and Gender 
Development 

Presentation 

10:00-10:30 Insights and experiences 
of gender reporting 

T. Moyo Presentations 

10:30-10:45 TEA 

10:45-11:15 Reporting Gender Based 
Violence 

T. Mpofu Presentation/ 
Manual 

11:15-11:45 Official opening of 
workshop 

His Worship, The Mayor of 
the City of Bulawayo, 
Councilor Martin Moyo 

Speech 

11:45-12:15 City Council’s programmes 
and activities during the 
16 Days 

Bulawayo City Council 
Gender Focal Person, Mrs 
Audrey Manyemwe 

Presentation 

12:15-13:00 Developing story ideas All Action plan 

13:00-14:00 LUNCH 

14:00-14:45 Overview of HIV/AIDS in 
Bulawayo 

Mrs Sinatra Nyathi, 
Provincial Aids  Coordinator, 

Presentation 
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TIME ACTIVITY WHO DOCUMENTATION 

National Aids Council  

14:45-15:45  Developing story ideas Group work  Story ideas and 
draft questions 
for on-on-one 
with councilors 

 Draft work plan 
for field day 

15:45 -16:00 TEA 

16:00- 17:00 Feedback and wrap up All/T. Mpofu Briefing on field trip 

TUESDAY, 26 November 2013 

09:15-09:30 Registration  B. Tshuma Registration forms 

09.30-10.00 Welcome and introduction A. Manyemwe/ 
T. Mpofu 

 

10:00-11:30 One-on-one interviews 
with councilors at the 
Council Chambers 

All Story ideas and draft 
questions for on-on-
one with councilors 

11.30-13.00 TRIP TO NGOZI MINE 

13:00-16:00 Gathering news stories 
from Ngozi Mine residents 

All Story ideas and draft 
questions for on-on-
one with councilors 

WEDNESDAY, 27 NOVEMBER 2013 

09:00-09:30 Registration B. Tshuma Registration Forms 

09:30-10:30 Feedback from city 
council visit and Ngozi 
Mine 

All Story ideas 

10.30-11:00 TEA 

11:00-11:30 Action plan for 16 Days Group work 16 Days coverage 
action plan template 

11:30-12:00 Group presentations All Draft plan for 16 
Days coverage 

12:00-13:00 GL Opinion and 
Commentary  

T. Mpofu Opinion and 
Commentary 
pamphlet 

13:00-14:00 LUNCH 

14:00-16:30 Story writing and end of 
programme 

All/ T. Mpofu News stories 
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Annex C: Summary of Workshop Evaluation 
 
Introduction 
The 16 Days of Activism on Gender Based Violence workshop was held from 25-27 November at 
the Bulawayo Rainbow. The workshop was attended by journalists from Chronicle (2), Sunday 
News (2), Radio Dialogue (3), Southern Eye (3), B-Metro (2), uMthunywa (1), five students 
from the National University of Science Technology and a teaching assistant from Nust who was 
assisting the Gender Links media Facilitator. Invited partners were the Bulawayo City Council 
who were represented by the Mayor and the Gender Focal Person; Ministry of Women’s Affairs 
and Gender Development; and the national Aids Council. The first day of the workshop was 
spent on presentations, discussions and group works. On the second day, journalists were 
taken on a field trip, first to the Bulawayo city council where they had one-on-one interviews 
with the Mayor and other invited councilors. The rest of the day was spent at Ngozi Mine, a 
squatter camp on the outskirts of the city. 
 
Summary of participants 
About 75% of the participants were female and 25% were male. However, on the second day 
during the visit to the city council, the number of male participants increased as all five invited 
councilors and mayor were male. All but one (31-40) invited journalists and students from Nust 
were in the age group of 18-30. All participants are at the level of tertiary education. 
 
Summary of score sheets 
The table below gives a summary of the scores for the workshop and below is a list of the main 
comments from the participants. A total of 19 evaluation forms were administered 
 

Workshop evaluation Excellent Good Fair Poor Very Poor 

1. Programme design 14 3 2 0 0 

2. Programme Content 13 6 0 0 0 

3. Documentation 12 7 0 0 0 

4. Facilitation 16 3 0 0 0 

5. Group work 9 8 2 0 0 

6. Outputs 13 5 1 0 0 

7. Outcomes and follow up plan 10 8 1 0 0 

8. Learning opportunity 16 3 0 0 0 

9. Networking opportunity 14 2 3 0 0 

10. Administrative arrangements 13 6 0 0 0 

 
Comments 
1. Which session did you find most useful? Why? 
 Group work: I worked with people from different media houses. 
 When we visited Ngozi Mine. It was an eye opener on how squatters survive. 
 First session where stakeholders from different organisations presented: I was able to gain 

more knowledge on GBV issues. 
 Ngozi Mine visit: I had a chance to interact with people and learnt a lot on their way f life. 
 Output and follow up plans: keeps one in check. 
 Ngozi Mine: I was enlightened on the degree of poverty and also the violence that people 

go through. 
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 Presentations: information presented was resourceful and the presenters were well versed 
in the issues under discussion. 
 

2. Which session did you find least useful? Why? 
 None of the participants had a session they found useless. 

 
3. How will you apply what you have gained from this assignment? 
 Do radio programmes mostly on humanitarian issues that the media tend to sideline. 
 Write more stories about gender based violence and HIV/Aids. 
 I have learnt how to report on gender issues and get story ideas. 

 
Any other comments 

 Gender Links is doing a good job in terms of trying to engage the media to cover gender 
issues. 

 As a journalism student, the workshop was very useful in grasping concepts and interacting 
with journalists. 

 This was a fruitful workshop which reminds us that apart from reporting about politics, we 
have to report issues on GBV. 

 Keep the good work of raising and teaching journalists on how to get story ideas and report 
on gender issues. 

 Kindly do another workshop on women and climate change. 
 The workshop was excellent; issues of gender violence were thoroughly and effectively 

discussed. 
 


