
Report on media education training held at Nena lodge in Lusaka on 

September 6, 2014 

The training workshop on education which is the third module under the Media Centers 

of Excellence (CoE) project being undertaken by Gender Links was held on September 6, 

2014 at Nene lodge in Lusaka. 

The one day training attracted 15 participants from the six media houses which are part 

of the project in Zambia. 

The workshop started at 09: 30 hours to the late coming of participants. 

The participants were welcomed by the two Gender Links (GL) media facilitators who 

after self introductions by participants gave them a brief background of GL and the COE 

project. 

They were informed that the training that they were about to under take was part of the 

several other modules under the SADC Protocol on gender and development. Before 

outlining their expectations, participants were given a SADC protocol on gender and 

development quiz. 

RESPONSES 

QUIZZ 

Where and when was the SADC protocol on gender and development signed? 

a.  2005 in Gaborone (five) 

b. 2007 in Lusaka (2) 

c. 2008 in Johannesburg  (7) 

d. 2006 in Maseru (1) 

Has your country signed? 

a. Yes (14) 

b. No (0) 

c. I don’t know (0) 

Which two countries have not yet signed the Protocol? 

a. Botswana and Mauritius ( 9) 

b. South Africa and Zimbabwe (2) 

c. DRC and Angola (2) 

d. Swaziland and Tanzania (1) 

How many targets does the Protocol have? 



a. 20 (2) 

b. 28 (8) 

c. 10 (4) 

d. 15 (1) 

What is the target for women in decision-making and when should it be achieved by? 

a. 50 % by 2015 ( 9) 

b. 30 % by 2010 (3) 

c. 30 % by  2015 (4) 

d. 50 % by 2010 (0) 

What is the target for ending or reducing GBV? 

a. Eradicate all GBV by 2015 ( 4) 

b. Halve the current levels of GBV by 2015 (7) 

c. Reduce GBV by as much as possible by 2015 (4) 

d. Halve the current levels of GBV by 2010 (0) 

This was to make them understand the protocol on gender and development as most of 

them said they did not understand what it was about as well as its background. 

After the quiz, participants pelt out the following as their expectations of the workshop. 

A brief background of the protocol was given to the participants  that it was a 

commitment by State parties including Zambia  to meet certain targets all aimed at 

gender equality  by 2015. They were told that it has 28 targets with themes ranging 

from Constitutional and legal rights to implementation. 

 At this stage, participants outlined the following as their expectations; 

Expectations  

 Understand the education targets in  the SADC Gender and development  

protocol  

 Role of the media  

 How Zambia is doing  in term of girl child  education  

 Challenges faced by the girl child in education  

 What interventions GL is undertaking to sensitive people on the SADC Gender 

and development protocol  

 What GL is doing to reduce early marriages  

 Role of the family in educating the girl child 

 What policies Government has put in place to ensure more girls are in school 

 Find out whether the re-entry policy is working and is advancing to achieving the 

education goals 



After outlining out the expectations of the workshop, the following were the objectives; 

 

OBJECTIVES 

 Explore some of the key issues in education affecting women and girls in 

Zambia/region 

 Introduce the key provisions on education in the SADC protocol on Gender ad 

Development 

 Analyze how media can contribute to the advancement of targets on 

education 

 Identify some of the missing stories in the education sector 

Participants were later introduced to the education module of the protocol and were 

given the highlights of what State parties were expected to achieve by 2015. A 

discussion was held on the education system in Zambia as it relate to promoting girl 

child 

 RESPONSES 

 The PF government has introduced free education but there are costs still 

attached to education such as buying uniforms, shoes, books, transport to and 

from school and even buying food because no child can learn with an empty 

stomach 

 Re-entry policy- it is good but it is quite  challenging because of stigma, girls do 

not have care takers of their children when they want to go back to school 

 No services for baby taking in schools so because of this most girls fail to go 

back to school 

 School uniforms Government said no schools should be allowed to sell but 

parents should be free to buy else. This is somewhere helping parents and 

guardians because they are able to buy uniforms from cheaper sources 

 Cut off point for girls at grade nine level is still lower than that of boys to ensure 

that more girls go into secondary  school 

 Increase in early marriages and pregnancies especially in rural area which results 

in many girls stopping school 

 Long distances to schools discourages children from accessing education even if 

it is for free 

 A lot of boarding houses  which are not regulated and the same expose girls to 

high risk of early pregnancies and marriages ( these are houses where children 

rent ) 

 The mushrooming number of schools offering distance education has seen more 

women and men accessing  education especially at university level 



 Between 2008 and now not seen new policies on retention and access to 

education 

 Cases of GBV are increasing each passing day but authorities on the other hand 

are putting in measures to curb the same 

 We have not seen any policy –there has been curriculum development to try and 

address stereotypes (for example in olden days, pupils used to read..This is Jelita, 

Jelita is a girl, she is sleeping the floor and Mulenga is a boy, he is kicking the 

boy) this is no longer the way. It has been improved to be gender sensitive 

 Stereotypes still an issue that needs to be worked for example when a girl is 

doing fine in class, she will be termed as a man (chimwamuna) in praising her 

achievement 

 Home-craft and cooking is now taught to all pupils in a bid to fight GBV and 

promote gender equality 

 We need a changing society, policies and programmes that will promote gender 

equality 

 Now people are speaking more on GBV in schools but it is disappointing that 

head teachers have also joined in defiling, raping or even impregnating girl child. 

We have lately heard a number of head teachers who have been arrested due to 

sexual abuse of their pupils. 

 Daily Mail Newspaper has a policy of high lighting issues of gender  while Times 

of Zambia has just introduced a gender task to be highlighting issues of gender 

equality, GBV and others 

 Media owners control what comes out in newspaper for example a while ago an 

editor of a media house was summoned by a Government official ( main 

shareholder of the newspaper)  to find out why the newspaper was always 

highlighting issues of defilement instead of developmental issues 

 That is the more reason why all media houses need to have gender policies in 

place 

 GBV is across society and sexual harassment is serious in schools 

 In olden days it was normal for a colleague to squeeze a girl’s bums or breasts 

but now, boys know that it is against the law as it is usually the source of early 

pregnancies and even GBV. 

Another discussion on what State parties (Zambia) can do  to ensure that the protocol 

provisions on education are achieved by 2015 and the following were the responses; 

REPONSES 

 Sensitization starting from families or homes 

 Teach both girls and boys about bad and good touch for example when 

bathing a girl child you tell them nobody touches their private parts 

 Both men and women should take a leading role in sensitizing people about 

sexual harassment and indecent assault 



 Journalists needs to get different views including those of families on 

education stories 

 Still in an era people expect grandmothers to teach girl child about the Dos 

and DONTs 

 Biological happening such as menstrual affecting a  girl child’s performance in 

school if there are not sensitize about it before it happens to them 

 Education is a corner stone to women’s emancipation in all sectors such as 

employment, holding position in decision making  

 Government need to put in place stronger policies to protect girl child 

 Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs ), Civil Society and the church have 

to join hands in ensuring that the provisions are achieved-they need to 

supplement Government’s efforts  

After this discussion, a presentation was held on the key education issues in the region 

some of the common trends that came out were; 

 Sexual harassments and GBV  in most schools still rampant 

 Despite State parties putting in place laws and regulations to discourage GBV 

and sexual abuse of girls and boys sometimes, the vices are still going up 

 Media is now more pro active in reporting issues affecting girls such as GBV and 

sexual abuse 

 Sensitization programmes on early marriages and pregnancies are in place 

 Programmes to sensitize teachers about the language and dangers of abusing 

pupils need to be intensified 

Another discussion was held to find out what the current situation in Zambia is? 

 Government has put in place measures to curb GBV and that  the increased 

number of GBV cases are as a result of the media’s becoming role of being 

gender sensitive 

  However, some people still do not report or expose  GBV cases about their 

children 

 The issues of withdrawing GBV cases from the police is  also causing the 

perpetuation of GBV  in schools and families  

 Institutions of learning are becoming hunting grounds for Sugar daddies  

 Zambia has attained universal education at primary level-we see girls and boys 

being at par at primary level but as they go on to secondary and university level, 

a number of girls drop out because of early pregnancies, marriages and 

sometimes taking care of sick relatives and fending for the family 

LITERACY AND ACCESS TO EDUCATION LEVELS 



On literacy levels of men and women in the SADC it was discovered that  there more 

boys were literate as compared to girls and this was because a boy child was still being 

giving more opportunity to go to school as compared to a girl child.  

This was also attributed to long distances to schools especially in rural areas which most 

girls could not cover. Zambia was also discovered to be the fourth country with lower 

literacy levels while Lesotho had the highest. 

 It was also established that gender was a factor in the disparities of literacy levels 

between a girl and boy. This was said to be caused by tradition and customary norms 

which still favours a girl child more in accessing education as compared to a girl.  

The numbers of girls and boys are primary levels were almost at par but the number of 

girls reduced at secondary levels largely due to early marriages, pregnancies, boys 

heading cattle instead of being in school, economic hardships and other factors that 

deterred girl child from accessing education.  

The situation in the region was almost similar suffice it to say that some countries were 

doing better than others.  In some countries, they are actually more girls than boys in 

schools 

LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

It was discussed that the current Zambian constitution does not say anything about 

gender equality on education but its preamble discourages discrimination on any kind 

which could include education.  

The Zambian laws or policies does not prohibit any one from accessing education apart 

from traditional and cultural norms and believes and other factors.  

The draft constitution however highlights issues of equality in education as it seeks 

freedom of education for both girls, boys, women and men. 

The participants were put in two groups to answer the following questions 

GROUP ONE 

Does your country’s constitution make provision for gender equality in education? 

Responses  

 The current constitution does not say any thing about education 

 The draft constitution talks about freedom of education  

 The draft also highlights issues of education in the  bill of rights 

 

 



If so, what is your government doing to ensure that these provisions are adhered to? 

Response 

 no 

Does your country have a national policy on education? 

Responses  

 We have a 1996 education policy  

If there is a national policy, does it address the needs of boys and girls? 

Responses  

 It does address the needs of boys and girls  

 Not adequate more provisions need to be taken in place 

 Implementation is also a problem  

 Corruption  

Is GBV in schools an issue in your community and country at large ? 

Response  

 Yes 

What are authorities doing? 

Responses  

 Sensitization, arrests, it is encouraging media to openly address  the issue of 

GBV, put in place general guidance for life skills  for both girls and boys 

GROUP TWO 

Is there any legislations in place? 

Response 

 Yes Zambia has legislations in place such as the penal code , anti human 

trafficking, anti GBV Act-GBV Act  but it is not working to expectations  because 

doesn’t have clause that criminate perpetrators 

After the group work, participants went into the discussion of how the media was 

covered education stories in Zambia. 

 



The following were the reactions; 

 Reporters seem to concentrate on event based education stories 

 Usually education stories are covered when there is an announcement of results 

 At least in Zambia we are now seeing coverage of statistics of how girls have 

fallen out of school due to early pregnancies and marriages 

 Education is news worth only that reporters miss the mark as they do not 

consider statistics as part of the story 

 Media owners and editors do not consider education stories as news worthy 

 Reporters fall to go cover education stories especially in rural areas 

 There are no follow ups made to education stories 

 Too much single sourcing of education stories 

Participants and facilitators also discussed about news ideas for journalists just to give 

them an idea of what kind of stories could make news 

Story Ideas 

 Distance covered to access education leading to early marriages  

 Children in prison and access to education  

 Story on need to regulate boarding houses  

 Girl child education in relation to menstruation  

 Children of prostitutes what’s their future  

 Stereotyping in he class room and the role of family in girl child education 

 Care giving for children’s mothers go back to school 

 The role teachers can play in stopping GBV in schools 

 Working women as role models for girls 

After the discussion of news ideas, the meeting closed at about 16: 30 hours. 

 

 

 


