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Country Swaziland 
Name of media 
house 

Swaziland Television and Broadcasting Corporation - Swazi TV  

Stage 6 
Date 8.4.2014 
Venue STBC Premises 
Partners  
Programme Introduction to Opinion and Commentary Service 
Participants Betty Khoza; Nomcebo Mbhamali; Patience Magagula; Oscar 

Mabusela; Welile Masuku  Mpumelelo Mnisi;  Nkosinathi 
Dlamini. 

Key points made in 
the inputs and 
discussion 

 GL Opinion and Commentary Service is the 
Gender Mainstreaming resource in the region 
that gives resourceful material and news as well 
as articles from a Gender perspective. 

 Encourage more knowledge on Gender and link 
with regional entities. 

 The Material offered is in English and French 
 The different views shared in this are meant to 

give different perspective on Gender and they 
have been freely available to give different views 
and opinions on Gender. 

 Journalists and programme producers are free to 
engage on discussion and forum via internet 
through these service- Cyber dialogues 

 Most News outlets are participating on Gender 
based violence and related issues 

 It creates a forum for the region to discuss the 
issues of gender and biases. 

 Opinions and commentaries are nit censored but 
opened to engagement and robust debates. 

 Each Media hours (journalists) are encouraged 
and free to engage and exchange information 

 This is a skills enhancing programme and 
initiative 
 

 Outputs 1. Identify people within the station (Editorial and 
Programming) that could contribute to the GL Opinions 
and Commentary Service as part of promoting Gender 
mainstreaming. 

2. Gender champions should be identified as a matter of 
urgency. 

3. Journalists must develop critical ears and have an open mind 
on Gender issues- Gender is a news beat. 

4. STVA  to Utilize GL Opinion and Commentaries Service as 



resource to enrich mews and programming content as well 
as exposing yourselves to different views on any subject 
matter. 

5. Assist the STVA to understand that Gender has different 
components and one must ensure that right questions are 
asked in an attempt to genderize stories and removed all 
gender stereotypes. 

6. Seemingly gender is such a new phenomenon; journalists 
should read and expose themselves as part of learning. 
Accessing this Service will be part of enhancing their skills. 

7. Each story should be gender sensitive and balanced. 
8. Stereotypes should be avoided at all costs. 
9. Journalists should have a positive attitude of developing 

critical ears, eyes and minds when discussing gender related 
issues 

10. GL Opinion and commentary Pages should become a 
great resource for enriching the information 
dissemination on gender within the station and 
journalists must enrich their knowledge. 

Comments on 
Knowledge and 
Attitudes Protocol 
quiz and 
discussions 

done 

Comments - The service requires that Journalists develop skills on IT 
and must be assisted to update their research skills. 

- STVA should continue ensuring that Gender becomes a 
‘beat’ and accessing this service will be steps towards 
right path towards achieving that and gender 
mainstreaming process. 

- Some of the Gender stories should be shared with GL 
Opinion and Commentary Service, since STVA is now 
part of Gender and Media in the region and a leader in 
Swaziland. 

- Local Journalists must begin to tell the story of cultural 
programming like Umhlanga  for an example from an 
informed position and ensure that gender dynamics are 
explored and interrogated. 

- There should be incentives given to those journalists 
who will go all out to raise and address gender related 
issues the GL Opinion and Commentary pages will 
enable STVA journalists to achieve that.  

- There should be continued further training on Gender 
related issues because it is such a complex subject. 

- GL should aggressively enhance a training programme 
for media houses. 

- If Gender has human rights components then certainly 
a human rights approach to gender is crucial. 

- Swazi Culture has some practices that impact on gender 



and the content has to be evaluated accordingly. 
- Attempts should be made to ensure that local content 

and production embraces gender mainstreaming 
- There is need to ensure that the Sex language and 

abuse of women images needs urgent attention.  
- Skills development and Empowerment of both men and 

women in the station is quite critical and gender should 
not be viewed as a woman thing.  

List of M and E 
forms and tools 
administered and 
sent to be Gender 
Links 

 Yes statistics  
NB -Swazi TV has taken this process with greater keen interest 
and have really embrace the ideal of Gender mainstreaming 
and its really exciting to work with Editorial an Programming 
Teams. 

 


