
VOICE OF THE CHURCH (VOC) 
Gender Sensitization Workshop  

 

Country Swaziland 
Name of media 
house 

Voice of the Church VOC 

Stage 6 
Date 11.04.2014 
Venue VOC 
Partners  
Programme GL Opinion and Commentary Service  
Participants Lomalangeni Dlamini; Abel Vilakazi; Nomcebo Dlamini; Mrs 

Tfwala (Majority of presenters are just freelancers and not 
necessarily fulltime employed). 

Key points made in 
the inputs and 
discussion 

 GL Opinion and Commentary Service is the 
Gender Mainstreaming resource in the region 
that gives resourceful materials and news as well 
as articles from a Gender perspective. 

 Encourage more knowledge on Gender and link 
with regional entities. 

 The Material offered is in English and French 
 The different views shared in this are meant to 

give different perspective on Gender and they 
have been freely available to give different views 
and opinions on Gender. 

 Journalists and programme producers are free to 
engage on discussion and forum via internet 
through these service- Cyber dialogues 

 Most News outlets are participating on Gender 
based violence and related issues 

 It creates a forum for the region to discuss the 
issues of gender and biases. 

 Opinions and commentaries are nit censored but 
opened to engagement and robust debates. 

 Each Media hours (journalists) are encouraged 
and free to engage and exchange information 

 This is a skills enhancing programme and 
initiative 
 

Outputs 1. Programme Producers to acquire IT skills of utilizing the 
Opinion and commentary Service – Christian programmes 
happens within a context that has gender disparities. 

2. Utilize the information from this service to enrich the 
programmes of the station and increase knowledge. 

3. To encourage the Programme producers to contribute to 
opinion and commentary service 

4. To get some commitment that Christian programmes can 
embrace gender issues and they can be further enhanced in 
giving informed content even to Christians 



5. To agree on a ongoing skills development of the programme 
producers through the GL Opinions and Commentary pages.  

Comments on 
Knowledge and 
Attitudes Protocol 
quiz and 
discussions 

- Already done 
 

Comments GL 
Opinion and 
Commentary 
Service  

- VOC is mostly producing programmes and not a news 
service station- therefore this service will be utilized for 
enriching the content of its programmes especially the 
magazine and actuality. 

- Christian views must be impacted by what obtains on 
the ground- hence issues that are discussed in the 
service will add value 

- It is still quite a challenge adding gender dimension in 
Christian programmes, the Service will again add value 
in quest for knowledge 

- Programming Team needs to take Gender Issues 
seriously as they affect the audience. 

- Angling of Stories and Sensitiveness is crucial, even 
Christian programmes needs to be ethical and sensitive. 

- The use of Language to address stereotypes is a must 
for the VOC- this service will sharpen the skills of 
programme producers.  

- Empowerment of producers on Gender will go a long 
way in addressing some of gender issues and gaps 
within the VOC programmes. 

- Will it be possible to add a Christian voice to the GL 
Opinion and Commentary Service? 

List of M and E 
forms and tools 
administered and 
sent to be Gender 
Links 

Yes  statistics 
VOC does not do news but this service will go a long way in 
assisting in enriching is programming content. 

 


