
CLIMATE AND CHANGE WORSHOP HELD ON JULY 11, 2015 AT NENA LODGE IN 

LUSAKA 

The training which comprised of 18 journalists from the six media houses which part of the 

Media Center of Excellence (CoE) opened at 09 hours with a word of prayer from one of the 

participants from Christian voice radio. 

After journalists and facilitators introduced themselves, the following were the expectations 

from participants. The workshop was conducted by Perpetual Sichikwenkwe and MadubePasi  

Siyauya. 

The following were the expectations; 

EXPECTATIONS 

 Learn more about climate change 

 Understand the meaning of climate change and its impact on women, children and 

men 

 How best reporters can incorporate climate change and development sustainability in 

their reporting 

 Understand the link between climate change and  gender 

 Learn more about the role of journalists in reporting climate change  

 What Government and the international bodies are responding to climate change 

 Which areas are hit the most  

 Understand why climate change hit women more than men 

 Learn the provisions of climate change in the SADC protocol and gender 

 Find out whether journalists in Zambia are doing more in reporting gender 

 Learn about policies in place to mitigate climate change 

 Learn about policies and measures being put in place at local level to curb effects of 

climate change 

 Understand the causes of climate change 

 

 

 

 

 

OBJECTIVES 

 Equip journalists with an understanding of climate change and its impact on 

development 

 Explore the links between gender and climate change 

 Increase journalists knowledge of the issues for informed reporting 

 Review , based on research findings, how women ‘s views and voices are represented 

and portrayed in reporting on climate change and sustainable development 

 



The following were the expected outputs 

OUTPUTS 

 Participants have an understanding of the link between climate change and sustainable 

development 

 Have knowledge on the link between gender justice and climate change 

EXERCISE 

Before giving the participants background of the workshop, participants were divided into three 

groups and given an exercise on the following questions; 

1. What is climate change? 

 Responses 

 change in weather pattern  over a period of time 

 The effect that the change in weather patterns have on the environment  

 Change in the atmospheric being experience in a particular region.  

 

2. What is sustainable development? 

 

 

Responses 

 Growth that is consistent that is able to hold itself over a period of time for the benefit 

of the future generation 

 It is a type of improvement over a long period of time. Something we can rely on for the 

future  

 Ongoing development that is nor restricted by time 

BACKGROUNDS 

A background was given to participants on how the SADC protocol on gender and development 

highlight climate change. Participants were informed about some of the provisions in the 

protocol that talks about climate change such as Article 15-16 which is concerned with 

productive resources and economic development including, easing the burden of the multiple 

roles played by women. Participants were told that Article 12-13 provides  for equal 

representation of women in all spheres of decision making which includes climate change 

because they are also affected with it. After the brief background, the following were the 

definitions of climate change and sustainable development given to participants 

 

 

 



 CLIMATE CHANGE  

 It is a change in global or regional climate patterns- in particular a change apparent 

from the mid to late 20 century onwards  and attributed largely to the increased levels 

of atmospheric carbon dioxide produced by the use of fossil fuels 

 Climate change refer to “ a change of climate attributed directly or indirectly to human 

activities that alter the composition of the global atmosphere, and which in addition to 

natural climate variability observed over comparable time periods” 

 Global warming is one measure of climate change, and is a rise  in the average global 

temperate 

REACTIONS 

Participants noted that todate, some people including those in decision making positions do 

not know the meaning of climate change and don’t even understand how it affects them.  It 

was said that this being the reason, there is need for the media to play its role of sensitizing 

and informing members of the public about climate change and its effect  

What is sustainable development? 

It was defined as the development that meets the needs of the present without compromising 

the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. This was according to the World Bank 

definition .Participants agreed that sustainable development refers to the will to follow a rational 

approach to economic policies; to show respect for future generations by integrating concern 

for environmental protection into decision making; and progressively to evolve towards the full 

participation of all concerned actors 

REACTIONS 

 It was difficult for the current generation to preserve the future or environment because 

of bigger populations which attracts a lot of activities which result in climate change 

 Mining companies for example here in Zambia cause a lot of damage to the environment 

but against it is one of the largest employer-people needs jobs today at the expense of 

tomorrow’s environment 

 

LINK BETWEEN CLIMATE CHANGE AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

 Dual relationship between sustainable development and climate change  

 On the other hand, climate change  influences key natural and human living 

conditions and thereby also the basis for social and economic development while on 

the other hand, society’s priorities on sustainable development influences both the  

emissions  that are causing  climate change and the vulnerability 

 

 



EXERCISE TWO 

Participants were again asked to form two groups and discuss the areas of climate change and 

who were affected most. 

The table below shows the areas and people affected most 

 

Areas of climate change 
 

Who are mostly affected  
 

Water  women 

Agriculture Women  

Domestic life Women  

Transport  Both women and men  

Communication Both  

Energy sector  Women  

Rain patterns  Women in rural area  

Tourism (Less revenue in the country less 
resources to social sectors) 

Both  

 

CAUSES OF CLIMATE CHANGE 

The following were identified as the causes of climate change; 

 Human activities where gases are for example allowed to go in the air. For instance 

mining 

 Causes by greenhouse gas (GHGs) emissions that contribute  to what is commonly 

referred to as ‘ global warming’ 

 The emissions are a result of human activities-indiscriminating cutting of trees , gas 

emissions, mining, quarry  

 They primarily occur in the global north within the most developed countries and 

economies 

 The USA and China are said to be  causing some of the highest Greenhouse Gas 

emissions globally 

REACTIONS 

 Zambia like any other country in the region is greatly affected by climate change 

which in turn has fuelled poverty and resulted in gender based violence (GBV) in 

most homes 

 People in rural areas are the most affected because they have to cover long 

distances to draw water and collect fire wood for their house chores 

 Although Africa does not contribute more emissions eco system is being affected 

because of climate change 

 A good example of effect of climate change in Zambia is the load-shedding which 

has affected everyone but women more because they are the ones to do the cooking 

using braziers, fire wood and even ironing clothes using tedious ironing methods 



 An example was given where women too have to know off late from offices because 

of load shedding (as they have to wait for power for example to  key in their stories) 

but when they get home, they still need to cook  and in worse circumstances they 

have to  cook using fire wood because there is no power  

 

EXERCISE THREE 

GROUP ONE 

What are the five main climate change related drivers? 

- Charcoal burning (cutting and the smoke) 

- Uses of fertilizers ( although marketed as organic they are not organic so they have an 

effect on the soil 

- Mining 

- Defrotation 

GROUP TWO 

List five areas that will be negatively impacted on by climate change 

- Agriculture 

- Communication 

- Tourism 

- Domestic life  

- Burden on women worsening 

GROUP THREE 

Do you agree that the agricultural sector will be affected the most? Why?Are there 

any human costs on climate change? 

Yes we agree. For example load shedding, farming when you don’t use rain water It becomes 

expensive to do farming as sometimes people resort to irrigation which is more expensive. 

When there is a drought, there will be a cost associated to buying food and mitigating diseases. 

For example Zambia was in the last farming season hit with dry spells which saw most farmers 

not been able to harvest. As a result, Government has ended up buying relief food for the 

affected families which has cost it a lot of money which would have gone to mitigate other 

problems such as health. 

Social life has also become more difficult 

In your area have you observed any change caused by climate change 

 Yes we have the biggest ever load shedding which has literally affected businesses 

and other activities 

 Water rationing 

 Life expensive 

 Poverty 



 

What has been the impact of these changes on communities? 

 Wide spread poverty 

 Low hydro power supply 

 Unemployment because some employers have cut down on the number of 

employees they need 

AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SECURITY 

EXERCISE FOUR 

Why are there more floods and draughts in Southern Africa 

RESPONSES 

 Because of Climate change  

  None of the two is better.Floods bring disease, hunger displacement 

 Draught reduces water, hunger increased cost of living  

Has your country experienced any draughts or floods in last five years?  

 We have had floods in 2012 

 Draught in 2014 and 2013, 2015 

What do you think are some of the increased negative effects of increased rain fall 

 Floods 

  Reduced food production 

 Displacement of people 

  Children stop going school 

 People being cut off 

 People die from being drowning 

 

What are some of the negative effects of reduced rain fall 

 Load shedding 

  Draught  

 Hunger  

 High cost of living  

 Social problems  

 Increased GBV 

WHY IS CLIMATE CHANGE A GENDER ISSUE  

 Because Women are affected more than men 

  Climate change brings about more responsibilities for women 

 Although women most affected, they are not part of the decision making in issues of 

climate change 



 Women spend more water drawing water  

 Women do more in the production of crops  

  Women do not have control of resources from crops produced  

 Women have no access to fertile land  

 Men have higher Carbone foot print than men  

 Women bear the burden of care 

 Women mostaffected by sickness 

 Effects of climate change bring about more diseases 

 Men get more affected by stress due to climate change  

 Dwindling resources due to climate change cause more men to migrate leaving women 

with the burden of caring for the family 

 Climate change fuel GBV which affects more women  

ROLE OF MEDIA IN CLIMATE CHANGE 

EXERCISE SIX 

Participants were divided in 6 groups of two people to discuss the following questions after 

which views were shared  

What is the role of the media in gender and climate change 

 Sensitizes the public 

 Mainstream in all stories not only features on climate change  

As media, are you doing enough to sensitize the public on the realities of climate change 

 Not doing enough due to lack of climate change policies 

 Lack of understanding on climate change the media do not understand issues of 

climate change  

What areas of climate change do media report on most why is this so 

 Bumper and low harvest of the staple food maize attributed to the rain pattern  

 Rain fall pattern for the season  

 Effects of climate change on women  

 Floods, droughts, hunger, relief food donations 

Do media bring out the different impacts of climate change in there coverage on women and 

men elaborate 

 No impact of climate change on men and women  

 The media does not really understand  

 Lack of Creativity on the part of the media on how to stir up the media   

 

Who are the main sources in climate change stories 

 Politicians  

 Experts on climate change   



 The media forgets the people most affected by climate change  

Do you know of any women climate change experts domedia give these women mediaaccess  

 Yes Zambia environmental management authority public relations officer  

 Government politicizes the issues of climate  

 

Challenges 

 Challenges are editorial policies won’t support climate change stories 

 Little by little introduce climate topic in the news and put human interest in our stories  

 Back ground on power outages bring out the issues of cause of power outages  

 The handouts have given us good stories on climate change 

 Reporters are lazy to research  

 There are a lot of interesting ways to bring about climate  change in our stories 

  Engage community radio station as GL to discuss how climate change affects women   

After discussing some of the ideas which reporters can pursue to write stories on climate 

change and change, the workshop closed 1t 16:30 hours. 

Ends/ 

 

 

 


